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Dhaka, Wednesday, June 10, 1992

Setbacks in Rio

While few people ed the Earth Summit
‘It-:.ﬁoduce a miracle in the form of a package of
nt solutions to the world's environmental
Emblum. no one was prepared to see the UN
onference on Environment and Development
(UNCED) face severe setbacks and move towards
an uncertain end. True, a number of environ-
ment-related treaties have been signed and more
may be approved before the meeting closes on
June 14. However, experts have already started
speculating on the size of the failure rather than
on the extent of success. In fact, the mood in Rio
has become a bitter one, marked by anger and
disappointment among the dwclnplnﬁ countries
as well as among many UN experts, and obstinacy
and a kind of defensive insularism among some,
but not all, industrialised nations.

There is really nothing new about the con-
tentious and divisive issues which have come into
the limelight in Rio. They had surfaced and be-
come issues at earlier preparatory confer-
::hncﬂ. inclu mt;lhcd nln: in h}uala uL::m ur. At

e Mulxsun capital, delegates from evelop-
ing South, especially the country’'s Prime Mml.E-
ter Mahathir Mohammad, had rightly argued that
the Third World was unable to put major con-
straints on its development process. for the sake
of environmental protection, unless the North

accepted its major responsibility in safeguarding
the ecology through a mechanism that is

agreed on in Rio.
In this respect, the position of the North or,

rather of the damage caused to human lives,
plants and even forests on a global scale by the
industrialised nations, mainly through their reck-
less use of the world's energy and emission of
carbon dioxide, is well-covered in documents
produced by the United Nations, rather than by
experts in Third World. These documents
w the United States appear as the worst of-
ender.

This is where the Rio Summit faces its most
severe setback in the form of the refusal of
Washington to go along with the consensus on the
whole set of propo , turning its back on a
number of treaties especially on protection of
forests which even other industrialised nations
are ready to sign, on the ground that its accep-
tance of these reements would hurt the US
economy. Here, the position taken by the Bush
Administration is so utterly insular — indeed.
even selfish — that the US negotiator at the
Summit, Willilam K Reilly was obliged to write a
confidential'memo to the White House. leaked to
Ll:]c press, requesting for a change in the US posi-

n

What happens next or before the end of the
Summit remains anybody’'s guess. The United
States becomes the "'odd man out”, as it was at
the UN Law of the Sea Conference in the seven-
ties. However, putting Washington in isolation
does not solve the world's problems, whether
they relate to development or environment, if not
both. However, what is most disturbing is that the
Earth Summit will produce a new type of con-
frontation, between the North and the South, re-

lacing the old East-West rivalry. In this con-
rontation, the position taken by several Asian
leaders, especially Dr Mahathir Mohammad, will
be that we can no longer take up environment in
isolation. Instead, we must face up to the whole
range of issues, especially free trade, flow of in-
vestment and technol from the North to the
South, and questions of aid and debt, and try to
get a fair deal for all. The Earth Summit may well
prove once again that there are no short cuts to
salvation of the mankind.

Cruelty to Domestic Servants

Must Stop P

Cruelties at their egregious mercilessness to
maidservants or boy-servants — as reported in the
press — are indeed nauseating. One common
mode of torture is beating the victim black and
blue but in some cases, various parts of the vic-
tim's body are burnt with hot iron or other sub-
stances. A nine-year-old girl named Nargis fell
victim to the wrath of her employer, a house-
wife, last Sunday at a residence at Maghbazar.
Several parts of her body have been severely
burnt by the irate mistress of the house for the
failure to carry out an order.

