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Star poultry farm case

Ershad waived mterest
for partyman : PP

The hearing of the charge
against former President H M
Ershad for his alleged misusc
of power in waiving bank in
terest to the tune of Taka 35
lakh in favour of a poultry farm
owned by a Jattya Party man
was deferred on a prayer of the
defence, reports DSS.

The
Judge Mohammad AN, fixced
June 18 the exact dalc of the
hearing.

Former President Ershad
and five athers including lor-
mer industries secrctary A K
M Mosharral Hossain arc ac-
cused in this case.

All the accused including
Kabir, one of the diree-
of the Three Star Poultlry
at Savar and a JP stalwart
the area were in courl

, still In delention, was

bthrt the court.
Ramszan All, defence lawyer
for Feroze Kabir, prayed lor
the baill of his client and the
court granted thec appeal
:..M a bond of Taka two
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Public prosecutor Abdur
Hiﬂk Khan while dwﬂlng on

the case said the former Pres
ident Ershad to boenclit his
partyman Firoze Kabir had
waived iInterest of Taka 36
lakh which was duc Ilo
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank against
its lending to the Three Siar
poultry. former President
ordered the reliel of interesi
without investigating the case

.and also in complete disrcgard

to the legal steps taken by the
BSB against Three Start poul
try farm thus depriving the
stale exchequer of Lhe re-
SOuUrces.

Ramzan Al claimed that
there was no evidence that his
clitnl [F‘irnlt Kabir) ever

any rclief, nor was

rmnumd in 161 (state-

ment made before). Besides,

the farm is centinuing to pay

instalments to the banks re-
gularly as was scttled carlier.

Earlier, the defonce lawyers
drew the attention of the
court about the difficulties they
were facing in procuring secu-
rity passes to attend the coun
The court asked prosecution
to take necessary measurcs to
___mect the demand.

"~ PM : Environment
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single country to solve Lhis
grcal problem alone. She ap-
pcaled to the developed coun-
tries to extend their coopera-
tion for protecting the envi-
ronment.

The Prime Minister re-
ferred 1o continued pressure
on the resources in the already
over-populated world and
pointed out that the main rea-
son of environment degrada-
tion was uncqual distribution
of wealth resulting in
widespread poverty.

The Prime Minister said
only 25 per cent of the world
population live in the devel-
oped countries who enjoy
more than BO per cent of the
global resources. She men-
tioned that a child of devel-
oped country had food equiva-
lent to that of 125 children of
the developing countries.
Begum Zia said the environ-
ment was at stake to support
the luxurious life of the devel-
oped countries,

Begum Zia hoped that the
Earth Summit being held in
Brazil would make valuable
contribution teo establishing
unbiased international eco-
nomic system for the human
race including rich and poer.

The Prime Minister de-
scribed environment as a na-
tional issue and called for
united approach on this na-
tional issuec {irrcspective ol
party, opinion a position.
She called upon all political
partics to incorporate the pro-
gramme of environment
prescrvation in their party ac-
tivities. She said there was no
scope ol debate or opposition
where the existence of the
entire nation was in question.

The Prime Minister said,
"We have adopted a policy to
attach environment with de-
velopment,” poverty alleviation
had been given priority and
population boom had becn
idenlified as number one prob-

lem, she added.

Begum Zia said the gov-
ernment had taken some posi-
tive steps for preservation and
development of environment.

She said recently the national
environment policy and

pragmatic programmes rclated

to environment prescrvalion
had been approved. She said
the major objective of this
policy was to maintain the eco-
logical Balance of the country
through protection and devel

opment of the environment
and ensuring the uplilt suiting
the environment.

She said the formulation of
thc national prescrvation pol-
tcy and a working plan for na-
tional environment was at the
final stage, necessary amend-
ments are being made in the
laws of the environment of the
country. She said, "We have
restarted the canal digging
programme for maintaining
ecological balance.”

The Prime Minister said
the use of natural resources
suiling the environment had to
be ensured. She said we have
to be more caulious regarding
dire conscquences before the
problem of the environmental
degradation became more
complicated. She also under-
lined the need for involving
the woman community in the
environment preservation pro-
grammes. She said the af-
forestation programme had to
be undertaken as a strong tool
to safeguard ecological balance.
She said the work for creating
a green belt in the coastal area
had to be carried forward.

Begum Zia called upon all lo
takc the tree plantation pro-
gramme as a mission and
spread it in cvery nook and
corner of the country. She said
there was no alternalive to
trees for making the environ-
mecnt beautiful and rich.

—_——
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Environment Day
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being held in Rio de Janetro,
Brawil.

The theme of the day re
Ncets the concern of the world
lcaders and environmentalists
who envisage an ecological dis-
aster unlcss all the nations be-
come active to change their
way of development.

In a message on the eve of
the day, President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas emphasised the
need for making new efforts
for saving the posterity and all
specics of lives and trees.

The Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, in her message on
the occasion called for making
the development of environ-
menial programme a social
movement.

In Bangladesh, where the
environmental problems are
rising steadily, thc day will be
obscrved by dilferent organisa-
tions with claborate pro-
grammes,

Bangladesh Scouts will take
up programmes (o make the
pcople aware of the pollution
and about Lhe ways to check
such pollutions.

The organisations will also
bring out processions with
posters and [estoons. It will
also take tree plantation pro-
gramme and educate people
about garbage management and
other health issues.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission will
hold a discussion meeting at
its office at House 8, Road 12,
Dhanmondi at 4.30 pm. The
State Minister for Environ-
ment, Flood, Fisheries and
Livestock, Goyeswar Chandra
Roy will be the chiel guest

Institute for Environment
and Development Studies will
bring out a procession from
Dhanmondi at 10 am bound for
National Press Club where the
officials will deliver speeches.

National Awami Party
(Iihasani) will hold a discussion
on the day at 4 pm at the party
offlice at 295 Elephant Road.

JU vacation
begins June 10

SAVAR, June 4: All the cla-
sses in Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity will be suspended from
June 10 to July 25 for the holy
Eid-ul-Azha and summer vaca-
tion, offlicial source said yes-
terday, reports BSS,
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I"nrmer M!mster Bagum Khaleda Zu addrum ng a public meeting at Murndnagar Cnnnlla yesterday.

- PID photo

Work for autarky : PM

HYDERABAD (Comtilia), Ju-
ne 4 : Prime Minister llegum
Khaleda Zia today urged the
countrymen to lend their
whole-hearted support to her
government for attaining polit-
ical as well as economic scll-

sulliciency.
"Cooperate with our nation-
alist government . . . inshallah,

we will serve you with our lofl,
"She told a public mctting
here in the local Shamsul Huq
Collcge premises this altcr-
noon.

The Prime Minisicr made a
whirl-wind-hop to this remote
hamict from Dhaka to ket water
flow in the 3.08 kilometlre
| lyderabad-Burinadi rc-exca-
vated canal in Muradnagar up-
azila of the district.

Presided over by local BNP
leader Nurul Islam, the mecet-
ing was addressed, among
others, by Commerce Minister
M K Anwar, Energy and Min-
eral Resources Minister Kha-
ndakar Mosharral llossain,
Works Minister DBarrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia and Mcm-
bers of the Parlfament
Manzrurul Hasan Munshi and
Rabcya Chowdhury.

Begum Zia safid that
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
did not believe in the politics
of rhetoric.

She itcrated various pro-
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11 more killed
in Kabul as
truce fails

KABUL (Afghanistan) June
4. Rival factions agreed 1to a
cease-fire early Thursday, but
broke the fragile truce within
hours, killing at least 11 peo-

ple and wounding more than

100 others, reports AP.

The Islamic carcltaker gov-
ernment said that if the two
warring sides do not work out
a permancnt truce by Friday,
the Joval militia and rebel
forces will intervene

DUTA
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the department's academic
commitice and DUTA cxecu-
live commiltee,

The mecting also expressed
deep concern at the publica-
tion of defamatory ncws ilems
in a section of dailics on a se-
nior teacher of the department
sidetracking the real incident.

It also cxpressed resent-
ment for not taking any action
against those who had as-
saulted tcachers in the past
and demanded that those inci- |
dents be enquired into and the
culprits punished.

Meetings of the university
syndicate and the disciplinary
board will remain outside the
purview of the strike, said a
[DUTA precss release.

Repatriation talks
From e [ Col B
sfons, sources said. They re-
fused 1o claborate ‘at this

slage.’

Security arrangements in
and around the areas where
the refugees are camped,
activities of NGOs working

there, environmental and
social problems figured
prominently in the

deliberations, they said.
Cabinet Secretary Ayubur
Rahman, Home Secretary
Lutfullahil Majid, Director
ﬂcncrnl of Forces Intelligence
J General Nasim,
dditional Foreign Secrctlary
Mahmud Ali were among oth-
ers who attended the mecting.

Water crisis
From Page 1 Col 5
cent was “ltechnical loss™ and
around 30 per cent was non-
technieal loss'

According to him technical
losses included leakage in
pipcline, connection without
meter, and ineffectivencss of
meter whilg the non-technical
losses were illegal connection
and under-billing.

The WASA Chairman said
measures were been taken (o
reduce the system loss and
sought cooperation from sub-
scribers.

By Staff Correspondent

grammes inftiated by her gov-
ernment for attaining cco-
nomic emancipation and said
that Bangladesh could be sclfl
sullicient If these programmes
were implemented.

The PM described the ob-
jectives of her government's
canal digging programme and
said "For Bangladesh canal dig-
ging is very important lor
Irrigation, food production,
fisheriecs and allorestation
aimed at ecological balance.”

