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was killed on June 7, 1966, in
police firing in Dhaka. They
criticised the post-75 regimes
for * distortton” of the
history of the liberation strug-

running the state aflairs.

He also accused the gov-
emment of complicity in filing
the Straj Stkdar murder case

the Awami League MPs
ur Razzak, Tolael Ahmed
and Mohammad Nasim. "Such

the of the Indemnity
Ordinance and the anti-Golam
Azam campaign.”

The BNP ment must
answer for the army officers
who were killed in jafl, Azad
said, alleging that in the days
of the Zia government 10 to 12
army officers were killed every
night.

The Awami League leader
also raised questions about the
killing of Col Taher, Maj Gen
Han!lur and Maj Gen Khaled

He refgretted that the gov-
ernment had filed case of
sedition against Jahanara
Imam, the mother ol a mar-
tyred freedom [ighter, "but
remains silent about scll-con-

38 killed
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ing rows over [amily matters.
But it was found that police
were hardly ipvestigating the
cases. :

Of the daring robberies and
hijackings during last month,
a currency trader, Yunus Mia,
was robbed of around Taka one
and a hall lakh at Mugdha on
May 21 aflter he had been
.tlgbed, another businessman,
Gomez, was robbed of Taka
one and a hall lakh at gun-
point at Indira road, a house-
wife, Shamimara, was hijacked
of gold-ornaments worth about
Taka 30,000 at Kalabagan on
May 28. The house of Makid
Haider, a Deputy Secretary of
Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation
(BSCIC), at Uttara was also
robbed of cash and goods
worth about Taka about one
and a hall lakh. Cases were
lodged with respective lice
stations but the crimi are
yet to be nabbed, according to

Of the clashes, two groups
of musclemen clashed iIn
English road area on May 21,
22 and 24 to take control of a
brothel situated nearby in
which at least 50 persons
were injured and another 30
were arrested by police. In
another incident armed men
left 15 people wounded when
they clashed on May 24 over

taking lease of a ferry ghat at
Sadarghat.

Besides, two groups of stu-
dents of Mirpur Bangla College
clashed in and around the col-
lege several times afler three
teachers inchuding the college

rincipal were manhandled.
students of Nabakumar
Institute and Madrasha-e-Alia
also clashed with each other at
Bakshibazar area on May 10.

Musclemen also clashed at
Hazaribag, Jigatola, Mirpur,

in the city last month.

In several road accidents in
the city, at least 16 pcople

were killed and around 35°

were injured, according to the
reports published in the dif-
ferent daflies. Another 10 peo-
ple including three students of
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) were drowned in the
river, Buriganga last month.

. . i i

Awami League held a discussion meeting in observance of June?

Repeal Indemnity Ordn

fessed killers Farooq-Rashid
and the killing of four national
leaders in Dhaka Central jail on
November 3, 19757

Azad said the Indemnity
Ordinance must be repealed in
the coming session of pariia-
ment to stop terrorism and
establish rule of law.

Newspapers
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urged the newspaper Icaders
to maintain objectivity in news
reporting.

She said government would

welcome constructive
criticism and helpful sugges-
tiona.

Information Minister Ba-
rrister Nazmul Huda was also
present.

The members of the delega-
tion were : Barrister Moinul
Hussein, President BSP, Anwa-
rul Islam, Secretary Gencral,
BSP, Sanaullah Noori, Presi-
dent, Editors Council, AQM
Zainul Abedin, Secretary Gene-
ral of Editors Council, Rea-
zuddin Ahmed, President,
BFUJ, Amanullah Kabir, Secrc-
tary General, BFUJ, Shahjahan
Mia, President, DUJ and Altaf
Mahmud General Secretary,
DUJ

Workers Party
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unity of the peasant wings and
those of Itural labourers
and students would be com-

smoothly by July.

Unity of both labour and
youth fronts is likely to be de-
layed, sources added.

According to the under-
standing reached by the con-
cerned leaders, Abdul Matin
and Ali Abbas of the now de-
funct UCL and SD are likely to
be elected as president and
general secretary of the peas-
ant front of WPB, party insid-
ers said.

