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JAMALPUR

Tk 2.15 cr
electric
bills realised

June 6 : Power Develop-
ment Board, Jamalpur Divi-
sion, realised Taka two crore
and fifteen lakh on account of
outstanding electric bills,
official sources said, reports
BSS.,

Taka five crore fell arrear to
electric consumers of twelve
centres of the division.

Divisional authority
launched a massive drive to
realise outstanding electric
bills from consumers,

Meanwhile, five hundred
defaulting electric lines were
disconnected.

SYLHET

Doctors urged
to serve
toiling masses

June 6 : State Minister for
Land M Kabir Hossain has
called upon the doctors to de-
vote to the services of the
tofling masses, reports BSS,

The present democratic
government was committed to
ensure health for all by the
year 2000, he said.

The State Minister was ad-
dressing the doctors at the in-
stallation ceremony of the
newly-elected members of
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion (BMA), Sylhet Branch at
M AG Osmani Medical College
auditorium on A

Deputy Minister for Health
and Family Welfare M Serajul

Hoglt.: spoke on this occasfon
special t

as .

Presided over by Professor
M A Raquib, Principal of Sylhet
Medical College and President
of the Bangladesh Medical
Association, Sylhet Branch, the
function was also addressed by
Secretary General of BMA, Dr
Ghazi Abdul Hoque, General

Secretary BMA, Sylhet Branch,
Dr Shamimur Ra and VP
of Sylhet Medical College

Student Unfon, Ziaul Karim
Za.

Mr Kabir Hossain sought
cooperation of the members of
BMA in framing the new Drug
Policy.

Turning to the efforts of the
present democratic govern-
ment in changing the lot of the

common people, Mr Kabir
urged the of all walks of
life to supplement the gov- .

ernment eflorts to achfeving
the fruits of the real democ-

racy.
MAGURA

UP member
hurt in
miscreants
attack

June 8 : A Union Parishad
member was seriously injured
when a gang of armed miscre-
ants attacked him at village
Teardah, police sald here on
Tuesday, reports UNB.

The UP member, Abu Kalam
(45) of village Ichhakhada of
Hajrapur Union in Sadar up-
the miscreants recently while
he was ret home from
ncighbouring village Teardah.
He went there in connection
with wsocial welfare pro-
grammes.

The miscreants left him in

Kalam once an active mem-
ber of an outlawed political
party, surrendered to the law
enforcing agencics with arms
and ammunition and was
elected as UP member.

Local people hended
ththe-lnmbythr
outlawed rival group.

ComMiLra

2025 apply for
330 honours
scats

June 6 . A large number of
students intending to take
admission in 7 honours sub-
Jects of the Comilla Victoria
Government

—

“Upazila roundup

DINAJPUR

Housewife
commits
suicide

June 6 : A housewife of
Bishwanathpur in Sadar upazila
allegedly committed suicide by
taking poison recently, reports
UNB.

According to family sources,
the victim Lutfa, wife of Abdur
Rahman, following a family
feud took poison to kill herself.
She was rushed to the General
Hospital where she succumbed
in the evening.

The body was buried with-
out post-mortem.

Another report from Mou-
Ivibazar adds : A young man Md
Altaf (21) allegedly committed
sufcide by taking insecticides
at village Tikria in Sreemongal
Upazila recently.

On getting information, a
police party from the Sree-
mongal thana went to the spot
and sent the body to the
Maulvibazar Sadar Hospital for
post-mortem.

The cause of the suicide
could not be ascertained. A
case of unnatural death has
been registered in this
cognection.

MAULVIBAZAR

Rat menace

June 6 : Rat menace has
been spreading in six upazilas
of the district causing exten-
sive damage to the crops,
reports UNB.

Standing crops and vegeta-
bles on hundreds of acres of
land in rural areas in the dis-
trict have been invaded by rats.

Allected farmers of the dis-
trict [afled to check the men-
ace due to lack of necessary
insecticides, they alleged.

