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European Championship kicks oft today

STOCKHOLM. Ju
ne 9 Hosts Swe
den and Group
One favourites
France will each
roll out thetr own

super guns when they face
each other in the opening
match of the European socoer
championship on Wednesday
reporis Reuter.

Swedish hopes of glory rest
squarely on the strike power of
young forward Tomas Brolin.
nicknamed “Baby Bomber,
while France rely as ever on
their unique smart weapon.
European player-of-the-year
Jean-Plerre .

in a match which looks
lkely to be dominated by well
entrenched defences, the abil-
ity of Brolin and Papin to ex-
ploit the slightest chink in the
opposition's armour could be
decisive.

Home c¢oach Tommy
Sevensson believes his team,
boosted by the intimidating
roar of 28,000 fans In
Stockholm's tiny Rasunda
Stadium. could carry Sweden
to a first taste of success since
reaching the 1958 World Cup
final also played in home soil.

Sweden flopped badly in
the 1990 World Cup in Italy,
losing all three group games.
but new coach Svensson has
since rejuvenated the team
and tightened up at the back.

The Swedes have conceded
just two goals in their last six
warm-up matches. "On top
form. we are capable of beating
anybody.” Sevensson said.

Brolin., who despite his
team's indifferent showing in
ltaly, was showered with
praise for his speed. nose for
goal and incistve shot. has
been in good form this season,
helping Parma, to lift the
Italian Cup with a victory over
juventus in the final,

Scorer of nine goals in 16
maiches for his country. Brolin
and his midfield suppliers
Anders Limpar of Arsenal and
Jonas Thern of Benfica will be
the men Platini will warn his

sicle aboul. -

Svensson may not dare
breathe the name of Papin.
who has struck 13 goals in his
10 last games for Frahce, for
fear of panicking his inexperi-
enced central defence of Jan
Eriksson and Patrik
Andersson

The AC Milan-bound striker

Favourites France meet hosts m

—

 THOMAS BROLIN

showed he has overcome an
anklc injury when he netted

against the Dutch in a [riendly
last Friday as he resumed his
prolific partnership with Eric
Cantona of leeds.

After earning themselves
the unwelcome tag of title
favourites with a record eight
wins out of eight in the quali-
fiers. France have been mark-
ing time since and are without
a win in four friendlies this
year

Matini may be alarmed by a
lack of creativity in midfield,
once the great strength of the
national side. and the first
warnings of holes appearing in
delence.

If he is. he does not show {L
"There are two ways of ap-
proaching this match,” he said.
"Onec is to say. oh no, this is
the opening match ol the
European Charmplonship and
to feel under pressure.

“The second is to think, oh
yes, iU's great to be here in
front of millons of television
vicwers. “It's goed lor our im-
age. The second is my ap-
proach.”

JEAN-PIERRE PAPIN

opener
PROBABLE

SWEDEN: Thomas Ravelli
Roland Nilsson. Jan Eriksson
Patrik Andersson. Joachim,

mruund. Stelan Rehn, Junas

rn. Stefan Schwarz. Anders

Limpar, Kennet Andersson
Tomas Brolin.

FRANCE: Bruno
Jocelyn . Basile Boli.
Laurent Blance, Bernard
Casoni. Manuel Amoros, Didier
Deschamps. Franck Sauzec
Pascal Vahirua. Jean- Plerre
Papin, Eric Cantona.

Martini

'92 EUROPEAN FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP FIXTURE

Following is the complete fixture of the European
football championship beginning in Sweden today. June

10:
FIRST ROUND
Group Omnex
Wednesday. June 10:
At Stockholm :

France vs Sweden (1815 GMT)

Thursday. June 11:

At Malmo:

Denmark vs England. (1815 GMT)

Sunday. June 14:
At Malmo:

France vs England (1615 GMT)

At Stockholm:

Denmark vs Sweden (1815 GMT)

Wednesday, June 17:
At Stockholm:

England vs Sweden (1815 GMT)

At Malmo:

France vs Denmark (18156 GMT)

| Chuq:'l"m:
Friday, June 12 :
At Goeteborg :

Netherlands vs Scotland (1515 GMT)

At Norrkoeping :

Monday. June 15
At Norrkoeping :

I At Goeteborg

Thursday. June 18 :
Al Goeteborg :

CIS vs Germany (1815 GMT)

Scotland vs Germany (1515 GMT)

Netherlands vs CIS (1815 GMT)

Netherlands vs Germany (1815 GMT)