Torture for Nargis like many of her kind was,
to her, a routine affair. Last Sunday only
brought her the worst to face. The sad part of
such bizarre incidents is that many of them sim-
ply go unreported. Na?is'ﬂ case could very well
meet the same fate had she not dared come out
of the house in the early next morning. She is
now, luckily enough, undergoing treatment at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital. But many of
thfvm are left to nurse their wounds all by them-
selves,

Conside all this, the question that ought to
be resolved first of all is: if such things should
ever ha in a society. It is not that society can

dispense with such helping hands. It is a clear
case of child labour the society is allowing in
violation of its own set rules. But that is tolerable
as long as the practice acts as a positive deterrent
to a more miserable and painful living. The fact
that child labour is illegal is itself a double
standard doing perhaps more harm than good to
the interests of those selling their labour at a
very tender age. As things stand now, their labour
goes unrecognised and unpaid. If we cannot do
away with child labour, we should better make
provision for them to get as much reward as they
deserve for their services to society. They have,
moreover, no service rules or fixed duty hours to
protect their interests. Society cannot go on de-
cetving itself permanently.

If employer-employee relations worked, at
least the Nargises could avoid such wretched fate.
If we cannot give them a better deal for their
day-long toil, we can at least provide them with a
legal cover for what they render for society. Until
that happens, such barbaric incidents should be
dealt with as ruthlessly as possible. Laws of the
land should be strictly enforced to punish perpe-
trators of such cruel acts. Offen persons can
also be boycotted socially with the most desired
effect. The woman who has meted out such in-
human torture to Nargis should not be given an
reprieve. Let it be an eye-opener for the mtcnd‘f
ing offenders.
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m“t Lthe M'-hll h'tP'L We

ipless. As we look to-

wards the future, we are lilled

with doubhts. We¢ fear more
troubles. -

Yet not long ago, we were
an oplimistic lot. We teok the
worst of happenings in our
stride. We were nol daunied.
We never allowed the gloom to
overcome us. We were conl)
dent we would be over the
hump soon. And now cvery
thing scems so distant and so

dismal

The mood of despair has

“us becausc we have
to solve our problems —
economie, political or social
They were inftially small and
managcable. But we allowod
them to pile up, It was be-

lleved that with the passage of
time they would disappear.
Some rulcers even tinkered

with them. But nonc had pa-
tience or insight to deal with
them. Now they look forbid-

ding.

The worst parl is the vio-
lence they have sct inte mo-
tion. Violenee has become the
arbiter. It has permeated the
socicty and has taken the
shape ol even barbarism as s
scen in Punjab. Can demoeracy
be prescrved in this atme-
sphere? And even Il 11 is pre-
served, docs it add up le any-
thing meaningful? This is what

liticlans, acadcemicians,
awycrs, doctors, techniclans,
Jjournalists and othcrs have o

ponder over.

The governments at the

tried to n“:'nulnr:hlunrr
brutal ng. For them,
ﬁ-:l'lﬂ aspirations arc a
law and order preblem. Morc
stringent mcasures and
harsher laws are supposcd Lo
tackle the unrest. Bul the sit-
uation has worsened. The peo-
ple's faith in the very parlta-
mentary sysiem fis waning.
are coming to bclieve
that there 18 no orderly way to
overcome their difficultics.
Therefore, there is less ro-
spect for the law, which tn any
case has lost sanctily becausc

of overde justice, 1}

handed .Iﬁcldrhﬂrlrr -rl;in:t‘:n
are carried out with impunity.
The cthical considerations in
socicty have become generally
dim. Tyrants have sprouted at
all levels — t(yranis whose
claim w0 authority s based on
their capability Lo terrorise the

people.

It s no usc picking on one
political party, although the
ruling Congress(l) must sharc
the maximum blame. All lead-
crs have eontributed to the
mess we arc in loday. The re-
sull is not only lack of laith in
them bul inscnsitivity and a
paralysis of the will to do the
right and proper things. The
style of nihilislic violence is
being passed on to the next

neration, It is survival of the
lest; methods have ecased to
maller,

And whatever their public
face, political parties continue
o indulge In the same old
ghme of gaining nmndcnry
through manipulation.
have double standards. They

n

swear by the ballot box but
employ such methods as foster
undemocratiec behaviour. For

thetr pretty ends, |
brulalised the lnril':ly.rmr
low do we turn Lthe tide? If
we do not do so, we will floun-
der for the next 20-30 years in
a chartless, meanin scrics
of disasters and inhuman acts.
Terrorism has to be met by
the people, not the govern-
moent alone. A delermined na-
tion can flace {1, The response
should be that of defisainee and

have

had not en defections
in the Jammu and Kashmir
lcgislature in 1984 10 dismiss
Farooq Abdullah, the state
chicl minister at that tme, the
insurgency would net have
taken roots.