The district was not cov-
ered in the recent rat-killing
drive throughout the country.

BORGUNA

District town
beset with
problems

June 6 : na town is
beset with manifold problems
causing untold suffering to the
dwellers, reports UNB.

Faulty drainage system,
unauthorised shops and houses
built beside the road, indis-
criminate parking of rickshaws
and other vehicles, absence of
public toflets and mosquito
menace have been vitiating the
surroundings for a long time.

Moreover, innumerable
cracks and potholes have de-

velo on different points of
rnt:r:gnullng irmanvtpnultrmc o
vehicular traflic and pedestri-
ans. A large number of poor
teenage boys are seen plying
rickshaws having no licence
and creating traflic congestion

In absence of a proper
drad system, roads in the
town often go under water al-
ter a light shower while a
moderate rainfall submerge
many points of the town.

CHAPAINAWABGANJ

Cattle lifting
rampant

June 6 : Cattle lifting has
become a regular feature in the
Barind area for a long time,
reports UNB.

At least 200 incidents have
been reported from the arca
inchuding Nachol, Gomostapur,
Bholahat and Sadar upazilas of
the district, Godagari, Thanor
in Rajshahi district and
Namatpur, Manala of Naogaon
District during the last four
months.

Armed with Jethal weapons
miscreants often take away
farmers’ cattle by show of force
from the crop flelds. Some of
them come from across the
border, the farmers reported.

The of a pair of fows
or buffaloes range between
Taka 6,000 and Taka 10,000
in the market, which most

cannot afford.

The BDR personnel seized
11 cattlehead while being
taken away to India recently

NAOGAON

Oath-taking

ceremony

June 6 : The oath-taking
ceremony of Bangladesh Medi-
cal Assoctation (BMA), Naogaon

unft was held recently
at the local Coronation Hall,
reports UNB

The BMA President Dr M A
Majed attended as chief guest
and administered cath to the
newly elected members.

Cwil Surgeon Dr Al was In

the chatr.

The BMA Ser.ngry -
ral Dr Gazt Abdul Huq and
Deputy Director of shahi
Diviston, Health. Dr
MCWM-
special guests.

Naogaon Zilla BMA Branch
Prestdent Dr Nurul Islam
Mondal and Dr AT
M Shahjahan Al on the
oncasion.

.mhcn,TnngnH

CHAPAINAWABGANUJ : The local newsmen brought out a silent procession protesting the
harassment of Journalists through false cases by the administration on June 4.
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KUSHTIA, June 6 : Mango,
one of the main seasonal and

is now dear.

The prices of different va-
ricties of mangoes available in
the local markets are more
than double in comparison
with the prices of the name
during last year.

The prices of mangoes have
shot up this year due to the
sharp fall in production and
rising demand in home and
abroad. :

Huge quantity of mangoes
are produce including the
gualit}r ones in Greater Kushtia

istrict, But the production
has fallen by 50 per cent dur-
ing the last 15 years for want
pragmatic policy and patroni-
sation.

A large number of mango
lrees arc destroyed every year
for use as fuel. The huge use of
these trees in brickfields has
aggravated the situation. Find-
ing no other altermative, the
poverty ridden people of the
villages sell the trees to earn
the livelihood.

It is learnt that the produc-
tion in other main mango pro-

B —

favourite fruits of our country

From Our Correspondent

ducing areas like greater Ra-
jshahi, Dinajpur and Rangpur
Districts has also fallen abnor-
mally.
According to reports, the

total mango production fn our
country was three lakh tons in

1985 and it came down to
1.80 lakh tons in 1991.

A total of 45,000 hectares
of land 18 now under mango
cultivation. The per hectare
production {s now four tons
which was 6.60 tons in the
ycar 1985.

The quality mangoes are
produced in the northern zone
of country including greater
Kushtia Zntrtct. The quality
mangoes are known as langra,
khirsapatf, himsagar, bombat,
fazli and dudsagar.

