DHAKA WEDNESDAY JUNE 10, 1992

=— Dhaka Day by Day =
Sailing Against the Wind

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

-

The scene is of a tranquil sibvery blue Meghna
m;: backdrop of a fading crimson sunsct.
of a few 'dingis’ [small boats) dccorale
the river while the silhouctic of a thin ‘'majhcc
or Bodtman singing a soulful ballad adds to (he
. Such a familiar picturc has been drawn
n and again In our poctry and prosc 1o be-
come indelble in our psyche. Rivers and boals
arc an inlcgral ol Bangladcsh, its culture, s
way of life. Yel with a technological revolution
since the mid-1980s the small couniry boals
have been replaced by mechanized vesscls with
engines and motors. The price of the increased
efficiency that the modern boats bring, is thal
the traditional character of the country boals is
fading out. Erik Jansen and Trygve Bolstad, both
Norwegians wish to preserve this rich cultural
heritage which will eventually become remnants
of the past. This wish has been translated in the
form of a book on traditional country boals
called 'Sailing Against the Wind' written by
Jansen and {llustraled with Bolslad's pho
tographs. Published by University Press Limiled.
the book is expected to be out on the market by
the first weck of July and already 1,000 copics
have been sold in advance in Europe.

Jansen's intcrest in Bangladeshi boats started
as ¢arly as 1976 when he eame Lo this country
as a rescarch fellow from Chr Michelsen Insti-
tute fn Bergen. Norway, to wark for Bangladesh
Institute of Development Studics (BIDS). It was
while livihg in Mantkganj for a ycar in a larmer's
housc that his fascination for sniall boals grew.
At this time the Norwegian government, with
the collaboration of the Bangladesh government,
had embarked upon a project lo give support (o
the inland water transport scctor, Jansen and
his collcagucs rcalized that most of this support
was only for large, modern, mechanized boats
that ran from say, Chitlagong to Narayanganj,
This meant that the most important river (rans-
port, that is the small boats, were being ignored.
Jansen and his collcagues put forward proposals
to the Norwcgian and Bangladesh governments.
The result was a pilot projcel by the two coun-
tries, to develop country boats and make them
more cilicient. It was while the boats were being
developed with motors and dicscl cngines thal
Jansen and Bolstad realized that the beauty and
tradition of thesec country boats_that had up-till
now remaincd unchanged for hundreds of years,
had to be capturced in some way. Janscn did this
through his pcn and Bolstad through his lens.

Tryive Hnl-:.mdl

In 1989 University Press Limited published
‘Country Boats of Banglad¢sh' — a detafled study
of Lthese boats by Jansen, Anthony J Dalman, A |
F Morten Serve and Nazibor Rahmem. Material
from this book was latcr uscd for the cdflce-
table type book Safling Against the Wind.

Writing the book, says Janscn, was not as dif-
ficult as the rescarch was, Jansen and DBolstad
went all over Bangladesh, to the Jamuna, Bagha
I3ari, Noakhali, Narayanganj, Chandpur, Barisal
cte somelimes spending nights on the boats to
colleet material for their book by sharing the
lives of the boatmen.

Onc of the main purposcs ol the book is to
depict a distinet lifestyle thal these country
boats represent. "For several months every year
between one third to halfl of the land is sub-
merged under water. Millions of people take to
boats, nol merely to the village market and be-
lween villages, but even [rom house to house.
For scveral months cvery year the life of
Bangladesh beecomes a floating world™ — says
Janscn in his book. *

‘Sailing Against the Wind' {s more than just a
coffee-table book with mice piclures. This is be-
causc Jansen and Dolstad have probed decply
into the lives of the boat poople, their sorrows
and difficultics in their struggle to survive. The
title itsell is symbolic ol this struggle against
odds and the book has been dedicated lo the
boatmen of Bangladcsh. Details of how fradi-
tional boats have been desigred for hupdreds of
ycars, how they hate changed over the years and
how thecy ar¢ manocuvred, arg given. complcte
with fllustrations and phatographs. The book
also dwells on the lilestyles of the boat people,
how they cat, sleep and bring up children on
their boats. Bolstad's pholographs are spectacu-
lar capturing scencs of everyday life of the boat-
man — a woman coocking in the boat, a boatman
laking two ladics, onc in a ‘burkha’ across the
river, a ‘panshce’ boal carrying goods, its sail
torn in places indicaling the poverty of the
boatmen.

