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Dhaka, Monday, June 8. 1992

Inexc usabI-é Incident
and Inaction

An extraordinary incident was reported in the

ress last week. A student of Dhaka University
elt he had recetved a raw deal in his Master's
degree examinations and decided to go and
thsicany assaull the teacher concerned in the
atier's oflice. The Dhaka Universitly Teachers
Assoclation (DUTA) .was incensed. not only by the
incidence ol assault, but perhaps even more so by
the fact that the universily authorities did not see
it fit to take immediate disciplinary action against
the oflending student.

It is not the purpose of this paper to discuss
what kinds ol grievances that student might have
had. nor whether those complaints were credible
or not. By assaulling the teacher, the student had
crossed the furthest limit of decency and norm of
behaviour table in any educational institu-
tion in this or any other country. The question of
a sympathetic hearing for the student, which
would have been the course taken by this paper
under any other circumstance, does nol now
arise because ol the utterly inexcusable nature of
the boy's actions. The oulcry among the teachers
over the incident is an understandable and justi-
{ied one, but what is certainly not comprehensi-
ble is the inaction of the university authorities.

Given the nature of the crime — for it was a
crime and a case has also been registered with
the Ramna police station, we understand — one
would have thought that stern disciplinary actions
would have been taken by the authorities as a
matter of course. Instead, we have the unhappy
spectacle ol teachers ha to take strike action
to force the universily to deal with the offender
in an apprepriate mammer. The university's inac-
tion may well be interpreted as a sign of weak-
ness and a woeful lack of any sense of its own
place in society or of the place of teachers within
the academic community. Such a deficiency is not
only dangerous for the future growth of the uni-
versity as an academic institution, but it is also an
unforgivable display of spinelessness on the part
of the authorities. The teachers have taken a
stand that will earn them greater respect among
the student community, especially considering
that incidences of disrespectful or even violent
behaviour with teachers have been increasing in
[requency over the years. The latest incident only
received such media prominence because the
teacher involved swallowed great deal of personal
pride to make it public and [ile a case with police.

All students are aware that il such tactics of
“terror” continue to be practised by what is ad-
miltedly a handful of students, the whole atmo-
sphere ol student-teacher relation will become a
poisoned one. This cannot but retard the growth
ol intellectual interaction between teachers and
students, ultimately leading to a general impover-
ishment of academic attainment at the country's
highest seat of learning.

t is evident that teachers are determined to
use this latest incident to tackle the whole issue
of their safety and position on the campus, and
the authorities should take due note of that. The
latter should try to understand that any further
inaction over the matter would look like an eflort
to shirk responsibility. In that case, the burden of

fit on the shoulder of the untversity adminis-

tion would be even greater, with the acting
Vice Chancellor and the Proctor themselves be-
Ing accused of an inexcusable failure to discharge
their duties.

Safe Housing for Workers

The fire in the workers colony of the Adamjee
Jute Mills has once again revealed the precarious
existence of our labour force. According to re-
ports, it took just one careless fling of a match
stick to burn down about 1000 houses rendering
nearly 10,000 people homeless. There are many
things that this accident reveals. First and fore-
most, the labour colonies such as the one in
Adamjee Jute Mills have become virtual slums,
where houses have cropped up in an unplanned
way and far in excess of the permissible limit.
The Executive Director of the mills has claimed
that of the estimated 1,000 thatched houses that
have burnt down, only 30 to 32 were authorised.
Meaning more than 97 per cent of the houses
were unauthorised. How did people come to oc-
cupy the land, construct the houses and start liv-
ing there, without proper authorisation ? We also
need to know whether or not genuine workers
were living in that colony, or were most of them
outsiders ? Who owned the houses that were
erected illegally ? It is just possible that the land
meant to house the workers was occupied by the
local hoodlums and was being used for their own

gain.
The question of occupants is directly related to
the safety of the workers. If unauthorised con-

struction is permitted to the extend of 97 per
cent, then in no way can the mill authorities en-
sure the safety of the workers. We would like to
make a strong case for safe abode for our labour
force. We sufler from many natural calamities
which are not in our power to control. But a
tragic event like that of Saturday, we can and
should be able to prevent. It is true that our fire
brigade was able to prevent any loss of life. But it
is not very clear whether the fire could have been
brought under control earlier than it was, if the
colony had fire lg'drants within its compound. It
was also reported that the fire started from what
is suspected to have been a gambling den which
is another indication that criminal elements have
a hand in the affairs of the Adamjee workers
colony.

