Che Daily Star

Dhaka, Tuesday,. June 9, 1992

Uncertainties in Manila

Fidel Ramos may be breathing more comfort-
ably than before as all the signs point towards his
victory in what has been the most confused and
unpredictable \Brtaldrnnat election in the post-
Second World War history in the Philippines. The
latest count shows that Ramos had just over two
million votes or nearly 25 per cent ol popular
votes, considerably ahead of those two of his clos-
est rivals. Miriam Delensor Santiago, the populist
corruption-buster and Eduardo Cojuangco, a lor-
mer associate of the late Ferdinand Marcos.
Despite this lead, Ramos., a lormer Defence
Minister and the candidate endorsed by outgoing
President Corazon Aquino, cannot yet take his
victory for granted.

The immediate concern in Manila centres on
possible game plans of the two rivals of Ramos to
challenge the [inal outcome of the polls, which
won't be known for a few more weeks. Having
Flven up her [ast-until-death, challenging the al-
eged vote rlgslng at the polls, Santiago is said to
have launched a private campaign of her own to
ain international attention, especially from the

nited States, in the hope that a I[resh polis
would become a global demand. This is, of course,
a highly unlikely possibility. In the pursuit of this

lan, the candidate has even addressed a private
etter, now leaked to a regional weekly, to
President G e Bush to use his influence in set-
ting things right in the Philippines polls, al-
though it is hardly clear what the US leader can
do to help in the domestic politics of a sovereign
nation.

The strategy that Cojuangco may f[ollow to
destabilise the situation causes much greater
concern (o Filipinos than the somewhatl naive
moves by Santiago. Many observers believe that
the former ally of Marcos, who commands a pow-
erful organisational machine as well as almost
limitless funds, Is capable of launching a military-
silyle operation against the winner Ramos, per-
haps with the active support of a section of the
army. Afler all. having put down several coups
during the Aquino presidency, the former
Defence Minister is anything but a hero to the so-
called rebels — young, ambitious and restless —
inside the armed forces.

Last but not the least, it seems that whoever
emerges as the final victor — let us assume, it is
Ramos — would win the race with only a maxi-
mum of 30 per cent popular votes, thus
lacki the mandate that his predecessors
enjoyed. To what extent he will work well with an

opposition-dominated Congress remains to be
seen

The Philippines thus faces a dillicult time in
moving along the road to stability and progress. It
is proved once again that the key to a democratic
future in a developing country, especially one
which had been under authoritarianism for a
decade, does not lie merely in holding free and
fair elections. It is obvious in the archipelago, as
it is in Thailand, that unless political parties are
reorganised at the grassroots level, with well-
defined socio-economic programmes, the ur-
banised groupings, some enjoying army backing
or enormous funding support, if not both, will not
be able to change the overall scenario. The frus-
tration that Filipinos and their friends abroad feel
about the situation stems from the country's fail-

ure to cope with challenges inherent in the tran-
sition from dictatorship To democracy. One on

hopes that the transition will not be unduly pro-
longed. and will not cause any bloodshed, in the
Philippines, a resource-rich country that should
one day rank among most prosperous countries
in the region.

Crime under Cover

At the end of the football season. a round of
congratulations or two is due to the victorious
team. Abahani Krira Chakra deserve commenda-
tion for a splendid triumph against arch-rivals
Mohammedan Sporting at Mirpur. Unfortunately,
the satisfaction of seeing the 1992 season end in
a flourish of good. competitive football
vanished with the news of some inexplicable,
gme;ume pieces of thuggery following the
match.

According to reports in the press, one person
was stabbed to death and nearly 50 were slashed
with cut-throat razors and knives. Virtually all the
injured were spectators at the match, who were
attacked by unidentified thugs as they came out of
the ground. Eye-witnesses also reported that a
number of thugs stood at exit gates, pointing
their lethal weapons forward and slashing people
indiscriminately. Many people also had their
pockets and trousers ripped open and
wallets lifted by the gangs as the crowd tried
to squeeze through the narrow exit point en
masse.