With ‘Sailing Agatnst Lhe Wind" Jansen and
Bolstad wish to relive capture a fading tradition
and projecl an important sector that has been
neglected for so long. The beautiful designs of
country boats of Dangladesh may never be re-
produced in years to come bul books such as
this will prescrve these trecasures forcver. One
only wonders why a Bengali never thought of
writing it.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Deputy Commissioner

~ Gopalganj
(Local Government Section)

Appointment Notice

Memo No LG/B-22/91/251(200)

Dated : 01-06-92 (18-02-99 BS)

Self-handwritten applications are invited from permanent residents of
Gopalganj district for appointment to the vacant posts of Union Parishad
Secretaries of Gopalganj district, subject to the undermentioned terms

and conditions.
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SHOPPING SPREE: Rush at city markets with two days
left for holy Eid-ul-Azha.

All citizens enjoying
equal rights: Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Tuesday said complet
communal harmony was pre-
valling in Bangladesh and and
all the citizens were enjoying
equal rights, reporis BSS.

“There is no discrimination
among the people as they are
sharing the benefits of coun-
try's development and
achievements,” he said.

The President wis talking
to a 2|-member delegation of
the Matua comniunity when
they called on him at b-
haban in the afternoon.
executive president of Harig-
uru Matua mission of Orakandi
of Gopalganj. Padmanava
Thakur, the delegation.

President Biswas said the
people of Bangladesh tradi-

believed in communal
harmony and fellow feclings
for each other and were living
in a cordial atmosphere dedi-
nntll‘r.\F themselves to the na-
tio deve nt

"All our should be di-
rected towards achieving
peace and progress for all
within the shortest possible
ttime through materialising the
uplift mmes of the gov-

01:00 Mevie: Tigekr & the

03;00 Newhar ’

03:30 The Bold & The

Beautthul

0400 Donahue

05:00 Santa Barteoa

06:00 Attitudes
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11:00 Attitudes
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17:30 Out of Control

18:00 Jupiter Moon

18:30 Beyond Tomorrow
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21:00 Movie: Once Belore |
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23:00 The Bold & The

23:30 Fame Fortune &
; Romance

(Please deduct 2 hours from above
timings for Bangladesh Standard
Time)s

emnment.” he said.

He hoped that all people of
the country would work 1o
gether 10 consolidate the pre-
sent democratic system and to

Seminar on merits of sex education

The Science and Culture Counefl will organise a one-day
seminar on the mernits of sex education’ today (Wednesday) at
the computer centre of Dhaka University beginning at 4 pm.
The key-note paper at the seminar will be presented by Pro-
fessor Syed Moazzem Hossain of Qubec University in Mon-
treal. Canada

Preparatory commitiee meeting
A meeting of the preparatory commitiee for organising the
joint national convention of engineers. agriculturists. doctors.
architects and BCS co-ordination commitiee will be held to-
day (Wednesday) at the council room of the Institute of Eng-

neers ng at 5 pm.
otary Club of Dhaka Buriganga
The regular weekly of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
Buriganga will be held today nesday) at Sonargaon Hotel
at 5:30 pm. Former minister Kazi Anwarul Haque

will speak on ‘law and erder in Bangladesh' as the guest
speaker at the meeting

NGO meet on prevention of drug abuse

Voluntary Health Services Society (VHSS) will hold a
meeting to exchange experiences of Non-Government Organ-
isations in the prevention and control of drug abuse twoday
(Wedneaday] at its training room beginning at 10 am.
Presided over by the president of the executive council of
VHSS Omar Faruk. the Divistonal Commissioner of Dhaka, Ba-
diur Rahman. will be the chiel guest while the Director
General of the Narcotics Control Department. Safiul Islam
Khan will be the special guest at the meeting.

practise their respective reli-
gon freely.