The Assam problem has
arisen because of New Delhi's
neglect. Il the agreement be-
tween the All Assam Students
Union (AASU) and Rajiv
Gandhi had been signed, the
militant ULF would not have
gaincd ground. Similarly, the

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

nol mere individual security. It
is going to be a long, relentless
battle but the country can win
il it acts unitcdly. Our problem
is that we have no clear cut
policy efther on Punjab, Kash-
mir, or for that maller, on any
issuc which torments Lthe na-
Llon.

The trouble s not with the
[acts. The trouble is Lthat clear
and honest infcrences have not
been drawn from the facts.
Punjab s a Stkh problem and
should be tackled as such. If
the 1984 accord between the
late prime minister Rajtv
Gandhi and the late Sikh
leader Harcharan Singh Long-
wal had been implemented,
the story of Punjab would have
been different. Kashmir (s a
problem of the vallcy's alien-
alion and any solution has o be
such as rciricves the people. If
the then Governor Jagmohan

problem of poverty In the
country is because of over-
population and faulty economic

lictes. If there had not been

reaucrats’ bungling and the
politicians’ dishonesty, India
would not have become a sup-
plicant natfon.

But the ifs of history are at
best hypothetical and at worst
subjective. We have to lve with
the blunders of yesterday.
True, there must be account-
ability. But by merely appor-
tioning blame or by procrasti-
naling, we will not solve the
problems. Time has come, o
quote John Kennedy, for the
people o fecl what they can do
for the country, not what the
country can do for them.

The nation needs a period
of purposive and principled
politics, against self-aggrandis-
emcnt. It may be asking for the
moon, but political partices will

have to give up outbidding
each other in promises
whcn doing so distorts the po-

litical process. We have to
work jointly towards a concili-
atlon in the country. Mere
lipscrvice faith in the consen-
Sus, now sccn in the country,
may not do.

The National Integratiomn
Council has been a farce. It is
being used to confuse the peo-
ple. It has not initiated even an
honcst debate on key issues,
much less provide a forum for
discussion of their solution. A
people’'s movement needs to
be built to reignite conflidence
in the democratic system
There has to be an atmosphere
where violence is abhorred
and where those at the helm of
aflairs realise that the critics
have some share of the truth.

The greatest need of the
moment is o restructure our
institutions — economic, polit-
ical and social — and give a
new purpose to politics in the
country. There are no instant
solutions to problems arising
out of basic social change;
there are no cffective ways of
resolving them satis
except through an open but
the value-based competitive
political process. Failure to
recognise this will be grave
folly, for, in a socfety experi-
encing change, regimes tend
to freeze the sitwation rather
than transform it for the bet-
ter.

The task, therefore, is the
task of bridging the gap be-
tween the centres of deciston-
making and the people. Par-
Hlament and legislatures on the
onc hand, and the Central
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Covernment and the states’
admintstrative structures on
the other, are too distant from
nol fver the s
more. [t has hm_”:u t::?
tralised, too bureaucratic and
too authoritattve.

Probably there is no ether
way ecxcept o decentralise
power in such a way that the
people remain sovereign. All
rulers tend to misuse author-
fty. There is a ease for reviving
the proposal Jaya Prakash
Narayan, India's Gandhite
leader. of recalling elected
representatives from 'U'Il*
ment and assemblies If one-
third of the electorate so de-
cides The Scandinavian ecoun-
tries follow this practice.

