DHAKA WEDNESDAY JUNE 10,

e e — Er-t= -

ERE

JAMALPUR

Youths urged to

work for
national ualem

June 9: BNP retary
General and LGRD . Minister
Abdus Salam Talukdar on
Friday called upon all to be im-
bued with the ideals of late
President Ziaur Rahman for
building the nation as a strong
and prosperous one, reports
UNB.

The present government s
committed to implementing
Zia's 19-point programme [or
national development, he said
addressing the annual confer-
ence of the district unit of
Jubo Dal, the youth front of the
ruling party.

Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal,
Talukder told the conference,
came into being to lead the
youth in the right direction.

“The youth are the future of
the country,” the Minister
said, adding they have to be
trained up as responsible citi-
zens so they can shoulder fu-
ture leadership.

He said the nation expected
the same glorfous role in fu-
ture as the youth had played
during the language move-
ment, liberation war and anti-
autocracy movement.

GAZIPUR
IRRI-boro
farming on

21.14 lakh acres

June 0: A massive pro-
me to bring over 21.14
acres of land under IRI-

boro cultivation during the
current scason is threatened
by lack ol seed supply and irri-
gation water, reports UNB.

Prolonged drought and [all

of ground water level, rising of
shoals in the rivers
Shitalakhya, Kowraid, Goalla,
Bongshal Balu and Turag, er-
ratic power supply and load-
shedding rendered the walter
Hfting pumps inopcrative
hampering frrigation of 80 per
eent ol the crop lands in the
arca,

| Iture Extension office
source said only 20,000 acres
of land could be supplicd irri-
gation water, Most of the irri-
gation pumps have [allen out of
order and rendercd tnopera-
tive for diescl shortage and

power disruption,

KUSITIA

Minibus helper
killed in

road mishap

June 9: One Alam (27),

helper of a minfbus was al-

ly killed under the wheel

ol the same vehicle while

coming to Kushiia Iin the

Saturday morning, recporis
BSS.

He was collecting bus fare
from the passcngers on the
rool of the bus.

He suddcnly fell down and
wernt under the wheels.

The accident took place
four miles from here on
Kushtia-Jhenidah Road. He was
the only son of Golam Mondal
of Jhenidah.

PIROUPUR

Re-excavation of
10 canals on

June 9 Re-excavation work
of ten canals in Dhandaria
Upaztla of Pirejpur district is

gring on in full swing, reports
BSS.

According to an oflicial
source, DBangladcsh Water
Development Board (BWDB)
has been tmplementing the
projects al an allocation of 56
metric tons of wheat during
current scason.

H:lrrﬂ::ll: 90 per cent
work on se projects has
been L=

When completed, about
15.000 acres of land would be
brought under irrigation facili-
ties in the area, Lhe sourcc
said.

DiNnasPuURr

Gay girls on

Increase

June §: The number of
roaming gay-g@irls is increasing
rapidly in and around the
town, local people alleged, re-
ports UNRB.

According to report, railway
station. slums near the rafl linc
and Nurul Amin Market of the
town have virually turned into
dens of :

1992

roundup

NETRAKONA

Folk singer
dead

June 9: Reputed folk-
singer Ali Hossain Sarkar (70)
died ol old age complications
at his Shibgan] Road residence
here recently, reports BSS.

Ali Hossain Sarkar was as-
sociated with a number of so-
cio-cultural organisations,
Once he was a close associate
of rebel Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam.
He actively participated in the
War of Liberation in 1971.

The folk-singer was
awarded as many as 140
prizes. He held many musical
performances in different
countries of Europe.

PATUAKHALI
Eight projects
implemented

June 9: Local Government
and Engineering Bureau
(LGEB) has implemented eight
projects in six upazilas of the
district during the current fis-
cal year, reports UNB.
projects were imple-
mented under Food for Works
Programme and about 1000
metric tons of wheat were
utilised for the purpose.

Work is in full swing on 23
other projects in Mirzagan
Upazila under the Annu
Development Programme.

According to official
sources, about Taka 30.50 lakh
will be spent on implementa-
tion of the p

According

l:nl:hr:repurt.ﬂﬂ
r cent work on the projects

been completed and the
remaining work is expected to
be completed soon.

HABIGANJ

14 awarded
life-term
for murder

June 0: Nine le were
convicted to life imprisonment
for murder i{n two separate
judgements here recently, re-
ports UNB.

Md Zahurul Islam, District
and Sessions Judge, Habigani,
convicted four people and sen-
tenced them to life term and a
fine Taka of 1000 each for
murdering a women.