At Norrkoeping

Scotland vs CIS (1815 GMT)

SEMIFINALS
Sunday. June 21 :
At Stockholm :

Group One winner vs Group Two seconid place (1815

GMT)
Monday, June 22 -
At Goetecborg, Sweden ¢

- Group Two winner ¥s Group One second place (1815

GMT)
FINAL :
Friday. June 26 :
At Goeteborg :

Semifinal winners (1815 GMT)

Sport

Rumi to skipper
Bangladesh
Sports Reporter

Rizvi Karim Rumi of the
sl Division football leag

RUMI

| champions Abahani KC and
Rumman-bin-Wali Shabbir of
runners-up Mochammedan Sp

orting Club have been elected

and vice-captian resp-

ectively of the Bangladesh .
soccer team for the Group
Five qualifying competition for
the tenth Asian championship
to be held in Bangkok.
Thailand from June 19 to 23

This was decided at a
meeling of the selection
committee of the Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) on
ﬁ‘urﬁhy night

Meanwhile  the training
camp of tlw squad began at the
Mirpur Stach i yesterday.

All seleciod players, exclud-
ing stand-by Masudur Rahman
Rana of who had scored
12 in the recently con-
c league, ook part in the
practiec under lﬂ: coach
Kaikobad. Rana. it was learnt,
could not attend because of
indisposition.

The twenty-five member
Bangladesh contingent will
lcave Dhaka for Bangkok on
June 17. The squad includes
twenty players. four officials
i and a doctor.

losts Thafland and South |

horca are the other partict-
pants in the Group Five.

Armed Police Cig
handball champs

| CHITTAGONG, June 8: Chi-
ttagong Armed Police team
became champfons of the in-
| augural Islamia Metropolitan
| handball league bealing Agra-
bad Pioneers 17-11 goals in
the fnal at. the Laldighi ground
here this afterroon. reports
BSS.

play ended in a ten-all draw.
But in the 10 minutes of extra
time Armed Police fully domi-

Danish Davids dare English Goliaths

MAILMO. Sweden.
June 9: Denmark
are hungry e pr-
ove they belong
in the European
Championship fi-
coach Richard

and
Maoeller Neilsen believes the
intensity of his players’ will to

nals

succeed is the key to his
team's chances, reports
Reutér.

With such little time to

ptepare following their late in
clusion when Yugoslavia were
expelled. Nielsen refuscs to
speculdate on how well
Denmark will {are.

He said on Monday night
there was an air of self conli-
dence about his players and
they were determined to do
well.

“We have a young and very
hungry team and it's for
the team to be so hungry.” he
said from Copenhagen where
the squad ‘s still training,

"We have nothing to lose
and we want to show it was the
ricght decision to invite us
here.”

He was less than confident
about their prospects in their
opening Group One match on
Thursday in Malmo against
England, who he regards as
one of the favourites to win the
tournament.

‘England have no weak
poinis in their team all the
players are every competitive.”

Court extends stay
for Reynolds

COLUMBUS. Ohio. June 9:
World 400-metres record
holder Butch Reynolds was
granted an extension of a court
order on Monday that cleared
the way for him to compele
despite a two year drug sus-
pension, reports Reuler.

Reynolds was given a 10-day
extension by Federal judge
Joseph Kinneary on the tem-
porary restraining order. The
next hearing is scheduled for
June 18, day before the US
Olympic trials are due to begin
in New Orleans.

Reynolds, the 1988
Dljrmz:c silver medallist, quali-
fled the trials on Saturday
by winning the 400 metres in
44 98 seconds at the Kezar
Mizuno invitationmal athletics
meeting.
The International Amateur
Athletic Federation imposed
on Reynolds af-
ter he tested positive for an
anabolic sterotd in 1990 and
rejected his appeal last month.
Reynolds has denfed using
steroids and blames the posi-

tive test on a mix-up at the

“Players from the English
league are the most competi-
tive in Europe. They have so
many skilful players and |
think they will do very well in
Sweden.” he said."We hope to
do better, of course, but they
are one of my lavourites.”

"Losing Mark wright, Gary
Stevens and John Barnes will
not weaken them too much.
England are a country who
have the most good, profes-
sional players. They have so

many players to select
from.” 0. :
His admiration for the

English game led him to de-
scribe the match against
England as a meeting of David
and Goliath.

‘It might have been a long

time ago. but Goliath was
favourite then and you know
what happened. We will play
our own game and we think we
can do something and really
give a good account of our-
selves against England.”