Two facts emerged from this orgy of slashing
and pick-pocketing. One was the total lack of po-
lice protection for the thousands of football lovers
who had gone to Mirpur for no other reason than
to cheer their team in their quest for the league
title. The other was the almost pre-planned and
organised manner in which the wave of criminal
actions were pc?etrated, making one of the
city's major suburbs into a criminals' paradise for
a brief period of time. Both the facts are alarming
to the extreme and call for an immediate investi-
gation followed by drawing up of a contingency
plan for the future.

It s no secret that matches between Abahani
and Mohammedans always attract huge crowd,
presenting a tempting target for criminals, who
often mingle with spectators disguised as fans.
Tempers often flare between supporters of these
two traditional and bitter rivals and the resulting
chaos then provides the criminal elements with a

ect "cover” for their activities. It is also al-
eged that the actions are carried out by criminal
mthc locality who should be well-known to

e police.

Given these known facts, it is baflling as to why
the police did not take any pre-emptive mea-
sures, such as depl ent of extra men inside
and outside the ground, particularly at the exits.
Furthermore, it is clear that the police did not
put known local criminals under observation,
never mind arrest, prior to the match. Such seri-
ous lapses from people entrusted with protecting
the public's lives and property are matters
of grave concern, and the Ministry of
Home Affairs should look into this without any

delay.

carry

HHE river Jamuna upto
fts conflluence with the
Ganges at Goalundna ds-
vides Hangladesh into East and
West reglons. Jamuna Diridge is
a Long cherished dream of the
people of Bangladesh speetally
those living In the West region.
During the last Jatiyo Sangsad
clection all the major political
partics included the construc
tion of the Jamuna Dridge in
their election mantfesio and
we hope the dream of the
le will come true soon.
study ol Jamuna [Irdge
was laken up scriously allcr
independenee in 1871 In
1972, with Japancsc assis
tance, the feasibility study was
taken up by Japan Inlernalio
nal Co-operation Agency which
submitted its report in 1976
Allcr a period of long lapse the
government in 983 cslabli-
shed the Jamuna Multipurposc
[iridge Authority. The sludy of
the bridge commenced (in
1986. Rendel/Malmer and
Triton, Netherlands Engince
ring Consultants and Danga
desh Consultants Limiled
(RI'T-NEDECI-I3CL.) were oo
mmissioncd to carry oul the
I’hasc-|1 study on request by
the UNDIP with World [Hank
acling as the Excculing Agen
cy. The Phase-1 study recom
mcnded the present bridpee
site, bridge approaches, asso
cliated river lraining works
length and general characte-
ristic ol the bridge, gas
pipcline, cleectrical powcer co
nncction, road and rafl
communication cic.

Undcr continued UNDDP
founding Phasc-ll study was
also given to the samc joinlt
venture of RPT-NEDECO BCL
in May 1987. The study ree
ommcnded that the bridge
should be designed to: Carry
four lanes of road trafTic; high
voltage inter conncctor across
the river with potential capac-
ity to carry a third inter-con
nector: carry a gas pipeline
tele-communication
links: have potential to carry
MG rail in fulure.

The total financial cost
cstimate is USS 443.4 million

or Tk. 1.640 crorcs (8]1=Tk.
37) with breakup as [ollows:
UssM Tk Cr
Road and Rail Bndge
& Approach Viaduct 18340 70078
Rwer Traning words 04 23 MBE5
Road Approaches J5 M 13208
Rail Approaches ATS0 1575

UTILISING WATER RESOURCES

Engneerng Cortingency 5033 21482
Contingency X g
Total 443 40 1640 56

Bangladesh s a country of
115 milllon people In a land
arca ol 1,40,000 sq km and
the populalton is increasing at
the rale of 2.2% per year. If it
gocs on increasing at this rate
the population will be about
140 milhon by ycar 2,000 and
will be doubled by the early
21st ecentury. Dangladesh is
defieit in food and s to import
to Lthe tune of 1.5 millon tons
a ycar. It will go on increasing
il we [afl to utilise our exper-
lise and resources. The only
nalural resources are its vast
population and water, So for
planning any major project In
[langladesh the planners must
keop in view the utilization of
lhese two natural resources