We would like to suggest that the aflairs at the
workers colony of the Adamjee Jute Mills need to
be thoroughly looked into. First of all, all unau-
thorized construction should be removed and ap-
propriate housing facilities should be ed for
the legitimate workers. Given the mismanage-
ment and corruption that has plagued what was
once the biggest jute mill in the world, it is quite
possible that land and housing belm?mg to the
workers have been misappropriated by some
vested quarter in which the connivance of a sec-
tion of the manaﬁcmcnt is not altoFethur improb-
able. After all they did nothing to remove the
unauthorised constructions till the tragic fire
raged them to the ground.

for the immediate future, we suggest gov-
ernment's assistance to help the unlortunate
workers, especially in meeting their needs of
food and shelter. The management of the mill in
co-operation with the workers should take this
nmunity to clear the colony of unauthorized
e ts, and help set up a minimum level of

sale housing for the workers.

HE federal government

has ordered the Pakis:

tan Army to take over
for six months the main
tenance of law and order iIn
the troubled province of Sindh.

The action has been taken
under Article 147 of the
Constitution, In terms of which
the government of Sindh re-
quested the federal govern-
ment for entrusting the lanc:
tion of public securily and
maintenance of law and order
to the oflicers of the lederal
govcernment for the supulated
period. The federal govern
ment in lslamabad consented
to the proposed arrangcment
and issucd nece orders Lo
the Commander, Fifth Corps,
al Karachi, in this behall

In plain words, for six
months from now the
Commander ol the Fifth Corps
of the Pakistan Army will be
the operational head of the
provinee, although under a
joint operational plan which
the federal Interfor Mintster
had announced a few days ear-
ller, the Corps Commander,
the Sindh Chiel Minister and
the Inspector-General of
Police would form the opera-
tional committee that would
run the province.

According to constitutional
experts, since Lhe Chief
Minister has already surren-
dered the rrnrrn:-nl’: pow -
ers in this field to the federal
government, it is but logical
that the Corps Commandcr
would be calling the shots, and
the provincial authoritics will
have to go along.

it has not becn as casy for
the government to initiate the
action as it has been for the
newsmen to report the dewvel-

ments. The action has come
alter scveral days of inlcnse
controversy and political dis-
cussion, inside and outsidc the
legislatures, in the party cau-
cuscs and thc pages ol the
newspapers. In fact, it is the
only cvent of this nature which
has followed such open official
and unoflicial dcbate — two
days of exclusive discussion in
thc National Assembly, high-
lighting the remarkable
change in style of government
since Lhe days of the late gen-
cral  Zia-ul-llaque. The gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil can surcly take
credit for this,

The government has shown
political wisdom by not invok-
ing Secction 245 of the

ARMY MOVES INTO SINDH

Critics Ask for Political Action
to Resolve Ethnic Conflicts

Some observers have likened the situation with that which existed in the former East Pakistan during the six-

tics. "Ayub Khan thought that Monem Khan had

found the

aftllethen Plldltai,"nml(halfd Akhtar in the Islamabad daily, The Muslim.

Constitution which suspends
opcration ol the civilan courts
in similar circumslances. That
would have exposed it to se

vere criticism aboutl curtatling
the citizens' constitutional
rights when Pakistan's image
in this respeet is al much
tarnished, thanks mainly to
abuscs in Sindh. The govern-
ment, however, reserves the
right to do so f the need
ariscs. The Law Minister gave
such a hint in the National
Asscmbly on Wednesday night

As noted earlicr, the action
was not unexpected. It was be-
ing talked about for a long time
ds instances of lawlessncss
showed no sign of receding.
The turmoil in the province is
not new, It has been viblence-
ridden since the mid -eighties.
It came in the form of ethnic
rots, involving first Mohajirs
and Pukhtoons, then Mohafjirs
and Punjabis and finally,
Mohajirs and Sindhis. There
was also a brief but bloody tan-
gle between Mohajirs and
Baluchis.