Convicted are : Haris Alf,
Dh.nIL :_l.lh. Faizor and
Manu village Mokrampur
of Baniachang Upazfla.

According to the prosecu-
tion, convicted Haris Ali along
with others killed his wife
Noorjahan Begum on
November 11, 1988. Her body
was recovered from a paddy
field after three days. Except
Dhanu Mia, the other convicts
are still absconding.

In the another case Abdul
Mannan, Additional District
and Sessions Judge convicted
five people to life term and a
fine of Taka 1000 each for

murdering three persons.
CHITTAGONG

30500-line
digital phone
exchange soon

June 9: Work on a 30,500-
linc Digital Telephone Project
in Chitlagong would start soon,
Industrics Minister Shamsul
Islam Khan said here on
Friday, reports BSS.

Addressing the members of
Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
(BCCI) at the Chamber House
here, the Minister said Lhe
project would be executed
with a French grant and local
resources.

He said the government had
given due consideration for
implementing the project at
the carlicst as Chittagong, be-
ing an important port and in-
dustrial eity, nceded modern
digital teleeommunication
sysicm

MADARIPUR

Girls for
reinstatement

of 2 teachers

June 9. Some 100 female
students of a local degree col-
lege look to the street here on
Friday demanding eancellation
of its adhoc commitiee and re-
instatement of two teachers,
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MAULVIBAZAR, Junc 9:
About 10,000 acres of land in
diffcrent tea garden arcas un-
der Ilabiganj district remain
fallow cvery ycar.

A source of the tea industry
said that thesc unutilised lands
arc undcr 32 tca gardens in-
cluding Surma, Rasidpur, Lalc-
hand, Raghunandapur and De-
undi tca estates. These lands
are quite [it for tca plantation.
But the concerned authoritics
have not taking any stcp lo
bring the vast arca undcr tca
cultivation.

The source mentioned that
if these land were brought un-
der Lhe cultivation, more than
10,000 unemployed Ica
labourcrs could get employ-
mecnt opportunitics and the
production of tea would in-
crcasc by thousands of pounds.

Greater Sylhct s known for
tca gardens and production.
The count
amount ol foreign exchange
every year through export tea.

Medical facilities
inadequate
More than onc lakh labour-
crs and other related employ-
‘ecs arc working in this sector.

[But the medical treatment fa-
cilitics for the labourers are

carns a handsomc

110,000 acres fallow lan
Habiganj tea gardens

From Our Correspondent

quitc inadequate. Tca garden
cmployees including the
labourers are deprived of the
mecdical [acilitics due to non-
implementation - of the gov-
ernment approved. medical [a-
cilities, it is informed.

Some labour Icader in-
[ormed this correspondent
that according to Tca Planta-
tion Ordinance ‘77 cach tea
garden must appoint one
MBBS doctor and provide full
mcdical facilitics to the em-
pioyccs.

According to shops, facto-
rics and Establishment Act
the owners' should provide
one MBBS doctor each unit of
1750 members. The Labour
Law also confirms the ap-
pointment ol a Labour Wellare

Olfficer in each tea garden . But
the owners of maximum tea
gardens do not abide by the
rulcs and regulations of the
government.

Some of the companies
have medical dispensaries and
doctor but the supply of
medicine there is quite nil.
Some companies have ap-
pointed part-time doctors who
visit the garden once a week
but with no medicine supply.

There is no medical facili-
tics in privale tea gardens. Tea

gardens under multinational
companies arrange compara-

tive better medical facilities .

which is also not as per the
government rule.

When contacted, a man-
agement source of a tea garden
admitted the fact and said that
same condition is prevailing in
all the companies of the coun-

try. .
One killed, 5 hurt

One person was killed, five

other injured by the dacoits at

village Nokhlar Abda of Bani-

achang upazila under Habiganj

district recently.
The dacoits also looted cash

and valuables worth Taka
60,000 from the inmates of
the house.

It is informed that a'gang of
dacoits armed with deadly
weapons entered into the
house of Sudhir Sarker by
breaking open the door at
dead of night.

The dacoits severely beat
the inmates of the house and
six persons were seriously in-
jured.

A case was registered with
the Baniachang police station
in this connection but the po-
lice [ajled to arrest any one in

this regard.

Cyclone, flood, erosion render

hundreds homeless

DINAJPUR, June 9: The
cyclone, flood and erosion
rendered a large number of
pcople homeless and turncd
them destitute creating prob-
lem and posing threat to the
town dwecllers, reports UND.