Water Resource

Bangladesh is a deltaic land
crcated by the activitics of
threce major river systems —
ithe Brahmapulra, the Ganges
and the Mcghna. The com-
bined flood flow is of the order
of 180,000 m“/s of which the
Now of I]jzlhmapulra alonc is
05,000m* /s. The average an-
nual runoll of the three rivers
Is of the order of
1053.5x Ili.lgm:3 ol which Lhe
Jamuna alone contribules
618x1° or about 59%. In ab-
scnee of any control structures
on these rivers the entire flow
Is almost wasted and emptied
o the Bay ol Bengal

he global fresh waler re-
sources is very meagre. Two-
third of our carth is composed
of walter of which the share of
[resh water is only 2. 65%. Oul
ol this 2.65%, only 0.45% is
available as lake or river flow
and the remaining are frozen
in the Arctic and Antarctic re-
gion. So one can imagine how
scarce is the fresh water on a
global perspective

Bangladesh s a flood prone

counlry because ol ils geo

by M R Choudhury

graphical setting. Flood 1s an
annual feature and sometimes
catastrophic. Agriculture is
dependent on the vagary of na-
ture. Monsoon crops are very
vulnerable to flood. Winter ir-
rigation is very limited in ab-
sence of any control on the
major rivers. The flood control
process is very uncertain and
dependent on the co-operation
of the neighbouring countries.
The two main natural re
sources viz. population and wa
ter, are wasted unutilized As
such any major project to im-
prove the socio-economic
condition of the people must
atm at the proper utilization of
these two natural resources

LAPSE IN STUDY: But
nowhere in Phasec-1 or Phase-1]
ol the study consideration was
given to construction of a
bridge -cum barrage. A barrage
on the Brahmaputra/Jamuna
river is more vital for the utl-
lization of the water resource
of the Brahmaputra/Jamuna
river for the development of
agriculture to feed the teeming
millions of Bangladesh, to im-
prove their socto-economic
condition, to protect the envi-
ronment and to save the coun-
try from desertification

The total low water flow of
the Ganges s diverted by the
Farakka Barrage in West Be
and the condition of the
Ganges rtver downstream of
the barrage is deteriorating
very fast. The recorded low
waler discharge of the Ganges
al Hardinge Bridge before
withdrawal by Farakka Barrage
was around 41,000 cusecs.
This ycar the discharge at
Hardinge [ridge has gone
down to as low as 13,500
cusces, If this situation contin-
ues unabated our Ganges-
Kobadak Project will be in
jeopardy. Bangladesh must
think of alternative sources to
replenish the low flow of the
Ganges [rom other surface wa-

ter resources avaflable within
the country.

The river Jamuna has net
yet reached a stable stage. Our
experience with ist East West
Inter Connector and Meghna
Bridge on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway has shown that mas-
sive structure like these may
change river morphology. But
construction of bridge-cum-
barrage does not create such a
dangerous probability. A
bridge -cum-barrage will make
the river stable which will save
crores of taka in terms of bank
protection and river training
works.

The best, cheapest and
casicst way to utilise the vast
water resource of Brahmaputra
is to add a barrage component
to the Jamuna Bridge Project.
The barrage alone 1s a vast
task, but if combined with the
Jamuna Bridge, the objective
can well be achieved.

Advantage of Barrage

The inclusion of the
Component with the Jamuna
Bridge will accrue the follow-
ing additional benefits.:

This will help resuscitate
moribund tributaries and dis-
tributaries like Dharla. Dud-
kamar, Teesta, Old Bahma-
putra. This will make irrigation
water available to about five
million hectares of land on
both banks in north western,
north central and north
castern regions comprising
the districts of Rangpur,
Bogra, Rajshahi, Pabna, Dinaj-
pur, Dhaka, Mymensingh, Tan-
gail, Jamalpur and Sylhet.