The breakdown of ethnie
entente was [ollowed by a
rapid rise in the incidence of
car thelts, dacoities and kid-
nappings-for-ransom. Even the
constitutional amendment sect-
ting up special courts for the
spcedy trial of killers, dacoits,
kidnappers and terrorists did
not help in arresting the up-
ward trend as public floggings
and the threat of public hang-
ing during Zia-ul-Haque's time
did nothing to reduce violent
crimes.

It is interesting to note that
the nature of the turmotl has
changed with the change of
government in the province.
During Zia-ul-Haque's days
when Mohammad Khan Junejo
was the Prime Minister, ethnic
riots were the order of the day,
During the rule of the People's
Party, Mohafir-Sindhi ethnie

sirife had replaced all others.
A briefl period of calm had
followed the dismissal of the
PPP government. When the
calm was broken, the inci-
dence of kidnap increased
alarmingly. Sc children
and foreigners [Chinese engi-
neers working on ald projects
and Japanese student-cum-
tourists) were the victims.

That introduced an ominous
clement in the situation: state
authority had virtually ceased
o exist and the dacoits and
kidnappers had virtually come

| _FOCUS ON PAKISTAN

people and generally abusing
the womenfolk through their
own organised gangs of dacoits
or toughs The most pathetic
spectacle of the collapse of
siaic power was the kidnap-
ping and torture of a serving
army officer at the hands of a
powerful urban ethnic organt-

lack

sation and the
s complete

the Chief Minister of the

1 M J Zahedi writes from Karachi

to hold the government and
people of Sindh to ransom.
The government seemed
paralysed untfl the latest kid
napping of the personal repre-
scnlative of the Aga Khan
scems to have finally aroused (it
into action.
What is most significant in
the Sindh situation is a clear
of the loss of legit-
imacy of the state and govern-
ment. All provincial govern-
ments in Sindh have been
ropped up and controlled
rom Is . even during
the PPP days, although the
phenomenon was at its peak
dninrln; the dictatorship of Zia-
ul-Haque. That is t
respect among the intelli-
gentsia or the people of the
province.
The situation induced vart-
ous elements to owe al
to various centres of
and take the law in their own
hands. In the urban areas, the
political parties exercised
their own spheres of power, In
the rural areas, the "waderas”
or their "pathedars” ruled the
roost, killing or kidnapping

province, the government has
not been perceived as a neutral
institution, allowing the wari-
ous political parties and groups
to play their part. Even the
resent government is seen
ollowing, though not as bla-

tantly, his policies.
do not think that

tlu-m-q-cthnﬂllrddﬂ-
desired result. Even if the da-

This is not to say that a
strong action against dacoits
and icrrorisis s not called for.
Almost all political jeaders
have said that such an action
has become csscntial. Bul, as
the Leader of the Opposition,

right prescription for the ailment eating the fabric

Ms [cnazir Bhutte, has said,
such an action mus! comc as
an intcT.rlI part of a political
action plan.

Unfortunately no such pian
exists; on the other hand, the
twisted po of using statc
organs io back vartous extrem-
ist groups o implicate rival
partiecs or groups continucs
unabated. As one commentator
has said, "It is a measure of the
E::-nﬂndedrﬂ- of ruling

that they have chosen
to embrace extremist cle-
menits among Sindhis and
Mohajirs, even at the risk of
breaking up the country,
mercly lrnurnrdcr to keep a

out "