The President referred to
various steps of the govern-
ment for the Hindu community
and hoped that they would
contribute their mite more in
the country s development

prolgrmm_
je called upon them to

dedicate themselves in .the
task of nation bullding activi-
ties and ensuring basic nceds
of the commonman. Earlier,
the delegation apprised the
president of their problems
and he assured o look into
them.

Among others, Amitava
Thakur, Prem Ranjan Dev,
Principal Bibhut!i Biswas. and
Mrs Amita Basu were present.

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

The comainensed cargo ex. M. V. "NANTA BHUM"™ V-9
from Bangkok, M. V. "PLANETA" V-3060N from Sydncy,
M. V. "NEW OASIS" V-42140 from Busan, Keelung, M.
V. "PACIFIC ARROW" V-25133 from Keclung, M. V
"FRANKFURT EXPRESS™ V-62321 from H have
been relayed 1o M. V. "COM BRETAGNE™ V- , Impon

Rowation No. 43092, is due w0 arrive Chittagong on or
about 10.6.92 from Si

Consi are 1o Lake delivery of their cargo from

"FCL" comtainers within 5 days free ume from the daic of

landing and if cargo not cleared within 45 days will be
ded by Customs Act.

BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LIMITED.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA, CHITTAGONG.
AS AGENTS: MITSUI O. S. K. LINES LTD., YO

r

M. V. NEW GENLORD VT792 IMP.

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO
SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BRE

OF THE CUSTOMS

FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO

GENERAL AGENTS:

NGSHIP Management Pte Ltd
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES /SHIPPERS

JUNE 1992 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE EX-IBN BAJJAH VOU, BUNGA
RAYA VS223, POLJOS V722uW, VILLE DE STRIUS V9224, B. TERATAI V213, KOTA INDAH V221
AND ALSO CONTAINERS EX~SINGAPORE.

WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY LIABILITTES ACCEPTED IN RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OF
SHORT LANDINGS OF CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED. IN
EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRECT DELIVERY SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

CONSIGNMENTS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF UNLOADING EX THE SHIP ARE |
LIABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTTONED AS PFR SEC. 167(8) AND SEC. 82 RESPECTIVELY
ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE/REFERENCE.

THE VESSFL WILL LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO.413/92 FOR SINGAPORE AND ALSO

FAR-EAST/JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND PORTS. ,
FOR BOOKING AND OTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT

ROT NO. 419/92 TOOK BERTH AT CHITTAGONG PORT ON 9TH

TAXE -DELIVERY OF GOODS IMMEDIATELY AFTER DISCHARGE
PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3 DAYS' OF DISCHARGE ND CLATM

EAST/WEST COAST OF U.S. CANADA, UK/CONTINENT, MEDT.

10563 Sk. Muib Rd. Agrabad.
Tel . 504318, 502123
Th . 633027 BOSHP
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KHULNA = DHARA

5 Yousul Fow {9/F Send Kalyan Bhaban

Mirzapur 195 Wotiheal C/A

Tal 21175, 24330 Tel : 864546, BBASAT

Th - 633302 BOSHP BJ T 632105 HOSHP AU
. Telpgram * BOSHIP Telofax ~ 663734
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202 detenus to
be freed on

occasion of
Eid-ul-Azha

Fake army majors

held in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, May 9: Pan-
chalaish Police on Sunday last
arrested three persons on
charge of impersonation from

- - e — The government has PR il
Name of post Maximum | No of | Educational| Last date of sub-J | ordered release of a total of ;iiﬂ: ruadtl-:ehfg ﬂ:c?;:k:n f‘t tft
and pay scale age limit | posts | qualification rnitf;ing the ﬁﬂﬁ,dg};ﬁ’_‘ ;Lﬂ’:r;“:’“r:f;:f BSS. ot . & y B
ication ing their cases, an official 1 ary azZa