Bimol Biswas and Sailul
Hoque of UCL and WP respec-
tively have the brightest
prospects to become president
and secretary of the party's
agricultural labour front while
Nur Ahmed Bokul and Raglb
Ahsan Munna, leaders of the
UCL's student wing Ba sh
Chhatra Moitree, arc likely to
be elected president and sec-
retary of the WPB's ncw stu-
dent wing, sources close to the
party’'s standing committee
told The Daily Star.

The unity of the youth
fronts of the party is facing
complicacy as lormer secretary
of WP's youth front Nurul Islam
Choton, now an aspirant for
the post of general secretary of
the united o tion, is be-
ing opposed by a significant
number of his party colicagues.

He, however, is learnt lo be

enjoying the blessings of the
party .
Fazle Hossain Badsha,
leader of UCL's youth wing
Jubo Moitree is likely to be
clected president of the
party’s would be youth [ront,
sources .

The unity of the labour
wings would be dclayed as
labour leaders of the party have
taken up the task of bringing
some more labour organisa-
tions in the unity process,
sources in the WPB said.

Whatever the case may be,
Abul Basher, President of the
WFP's labour front Jatiya Sramik
Federation and Tipu Biswas,
President of UCL’s labour
front, would be clected presi-
dent and ral secretary of
the united labour front of the
party, sources confirmed. Ac-
cording to sources the namcs
of the united front organisa-
tions of the newly organised
Workers Party would be de-
cided in the unity conferences
of the concerned organisa-
tions.
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All bodies under |

Debt Settlement
Board suspended

All committees, constituted
under the Debt Settlement
Board and its activities, have
been suspended until further
order, reports BSS.

State Minister for Land M
Kabir Hossain disclosed this in

| the 4th Standing Commitlee

mecting on the Ministry of
Land at the Bangladesh Jatiya
Sangsad Saturday.

Members of the Standin
Commillee and members o
the parlfament Amiruddin Ah-
mad, Mozibar Rahman Taluk-
dar, Begum Rowshan Elahi,
Shahiduzzaman, Enamul Iloq,
Shahjahan and Abu Bakar were
present.

Whip Mahbub Alam MP,
Ansar All Siddiqui MP and
AKM Jahangir Hussain MP
were present as special guest.

Dacoit killed in
police firing

From Qur Correspondent

RAJBARI, June 6: One al-
leged dacoit was killed in po-
lice firing on the river Padma
near Karalgandi area of
Sadarpur upazila here Lhis
moming.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion a contingent of police lol-
lowed the dacoits travelling on
a boat in the mainstream of
Padma and challenged them.

Kalam Haldar was killed in
police firing during exchange
of fire between the two sides.

Haldar was an inhabitant of
Bandarkhola village of Shibpur
upazila under Madaripur dis-
trict.

Police also arrested five of
the alleged dacoits Abdul
Halim Shaikh, Anwar Bepari,
Khaleq Siraji, Dabir Munshi
and Kazi Mushfiqur. All of
them hatl from Shibpur upa-
zila.
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Aleya's husband

taken on remand

By Staff Correspondent

Rearuddin Ahmed, husband
of Tauhida Begum Aleya was
brought on two-day remand by

Mo uced Mdln
Ahmed fore the Chief

ay remand for ques-

tioning. But the Magistrate
ted remand for only tow

Tauhida Begum Aleya, wife
of Reazuddin, was found dead
at her husband’s residence at
Noor Fattah Lane at Lalbagh
Friday morning.

Reazuddin's family mem-
bers claimed that Tauhida was
clectrocuted. But when Lalbagh
Police rushed to the spot they
found bruises around her
throat.

On suspicion that Tauhida
was murdered, immedi-
ately arrested Reazuddin on

Meanwhile, the autopsy of
Tauhida's body was done at the
Forensic rtment of the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-

tal Saturday. But they are yet to

' release the report, a medical

source said.

Sharif murder

Our correspondent adds :
Ramna police are yet to nab
the killers of Sharil Ahmed
Chowdhury till Saturday, ac-
cording to police source.

Police recovered the bullet-
ridden body of Sharil [rom
Mymenshingh Road near
Sakura Restaurant Friday
momming. He bore bullet holes
on the chest. He was a student
of Habfbullah Bahar Collage.

Police said, they are hunt-
ing for the killers but have not
yet been able to trace out any-
one connected with this mur-
der.

Next round of
Dhaka-Yangon
talks June 15

Bangladesh and Myanmar
will hold another official level
meeting at the Myanmar fron-
tiecr town of Maungdow on
June 15 to expedite the pro-
cess of repatriation of Ro-
hingya Muslim refugees.