"United eflorts arc nccded
for the development of the
country,” she said, “for the
country's prosperity, we have
to do it all by ourselves . . . no-
body from outside would come
up il we don't help ourscives.”

Begum Zia mentioned thal
villages of the country wcre
the main focal point ol the de
velopment programmes of the
BNP goyernment and assurcd
that it would always remain by
the side of the people in re-
moving poverty, flliteracy and
supcrstitions.

"Let us show the world that
we can change our condition
with concerted eflorts.”

The PM pointed oul various
mecasures taken by the [BNP
government including the
compulsory primary education,
frec education for girls up to
class cight, watving of agricul-
tural loan up to Taka 5,000

and taxes on land up to 25
bighas

She also assured that the
government would provide
necessary assistance in sciting
up of small and cotlage indus
trics in the villages.

The Prime Minister empha
siscd the nced for participa
tion of women in the nation-
buflding efforts saying that
"mothers and sisters of the
country will have to be In-
volved in the dcvelopment
works.”

She called upon the village
women 1o rear up cattle and
livestock for help strengthen-
ing rural economy

She pointed oul that about
Taka 300 10 400 crore was be-
ing spent cevery year for im-
porting powder milk, but the
sttuation could be reversed If
we wanl for dairy {arming

Referring to the booming
population ol the country,
Iicgum Zia regretted and said
“If the population grew bigger
al the present rate, a lime
would soon come when there
would be hardly any space in
the country for people to stand
on.”

Earlicr, the PM visited the
Hyderabad-Burinadi canal and
rclcased its water flow. She
also released (ry in the canal
and planted a quick-growing
shishu sapling on the bank.
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The Midnight File

Lanka denies Indian move
to overthrow Premadasa

COLOMBO, June 4 : Sr1 Lanka loday denicd press reports
that India was irying o overthrow President Ranasinghe
Premadasa and destabiltse Colombo by funding a pro-opposi-
tion press. Bradman Weerakoon, Intermational Aflairs Advisor
lo Premadasa. said that to the best of his knowledge’ there
was no truth in the allegation first made by Tamil Tiger
guerillas and given wide coverage «in the state-run press, re-

Cory declares state of
calamity in 3 provinces

ports AFP

MANILA, June 4 - President Corazon Aguino
in three

a state of calamity

today declared
lnlhtnnrlh!rn

Philippines threatened by mudflows from the mount Pinatubo
volcano. Executive secrctary Franklin Drilon said Aquino cfted

Zambales, Tarlaec and Pa

mpanga provinces, and
all in danger u[bﬂn;m!pdbymﬂnﬂ-ﬂ

4 aad recke

that heavy rains could unleash from the slopes of Pinatubo,

Walesa demands
dismissal of PM

WARSAW, June 4 . Polish President Lech Walesa called on
parfament to dismiss Prime Minisicr Jan Olsscwski without

reports Reulter.

delay

lows distribution by the

, & presidential statement said today. The demand fol-
government to deputies of a lop se-

cret list of politicians and officials suspected of being former
scoret police agents, reports Reuter,

UCBL
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tors loaned the moncy from
UCIIL and Invested it at Ra-
jshahi Steel and Engineering
Works.

According to existing law, if
any director of any banking in-
stitution wants to take loan for
any of his enterprise from
banks, he requires permission
of the BB.

According o BB sources,
the central bank was further
investigating into some other
allegations of {irregularities
agninst the UCBL. The sources,
however, did not elaborate on
the allegations.

This 1s the third financial
institution found involved in
malpractices after the Bangla-
desh Commerce and In-
vestment (BCI) and Natjonal
Credit Limited (NCL) during
the last two months.

Akhtaruzzaman Babu is an
Awami League MP elected
irom Anwara thana of Chit-

tagong

[sraeli jets raid
Palestinian base

TYRE (Lcbanon), Junc 4: |s
racli helicopter gunships

rockeled a suspecied Pales-
{ tindan guerilla base. Al

Concern over
BJC move
to sell jute

By Staff Correspondent

Nangladesh Jute Associnuon
(BJA) and Dangladesh Jute Ex-
porticrs Association (BJEA) ex-
pressed their concern at the
decision of h Jute
Corporation (I3JC) to sell about
two lakh bales of raw jute
through tender in the interna-
tlonal market.

A joinl of these two
associations Th viewed
that the decision had been
taken when the local jute mills
are about to be closed down
due to scareity of raw jute.

The meeting alse urged the
authorities concerned to sce
that the raw jute arc not sold
below the export price check
(EPC) for the protection of the
country’s interest

It also decided to hold a
jute convention for implemen-
ling a sound policy on all the
issucs relating to jute.

The meeting held at the
BJA officc was presided over
by the president of BJEA, M A
W ihab,
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