Nielsen dismissed rumours
in the Scandinavian press that
some of his team were tired
from along season. lacked the
motivation to do well in the
tournament and would rather
been on holiday.

"There will always be one or
two journalists who write this

kind of thing. but all the play-

ers are looking forward to
playing.” he said.

Denmark. who drew 1-1
with Group Two finalists the
CIS last week. failed to qualify

TURIN, Italy, Ju-
ne 9: Italian First
Division football
champions Juve-

nius have signed
England midlie-

lder David Platt from Bari, the
Italilan Ncws

Agcncy

ANSA
¢

e

DAVID PLATT

David Platt joins Juventus

reported on Monday. reports
Reuter.

ANSA said Juventus and
Bari had concluded a deal in
which the Turin team would
get Platt while Bari would get
midfield player Angelo Alessio
and an undisclosed amount of
money.

The agency said the deal
was reached in Turin between
Juventus chairman Giampiero
Boniperti and Bari president
Vincenzo Matarrese.

Under the terms of Platt's
contract with Bari he was en-
titled to move clubs if the side
was relegated. Platt's transfer
was widely expected after Barl
slipped into the Second
Division last month.

The clubs could not be im-
mediately contacted to con-
firm the report.

Voller may join Marseille

NORRKOPING.,

Sweden, June 9:
German soccer
captain Rudi Vo-
ller has confir-

- med he is consi-
dering a move from Roma to
French champions Oluympique
Marscille, reports AFP.

“Marseille have approached
Roma and they have made a
tempting offer.” he said here
Tuesday. "I have personal
things to think over and will
anyway not make my mind up
before this tournament |s
over.”

German manager Berti
Vogts has ordered his squad to

eut out all transfer negotiations

during the European
Championship finals.

Marseille, looking for a re-
placement for Jean-Plerre
Pépin, are believed to have of-

feted four million dollars for

the 32-year-old striker whose

contract at Roma runs for an-
other season.

Roma's vice-president Aldo
Pasquali said from [taly that
Voller, who has just left his
family for an Itallan girlfriend,
would be free to go if he
wanted.

RUDI VOLLER

oulright by only one point, and
won their last five qualifying
matches, including a victory
against Yugoslavia in Belgrade.
But Nielsen said he kept
driving his players on, telling
them second place might be
enough because of the
political turmoil in Yugoslavia.
The squad arrives in
Sweden on Wednesday. with
doubts about only one player,
Brondby midficelder Kim
Christofte who hurt his knee
in the final game of the Danish

SEason on Mgndni"_. Y
Christofte, who. has been

capped 11 times, was due to

sce a doctor on Tuesday and

Niclsen said he expected him
to be fit to travel.

Winter invites
racist graffiti

ROME, June 9: Racist graf-
fiti appeared on Rome walls
this week protesting the
transfer of Dutch player Aron
Mohammed Winter to the
Roman soccer club Lazio, re-
ports AP,

Self-styled Lazio fans
sprayed some downtown walls
with slogans against the 25-
year-old midfielder born in
Suriname, who is a member of
the Dutch national team.

Club officials said they also
received irate calls by some
fans following the announce-
ment that Winter agreed 1o
play with the Italian major
league club in the next league
campaign on a four-year con-
tract granting him dirs
8.30,000 a season.

"It's an intolerable reaction
by a minority of extremists,”
commented a Lazio official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity:

L.nrli:rq;hnu traditionally in-
chude fringes of right-wing ex-
tremists.

The Italian media bitterly
criticized the behaviour of
some Lazio [ans, and ltaly's
largest sports daily Gazzetta
dello Sport commented
Tuesday, "Please stop those
beasts.”

Winter, who signed his
contract with Lazio last week-
end, is currently in Sweden
to prepare for first game of
delfending champion
Netherlands in the European
Championships Friday.

Wirtter will team at Lazio
with hired Bng'hh star
Paul ) and Germans
Karlheinz Riedle and Thomas
Doll.

Three years ago the strong
opposition of Groups of fans
forced Udinese to give up the
transfer of Israell forward
Ronny Rosenthal from
Standard Liege. Rosenthal
later joined Liverpool.

seven more goals as Agrabad
Pioneers tired.

Nurul Islam of Police scored

ecach.