The development work in
the district were curtailed and
food for works programme
remaincd suspended duc to
non-availability of wheal in
stock which caused unem-
ployment and forced the peo-
pic to resort o begging.

They crowed the oflices and
business arcas for alms an sct-
tle on roadsides and on the
WAPDA embankment.

It is alleged that many of
them arc also involved in antd
social activitics.

Bamboo output
decreasing

Bamboo production has
been decreasing rapidly in the
greater district of Dinajpur
The production has declincd

due to rampant extraction and
lack of proper maintenance.

It is learnt that clusters
have now almost vanished cre-
ating scarcity of bamboos in
these arcas and consequently
prices of bamboo have gone
beyond the purchasing capac-
ity of commonman.

Scarcity of bamboo 1s also
crcating bad efleet on the
bamboo based cottage indus-
Lrics.

Mcanwhile, repair and con-
struction work of kutcha
houscs in the rural areas are
being hampered for want of
bamboos,

About 90 per cent people in
rural arcas depend on bamboo
as il is the basic material for
the construction and repair
work.

A bamboo is bcing sold be-
tween Tk 60 and Taka 75. The
local people have appealed to
the government to take steps
to incrcase bamboo production

to mitigate the sullering of the
poor.

Farmers of the district de-
manded introduction of crop
insurance for development of
Agriculture Sector. |

According to farmers, natu-
ral calamities like drought,
flood nor'wester and cyclone
are rcgular features in this re-
gion. They face great hardship
almost every year due to mas-
sive damage of crops.

In this back drop, introduc-
tion of crop insurance is im-
perative to save the farmers.
This system will be a guarantee
for them against their crop
loss, experts observed.

Crop insurance system has
proved its worthiness in many
countries of the world, they
added.

Uncontrolled plying of rick-
shaw and illegal parking in and
around the town have been
creating problems to the town
dwellers for a long time.
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BARIﬂﬁLi A meeting of the local elites was held
proposed “Amirta Lal Dey College” where a 37.
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here recently at the office-room of the
member organising committee was formed

with DC as President and Bijay Krishna Dey as B!ﬂ'l'-;{? Bijay Krishna Dey, Amirta Lal

Dey, the founder, Yousuf Khan, Nikhil Sen. Principal
Education and Debendra Nath Sen were present at tI;: mee

Yunus Khan, State Minister for
ting.

— Star photo
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From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, June 9: A minor
girl was killed in a road acci-
dent in Sylhet recently.

The accident took place
ncar the Dighali Health
Complex at Shaheb Nagar of
Biswanath Upazila under
Sylhct district at about 11 AM
when an 8-year old girl Hasna
was crushed under the whecls
of a speeding minibus. The
victim was then crossing the
road alongwith her mother.

According to the rcports,
the victim, daughter of onc
Amir All ol village Barkapon
under Sunamganj came to her
matcernal grandflather's housc a
few days ago. On the day of in-
cident, she went to the Dighali
Health Centrc with her mother
and mect the tragic and of her
life while returning from
there. The killer mintbus
which was on its way to Sylhet
from Jagannathpur managed (o
escape just after the accident.

A casc in this conncclion
had already been registered
with the police station. The
body was scnt to the Sylhct
MAG Osmany Mcdical College
Hospital for post-mortem.

One held with
2 revolvers

The BDR personncl ar-
rested an oldman alongwith
two forcign made revolver
from the Ferryghat of Chhatak
upazila recently.

According to the reports,
on getting sccret informations,
some jawans of the Chhatak
outpost of BDR went to the
Ferryghat and arrested the
oldman named Abul Kashem
(75) from there. He was later

on handed over to the police of

Chhatak Upazila.
A case in this connection

had been registered with the
police.

Boat capsizes,
one drowned
One drowned in a boat cap-
size in the River Kushiyara
while crossing the river at
Dighalbak ferryghat recently.
According to the reports,
on the day of incident, a good
number of pcople were return-
ing home aller enjoying a foot-
ball match nearby ficld. While
they were crossing, the river
by a small country boat, it
drowned in the river due to
overloading. All of them man-

aged to swim ashorc but one

failed. i
llis body was recovered

later on.

_ Zia's death

anniversary observed

The 11th death anniversary
of the founder of BNP and late
President Ziaur Rahman was
observed here recently.