F-gn ll'lz; is that the
armed forces are not per-
ecived by Sindhis 1o be neutral
and impartial. The ecivil-mili-
tary bu and its mcm-
bers have big economic an A-
nancial stakes in Sindh, which
is vistbie to every Sindhi.The
best a Itural lands have
been allotied 0 military and
civil personnel, almost all of
whom are non-Sindhis. Most
public sector industrial enter-
priscs are manned by non-
Sindhi oflicers and workers.
The experience of 1983 when
the pro-democracy movement
was brutally suppressed iIn
Sindh cannot be eastly crased
from the of the peo-
ple. The recent incidence of
rigging clections through vie-
lence, Intimidation a
rape of women iIn the m:ﬂ
constituencies are similar ex-
periences which are betler
forgotten but cannot be. The
most recent episode of an
“encounter” on the high scas
near Karachi in which the
Naval forces killed 13 men al-
leged to be members of Al
Zulhiqar, said to be a terrorist
organisation led by the latc Mr
Dhutio's son Murtaza. The offl-
cial account of the encounter
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military option.” Mr Akhtar
continued and said “Fast

biggest folly was the
buflding up of the MOM as a

siale apparatus against his op-
ponents, but ft

nowhere.
MPoliticians and commenta-

tors have suggesticd various
measurces 0 lackle the com-
licated problems of Sindh.

st of these are however
short-term measurcs which
will merely brush the prob-
lems under the carpet bul not
climinate them. But f Islam-
abad remains obscssed with
the illusion of secking a sol-
ution of the situation by elimi-
nating the PPP and playing

one group against the other,
the results could be worse

than experienced so (ar.

Wanted — Aid Programme Switch to Help Indian Poor

Ravi Narayanan writes from Bangalore

S the Indian cconomy
is restructured, the
country's poor will

become cven poorer, and the
ranks ol the largest poor
pepulation in the world will
swell even larger.

The crisis is partly due to a
desperale attempt by the In-
dian government to meel its
foreign repayment obligations.
Foreign exchange reserves
were reduced last year to only

[ two wecks' worth of imports,

becausc of a sharp [all in ex-
ports and income.

Faced also ‘with a record
high foreign debt, New Dclhi
last ycar borrowed 83 billion
from the International Monc-
tary Fund. In return it devalued
the rupce by 20 per cent,
pledged to cut the [iscal defieit
to 6.6 per cent and undertook
o libcralise trade and indus-
trial policy.

This gives a gloomy outlook
lor India’'s estimated 320 mil-
lfon poor. The best outlook for
agricultural production, on
which the incomes of the vast
majority ol the rural r de-
pend, will be for no growth.

Projections estimate 1.5
per cent less foodgrains than
last year to be produced, and
infllation at 12 per cent is
nearly three times higher than
six ycars ago.

The r have been bur-
dened by a sharp cul in fer-
tiliser and food subsidies, as
the fiscal deficit has been cut.
Farmers also faced a 30 per
cent hike in fertiliser prices
last year and a further hike
this year is almost certain.
Although small (and marginal)
farmers were exempted [rom
the risc, the rural poor have
nol been exempt from its gen-
eral inflationary impact.

The sharp rise in [ood

Letters for

88,

Pacemaker
Sir, Bangladesh is 'satisfied’
with 2.1 billon dollars BAC
aids for 1992-93 FY. This more
than expected amount has
come on time to her rescue
and will keep her spirits alive
to reach ]

Aid Club's annual workout
makes up her budget which
may persuade a patriot to hope
that the nation will not have to
rely on this aiding system
much longer even if hardships
continue for a longer period.

Bangladesh has since her
independence been battling all
sorts of chronic calamities and
corruptions having been bound
by debt pressures that have
provided her with no alterna-
tive to efforts for mere subsis-

The Indian economy, faced with a massive drop
high foreign debt, is bei

in foreign exchange reserves and a record
ng restructured. The cost of much of the programme is being borne
by the poor, who have lost the subsidies they rely on and seen prices rise beyond

their

means. The answer, reports Gemini News Service, must be to restructure India’s foreign
atd programme alongside its economy.

