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Assad, Mubarak call
for mini-summit to
boost Arab unity

DAMASCUS, June 4
Presidents Hafez al-Assad of
Syria and Hosni Mubarak ol
Egypt called herc for
a mini-summit to boost Arab

Honecker
indicted

BERLIN, June 4:
said Wedncsday

Bt ASd Gainted R B
German leader Erich He-
necker in the deaths of 49
who tried to flee from

s Communist regime, re-

Berlin

ports AP.

The new greatly in-
crease the num of counis
against Honecker, who has

found refuge in the Chilean

in Moscow. He origi-

nally had been charged with

four deaths of people secking
to reach the West.

The 49 deaths for which

llonecker has been indicled

on manslaughter charges
amount to one-gquarter
of the people trying to
flee over the Berlin Wall or the
now-vanished inner-German
border

*People were killed in a
cold-blood way,” chiel prose-
cutor Dieter Neumann told a
news conlference. Wednesday's
announcement spelled out in
detmil the indictment, which
had been announced only in

general terms on May 15.

Berlin tors say Ho-
necker issued shoot-to-kill
orders to his border guards,
and was responsible for mines
and automatic firing devices
installed on the frontier.

Honecker fled from Ger-
mr:y to Moscow in March
199

RBRIEEFRY

Two killed in Pak

Pakistan air foree mirage fighter cas

solidarity because a full summit

was ble, reports AFP.
told fan journal-

ists that “circumstances” pre-

veniled a 21 -member Arab

summit and instecad
called for a mecting of the
heads of state of the eight Arab
countries that signed a coop-

cralion accord aller the Gull

War,

A summil ol signatories ol
the March 1991 Damascus
declaration-Syria, Egypl and
the Gull Cooperation Council
(GCC) slales Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabla and the United Arab
Emirates — would improve
Arab tics and selidarity, the
Syrian President said.

——

Arab diplomatic sources
sald the talks between
Mubarak and Assad werc Lo fo-
cus on South Lebanon, which
has been subject to Isracli
raids since May 21, the Middle
East peace process and the UN

sanctions against Libya.

has said the ltnmur; in
South Lebanon threatencd the

E::r:t talks begun in Madrid
L October,

- 8 killed on
Kashmir
border

JAMMU(India), June 4:
Eight people were killed and
seven infured in a night-long
skirmish on the Kupwara sec-
tion of the Kashmir border, an
Iindian Border Security Force
(BSF) spokesman said here to-

day, reports AFP.

gﬂlane crash: »

into a school building

in Punjab province on Wcednesday, killing two crewmen,
police said, Reuter rcports from Multan.

They said one school child was injured but most escaped
harm since classcs were being held outside in the shade of

nearby because of hot weather.

The crash occurred at Shah Jamal, 65 km (40 miles)

southeast of the town of Mullan.

A wing commandcr and trainee pilot were killed. The
cause of the crash was not known.

Kurds ina

ugurate parliament:

Kurdish rebels inaugurale their parliament in northern lraq

Thursday

in what thcy sce as a final break with Saddam

{lussein’'s Baathist government in Baghdad, Reuler reports

from Irbil
*There is no turning

back now, we arc on our own,

guerilla leader Jalal Talabani told Reuters. "Il our parliament
works, everyone in Iraq will be convinced Saddam must go.”

The 105-member Kurdistan national

parliament, clected

16 days ago in a vote denounced by Baghdad as illegal, holds
its first meeting in a chamber built by Saddam to house whal
Kurds say was once an asscmbly ol Quislings.

"we are holding the mectling in that room to makc a
political and moral point,” said Hoshyar Zcbari, a scnior
official of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP).

Mali's ex-president faces trial:

Mali's ex-presidcnt

ussa Traore, toppled 15 months ago in

a coup and mass uprising. gocs on train ‘Thursday charged
with the murder of pro-democracy prolesters, Reuler reports

from Bamako.
Ile is the first Aflrican

leader to stand

trial since

democratic reforms swept the continent three ycars ago —
and one of very few Lo be brought to book in a region where
many former leaders have been killed or fled into exile.

The 55-year-old general, currently held at a paratroop base
just west of the capital Bamako, could face the death penalty

if found guilty.

