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Diréctorate of Enviro

nment —

Past, Present and Future

The Directorate of Envir-
onment is a small and
comparatively new Govern-
ment Department. The
concepl of containing envi-
ronment pollution and degra-
dation, environment conscrva-
tion and environmenl devel-
opment is still less known in
Bangladesh. However, in line
with the world at large, hope-
fully the concern for contain-
ing environment pollution, en-
vironment conscrvation and
developed environment man-
agement is sprcading [ast in
Bangladesh. Following the
promulgation of “Waler
Pollutfon Control” Ordinance
in Bangladesh in 1973, a pro-
ject styled as "Water Pollution
Project” was launched under
the Public Health Engincering
Department and through it be-
gan the first watcer pollutlion
control programme in the
country. The manpower
strength ol the project was 27
personnel and its activity was
confined to only deciding the
quality of watcr and taking lim-
ited legal action against Lhe
polluter of water.

Scrious consideration was
paid in 1977 to the impacl and
pollution effect of increasing
industrialisalion, transport,
population of the country as
well as outside Bangladesh ac-
tivities on the diflcrent con-
stituents of environment and
in the same year, environment
pollution contrel ordinance
was promulgated in thc namec
and style "Environment Pollu-
tion Control Ordinance No 13,
1977 annulling the "Watcer
Pollution Control Ordinance.”
Through this ordinance, an
environment pollutien control
board and air environment
pellution control ccll were
constituted in the country for
the first time.

Environment Pollution
Control Board was responsible
for policy formulation and ad-
vising on {ls implementation
toward controlling, containing
and diminishing the environ-
ment pollution. Environment
Pollution Control Cell used to
discharge the administrative
responsibilities in implement-
ing the advice on pollution
control of the Environment
Pollution Control Board. This
Cell was run undcr a Dircctor
and ils manpower strength
was 26 personncl. For cnvi-
ronment pollution control un-
der this ccll, a project slyled
"Environment Pollution
Control Project” was launched
simultaneously also in 1977
and the projcct was approved
in 1978. Its manpower
strength was | 18,

Environment Pollution
Control Ccll was opcrative up
to 1977 and the project
named "Environment Pollution
Control Project” from 1978 to
1985 undcer the Development
Budget.

The Environment Pollution
Control Cell and the Project
were-transferred to non-devel-
opment f.e. Revenue Budget in
1982 and 1985 respectively,
and on recommendation of
Administrative Recorganisalion
Committee the two were inle-
grated into onc "Direclorate of
Environment Pollution
Control” and with a manpowecer
strength of 70 was given Lhe
responsibility to run the aflair
ol pollution control.

Risalat Ahmed
Director General, Direcioraie of Cavironment

With the formation of a new
Ministry styled "Ministry of
Environment and Forest™ the
name of the "Directorate ol
Environment Pollution Con
trol® was changed inlo
"Directorate of Environment”
and its sphere of activity was
raised from ‘pollulion control
to overall cnvironment man
agcment. Almost at the same
time, 98 new posts were ap-
proved to incrcasc its man-
power strength, although, ap-
pointment rules yet to be ap
proved, no olher appointments
except a few officers on depu-
tation, have heen made.

The Dircclorate has five of-
fices including the head office,
the other four being Zonal
Divisional offlices at Dhaka,
Chittagong, Khulna and Dogra.
Each zonal office has man-
power strength of 11 (four of-
ficers and seven employces).
Tolal manpower strength in
regular posts at the head office
al present is 28 and alongside,
there are about 30 officers-
employces in different posis
under projcet. There is a labo-
ralory with each Divisional
Oflice, where many different
paramctres of water and liquid
wastics are examined.

Despite its limited man-

powcr, budget and legal au-
thority, the Directorate has al-
rcady achicved noteworthy
succcesscs. The Directorate has
becn able 1o create mass
awarcness al diffcrent stages of
necessitly for environment
conscrvalion. The Direclorate
has for the past scveral yecars
been examining the country's
major rivers and their walers
and has been able to set up a
data bank. The Directorate has
also been regularly examining
the quality of drinking walter
and Lhe watcr used al diffcrent
cstablishments. With the coop-
cralion of Police Admi-
nistration, the Dircclorale has
long been running the
programme Lo conlrol the
black fume and loud horn of
vchicles and has been able to
crcale mass awarcness against
such environment pollution.

In the light of the recom-
mendation of the observation
report of the Directorate on
burning of wood in brick kilns
and its environmental d ;
a ban on bumning of wood in
brick kilns has alrcady been
imposed. As a result of the
Dircctorale's active persuasion,
the government has banncd
the collection, processing and
cxporl of the natural insecti-
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BIO-DIVERSITY AND FOREST

Biological diversity is the

- tolal variety ol genclic strains,

specics and
Mankind is a part of biological
resources of this planet and
the life depends on the un-in-
terrupted functioning of vari-
ous biological ecosyslems
which constitutes the nature,
Man plays the vital role in
shaping the biological system
and its resources by his action,
and, thercfore, must fully ree-
ognize the urgency of main-
taining biological stability of
nature by conserving the bio-
logical resources.