The on-going Teesta Pro-
ject 1s only for supplemental
irrigation. A barrage on the
Jamuna will make it possible
partly lo supply irrigation wa-
ter during dry scason also.

The barrage will save full or
part of Tk 348B.85 crorc
nceded for rver training and
bank protection works

Barrage Component — a Lapse
in Jamuna Bridge Study

Onee the gas pipcline is
carricd, scparate power pro-
ject may be taken uwp on the
wesl bank insicad of transfcr
ring through a third intcrcon-
nector form east bank.

River water normally con-
tributes to the groundwater
during high stage but at low
stage of the river during dry
scason, ground water con-
tributes to the river fow
through regeneration. With-
drawal of large volume of
groundwater during dry scason
wilthout suitable arrangemont
for its replenishment simulta
ncously, will suck the water
[rom river bed making Lhe
river complctely dry. The
above proccss will cxpedite
desertification and creeping
up of salinity. A barrage on the
Jamuna river will maintain a
pool of watcr upstream and
will kcep the ground walter
level high.

The pool of walcer above the
barrage will improve the envt
ronmcnt, proteect the natural
vegetation, help the develop-
ment of agriculture and fish-
erics ullimately lcading (o
improvement of overall socio-

ceonomic condition of the
pcoplc
oow water Now of the

Ganges has come down 1o as
low as 13,500 cusces |
Bangladesh is Lo survive and Lo
save the existing Gangces
Kobadak Project, it must go for
inter basin waler-transfer
within the country. A barrage
on the Jamuna can be the first
sicp towards this objective.
EXPERTS VIEW: Mr O M
Abbas AT an eminentl water rc-
sources cxpert of Dangladesh,
in as h at a rotary chub
mecet on May 12 last has
sircssed Lthe nced for stora
of water in the monsoon for
utilisation in the dry scason,
He said that the futurce of mil-
ltlons of pcople rests on the
long-tcrm optimum develop
ment of water resource ol the
river basins. Dwelling at length
on thc adverse cflfect of up-
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sircam withdrawal unilatcrally,
Mr Abbas AT sald Bangladesh
must take cflective sicps o
oflsct the increasing damagr
by comstructing barrage on the
rivers within the coun-
iry. He strongly pleaded for
the execution of the Gangrs
Barrage for which studies had
bren compicted In the Sixtics
by Amcrican consulianis
TAMS. sitc was sclected and
sofl tnwestligation was dene.
This must be implemented on
a lop priority basis to save the
Gangrs-Kobadak Mmject.

Conclusion

Bangladesh s a country
wilth only onc problem — lack
of managemecnt. Those who
preach that the main reason
for our present econdition s
non-cxistence of natural re-
sourees, arc not correct.
Vast population and vol-
ume of fresh water fMow
(wastied to the sca during win-
ler] are our major rcsources
which il utllised properly will
be able to change the facade
this country. Dut we fafl to
achicve this berause of our
shortsightedness. In almost
cvery sphere of planning, long
lerm perspeciive s hidden
under the adhoc stop gap ar-
rangement to manage the pre-
scit contingency.

To feed the ever-increasing
millions of mouths in Bangla-
desh, incrcasing food produe-
ton through utflisation of vast
walcr resourees is a must and
should be the prime objective
of any devclopment planning
It may be wﬂhﬁhia to
that the politics of Banglades
is dependent on the price of
ricc. We may look back to
1975. S1ill there is lime to
rethink aboul the inclusion of
Barrage component in the
Jamumna bridge Once the Ja-
muna [ridge is constructed, a
country like Dangladesh cannot
think of another Barrage on
the Jamuna river in 100 years
time. This will be too late.