E

IN CRISIS
India’s Poor Growing Poorer

prices has had the most fim.
pact on many of the country's
poor. Some 16 million tonncs
of [oodgrains, almost 10 per
cent of the nation's produc-
tion. are distributed cach year
al subsidised prices by the
government through the Public
Distribution System (PDS). The
beneliciaries are mainly the
poor who cannot afford market
prices.

In December 1991, to try to
curtail the food subsidy, the

government increased the
price of rice under the PDS by
a helty 30 per cent and wheat
by 20 per cent. PDS sugar
prices have also becn pushed
up 30 per cent during the last
Lwo years.

For poor agricultural wage
labourers who earn as little as
11 rupeces a day, these iIn-
creascs are catastrophic, If left
unchecked, they would lead to
a further drop in the alrcady
low number of [ood calories

publication in these columns should be |
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasens of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

| addre

tence.
Probably now could be one

last time this nation made a
concerted endeavour with
right personnel toward achiev-
ing selfl-sufliciency in each sec-
tor in lieu of expecting aids to
feed her budget up. With that
objective in her perspectives
should LDC Bangladesh con-
sider re-ordering priority of
schemes against updated facts
and projected changes in
econo-physical infrastructures.

Besides, among the fore-
most measures in conflronting
nature’'s havocs particularly
flood and drought, in addition
to forecast, afforestation, em-
bankment, river/canal dredg-
ing, flood channels, upstream
control, river training, estuary
treatment, tubewell, etc.,

——

maybe Hydrobanks.
lHydrobanks — towering
containers, elevated and un-
derground reservoirs, mobile
tanks, and the llke — as stocks
ol flood water may lessen (lood
intensity and can also serve
the drought areas with under-
ground and overhead pipelines
and narrow canals discharged
by mechanical or manual de-
vice. Hydrobanks will save
arable lands producing higher
yiclds and, most of all, may re-
lieve the natfon of the label
International Basket Case’.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh.

Multinationals

Sir, The present demo-
cratic government is encourag-
ing foreign investments in the
country to ensure rapid indus-
trialisation. But it is gathcred
that some major multinational
companies are planning to
close down their businesses in
Bangladesh. Some have already
done so. It 18 understood that
the multinationals are experi-
encing loss because their

Indiains consume each day.

According to the World
Bank, India's daily calorie
supply increased by just one
calorie between 1965 and
1988, to 2,104 calories per
pcrson cach day. In contrast,
the average for 41 of the low
income countrics rose [rom
1,988 to 2,331 calories during
this period.

Faced with a crunch on its
resources, the [ndian rn-
ment has sharply cut its
spending on rural develop-
ment. The ministry's funding
has been cut by Rs 4 billion
this year, to Rs 31 billion,
Money for the rural employ-
ment scheme, which forms
the backbone of the govern-
ment anti-poverty effort, has
been reduced by Rs 500 mil-
lion, while rural backwater al-
locations have been cut by Rs
1.2 billion.

The national budget pre-
sented to Parliament al the
end of February reflected In-
dia’s new cconomic rcalily. Its
highlights — partial convert-
ibility of the rupee, liberalisa-
tion of gold imports, interest
and income tax concessions
and import duty reductions —

mean nothing for the rural
millions, at least in the short
term.

They are becoming the ma-
jor losers as the country, un-

products have no markcl as
before in the country. For in-
stance, in the fleld of clec-
tronic goods, local manulac-
turers are supplying products
at a cheaper price than those
of the multinationals. It is of-
ten alleged that certain local
asscmbling companies are not
paying proper taxes or import-
ing their raw materials from
nearby countries on pa nt
of less duties. As a result, the
products of these companies
are cheaper while the quality
products of the multinationals
are costlier.

As a citizen of this country
I would obviously appreciate
the flourishing of our local
companies but multinational
companies are also needed be-
cause they are supplying qual-
ity products and providing
better jobs to a good number of

| think the government
should take some measurcs to
protcct the business also of the

multinationals in Bangladesh.
gﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂt Agricultural
College, Dhaka.

der pressure [rom interna-
tional lending institutions,
moves o inlegrate its economy
with the rest of the world's.