Prosccutors will try to prove he ordered sccurity forees Lo

kill protesters clamouring

in March

1991 for multi-party

democracy in the arid West Alrican country, which Traore
had dominated since he scized power in a 1968 coup.

In four days of demonstrations and riots morc than 200
people were killed, including about 60 burned to death when
troops locked them in a shop and set firc to the building.
Many more wecre gunned down in the street.

Lankan newsmen form action body:

Sei Lanka's

journalists formed an action commillce

Wednesday to combat what thcy said was the government's

opposition to a [ree

press, Reuter reports from Sri Lanka.

More than 500 journalists held a meeting in the capital to
adopt a seven-point programme which called on all political
rties and other mass organisations to safcguard the

reedom of the press.
"We want the

| or the amendment of laws which

prohibit the press from fulfilling its duty,” said Lucicn
Rajakarunanyake, one of the organiscrs of the movement.
"There is a lot of covert and overt opposition to a [ree

media,” he said. The

government

*rushed to the courls

whenever an article critical of the administration was

published,” he added.

China bans BBC correspondent:

China has banned British Broadcasting Corporation (BIC)
corres ent Jamcs Miles from re ng or interviewing
while his journalist's pass is held by authorities, Miles said
Thursday, Reuter reports from Beffing.

Miles' pass was taken by police and no indication was given
as to when it would be returned.

Miles, who has rcported from China for the BBC since
1988, was detained for more than five hours on April 30 after
he covered a protest in Beifing's Tiananmen Square by scven
Europeans, including British member of parliament Robert

Miles was later summoned to the forcign ministry for a
"severe warning” and was accu of taking part in the
demonstration, somcthing he said he strongly denied.

William Maxwell Gaines dead:

Willam Maxwell Gaines, the founder and publisher of the

comic book Mad Magaz

the ne's editor said, AFP from New York.
Gaines died in his sleep at his home in Manhaltan,

according to co-editors, John Ficarra and Nick Meglin.
Gaines began the satirical monthly in 1952, creating the

goofy character Alfred E Newman whose gap-toothed face was
usually featured on the cover and whose “what — me worry?”

became a national catchphrase.
The magazine, which never had advertisers and survived

on newsstand sales and subscriptions has a circulation of

about one million.

ine, died Wednesday at the age of 70,

OSLO, June 4 : NATO for-
eign ministers are, for the first
time, sctting the stage for pos
sible deployment ol thetr sol
diers as peacckecpers in
European conllicts, reports AP

A deciston lo approve a ncw
peacckecping role lor the 16
nation North Atlantic Treaty
Organization was expecied
Thursday at the start of a two-
day meeting,

The change would mark a
rcversal of past policy Hmiting
use of troops to aliance Lerri-
tory and give the miliLary or-

nization a new mission
throughout Europe in the post-
Cold War era

"We strongly support (the
idea),” US Deputy Secretary ol
State Lawrcnce Eaglcburger

said Wednesday.
Eagicburger, lcading the US
delegation, rcfused to say

whet US and gther Western
soldiers might be dispatched
as peacckeepers Lo war-torn

“That is a bridge we cannot
cross yet,” he told reportcrs
alter meeting with Norwegian
Forcign Minister Thorvald
Stoltenberg.

"l would think in the ab-
in the future

siracl... the

Yugoslav- siluaton s one
g:umhl to think aboul,”
said.
Leaders of Bosnia-

Herzegovina pleaded agam
Wednesday for military hclp
from West European nations in
the fight against Serbs, Lrying
to gain control of the newly
independent nation.

European leaders have so
far refused to send peacckecp-
ing forces. But they have im-

economic sanctions of
Serbia, which is widely ac-
cused of fomenting the flight-

NATO diplomats say alliance
soldjers would more Wkcly be

used to help keep the peace In
former Sovict republics. Ofien
mentioned is the cthnie strifc
between Armenia and

m'ut I, NATO

soldiers, logist equipment
and other supplies could be
sent on pe-rruyml missfons

mounted by the 562-nation con-
ference on Security and
Coopcration in Europe. i
draws together the United
Stalcs and Canada with all
Europcan nalions.