It may be pointed out that
the Farakka Darrage on the
Ganges river in West Dengal 1s
a barrage cum-road and raflway
bridge. For Jamuna Bridge also
we must give top priority to
Barrage component. Of all the
ncecssilics of lifle food comes
Arsi

The author (s a water
resources engineer with over
35 years of experience in
Bangaresh and abroad.

The Real Losers in the Peru Crisis: the Poor

Luis Tricot writes from Santiago

RESIDENT Alberio Fu

jfimori's scll-staged

coup d'etat in Peru has
surpriscd the world. Notl only
because of the unexpected way
he dccided to solve his
country's decp social crisis,
but beecausce it demonstrates
the cnormous [ragility of Latin
Amecrican democracy.

Altcr decades ol right-wing
dictatorial rule, the countrics
of South Amecrica have bcgun
to move slowly towards build
ing a democralic system. The
process ol transition [rom mil-
itary to etvilian rule is peculiar,
howcver, for the armed forees
have generally becnleflt un-
touched and still command
subslantial power. Thecy know
it and they use it whencver
they [eel it is ncecssary.

They uscd it last ycar in
Haiti, ousting Jean DBertrand
Aristec from his posilion as the
first democratically clectled
president alter the collapse ol
the Duvalicr dynasty. Now Lhey
have uscd it in Peru, in re
sponsc to a call from the
President.

Some analysts suggest that
beecause the army was mercly
[ollowing orders, without
wanting to take over powcr, a
rciurn to the past is unlikely,
but this is the same move
made in 1973 by president
Jose Maria DBordaberry of
Uruguay. Then, the military
stayed in power until 1984,
becoming onc of the most
rcpressive and brutal regimes
in the arca.

Fujimori's discoursc is rc-
markably similar to that of the
military: a mixture of national-

ist and meoralistic rhetoric that
sccks 1o identily his “crusadc”

President Fujimori has announced a programme to restore democracy to Peru beginning
with a plebiscite in July and the re-opening of parliament next April. The feasibility of the
plan is being doubted. Whatever happens, the real winners of Fujimori’'s political gamble
will be the armed forces. The losers will be the poor.

& BEATC FuJiNOR
Closa inkz wilh Southaast A

with the historic aims of the
nation

lle has said that chaos and
corruption permecates the
whole of socicty: "The aclions
of pariiament and the judiciary
go against the intcrests of the
nation and impede national re-
construction and develop-

ment.”
[le closced down Parliament,

firced
cour! judges and all members
of the Constitutional Tribunal
and lhe National Judiciary
Council.

But in order to understand
the true esscnce of the crisis,
onc must go beyond the obvi-
ous and immediatle conllict be-
lween  government
Congress. This is only a mani-

13 of the 23 supreme

[cstation of Lthe crisis and not
— as most obscrvers scem to
believe — the root cause of the
problem.

Peru’s crisis 1s a structural
onc. [l bas to do with the suc-
cessive governments' incapac-
ity to solve the country's so-
cio-cconomic and political
problems. There {s an endemic
dependency on foreign capi-
Lal, a huge cxternal debt, and
an annual inflation rate that
recached the 7,000 per cent
mark only two years ago.

Exlreme poverty mcans
millions of Pcruvians — espe-
cially the indigenous popula-
tion — arc cxcluded from do-
mcstic production and con-
sumplion markets.

The crisis is also linked to
the burcaucratic and corrupt
institutional system, with
growing state violence as well
as the political violence of
Scndero Luminoso and other
revolutionary organisations.

It is in this context that
Alberto Fujimori tried to im-
plement his government's neo-
liberal economic model, which
is no dillerent from the model
proposcd by the defeated
right-wing presidential candi-
date Marfo Vargas Llosa. None
of the main political parties —
including former president

ject. Rather, they differ on the
mclhods to be used to tmple-
nent it

Another crucial factor has
lo be considcred: the interna-
lional dimension. The coup in
Pcru takes place in a totally
diffcrent context from the
Sixtics and Scventics, when
military coups swept through
latin America. Then, the ideo-
logical and political justilica-
tion was the f[ight against
Communism and Soviet
Expansion. It was part of the
East-West confrontation.