The scheduled 50 minutes |

nated the match and scored |

11 goals, Mujibur Rahman four |
and Rabiul and Morshed one |

On the other hand Labloo of

lowed by
Saiful 1. Mahinuddin 1. and

ATP's top 20

men's rankings issued by the
Association of Tennis Pro- |
fessionals on Monday: |

1. Jim Courier (US)

2. Stefan Edberg (Swe-
den) 2w _

‘3. * Pete Sampras (US)

4. DBoris Beeker (Ger-
l : :
. 5. Michael Stich (Ger-
many) y

6. Petr Korda (Czecho-
Ekwﬂkw

7. Michael Chang (US)

8. Goran Ivanisevic (Croa- |

tia)

9. Guy Forget (France)

10. Carlos Costa (Spain)

11. Ivan Lendl (Czecho-
slovakia) -

12. Richard Krajicek (Ne-
therlands)

13. Aaron Krickstein {US)

14, Andre Agassi (US)

15. Alexander Volkov [CIS)

16. Brad Gilbert (US)

17. Emilio Sanchez (Spain)

18. David Wheaton (US)

19, Thomas Muster (Aus-
tria)

20.

Sergi Bruguera (Spain)

WTA's top 20

ST*PETERSBURG, Flortda,
June 9: The top 20 women's
singles players in rankings is-
sued by the Women's Tennis
Association on Monday.

1. Monica Seles (Yugo-
slavia) .

2. Steffi Graf (Germany)

3. Martina Navratilova
(US)

4, Gabriela Sabatini (Ar-
gentina)

5. Arantxa Sanchez Vica-
. rio (Spain)

6. Jenniler Capriati (US)

7. Mary Joe Fernandez
(US) r

8 Conchita Martinez
(Spain)
9 Manuela Maleeva

Fragniere (Switzerland)

10. Anke Huber (Germany)

11. Jana Novotna [Czecho-
slovakia)

12. Katrina
(Bulgarta)

13. Zina Garrison (US)

14. Nathalie Tauziat (Fra-
nce)

15. Mary Pierce (France)

18. Judith Wiesner [(Aus-
tria)

17. Helena Sukova ([Czecho-
slovakia)

18. Kimiko Date [Japan)

19. Frazier (US).

20. leila Meskhi [Georgia)

Maleeva

Pioneers scored four goals fol- |
Halim with 3, Alam 1. | §

Shovon l_g:al e:ac_h, |

MONACO, June 9: Leading l

England, US drop vital points

MANILA. June 9
The Russian team

led by world

champion Garr

Kasparov scored a

clear 4-0 victory

agaiiist the B team

in the first round of the 30th

chess which opened

in Manila Monday and at-

| tracted a record 104 partici-
pating nations, reports AFP.

The surprise of the first
round was the fatlure of
England to achieve a clean

over .
tournament favourites,

led by world champtonship
dnm: Nigel Short. won 3-
1.8 ng a point as top
board Jonathan Speciman
slipped up against a lower-
rated player.

The United States, another
favoured team. dropped a
point against the Philippines C
team when their top boards
Gata Kamsky and Yasser

DHAKA WEDNESDAY JUNE 10, 1992

Setrawan were held to draws
Other lantied candidales
lor the Olymplad are Ukiaine,
the Netherlands and |
The Olympiad is the first
since the break-up of the
Soviet Unton, with the individ-
ual blics of the Comm-
onwealth of Indepen-dent
States competing separ-ately.
The Soviet Union easily
dominated the event in the

o RESULTS

The main results in the
men's competition, with each
were:

Russia US Phillppine B:
Singapore vs England -
Ukratne Egypt
Philippines ¢ =US
Bosrda- Kazak hstan
Austria- Hungary
Netherlands - New Zealand
Pakistan-Germany 0
Phtippines A Jamalea
Armenta Turkmenistan
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Franoe Morocro 4-0
Crze choslovakia -Monglia 4-0
Lt 1Uear e - Angota 3505
Estonta 0-4
China Luxembourg 3-1
Greece-Thailand 4-0
M Lary st - Spatn 0-3sone
adjourned (game)
Switzerland Japan 4-0
Australia-Nwaragua 4-0
Argentina -South Africa 4-0
STANDINGS

after one round:

! R i Netherland
France. Czechoslovakia, Esto-
nia, Greece, Switzerland,
Australia. Argentina (4 points).
The main results In the
women's competition, with
matches played over three
boards Fr

. were:
Georgia-Mongolia 3-0
Anstria-China 0.5-2.5
Slove nia- Russia 0-3
France-Singapore 2505

Standings after one round:
. Georgla. Russia [J points)

World women's champion Xue Jin of China ponders her next move against an Austrian
opponent in the first round of the 30th World Chess Olympiad in Manila Monday.