Once the clected .
latives know that they are not
for the full five year-term and
that their exasperated voters
may call them back, there is
reasonable chance of power
residing in those who are
the grassroots and who,
present, are
the manner
admit undesirable ¢ t
into their ranks will not de
much harm because the people
will be able to assert them-
scives whenever they find
things going .

There is still a chance to
save the nation from the pool
of blood which ft otherwise
may have to wade through.
This cannot be avoided if polit-
ical tes throw values o the
wind, make compromise on
the fundamentals and
the very moral etheos which
one thought would be safer as
the days went by.
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City College Should be Spared of Musclemanry

by Nilratan Halder

OF late Dhaka City Collcge
is having its share of
£ }l:uhle rom terrori-

sm that been sweeping the
country’'s educational ln::ﬁuu-
ons for quite a long time now.
For the college that has mana-
ged so ably until recently to
thwart the terrorism's infiltra-
tion, the atlack on teachers by
a handful of irregular students
reinforced by terrorists from
outside has come as a double
shock. First, the college's cnvi-
able record has been shatlered
by this single incident and
second, the problem is
somewhat diffcrent in that the
terrorists consider none other
than the teachers as their
opponents and have madc
them the target of their attack.
The general students who have
been forced to suffer in the
process are no parly to the
feud. :

As the closure of the college
continues since April 27, thce
day the attackers unlcashed a
reign of terror on the college
campus, there are conflicting
reports on the developments
that are taking place at almost
regular intervals. The inci-
dents, sadly enough, are now
spilling over to the strects and
arcas around, rather than be-
ing just confincd to the college
premises, causing untold sul-
fering to the public. The other
day, students, about a hundred
according to rcports pub-

lished, put up a mF::l blockadc -

on Mirpur Road near the

OLICE violence against

the Latinos, or Lalin

Amcricans who live in

the United States, is causing
great anxicly in Mcexico.

Mcxican oflicials say US

border policemen have been

constantly harassing lLalin

Americans, mosl of them

Mexicans, on the pretext of

investigating looling incidents

supposcdly done by blacks and
other minorily groups al the
tail-end of April. |

Mexican legislator Silvia
Hernandez said the brutal
treatment that Mexicans living
in the southern states suller at
the hands of the US border
E:lrul refllects "a fecling of

tred motivaled by the recent
violent cvents in Los Angeles”.

Bloody riots broke out on
April 29 in Los Angeles after a
US jury acquilted [our while
LA policemen on trial for
beating and mislrecaling
Rodney King, an  Alrican-
American molorisl. Mobs
stormed the strcels, indis-
criminalcly looting and burn-
ing buildings and accasionally
bealing up whites who crossed
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"Without assigning
any reason’

Sir, Clause 9 (2) of
‘Bangladesh Public Servants
Retirement Act, 1974 men-
tions the government may, al
any time, rctire from scrvice a
public servant who has com-
pleted twenty-five years of ser-
vice 'without assigning any rea-
son.’

I consider the inclusion of
the last four words in the
clause {s a gross violation of
basic human rights and,
therefore, legally untenable. No
action of any individual, soci-
ety, group, class or govern-
ment which aflects the life,
peace and happiness of other
individual or group can be
taken 'without assigning any
reason.

A government servant en-
ters into a contract while
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Scicnee Laboratory demand-
ing immediate opening of the
co : .
The crux of the problem is
that onc never knows il the
concern shown for opening
the college is anything but
restoration of peaceful aca-
demic atmospherc. When the
studcnts — a section of them
to be more precise — find a di-
alogue between them and their
teachers is impossible, credit
goes neither to any of the par-
tics involved, nor to the edu-
cation system of the country.
Students have known not on
to wicld firearms but also to
trade in politics which is
muddier than ever before.