Abdut 5,000 people are en-
gaged in mango production in

Greater Kushtia while in

Greater Rajshahi, Rangpur and
Dinajpur more than 50,000

people are also engaged in the
same profession.

Numerous traders and bro-
kers from different parts of
the country including Dhaka,
Chittagong, Khulna and

' Favourite mango now dear

Narayanganj throng to the dis-
tricts to buy mangoes.

Bangladeshi mangoes have
also high demand at abroad for
making juice, lelly and sauce.

In the scventies, Bangla-
desh was the fourth biggest
mango producing country of
the world but now its position
is 10th, it is leamnt.

According to experts,
Bangladesh can regain the
previous position by boosting
up production by means of
modern technology which will
fetch a lot of foreign exchange
besides meeting the local de-
mand at considerable prices.

It is learnt that many coun-
tries like India. Pukistan, Brazil
Sri Lanka, Mexico, Indonesia
also produce mangoes and they
have gained a great success in
its position by utilising modern
technology and earning a lot
of foreign exchange by export-
ing mangoes and fts by-prod-
ucts to the Middle East and
other countries.

Indian annually produces 90
lakh tons of mangoes while the
rest of the countries produce
1,42,00,000 tones.

KUSHTIA, June. 6: Al least
50 pcople were injured in a
clash between two villages in
Sadar upazila Wednesday, re-
ports UNB.

Hundreds of villagers of
Adulpur armed with lethal
weapons attacked Lazmipur
and fought battles follwing a
fight between two youngmen at
betel leal market in Laxdimpur

They attacked in retaliation
of the event and ransacked al
least 12 houses. They also ex-
ploded crackers during the
attack and damaged the
adjoining banana garden.

Adulpur villagers demanded

ul solution of the prob-
and threatened of further
action Il It is not resolved soon,

Among the injured, two
were admitted to the Kushtia
General Hospital.

7 held for assaulting
policemen

Police arrested seven peo-
ple including former Chafrman
of Alichara Union rishad
Thursday on charge ol assault
ing two policemen.

Assistant Sub Inspector
Mohammad Alf and Constable
Abdul Khaleque were assaulted
when they were collecting toll
in Alichara Cattle Market
Wed .

The accused also snatched
toll money of Taka 5,000 from
one of the policemen.

The collection of wll of the
market was entrusted to the
police by court as it could
notbe put to auction du topil

_Sectig_r_l 144 at Kushtia

A scene of the drama Bhamda based on Molicre's
Samity Auditorium, Dhaka on June 4 and 5. A work
Academy was held in this connection and the

Litterateur was highly appreciated by the audience.

ing of cases, it was reported.

The arrested are Chairman
Zahirul islam Bomol, Mezamel
Huq, Harun Joardar, Bishu. Ja-
hangir, Haider A{ and Zul
Haque.

A case has been filed in this
connection with the local po-

lice.
Section 144 at
Kusthia

The district administration
imposed Section 144 in the
town frem on Thursday to
avert any possible clash be-
tween Jamaat-e-Islami and
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commit-
tee, .

Jammat decided to hold a
public meeting at Islamic Col-
lcge ground on Thursday at 5
pm while Ghatak Dalal Nirmul

Villagers clash, 50 injured

Committee also called for a
similar mecting at the saem
venue, same time.

The Nirmul Committee
brought out atorch procession
Thursday evening demanding
execution of Gano Adalat's ver-
dict.

Train services
suspended

Train communication from
Rajbari to Khulna andRajshahi
were suspended Wednesday
following a clash between two
feuding parties.

passengers travelling be-
tween Poradaha and Rajbart
suflcred immensecly due to the
disruption, railway source said.

Ncgotiation could not be
rcached between the parties

till 4 pm Thursday.
hit

jute production

GAZIPUR, June 6 ;: The
production of jute will fall far
short of target during current
scason because of the adverse
effect of the persisting drought
and paucity of quality jute sced.