Bosnians take* tzme

- -

out ﬁ'om

the war to come to Manila

MANILA. June 9:
Chess players
from Bosnla-Her-
+cgo-vina had to
flee fierce fight-

ing in their

| homeland to do battle of a

more peaceful kind at the 30th
World Chess Olympiad in
Manila, reports Reuter.

The war, which has left
thousands dead, forced "the
chess teamn members to fly in
from different corners of the
worjd before they met up in a
hotel in the Philippines just
before the games began on
Monday.

"Our team will have only
four ‘;;ia}rcrs‘ We are still wait-
ing for two more players Lo
come in from the war in
Bosnia,” said Ivan Sokolov, a
young Grandmaster wha hatils
from war-tforn Sarajevo.

Zdenko Kosul, a Croat,
Grandmaster, is stuck in the
town of Bihac whilé Nebojsa
Nikolic, a Serb, fs pinned
down in Sarajevo, where
Serbian forces backed by the
army have set dozens of build-
ings ablaze.

"The chances the two play-
ers can stij] come #s about five
per ecent because they are in
towns where the war contin-.
ues,” Sokolov stated.

The composition of the
men's team reflects the
volatile ethnic mix that has
sparked the war in Bosnia.
There are two Serbs, twe
Croats, a Moslem, and another
player who is Half-Croat and
Half-Bulgarian. _

The Bosrilans will be facing
teams from Slovenia anhd
Croatia, republics that had
brone the brunt of the fighting
when they seceded from
Yugoslavia earlier this year. .

A team from Yu was
barred from competing by the
Philippines in lne with still
UN sanctions prohibiting in-

ternational links with Belgrade
for its alleged support of
Serbian frregular forces fight

ing in Bosnia.

Faced with the problem of
cobbling together a team in a
republic torn by war, the
Bosnian Chess Federation
worked the telephone lines®o
form a squad and told the
members to fly to Manila in
time for the June B-25 con-
tesL

Predrag Nikolic, the
brother on Nebojsa and the
tcam's top player. and Sokolov,
who has a Bulgarian father and
a Croatian mother, both flew to
Amsierdam after tournaments

Eye operation
delays Korchnoi's

arrival

MANILA. June 9: Victor
Korchnot, the two-time chal-
lengier for the world chess tl-
tle. will miss the first part of
the 30th World Chess
Olympiad in Manila due to an
eye operation in Switzerland.
team officials said on Tuesday.
reports Reuter.

Kor¢chnoi, who became @
Swiss citizen aflter delecting
from the Soviel Union in the
mid-1980s, will try to arrive in
Manila later this week to join
the Swiss team compeling in
the tournament .

Korchnoi twice lost bids to
wrest the world chess title
from Anatoly Karpov

He |is the second
Grandmaster taking part in the

tad who has been side
Hrmdtylurmry.

Former world champion
Mikhail Tal, a member of the
Latvian team to the Olympiad,
will miss the 18-day tourna-
ment running from June 7-28
after kidwey surgery In
Moscow,

" made it to Mariila in fu

in Spain and booked their
flights to the Philippines.

Former world junior cham-
pion Boran Kurajica, who was
icaching chess in the United
Arab Emirates, got a telephone
message from the Bosnian fed-
eration telling him to proceed
to Frankfurt to pick up his
tickets for Manila.

Emir Dizdarevic, a Moslem
Grandmaster, was playing in
another tournament in Italy
when he also received instruc-
tions to go to Frankfurt and
then to the Philippines.

If Kosul and Nebojsa Nikolic
fail to extricate themselves
from the ethnic fighting in
Bosnia, they "will have no re-
because of the
war,” an official said.

The four who are already in
the Philippines will have to
play the entire 14 rounds of
the tournament without relief.

The women's team led by
Grandmaster Vesna Bd It

y

strength.

Walker nominated
to head USOC

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo-
rado, June 9: The United
States Olympie Committee
(USOC) on Monday nominated
former Olympic athletics
coach Leroy Walker to be its
resident for the four years
Ead!nﬂ to the 1996 Games in
Atlanta, reports Reuter,
Walker, whe coached the
US Olympic track and feld

team at the 1976 Olympics in
Montreal, would be the USOC's

first black - t i elevted
in D¢tober membership
at a meeting in Heach.

Walker,
ireasurers and senior vice
president for sports at the
Atlanta Committee for the

Olympic Games.