Is not it absurd that stu-
dents are keen on kecping the
college open and teachers, all
of them, are dead against i1?
Something somewhere has
gone seriously wrong. And the
wrong finds its origin in one
single incident involving the
sccond-time admission (not to
confusc with rcadmission) of a
student who incidentally hap-
pens Lo be the vice-president
ol the college students’ union.
The incident in detail is that
the VP dropped himscll out
when he was a B Com (pass)
cxamince. He then wanted to
gel himsell admitted to first
ycar BA [pass) class. The col-
lege authority, linding il con-
Irary Lo the rules of the col-
lege, rcfuscd Lo take him in.
The authority was however

Mexico

their paths.

Hernandez, who presides
over the Scnate Commission
on Human Rights, said the
Mexican issuc was onc ol the
main points discussed on the
32nd Intcrparliamentlary
Meeting held carly May in the
US city of San Anlonio, Texas.

"We are vigorously protest-
ing the situation and we have
warncd the US government
that the situation could worsen
due to the recent racial con-
frontation,” she said.

Madelaine Janis,
spokesperson of a coalition of
groups working to protect
Latin American workers from
human rights abuscs, said
border patrol agents began
shooting the Hispanos alter
the recent racial riots.

Under the pretext of
searching the area for looters,
the US authoritics harassed
and arrested indocumentados,
Mexican workers who cross
the Rio DBravo [rontier in

mosl willing Lo allow him 1o sit
for the next B Com cxamina-
Lion.

The diffcrent stands both
the VP, who naturally has a fol-
lowing among the students,
and the teachers jointly took
on the issuc arg cvidently fir-
reconcilable and henee con-
frontation was Lhe only rc-
coursc o which the studcent
lcader indulged himscll. What
is now happcning since s a
show of force aimed to intini-
datc the tcachers, the princi
pal in particular, for their
submission Lo the untcnable
demand. I is a clear easce of an
attcmpt o give an individual
gricvance — no maller how
logical or illogical — the look of
a collective character and thus
undermine the inslitutional
sanclity.

When dead scl, polilical
leaders or for that matler stu-
dent leaders, can play cither
very nasly and wreak havoc
with the order and discipline
or immaculately lair Lo give
truth a chance even at the cost
of their own lives. In today's

" politics of convenience, sacri-

ficc is an alicn word Lo mosl
lcaders. In all cascs, save a few,
political lcaders make most of
the messy siluation and stu-
dent leaders, until recently in-
vuincrable, have been lollowing
in their scniors’ foolsicps.

The strategy is the same
and all possible avenucs arc

mosl dedicatedly explored to
scorc points — no maller Il the
stand takcn is justiificd or not.
Giving any problem a colour of
common conccrn, (hese days,
is not very difficult. As has
happened in Lhis case, a few
things with al lcast the ap-
pcarance of them: relating a
large numbcr of lc's Hves
have quite cleverly been inter-
woven in the personal fssuc so
that 1t looks convincing
cnough to the public. For cx-
ample, onc complaint is that
the college authority has re-
duced the number GF scals for
stiidents In different classes
.;lnd is gning to raise the tution
b A

Well, the claim 1s nol at all
dispuled. But the icacheors also
have a point which is that the
reduclion is insignificant and
the move has been forced on
them by circumslances. With
the introduction of B Sc
classes and increcased facilitics
lor practical classes, a few
rooms carlier used as class
rooms had to be rescrved for
the purpose. More, a few
rooms also had Lo be allocated
for use as offices of the stu-
dents’ union. So quite a num-
ber ol class rooms are now
unavailable. On the other hand,
rcsources for increasing the
class room [acilitics are very
imited,  so is-the case with-
Space.

As [or the raising of tuftion
fees, the college authorily ar-
gucs, it knows no other way
than opling for the move. The
collcge ecarms about Tk
500,000 from tuition fees but
has o spend about Tk 600,000
cvéry month. This means that
the college is currently incur-
ring a monthly loss of about Tk
100,000. This loss is being
mct from the college fund
which will soon become dry if
this continues. The other ar-
gument in favour of the au-
‘thority is that the tuition fces
for diffcrent classcs of this col-
lege are still lower than those
of comparable colleges, say
ldenl College, Viearunnesa
Noon School and Colicge cle.