Agriculture Extension De
partment [AED) sources here
told UNB that an intensive
programme had been launched

for cultivation of jute on 29000

acres of land in the district.
But nnl‘g 1500 acres of land

could be brought under jute

cultivation.
Sources sald drought, low
Eriﬂr ul'd|ulc and scarcity of
igh ylelding jute-seed are the
main factors which discour-
aged the jule growers.
Meanwhile, to encourage
and popularise jute cultivation
among the [armers, AED has
set up 5 demonstration plots

A total of 10 projects have
been taken up for implemen-
tation at a cost of Taka 75 lakh
by the Local Government

‘Tartuffe was staged at the Mahila
shop organised by Sylhet Shilpakala
Bengali version of the play by French

— Star Photo

Notes from

Tangail

TANGAIL, June 6: The
eleventh death anniversary of
Shahid President Ziaur Rah-
man was observed here in a
befitting manner on Saturday,
last, reports BSS. .

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party held a Quaran Khani, mi-
lad mahfil, kangalivoz and dis-
cussfon meetings.

A special monajat was of-
fered on the occasion for the
salvation of the de soul.

Jamiatul
unit meet held
Bangladesh Jamiatul Modar-

district branch

held a meeting Sunday at
Darululum Madrasha premises.
The meeting discussed or-

| ganisational matters and pro-

gramme of

aspects,

Speakers stressedthe need
for LE: recognition of Ebtadayi
Madrashas.

Among others Maulana Ab-
dul Latif, Genral Secretary of
the organisation and Principal
Maulana Md Abdus Salam Rajef
spoke on the occasion.

Principal K B M Yusufl
presided over the meeting.

7 hurt in attack

Seven person including a
child and a woman were in-
jured in surprise attack
launched by a group of people
on their rivals at village Goraki
under Mirazpur Upazila re-
cently.,

Police said that one person
was arrested in this connec-
tion.

Centring IRRI hervesting
one group allegedly attacked
the house of one Tomizuddin
of the village. The house in-
mates were beaten. were
treated in Kumudini Hospital.

in progress

The re-excavation work of
the 11 canals in Tangail dis-
trict have been completed in
time during the current fiscal

development

Fifty per cent of the total
work have been done on volun-
tary basis and rest of the works
under Food for Work Pro-
gramm.-l:.

A total of 365 metric tons of
wheat have been allocated for
the parpose.

This was informed in the
review meeting of the District
Canal Digging Committee held
here with State Minister for
Reliefl Lutfor Rahman Khan in
the chair.

Local MP A Salam Pintu and
concerned officials attended
the meeting.

Later, the state Minister
attended astudent gathering as
chiel guest at Kalihati College
auditorfum in Tangail.

Addressing the gathering,
MR Khan recalled their glori-
ous role during the period of

our Liberation War and mass
movement against autocracy.

He said, the student did
well in the past and they
should devote themselves to
study for building their bright
future.

Dacoits kill cop

MYMENSINGH, June 6: A
police man was killed and ari-
other injured when they came
under attack from dacoits on
Thursday, reports UNB.

Police constable Yunus Alf
(40) and ASI Enayet Hossain
were shot at when they went
to arrest two alleged dacoits at
village Baruri in Sadar upazila
of the district. Yunus died on
way to hospital.

Enayet was admitted to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital with serfous bullet
wound.,

Police said the indicent
took place near the house of
the dacoits, Shall and Saiful, at
about 10 am on Thursday. The
attackers snatched one SMG
from police but it was recov-
ered [rom a pond of the village
carly on Friday.

Police picked up 18 per-
sons from the village in con-
nection with the incident and
filed a case against them. The
main accused of the case are
Saiful, Shafl, Bulu and Minu, all
sons of Altal Al of village

BNP unit
confce held

PATUAKHALI, June. 8: The
bicnnial conference of Dumki
thana unit of Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) held here

has constituted a new commit-
tee, reports UNB.