"The economic policics ol
the government have been dc-
signed to tackle the immediale
crisis,” says the government's
Economic Survey for 1991-92.
“The crisis has involved hard-
ship for the people. The gov-
ernment has tried to amelio-
rate it, but not enough. The re-
sources of the people are lim-
fted.”

The poor cannot be just
cast aside. In such a situation,
foreign aid can and must play
an important role in alleviating
the problems caused to the
poor by India's programme. It
could even be said thal, with-

oul such support, the eflec-
tiveness of government may be
weakened,

India on average receives
less then 82 billion a year as
foreign aid. The $2.9 a person
India gets is one of the lowest
among low-income countries
and neceds to be significantly
sicpped up.

At the same time, increase
should be directed in such a
wily that it fits into the larger
siralegy of poverty reduction
and complements the Indian
government's approach Lo tLar-
geting the poor with spocial

poverty alleviation pro-
grammes.
Foreign donors, too, gener-

ally agree with this approach.
But now, more than ever be-
fore, they need to put. their
money where their mouths
are, The impact of the current
Indian economic crisis on the
world's largest collection of
poor demands no less.

RAVI NARAYANAN was
recently appointed deputy
director of programmes for
the charity Action Aid.
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OPINION

Wealth Tax and Income Tax

In his article "Some
Thoughts on the Coming
Budget” (The Daily Star, May
8}, Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed, a
former Deputy Prime Minister,
very rightly stated that by tax-
ing the income generated from
wealth, and wealth itsell, Lhe
government has been resorting
to double Laxation, which runs
con to basic principles of
taxation. This, as Mr Ahmed
has said, rightly is an irony and
contradiction in terms. The
democratically clected gov-
ernment should forthwith dis-
continue this policy of double
taxalion, introduced by the
prcvious aultocratic govern-
ment.

If for any valid and unavoid-
able reason, Wealth Tax is re-
tained for the time being, its
structure should be ratio-
nalised, so that it does not ap-
pear oppressive. At present, a
person holding wealth (cash,
bank balance, land, shop.
house etc) over Tk 10 lakh is
subjected to Wealth Tax. This
amount was [ixed scveral years
ago. Keeping in view the cco-
nomic realities of steep rise in
prices and cost of acquiring
immovable wealth, the previ-
ous Tk 10 lakh cefling should
be raised to at least Tk 50
lakh. In other words, pcrsons
owning weallth of over Tk B0
lakh should be subjectcd to
Wealth Tax, otherwise, this
will be utterly inconsisient
with the present government's
much publicised policy of free-
market economy. Oppressive
taxation measures, includi
double taxation, and policy
free market economy are con-
tradictory, 10 say the least. The

soonecr this anomaly is re-
moved, the better for the gov-
ernment and the pcople it
governs.

The people would eagerly
wait to see how our bold and
agile Finance Minister tackles
this important issue in the
coming budpget.

May | also suggest that, in
order to create a climate ol
trust and confidence betwecn
the government and the tax-
payers, Lhe present income
limit of Tk 10 lakh, under the
Sell-Assessment Scheme,
should be raised to Tk 25 lakh.
Besides, to encourage growth
of private savings through

ised means, the existing
rovision of investment al-
for Income Tax rcbate

(30% or Taka one lakh
whichever is less) should be
raised to Tk 2 lakh or 40%
whichever is more. These
measures will be consistent
with free market economy pol-
fcy and other economic reali-
ties of present day. Such mea-
sures shall greatly help aug-
ment tax-revenue, in the
longer run. It should be under-

stood by policy-makers that,
high rates of direct taxes al-
ways prove counter-productive
in that; under such situation
even honest tax payers find out
ways and means to avoid exira
taxes. If the tax structure is
rational and legitimate, ple
consider it their duty
to pay the taxes voluntarily,
with a sense of pride for par-
ticipation in the aflairs of the
government, be it adminisira-

tion or development.
A Citizen
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