When the eollege authorily
has te abide by the government
dircetive of keeping the num-
ber of students te a certain
limit also, thc college has
hardly any other option, spe-
cially in the event of an in-
crcase in salary for the teach-
crs and employees. The col-
lege morcover, is a superb ex-
ample of a success story madc
possible through private inftia-
tive. lis result are an cnvy of
many a college now. Therefore,
it surcly qualifics itscll to take
up the somewhat painful mea-

sure.

Onc of the demands then
concerns the creation of resi-

» dential Tacilitiea for the stlu-

dents, The teachers weuld only

: A Spill-Over of Hatred

Latin Americans living in US border towns
are getting the brunt of US police backlash
from the recent Los Angeles race riots.
Eduardo Molina of IPS raports from Mexico

City. -

search of ecmployment.

The Mexican Foreign
Ministry has presented a for-
mal protest to stop the human
rights violalions against the
workers through its consul in
Los Angcles, Josc Angel
Pescador.

Lalinos in the United States
number some 24 milion and
comprise about nine percent
of the total US population, a
report from the US Justice
Department said. In cities like
Los Angeles, people of Latin
Amcrican origin arc almost as
many as thosc of Anglo-Saxon
origin.

Each year some 800,000

.Latinos arc violently robbed

whole another 2.2 million are
victims of assault and house
burglary.

In soulthern United Slatces,
there are aboul three million
Latin Amcericans without legal
work permits. Most of them
arc Mexicans, who take on

jobs in farms as [ruit or Veg-

ctable pickers and in the
scrvice scclor as clearing per-
sonncel.

The Aflrican-Amcricans,
who number about 30 million,
comprisc over 12 percent of
the total US population. Official
reeords show less blacks are
crime viclims than Latin
Amcricans in the United
Stales.

. groups”

Analysts say racial clashes in
the United States are not lim-
ited Lo hostile conlrontations
belween blacks and whites.

"There is also conflict
between the different minority
said Mcxican re-
scarcher Davo Gulierrez.
"Many blacks living in the poor
arcas are the Mexicans as
competitors.”

The recent cvents have
highlighted friction among
minorily groups,, which now
include a growing number of
Asians. In the Los Angclcs area,
Korcan-Americans have been
onc of the more specific tar-
gets of black ire for years.

Some Alrican-Americans
conlend the Asian ncewcomers
who usually establish mom-

and-pop lype of stores in &l;c—
dominantly block neighbor-

hoods take advantage of them.
“In the capitalist jungle, the
law of survival in the cause of
inter-racial clashes in the
United States as well as in

love it. But the problem is the
space once again. Sfluated on
one-bigha land with two build-
ings — onec five-st and the
olher six-storcy — the college
hied a very humble beginning,
Today. however, it has un-

folded itscll as a leading col-
loge of the country. A proposal
f[or introducing honours
classcs was once cxtended to
the collcge authority. Even an-
other pro was for sifting
the location (rom its present
congested arca. . all such
proposals have their merits.
But all thosc can be imple-
mcnted if the government
comes with gencrous ald and
assistance. And the support
should come not only in the
form of money and other ma-
terials but also to reinforee the
college authority's principled
stand ol not mixing personal
or group interests of dublous
sort with the interest of the
institution. A concerted cam-
paign against the principal of
the college orchestrated by the
interested group has hap

got dampened, because the al-
legations were unfounded.

There s a need for restoring
pecace on the college campus
and those responsible for viti-
ating the atmosphere should
be taken care ofl. Only then can
the college retain its high
standard and sct its aim still
higher.

The writer (s an Assistant
Editor of the Daily Star.

Europe,” commented Glti-
errez.