A senfor oflictal of the Min-
istry of Foreign Afflairs told
UNB yesterday that the mecet-
ing will take place in accor-

dance with a proposal placed
by Bangladesh at the last
meeting in Teknaf on Thurs-
day.

Chittagong divisional com-
missioner Omar Faruq Iis
scheduled to lead Bangladesh
side while the Myanmar team
is expected to be headed by
Director General of Immigra-
tion Department Aung Maung.

This will be the sixth round
of talks between the officials of
the two countries to work out
modalities of the repatriation
of tens of thousands of Myan-
mar Muslim refugees sheltered

| in Bangladesh.
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Motijheel Commercial Area in city yester-

— Star photo
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A woman holding

Sarajevo. Story on page 5

' .-,‘;r-'im'-
a child in a cellar on Saturday during
shelling on the Bosnian capital Sarajevo. The shelling took
place despite the UN brokered agreement on reopening the

Serb-controlled airport and the evacuation of Berbian
troops from the Marshal Tito barracks in the centre of

—AFP photo
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retrenching the workers (o
cover its weakness and faflure.

The CPD chiel strongly de-
manded of the government to
stop giving subsidy to the pro-
cess of denationalisation and
fair competition between the
industries in the public and
the private sector.

Chaired by Manik, the rally
was also addressed by the
party’'s General Secretary
Nurul Islam Nahid, its parlia-
mentary parly lcader
Shamsuddoha and central
leaders Mujahidul lslam Selim,
Nuh Ul Alam Lenin and
Moniruzaman.

The CPB President bitterly
critictsed the government for
not implementing the gov-
ernment-SKOP agreement and
said the Sramik Karmochari
Otkya Parishad (SKOP] had
been compelled to go for
strike following ‘breach of
commitment’ by the govern-
ment.

Manik called upon the op-
position parties to launch a
united movement to foree the
government try Jamaat Chiel
Golam Azam for war crimes
and to protest the undemo-
cratic activitics of the govern-

nt.

He also demanded repeal ol
| the indemnity act with a view

Retrenchment no remedy

to establishing rule of law In
the country.

Regarding the Indo-
Bangladesh issues, Manik de-
manded cordial initiative by
the government for share of
Canges walcr as per inlerna
tional river act.

He alleged that the bilateral
problems of Bangladesh and

India were yel to be resolved
due to unwillingness of the
BNP government.

Nurul Islam Nahid de-
manded a development-ori-
ented budget in the coming
budget session of the Jaliya

scssion. :

lHle asked the Prime

Minister Khaleda Zia to prove

the conspiracics against her
government as she claimed.

Mannan denies
'dissident
group's meet at
his residence

Awami League Presidium
member Abdul Mannan Satur-
day catcgorically denied that a
"dissident group” of the party
met at his rcsidence and de-
cided to break away from the

Awami League.

ZF Mobile goat-sellers in

Motijheel CA

By Nazmul Ashraf

Goats are now being sold in
the busy Motijheel Commcrcial
Area of the capital.

As the Eid-ul-Azha festival
nears, goats have been added
to items like rice, fish, veg-
etables, spices, fruits, poultry,
clothes and books that are be-
ing illegally sold since long on
the Motijhecl footpaths.

Goats brought in from rural

arcas are now available on the
footpaths along the Motijheel
main street and the by-lanes
creating a public nuisance cs-
pecially for hundreds of office-
goers.
"But it's also an opportunity
for people Lo buy their sacrifl-
cial animals on way back [rom
office without taking much
trouble,” said Billal Miah, a
goat-scller.

Billal brings pgoats from
Bhairabbazar by train and sells
them on the city streets.

Asked why he sold goals on
the footpaths, Billal explained,
"You know that the ecity 'haats’
for sacrificial animals arc yct Lo
starl operations. So we are tak-
ing the advantage”.

Billal earned a profit of
Taka 600 from the sale of two
medium-sized goals on

Miah Chan came [rom
Madhabdi of Narsingdi district.
He carried goats on a truck on
his first day of business

Thursday.
Talking to this correspon-
dent in [ront of the Agrani

Bank head oflice, Chan in-
formed that he also travels the
city roads to sell the goats he
brings.