The Sylhet district unit of
BNP arranged a discussion
mceting at No. 2 Bar Library
Ilall with Luthfur Rahman,
former MP and President-in-
Charge ol the committee in
the chair. Khondaker Abdul
Malik MP and Vice-Chairman
of the Central Committee of
BNP was present as chiefl guest
in the lunction while it was
also addrcssed among others
by Fatch Yunus Khan, Vice-
President of the district com-
mitlec, Advocate Abdul Gaflar
General Sceretary of the dis-
trict committee, Advocate
Faruque Chowdhury, Convenor
of the Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi
Forum, Sylhet and Advocate
Noman Mahmud, Vice-
President, Zia Smritf Sangsad,
Sylhet district unit.

Installation ceremony

held

Installation ceremony of the
ncwly elected office bearers of
BMA, Sylhet Unit, was held at
thc Osmani Medical College
lHospital recently.,

State Minister for Land
Kabir Hossain, Deputy Minister
for llcalth and Family Planning
Sirajul Haque attended the
lunction arranged on the occa-
sion on Junc 2,

They called upon the doc-
tors to decvote themselves in
serving the distressed human-
ity. They pointed out that the
poorcr scction of the people In
the socicty are deprived of
primary health care. They
need special care on humani-
tarian ground.

Presided over by Profl MA
Raqib, Prcsident of the BMA
unit, the function was ad-
dressed, among others, by Dr
Gazi Abdul Haq, Secretary
General of BMA Mujibul Haque,
Dr Harunur Rashid, Dr.
Shaminur Rahman and Dr

Shakil Ahmad.
Md Abdul Quddus, District

& Sessions Judge, Sylhet sen-
tenced one to suffer impris-
onment for life for killing his
cousin recently. The judge-
ment was delivered in a tia
ol the accused.

The prosecution case In
brief is that, the victim Faisal
Ahmed Kutil had personal en-
mity with his cousin brother
named Jhinuk of village
Fartidpur under the Fench
upuE of Sylhet district on
March 18, 19090, the accused
Jhinuk hit Faisal with a dagger
at a co of Natural Qas
Fertilizer Factory at
Fenchuganj on his chest. He
was declared dead when he
was taken to the Fenchuganj

Upazila Health Complex.

Financial assistance to
‘Daukandi college assured

RAJSHAHI. June 9: State
Minister for Land Kabir Ho-
ssain today said the BNP
government was determined
to ameliorate the socio-eco-
nomic condition of the people
through developing rural
communication network, re-
ports BSS.

With this end in view, he
sald, the government was tak-
ing necessary steps to con-
struct roads in Rajshahi area
and other parts of the country.

The State Minister was ad-
dressing a public meeting at
Daukandi Degree College
ground under Durgapur of the
district.

The meeting was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Principal of Daukandi Degree
College Giasuddin. member of
BNP central committee Sattar

Mandal, General Secretary of
District BNP Advocate Kamrul
Monir and General Secretary
of District Jubo Dal Tofazzal
Hossain Tapu.

Kabir Hossain said the pre-
sent democratic government
believed in work not in words.
He said the BNP mment
had fulfilled election pledges
exempting taxes up to 25
bighas of land and cultural
loan up to Taka five thousand.

The State Minister called
upon the people to carry for-
ward the development pro-
grammes of the government
aimed at attaining selfl suffi-
clency.

Kabir Hossain assurcd of
providing financial assistance
to the storm aflfected Daukandi
College and for the develop-
ment of Daukandt School.

Fodder scarcity acute

JAMALPUR, June g:Aculc
scarcity of fodder is prevailing
in the district for the last few
months, reports UNI,

The last floods and the cur-
rent drought have allegedly
caused extensive damage to
the grass and the other fodder.

Most of the grazing fields
have either been completely
damaged or withered away by
the drought and floods. As a
result, the cattle are starving
for want of fodder all over the
district.

At present there are about
20 lakh cattlchead in the dis-
trict. Of them, five lakh arec
bullocks, four lakh cows, two
lakh calves, 50,000 bufTalocs,
eight lakh goats and the rest
50,000 are rams.

The total number of poultry
birds is around 24 lakh. Of
them, 20 lakh are hens and
the rest four lakh are ducks.
The number of both poultry
and cattlchead are decreasing
day by day in the district for
want of food and outbreak of
discascs. ;

Dollar drafts and cheques
sent by Bangladeshis working
abroad have been missing from
postal despatches almost in a
regular manner over the last
few months, some of the vie-
tims alleged here.

A section of unscrupulous
employees of local post office
as wcll as some in the foreign
post ollice in Dhaka are in-
volved in this, they said.