With the collapse of social-
ism and the almost unchal-
lenged rule of capitalism
around the world, Peru's case
now acquires a distinct mean-

ing.

After the Gulf War, the
United States emerged as the
world's most important mili-
tary power. However, in the
economic sphere, both the
European Community and
Japan ane its allies are chal-
lenging the US supremacy.

From the beginning of his
mandate Fujimori, who is of
Japanese descent, established
close links with Japan,
Singapore, South Korea and
other Association of South East
Asian (ASEAN) nations which,
he stated, were "models of de-

which at first condemned the
coup, quickly changed fts
mind and recognised "thc le-
gitimacy of the constitutional
president.” This was sheer
pragmatism because, after all,
Japan had already recognised
Fujimori and, vital for his sur-
vival, it had not stopped its
cconomic aid or investment
projects,

The International Monetary
Fund adopted the same posi-
tion and continued supporting
the Peruvian President's eco-
nomic policies.

So long as Fujimori manages
to convince [oreign investors
that Peru is a safe country
with an open economy and a
huge potential market, he will
not worry about his Latin
American neighbours.
Argentina condemned the
coup, Brazil suspended all
economic aid, and Venezuela
cut ofl diplomatic relations.

Yet the Organisation of
American States [OAS) only
"deplored the coup,” not con-

demning it or calling for ece-
nomic or diplomatic sanctions.
It was influenced, presumably,
by the failure of the economic
blockade imposed on Haiti. At
a conference in Santiago last
year, the OAS pledged {tself to
the defence of democracy, but
it has done little so far. It is,

however, trying to play a me-
diating role in the Peruvian
crisis.

Fujimori has already an-
nounced the political itinerary
that would eventually lead to
the restoration of
in Peru: it begins on July 5
with the holding of a plebiscite
and finishes on April 5 next
year with the re-opening of
Parliament.

Political analysts are -
cal of the feasibility of s a
plan. In only 12 months,
Fujimori will have to eradicate
poverty and modernise the
economy, transform the bu-
reaucratic state into a modern
and technocratic one, put an
end to political violence, and
finish off the massive, growing
drug traflicking problem.

This is clearly an impossible
task for any government, let
alone one that faces increasing
political opposition and dimin-
ishing (though still substantial)
popular support.

Maximo San Roman, first
vice-president of the republic,
was sworn in as the country's
constitutional president by the
now “{llegal” parliament. He is
the legal president, but
Fujimori is still the real one,
because Fujimori has the sup-
port of he army.

Whatever happens, one
thing is certain: the armed
forces will be the real winners
of Fujimori's political gamble.
And the losers will be Peru's
poor, because little has
changed in Latin America. —
GEMINI NEWS

LUIS TRICOT is a Chilean
Jjournalist who writes and
broadcasts on Latin American

affatrs.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Gano Adalat and

politics around it

Sir, Apparently, the Gano
Adalat or public court has
upsct those who had been
gloating over harvests from the
gradual rchabilitation of the
unholy idecals of the defeated
f[orces of 1971 Liberation War,
The leading characters of Ja-
maal-e-lslami are mentioned
to be closely implicated with
unpalatable facts and truths
regarding their not-at-all-glo-
rious role during the war. They
have becn accused of abetting
the hordes of anti-liberation
actlivists who took part in
murders, rapes, loot and many
other heinous activitles against
fcllow Bangalees.

At any rate, the Gano Adalat
organisers have spearheaded a
campaign for a long overdue

causc: they are demanding for
the just trial of those who
mastcrminded the mass-
killings of Bangalees and who
took part in it and later on
were allowed by the emerging
lcadership to enjoy total im-
punity.