Mahtabuddin Miah and Prof
Mazibur Rahman have been
clected President and Secre-
tary of the committee respec-

| thvely,

Post and Telegraph Minia-
ter M Kermmat AH attended as
the chief t while Mah-
tabuddin Miah presided over
the conference.

The Minister also attended
the meeting of the new

clected me of Lebukhalt
Unfon, BNP, held the same
:ﬂddrtnlnl the meeting,

the minister said the chatrman
and members of the commit-
tee should devote themselves

to the service and welfare of
the people of their locality.
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215 incidents gutted
Tk 1.97cr property

BARISAL, June 6 : A total of
212 fire incidents occurred in
Barisal, Jhalakathi, Pirojpur,
Bhandaria and Bhola in 1991,
Barisal Fire Station office
source says, reports BSS.

According to the source,
the fire stations located in
these places have saved prop-
erty worth about Taka
7,26,80,637. The property
damaged by fire was worth
Taka 1,97,37,080 during iIn

::emgrbd of January to De-
r 1991,

Of the total fire incidents,
50 took place from ovens, one
from cigarette, ® from fire
ashes, 3 from fire playing of
children, 4 from making fire,
and the remaining ents,
from various other sources.

- Non-Government Organiza-
tions' Forum held a seminar on
Saturday on conservation on
the eve of World Environment
Day. Presided over by Punur-

dan Guda, Chairperson of As-

pociation of Development
Agencies in Bangladesh &.Dm
and Director of Caritus, Barisal

Zone, the function was ad-
dressed among others by Md
Kamruzzaman, Md Sahidul Is-
lam, Mr Pal Pravakar Saha, Ms
Tahima Sultana Kajal, Endru

Kishore and Bulbul

Tree plantation, , meet-
ings, film s were included
in the programme.

The State Minister for Edu-
cation Principal Md Yunus
Khan said we have achieved
democracy through a long
struggle and the student
community should come for-
ward {o safeguard the hard-
earn A
The State Minister was ad-
dressing as chief guest at a re-
ception to the newly-admitted
students of Government Bro-
jomohan College of Barisal on
Sunday.

- Distribution machine of
seed, fertilizer developed

AGRI-VARSITY, June 6 : A
highly effective seed-cum-fer-
tilizer distribution machine
has been developed in the
workshop of the Department
of Farm and Machinery of
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity, reports UNB.

A final year BSc Agri Engg
(Hons) student of the depart-
ment Paritosh Roy developed
the machine under the super-
vision of Dr AT M Ziauddin of
the University, said a press
release.

The machine would be able
t4 broadcast seeds of cereal
crops like rice, wheat, pea,
pulses, mustard etc and fertil-
izers including the oil-cake
power and ashes effectively
and in balanced may in lesser
time. ‘

Weighing about 6.15 kg, the
size of the machine is 20 em X
30 cm X 60 cm and it's cost
would be between Tk 400 and
500 only.

Explaining its effectiveness
Dr Ziauddin said the machine

would be succeeded in achiev-
Ing more than 75 per cent
Uniformity Co-effictent (UC) in
our agricultural land against

the backdrop of prevalent seed
broadcasting system, the high-
est UC of which had been
recorded as 43 per cent only.

He said the machine has
been developed with very sim-
ple techniques and it can be
used manually without requir-
ing any skilled person addin
"We hope the machine will
play a significant role in en-
hancing the overall growth of
agricultural production in our
country in future.”

A l4-member executive
committee of Bangladesh Agri-
cultural University (BAU)
Ladies’ Club has been formed
with Prof Hosne Ara Khan, wife
of the Vice Chancellor as

Chairperson and Asya Zoha as
its General Secretary.

Other officer bearers are :
Vice-Chairperson Profl Dr Lut-
fun Ara Hossain, Joint Secre-
tary Shefali Razzaque, Trea-
surer Hosne Ara Patwary, Lit-
erary and Cultural Secretary
Tasalli Mahboob, Game Secre-
tary Nibedita Dewan, Social
Wellare Secretary Kuhel

Haque.

| Illiteracy eradication
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drive in upazila

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Junec 6: A rally
of ficld workers, teachers, stu-
dents, guardians of 14 Mass
Education Centres, 80 Maktabs
and 52 Literacy Centres of
Muksudpur Upazilla under the
district was held at Bonogram
Govt Primary School premiscs
recently.