Passers-by were seen curi-
ously observing the unusual
scene — goats tied up with
ropes held by the traders on
the city roads. Many stopped
and asked about the prices’of
the animals while others just
walked away looking.

Vendors regularly found at
the Shapla Crossing said that
they drove away the goat-scll-
crs, who thcy say werc cn-
croaching on their business

sitcs.

While obscrving the goat-

scllers on the footpaths, this
staffer of The Daily Star also
questioned a policeman on
duty as to how the [ootpaths
were occupied illegally. But he
fgnored the query and walked
awsry.
A buyer, an employee of
Sonalli Bank, seemed to be
happy finding all the goods in-
cluding sacrificial animals at
the door of his office. "l just
come out of the oflice, pur-
chase my commodities without
expericnecing the trouble in a
busy city market and start for
home."

While visiting the Motijhcel
Commercial Arca during oflice-
hours, this correspondent
found goat-scllers beside the
Sonali Bank head office, at difl-
ferent points on the footpaths
and the lanes and by-lanes of
Dilkusha C/A and the Toynbee
Circular Road.

Unauthorised sales of daily
esscntials on the sald spots

have also tremendously in-
crecased ahead of Eid to be
celebrated on June 12,

Morcover, Eid items like
semai, lachchi and fine rice
are also available there.

The blocked footpaths
compel the passers-by to walk
on .the main street increasing
the risk of road accidents.

Digging of roads by the
WASA has contributed to the
worsening of the traflic situa-
tion in the busy commercial
areas,

Parking of cars has become
almost- impossible along the
sides of the wide streets.

Despite all these problems
cau by the unauthorised
vendors, the concerned au-
thoritics are silent due to rea-
sons unknown.

On the other hand, ignoring
their suffcrings, members of
the general public seem happy
with the advantage of buying
all the things they need in ar
cas near their places of work
and thus saving themselves
from the hazards of city mar-
kets.
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INYARBAKIR (Turkey], June 6 Turkish- troo
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Turkey, officials today. They said 20 rebels of the banned
Kurdish Workers (PKK)] were killed near Ulundere

Town bordering Iraq a

trigger new ME war: Syria

AMMAN, June 8: lsracll raids on south Lebanon could
ger a new Middle East war, Syrian Foreign Minister Farug
Shara said here today ahcad of an Arab Ministerial Meeting on

the peace process. rcports AFP

Three cheers
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tration which he criticised
soon aller he had become a
Minister, the reply from Rah-
man was categorical. As he put
it, "now, | feel more strongly
and worse (about Lhe situation)
than | had pointed out last
time.”

Now;, in malching the
frankness of the Finance Min-
ister, let us be candid in look-
ing at some of the implications
of what Rahman suggests as
the declining level of efliciency
in the administration.

There is little doubt that it
is the Inclliciency of the ad-
ministration, with all fts bu-
reaucratic boltlenecks, which
causes part of the frustration
lo the private sector which the
Minister has sharply — some
would say, unjustly — criticised
for its lack ol initiative. How It
alfects foreign investors and
multinational nics which
deal with more streamlined
administrations In say,
Malaysia, Thalland and Sri
Lanka s anybody's guess. And,
let's face i1, wherever there is
an InefMicient administration
with too many so-called con-
trol points, there is corruption
in one form or another.

So, when people in the pri-
vale scctor, say, - Things are
nol moving”, they are not
talking only about movement of
files and those precious little
notes from ministers but also
about dismal delays in the/for-
mulation of policies, in the an-
nouncement of their details
and, finally, about their im-

plementation.
Hence, there has been
much [rustration among

traders and industrialists over
issucs involving the Ministry of
Finance and the Bangladesh
Bank, such as the recovery of
loans from "dcfaulters”, the re-
opening of BCCI and the mess
created by a couple of invest-
ment companies. So, the fact
there is a lull and a sense of
uncertainty in the market
place, only partially relieved by
the recent reduction of bank
rates, should not be denied.

In this context, to suggest
as the Minister did during the
interview, that private sector
had become too used to ways
introduced by the past authori-
tarian regime to change its
approach seems unfair. There
is more to the dilemma of the

business community than what

mcets the eye. However, the
welcome initiative taken by
Rahman in promoting a dia-
logue with various trade bodies

and even MPs should eventu-
ally produce belter under-
standing among all concerned.