) ' = : handout said in Dhaka Tues- Aﬂﬂlvem > Uf ' i .
Union Parishad Secretary. 30 years 8 Graduation 226-92 day, reports BSS. Hazary's death < . MéLJMC‘ see
MIS{J{}-EB-E)S-IW- (Relaxable (eight) degree 8-3-99 BS S ac oy ddEtin i tOMOTITrow
(Revised new scale) and up to 32 years béen detained under Spectal - The death ,mﬁ,:::dri of | |1 | E e # :

Powers Act of 1974 and the eminent journalist Ch ury | | o+ T
other nllowancels. Pay and for f‘reednm dng i gty o/ e o J R Real Lty _ d:PFul,uJ...
allowances receivable as Fighter for light offences, the handout will be observed .tomorrow
ner Govt order. candidate) - added. (Thursday). reports BSS. o
) . : h r ._'-::;'_'-_.."'-.r .*__:-__.-_.:- ‘."- .-';-‘:;:m‘_:_,.-__.*_._-__-:_.:,:r_. -f.-?-:'_f:"-_".-:‘-_":‘-
1. Name, father's name, age, educational qualification, permanent j| i Weathe e L S BN A
and present address, nationality and other informations must be -

,

Dry weather

By Staff Correspondent Bact DNl W e e - PRk ;
Rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty i g il 5 ; 5 . sl
wind is likely at a few places over the regions of Chittagong,
Noakhali, Barisal, Patuakhali and Sylhet and at one or two
places over Dhaka and Rajshahi Divisfons during the next 36

hours commencing 6 pm Tuesday.

stated in the application.

Applicant should submit copies of educational qualification
certificate, local Pourashabha/Union Parishad Chairman’s
certificate as proof of permanent resident in Gopalganj district and
other certificates attested by a first class govt officer, with the
application.
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3. Non-refundable Postal Order of Taka 50/- (fifty) in favour of Deputy du:’% :‘}T'E::L:; Hiely to prevaslEleivhets over ihe connityy ‘5
Commissioner, Gopalganj and 2 copies recent passport size attested On Tuesday Chittagong experienced the highest 42 mm of
photographs should be submitted with the application. Enaln in | li:,urs ﬂnzi pm w}l{‘;::ill‘;b\:ln; {n;k;::nnd E;?:t ;l::j:}]m;: That's what NORQUEST has given me. | have

4. The application must reach the undersigned by 22-6-92 (8-3-99 BS) m";ﬂmﬂm ' : been regularly taking NORQUEST . the un::-
within office hours. The sun sets today (Wednesday) in Dhaka at 6-46 pm and :::‘ :P:*:lﬂl F;::“ylf?ﬁ::t.hmt m:

5. Age of the applicant should be between 18 and 30 years (relaxable up ﬂﬁtimﬁnnﬁd":ﬂﬁ:; ool ad important cities relaxed and smiling.
to 32 years in case of Freedom Fighters) as on 1-6-92. * and towns on Tuesday - i o NOROUEST has aiso suited me 80 well that

6. Candidates should be present before the "Interview Board" with CiticniTowns dearee - Colitis herpchings | just can't help introducing it to my friends
admit card and original certificates for viva voce. No TA or DA is max  min gﬂ am 6 pm You can try NORQUEST 100
admissible to the candidate for the purpose. o - e s s 4

: Rajshahi 37.2 25.5 70 61
b Islam Khulna 36.0 258 75 -
Sd/- Syed Md Nurul Bartsal 332 27.0 84 02 m
DFHG) 10964-3/6 Deputy Cnmmn'mmnur Cox's Bazar 32.0 25.5 72 75 The well-tolersted Pl _ J* SOCIAL MAFRKE TING CF NY
G-726 Gopalganj. ‘ Sylhet 326 208 77 » || odey's Wormen .
- Rangpur : :