A large number of people of

the district staying abroad in-
cluding various Middle East
countries are sending their
cheques by posts.

The Assistant Post Master
of Jamalpur Head Post Office,
recefved two complaints re-
cently from the recipients who
said they received empty en-
velops [rom New York.

The drafts and cheques
taken out of the mails are en-
cashed from the foreign ex-
change branches of banks in
connfvance with dishonest

bank employees, they added.

16 smugglers
held with
Tk 49.60 lakh
goods

FENI, June 9: In an anti-
smuggling drive Bangladesh
Rifles seized contraband
worth about Taka 49.60 lakh
and arrested 16 people during
the last month, official sources
here said, reports UNB,

The BDR conducted the
drive at Feni Raflway station,
Kazinbag. Mohipal, Master
Para, Hazari Bari and other dif-
ferent places of the border ar-

e contraband items in-
clude 5291 pieces of Indian
sarees, timber, sugar and
medicine. Later the goods
were handed over to the local
customs officials .

Two murders lea;e

people in panic

COMILLA, June 9: Two
murders in the district have
kept the local people in a state
of shock and panic throughout
last week, reports UNB.

Safura Khatoon [18) was
kidnapped from her house in
village Panua in Laksam u la
on May 27. It was all that
some youngmen of the area
failing to woo the pretty teen-
ager caught hold of her from
the toilet near her residence
at dead ol night, violated her
onc alter and another and
killed her brutally.

The disfigured body with
her nose, ears and breasts cut
off by sharp blade was found
later in a crop field near the
house,

Police investigation is ﬂ:ng
on but no arrest has yet n
made,

The second murder was
committed in Comilla Sadar
upazila on May 30 where
Kashem Al (40) was beaten to

death out of previous enmity,
according to police. His body
was thrown in front of Suagon|
Union Parisad ollice in broad .
daylight.

Marium, wile of the victim
lodged an cjahar with kotwali
police against 23 people. In
this case also, no arrest could
yecl be made.

A newly built Family Wellare
Centre (FWC) in Mainamati
Union of Burichang upazila was
formally {inaugurated by
Hedayetul Islam Chawdhury,
Deputy Commissioner, in a
bricf function held on May 29.

. The [unction was presided
over by Zahirul Islam,
Chairman, Mainamati Unfon
Parisad. While Khorshed Alam,
UNO, Burichang was the spe-
cial guest.

The chicl guest Hedayetul
Islam Chowdhury planted a
sapling in the premises of the
FWC,

Tk 60,000

Indian
fish seized

JHENIDAH, June 9: Police
scized a large quantity of
smuggled Indian Ruhi fish
from Kotchandpur Bus Stand
here and nabbed three people
in this connection on
Thursday, reports UNB.

Acting on secret informa-
tion, police rushed to the bus
stand and recovered the fish
weighing about 600 kg worth
about Taka 60,000.

The arrested Monir
Hossain, Zahidur Rahman and
Sohrab were sent to jail hajat.
A case has been filed in this
connection.

Local people alleged that a
huge quantity of fish and other
contr d goods are increas-
ingly being smuggled into the
country through the different
border areas of the district.

An employee of Mubar-
akganj Sugar Mills near here
was killed in a road accident
Thursday.

Police said the accident oc-
curred when a speeding bus
dashed his motor cycle from
behind near Kaliganj College.

He died on the way to
Kaliganj Hospital.

A case was flled with police.

The District Awami League bi-
ennial council meeting was

held at local coronation hall on
May 26.

People block
road for
four hours

KUSHTIA, June 9: Local
people of Khadimpur village in
Mirpur Upazila blocked the
Kushtia-lshurdi Highway for
about four hours Friday to
protest the killing of a bus
helper, reports UNB.

Eyewitnesses said while a
minibus was lifting
from the Khadimpur Bus stand
another bus hit it from behind
on Thursday. At this an alterca-
tion ensued between the two
helpers and at one stage the
minibus helper pounced the
bus helper Reazul Islam of the
same village who fell down on
the road and was run over by
the minibus.

Best teacher
in Naogaon

NAOGAON, June g:
Headmaster of Naogaon
GCovernment Zila School. Alal
Hossain has been selected as
the best teacher of the dis-

trict, reports UNB.
Son of Advocate Mozzafllar

his B Ed. Degree in 1964 se-

curing First Class from

Rajshahi Teachers' Training
C

igher 'ﬂ':z
on school administration

supervision in America In
1966 under International

! Fulbright Scholarship.