They have brought to the
fore hard truths about the suc-
ccssive governments who whi-
pped up patriotic/nationalist
scntiments often and actually
gave shelter to these criminal
elements. As such these war
criminals have made almost
triumphal comeback to the
mainstream politics as national
leaders or sometimes as false
heroes. The Gano Adalat
organizers have successfully
put one straight truth that
double-dealing and hypocrisy
cannot go on unchallenged for
infinity: the war criminals can

T -

ncver be champions of noble
causes like democracy.

The AL leaders are giving
wolfish cries against the BNP
government as if they have no
knowledge that it had been
rather AL government who
gave a generous amnesty to the
mastermind of mass-killing
right aflter being put to power,
forgetting their own words to
punish war criminals at any
cost. The BNP leaders on the
other hand deny to take an
responsibility at all for rehabil-
itating the wolves of liberation
war. During previous BNP gov-
ernment, a mastermind was
promoted to the post of the
Prime Minister. They do not
want to take any concrete step
against these evil characters.

It seems that time started
to tell us truths about anti-lib-
eration forces only aflter the
Gano Adalat people succecded
to vocally put forth their cam-
paign. re remains no mys-
tery as regards the cause of the
unwillingness of the AL and
BNP governments to take ac-
tion against people like Golam
Azam. People do not harbour
any doubt that AL and BNP
leaders served their own In-

and Alan Garcia's APRA party — velopment to be imitated.”
qucstion the neo-liberal pro- This is why Washington,
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tcrests and dashed off the
justifiable causes of the mar-
tyrs' familles and the raped
womanhood. Both the AL and
BNP must place humble apol-
ogy to these aggrieved people
before they participate in any
debate regarding Gano Adalat.
They must admit the gravity of
what has been done by them
against the humanity by deny-
ing the obligation of punishing
the war criminals.

It is clear that if the na-
tional leadership fail to deliver
justice they will also be paid in
their own coin. Whether they
like it or not, they must get
prepared to face in future
'dastardly attacks' from crimi-
nal characters they are even f
unknowingly, 'tdolizing.’

A M Sayed Khan
Farashganj, Dhaka.

Corruption

Sir, There 1s no way to deny
that corruption is a [amiliar
case in cvery walk of our lle.
There is no sector where il is
not prevalent. But the truth Is
that no nation can prosper il it

' tlon-free  even

is corrupted. So, we could not
change our pitiable condition
even after more than Llwo
decades of achieving freedom.
In fact this vice has prolifer-
ated alter liberation. Though at
present it is ‘less’ than what it
had becn -:lurinj the former
regime, can we deny s exis-
tence anywhere {(n Bangl-
adcsh? Who does not know
and [ccl the disgrace that links
the rccent BCCI, BCI, NCL or
medical written test aflairs?

If we are not made corrup-
now, Ra-
bindranath's 'Sonar Bangla’ will
only remain a dream.

Aktar Uzzaman

West Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Contents of letters

Sir, We have now formed a
letter-writers' forum with the
objective to get. the words of
our letters translated into real-
ity by the concerned aulhori-
ties. Sinec our authorilics are
less aljentive towards Lhc let-
ters published in various na-
tonal daflics and wecklies, we

would make repeated and joint
appcals to draw their attcntion
and even approach them di-
rectly to help them take nee-
essary actions on the conlents
of our letters. Mcanwhile, |
would like tc request the rele-
vant authoritics to take appro-
priate actions on the conlents
of the letters so far written by
the under mentioned letter-
wrilcrs:

1) Mr O H Kabir has been
writing on the valuable mincr-
als of Cox's Bazar, 'the black
gold. 2) Mr 8 Sikander Ahmed
since long has been urging the
government to frame and im-
plement appropriate laws for
the development of agro-
forestry in Dangladesh. 3) Mr
Md Anwarul Alzal's suggestions
pertaining to Ratlway track on
Jamuna Bridge are very timely.

4) Mr M A Jalil's concern for
the proteetion of environment
against the pollution caused by
the abuse and misuse of pesii-
cides, must be paid heod Lo,

M Zahidul | lague
Assistant Professor, Bangla-

desh Agricultural Institute,
Dhibers.