The damage done to a
country by inefliciency in an
administration scldom remains
confined to the economy alone.
In time, as in Bangladesh, it
touches other aspects ol na-
tional life, especially the law
and order situation, education,
the labour front and utility ser-
vices, to name the most im-

{ poriant areas of popular con-

AJM colony
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Mcanwhile, In a statemcnt
today, CBA President and
Jatiya Sramik League Vice-
President Rehanuddin Rehan
and General Secretary Ismail
Hossain demanded high offi-
clal-level probe to uncarth “the
mystery” Echlnd the RAre.

The Adamjee Patkal Sra-
mik-Karmachari Union (CBA)
leaders expressed sympathy
with the shelterless families of
workers and employees.

They also called for the
government to immediately
provide compensation for the
losses and urged aid agencies

to extend assistance.
Mcanwhile Awami League

suspected that Friday night's
fire at the Dhaka-Baju workcrs’
colony of Adamjee Jute Mills
was an act of arson and blamed
the government for it.

“It's part of a conspiracy
against the mills,” the party
said in a statement yesterday
demanding a judicial enquiry
into the incident.

AL also demanded punish-
ment of those invol in the
dastardly act and com
tion to the affected people.

The statement was issued
aflter a spot visit by a delega-
tion of Awami League compris-
ing Abdur Razzak, Abdul Jall.
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya and Fazhil Haq Mantu.

for Saifur
cem.

Then, someone is bound to
ask, "How is the country being
governed?

Minister Satfur Rahman has
rendered a service by speaking
out about the declining efi-
clency in the administration,
even about the faflure of vari-
ous ministries in meeling
their develepment targets.
Now, it ia for the Prine
ter and her colleagues in the
cabinet to face the challenge
posed by Rahman and start

taking firm measures to
the situation.

Scveral ideas are being
aired by well-meaning experts
who may be cuunl.: among
friends of the present -
ment and admirers of
Khaleda Zia.

One strong | in

the country is that the Prime
Minister and her cabinet col-

::fnenm:ullp a polit-
role in sustaining the mass

support in the countryside
rather than in running their

ministries. When Begum Zia is
out of Dhaka almost every

other day, often accompanied
by two or more senjor minis-

capital,
functions, some of lttle rele-
vance to the responsibilities of
the ministries concerned. For
political reasons, they may be
pleased with the media expo-
sure, but work in their min-
istries remains unfinished and
appointments put off.

In this context, Prime Min-
ister Khaleda Zia seems to be
the most over-burdened per-
son, but over-burdened with
avoidable political chores
rather than with administra-
tive responsibilities.

How the Prime Minister
should cut down on her politi-
cal activities and shift her at-
tention to administration is for
her to decide.

Should she have a Deputy
Prime Minister to share her
administrative burden? Should
she give up the chairmanship
of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) to a person of her
choice, who can manage the
affairs of the o and
ensure its victory at the next
election? And should the of-
fice of the Prime Minister and
that of the Leader of the House
be separated to free Begum Zia
from day-to day parliamentary
duties?

Prime Minister Begum Zia
enjoys a powerful political
mandate. She should stop wor-
rying about it. Instead, she
should start governing the
country by setting up a strong,
eflicient administration.
is the need of the hour,

- Security Press
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sfons on how the company will
run, what will be its new set
up and other matters.

The members of the Board
also include, the Deput
Governor of the Blnglndui
Bank Mahbubur Rahman Khan,
Joint Secretary of the Ministry
of Finance Abdul Mabin Khan,
Joint Secretary of the Internal
Resource Division (IRD) Nasir

Uddin and Additional
Secretary of the Ministry of
Home Shafiur Rahman.

In addition a joint secretary
of the Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications was in-
cluded in the Board of
Directors. His name, however,
could not be confirmed.

The Managing Director of
the BSPP AKM Sekander
Hossain, who resigned on May
31 from the project was also
included in the BSPP new sel
up as the managing director.

An official of the Ministry of
Finance while commenting on
the conversion of the BSPP
into a company told The Daily
Star that it was necessary as
the old BSPP set up had no le-
gal status. It was simply a pro-
ject under the Bangladesh
Bank, he said, adding that now
(after the convers it would
be able to take orders of any
sort of security printing at
home or from abroad.

The BSPP was declared laid
ofl on May 27 by its manage-

anomalies

ment due to some n

the profject.