Organised by Bangladesh
Legal Ald Foundation, the rally
discussed the ways and means
to eradicate illiteracy from this
upazila completely by the years
2000,

The speaker sought the co-
operation of all concerned
with an emphasis on protec-
tion of environment from pol-
lution, family planing, hygiene
sanfitation and welfare matters
of the public including law and
order situations.

The rally was presided over
by Arjul Islam, Chairman of
Moharajpur Unfon Parishad
under Muksudpur Upazila,
Syed Nurul Islam, Deputy Com-
missioner, Gopalgonj, attended
in the function as chief guest,
while Meer Solaiman, edu-
cationist, was present as
special guest. Major (Retd)
Mohammad Yaqub, Founder

Legal Ald Foundation was the
chief speaker and organiser of
the function.

The rally addressed among
others by Abdul Mannan, Abul
Basher, Hassan Ali, Coordina-
tor and Nasima Khatoon, the
best Mass Education Teacher.

The speakers urged the
guardians, students, teachers
and the general public to send
their illiterate family members
specially the girls to attend
classes of mass education.
maktabs and literacy centres
regularly in order to save the
society from the {ll effect of {l-
literacy and thus reducing the
rate of in the area.

The chief guest and the
chief speaker assured the rally
that they would put their best
to approach the concerned
head quarters of this educa-
tional authority to help out this
downtrodden and most {lliter-
ate pcople of this Upaxzilla by
implementing different educa-
tional p mes simultane-
ously and to set an example for
our country in Education cam-
paign. Later, a cultural show on
Mass Education presented by
the artistes of Bangladesh Le-

and Chairman of Bangladesh EI Aid Foundation.

'BDRCS to rehabilitate
erosion- hit people

FARIDPUR, June. 6: new
programme to provide eco-
nomic backup to the erosion
allected people has launched
by Bangladesh Red Crescent
Socicty (BDRCS) in Decreer-
char Unionunder the sadar
upaila of this district on Friday.
last, reports BSS,

In connection with Lthe
launching of this programme a
function was held at Gendu
Mollarhat alone River Padma
where hundreds of rootless
people have been livings under
temporary sheds. They were
rendered homeless by the ero
sion of river Padma.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Secretary General of the
BDRCS Major (Rtd) Alf Hasan
Quraishi said that the Society
had taken up this me
to make the erosion affected

people sell-reliant, The rectpi-
ent families have been grouped
together and each grant of 12
families would be given Taka
24 thousand for a period of
two years, he said. With this
loan-money the group would
be required to on busi-
nesses like' fishing, poultry

farming, kitchen gardening
and other small traders, the
added

The secrelary General fur-

ther said that programme ear-
lier taken up in the coastal ar-
cas ylelded positive results.
Quraishi stressed the need for
close monitoring of the loan
cases by the supervisors for
proper utlization of the loan.

Md AbdurRahim, Deputy
Commissioner of who
attended the function as chief
guest handed over the cheques
to the loanees amonting to
Taka four lakhs.

The function was attended
among others by Chatrman of
BDRCS Fartdpur Unit Kamruz-
saman Khan Gasu, Honou
Advisor of the BDRCS. Husain-
uzzaman Chowdhury, and
Anowar All, Secretary of
BDRCS, Faridpur Unit

Chatrman of Fartidpur Unit
said that five unions of sadar
and Charbhadrasan Upazila
badly affected by river eroston
had been brought under the
programme where 75 [amilies
would given loan.

The function was presided
over by Sad Milaa,
Chairman of decreer Char
Union Parishad.

The jawans of
Rifles recovered contraband
r:lod. worth about Taka 3 lakh
rom different vehicles near
the bus stand in the town.