Plants and animals, cvolving
over hundreds of millions of
years have made our plant [it
for the forms of life wec are

ecosysicms.

M N A Katcbi
Chicl Conscrvator of Forests, langladesh

having arc
maintaining
diversity, the chemical

balance. They stabilize climalce,

now,

They
the biological

protcct water-sheds and
rencw soils. We are only
beginning to understand the
rclative {importance of
diffcrent biological ecosystems
or Lthe specics that composc
them.

The biological diversity or
the stems contained iIn it
are now being threatcned by
pollution as well as over cx-
ploitation. Climate change, in-
duced by the addition of
greenhouse gases to the atmo-
sphere, is one of the major
threats to biolegical resources.

Forests are considcred as
the store house of biological

cide. (rog with effect from 30
Scpicmber, 1989 till lurther
order. On recommendation of
the Directorate the govern-
ment has imposed ban on im
port of waste [rom abroad.

The Directoraic has pre-
parcd the draflt on much
neceded National Environ-
mental Quality Standards and
that has been approved by the
spcecialists Commitiee consti-
tulted by the government. The
Directorate, with the help of
Government's Plant Protection
Department, has been able to
implement scicntific partial
restriction on the use of
insecticide in the country. On
the basis of the Direclorate’s
observation and recommen-
dation, registiration of eight
harmfiul insecticides has so far
been cancelled and
cancellation of some more
specially harmful insecticides
is under consideration. To
make the shipbreaking indus-
try environment oriented, the
government has marked spe-
cific areas for the industry only
in Chittagong and Khulna, in
the light of the Directorate's
recommendalions.

Mcanwhile, the Directorate
ofl Environment has expanded
its Nelds of activity, which is
hoped 1o be extended further
in future. Presently running
programmes of the Directorate
include :

Surveying mills and [acto-
ries; locating the polluting
mills and [actortes and moti-
vating/compelling the estab-
lishments concerned to take
measures to control pollution;
surveying vehicles with the
:cn::r of Police Administration

taking action against vehi-
cles exhausting black fume and
using loud horn;

Receiving complaints on
environment pollution and
settling 1L through investiga-
tion.

Regular monitoring in view
of proper implementation of
the Government order regard-
ing prescribed location of ship
breaking industry in Chitta-
gong and Khulna.

Collecting sample from pre-
scribed site, analysis and re-
porting for the international
organisation JAMES,

Holding of Divisional
Environmental Consultative
Commiltce mecting on pre-

scribed [requency.

Collecting sample of drink-
ing water and examining its
bacteriological standard on
regular basis. Regular collec-
tion of sample from different
sample collection sites of vari-
ous rivers and its thorough
analysis — to decide the stan-
dard of river water.

See Page 9

diversity. Its diverse ccosys-
tems supports millions of
specics. It moderates local
climates. Much of the watcer
vapour in the air over tropical
forests, like ours comes from
transpiration through forest
plants and ﬂ:Elhlt local hy-
drological cycle, protects sofl
from excessive crosion and
reduce the silty load of rivers.
It slows down run off and
there by moderating floods and
other harmful activitics of
steam flow,

The forests, the store house
to biological resources once
used to cover B3 million
squarc kilometers or some
40% of the Earth's land sur-
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UNCED AND BANGLADESH
EXPECTATIONS

Md. Fazlul Huq
Joint Secrclary

anislrjr of Enwironment & Forest

Background

Every ycar June 5 is ob-
scrved as World Environment
Day. But this year, the 5th ol
June is an uniquc occasion.

Because it is coinciding with
the United Nations Conlercnce
on Environment and Develop-
ment (UNCED) which is being
held in Rio de Janciro, Brazil
from 3-14 June. The UNCED s
an cvent of the Century and a
followup of the historic United
Nations Conlerence on lluman
Environment held in Stock-
holm in 1972. Since then en-
vironment has been an impor-
tant item in the national and
global agenda for priority ac-
tion and the UNCED is likely
lo see the culmination of this
process of inlegrating envi-
ronment with devclopment.

The United Nations Conler-
ence on Environment and De
velopment (UNCED)] prescnis
a unique opportunity for
mankind to focus international
attention on the fundamcnial
interdcpendence between on-

vironment issues and devel-
opment. From a global per-
spective, the process repre-
sents a4 modest beginning of an
int¢rnational effort to redefine
and reorfient human behaviour,
consumption and production
palterns towards a new sus-
tainable development index for
human development. Probably
no process has mobilized the
public opinion so much on a
single issuc apart from the two
world wars. Indeed at no time
in human history, has the nced
for remedial action been so ur-
gent and insistent. All of us are
now well aware that Lhe only
place where human life exist
in its natural form is on the
surface of the planct carth and
if we do not nurture the envi-.
ronmental patrimony which
we have inherited. We will be
the last generation (o enjoy L

This Confercnee, therclore has
been aimed to ensure our
common development terms,
The obligations of this conlfer-
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