Other analysts confirmed
the recent racial violence was
"an explosion of reality” that
revealed the hidden wounds
left by neoliberal policies im-
plemented by the US m-
ment  since former US
President Ronald Reagan as-
sumed power in January 1982,

N. Pipitone, a rescarcher
from the Colegio de Mexico,
said incidents ltke the LA riots
come about when a govern-
ment becomes indifferent to
the rcalities of the people.

Added Pipitone : "This is a
big step backward in the lives
of millions of pecople who,
since they cannot flow alon
with the rest of society tow
modernity, are simply left in
institutional oblivion.”

le said the racial turmoil in
Los Angeles, which has spread
to other US cities and Latin
American wcountries, repre-
sents the sudden and violent
awakening of a marginalised
people who, until the Redney
King verdict, had opted to
remain sflent.
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joining service. Can there be
any contract where any party
can take any action ‘without

-assigning any reason’'? | like to

draw the attention of our legal
thinkers as well as preachers
of human rights to this clause,
which, | am sure, is a legacy of
the rules and regulations
framed during Pakistan days.
This must have been adopted
in Bangladesh without anyone
going into the implications of
the words. | would also like to
get a clarification [rom the
Establishment Division of the
government and would like to
know {f the service rules of any
other ecuntry other than those
of Pakistan and Bangladesh
contain such a clause. The
words 'without assigning any
reason’, in my opinion, cuts
across the concept of hu-
man rationality. No rational be-
ing can do anything aflecting

another rational being 'without
assigning any reason.’

It may be argued that there
are rcasons which is known to
government but are not being
‘assigned’ or 'put forward'. |
consider that also against natu-
ral justice. Justice, as the say-
ing goes, should not only be
done, it should also be shown
as done. Transparency in all
actions {s what makes democ-
racy worthwhile. It s only an
autocrat who does things
against others 'without assign-
ing any reason’.

Recently a good number of

ment servants of various
epartments have been or-
dered to go on retirement un-
der the said Act of 1974. An
officital who has been n
such order has the right to
know the reason why he has
been singled out while

also completed 25 years of
service are retained in scrvice.
If no reason is assigned thcn
the aflected official can believe
that he is being victimised for
‘personal grudge’ or on
‘hearsay’ or any other fictitjous
ground which would not stand
to logical and rational scrutiny.
When we are fighting
against all black laws would not
it be worthwhile to look into
such {llogical clauses nﬂ'ectl.rPg
government servants, who af-
ter serving the government for
25 years, deserve rational
treatment [rom the employe

M A Al
Dhanmeondi R/A, Dhaka.

Killing of Dr Milon
Sir, The killing of Dr Milon
is still shrouded in mystery.

thousands of others who have The spot where Dr Milon was

- his killing. In the agjninln

killed was crowded with anti-
Ershad activists at the time of
ar-
eas, the armed cadres of All
Party Students Unity (APSU)
were fighling with the pro-Er-
shad armed group. A rigorous,
rational analysis could hardly

justily the killing of Dr Milon

by the bullcts coming from the
opposite side of the
Suhrawardy Udyan where the
pro-Ershad armed cadres took
position. The other day, all but
ohe accused of Dr Milon mur-
der case have been acquitted
reversing the hitherto-known
belicl that Dr Milon was killed
by the bullets of the pro-Er-
shad armed activists.

History always does not

record the truth. Very often
history is beset with even
downright f(alsehoods. The

killing of Dr Milon has been a

glaring cxample substantiating
the above statements. The re-
cent developments centring
Dr Milon murder case force us
to belicve that nobody was
killed named Dr Milon at the
height of anti-Ershad move-
ment on the road beside the
Teachers-Students Centre
(I'SC) road-island. Bul we saw
with our own eyes the dead
body of a ypung man who was
identified as Dr Milon. Against
thts backdrop, the guestions
arise who were the real killers
of Dr Milon? Should they not
be brought to book? Should
the people not know what
truth had been hidden in the
folds of 1990 anti-Ershad
movement?

Md Abdur
Department
Relations, DU.
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