On the cve of the mweting,

International s
NATO to play peacekeeping
role in European conflicts

detadls were sifll being worked
on. .
France, wary of expanding
the influence of the US-domi-
nated NATO, pressed for a
more Hmited definition of the
new peacckecping role. The

Untted States backs a broader

NATO would deploy peace-
kecpery only after a request
from the CSCE. Each case
would be considered individ-
ually. Not all nations would
have Lo lake part.

During 1E: meeting, the
Untied States and Britain were
expceeled to press France for
more delails about its plans for
an all-Euwropean army.

Germany, which drew up
the proposal with France, in-
sists the 35,000-strong force
would nol weaken the aliance.
But the United States and
Britain remain uneasy aboul
the idea and want to hear first-
hand from France.

The Franco-German corps
was designed to [further
Westcrn Europe’'s desire to
play a stronger role in s de-
f[enee and reduce the part
playcd by the Unfied Stales.

Hut American offictals fear it
could weaken NATO and en-

BELIING - US Television mr.r-espundent Todd Carrel of ABC News (3rd-L) and cameraman

Mike Nolan of CTV Canadian Television (back to camera) try to evade Chinese plainclothes
police after they attempted to tape a man who unfurled a banner on Tiananmen Square on
Wednesday. The two were arrested along with a CTV correspondent after being roughed up.
Nolan's camera was also confiscated.

— AFP/UNB photo.

courage critics in Congress
demanding further cutbacks of
US troops In Europé.
Washinglon has announced
plans to halve American forces
in Europe to 150,000 by 1096,

On Friday, the foreign min-
isters will meet with counter-
parts from lormer Warsaw Pact
adversaries (o tighten political
and ties.

‘The meeting of three-
dozen ministers will be
part of the Neorth Atlantic
Cooperation Council, a special
forum set up last year to draw
the alllance’'s former foes
closer without granting them
membership.”

Eight of those nations _ all
former Sovict republics on
Friday will sign a landmark
ircaty to reduce tanks and
other non-nuclear arms In

Europe.

The accord was completed
in 1990 but has never gonec
into effect.

Western natipns worry the
treaty will unravel now that the
Soviet Union, a signatory, has
dissolved. They have insisted
that the former Sovicl re-
publics honour it's lerms.

US protests
arrest of 7
reporters

L

In Beijing

WASHINGTON, June 4: The
United States Wednesday
rotested the arrest of seven
oreign rcporters in Beljing's
Tiananmen Square, sitec of the
brutal 1989 crackdown on
pro-democracy demonsirators,
reports AFP.

As soon as our cmbassy In
Betjing heard of the incident it
immediately sought an expla-
nalion from the Ministry ol
Foreign Affairs and public sc-
curity officials, said Statc
Department spokesman

rd Boucher.

We will continue Lo pursue
the issue with the Chinesec
Foreign Ministry, he said.

Boucher said threce
Japanese journalists, Lwo
Canadians, one American and a
German were manhandled,

Israeli human rights group accuses

covert forces of killing Palestinians

JERUSALEM, Junc 4 : An
Isracli human rights group has
accuscd Isracli undcrcover
army units of uni}usliﬁahly
killing wanted Palcstinians,
rcports Reuter.

The B'tselem monitoring
group said in a rcport issucd
today (Thursday) that 19
Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip had
becn killed by undercover sol-
diers oflén disguiscd as Arabs
between January | and May 8
this year.

It said the spccial forces
killed 25 Palestinians in 1991.

“In the last few months un-
dercover units have been act-
ing on a much larger scale.
Accordingly more peoplc were

killed by them,” said Naama
Yashuvi, who wrote the
B'iselem report.

"These are unjustilicd

killings. They are killings of
pecople who could be caught
without being killed,” she told
Reuter,

"There are clear cascs
wherc it was sclf-defence, but
there are many cascs when
they could catch somconc
without killing him and cn-
dangering their own lives,” she
said.

The report said covert
forces had killed about 90
Arabs since the “Intifada”, the
uprising in the occupicd terri-
tories, began in December
1987,

Palestinian Human Rights
Groups and leaders have ac-
cused Isracli undercover units
of conducting "summary exc-
cutions.”

The US State Department's
annual Human Rights report
issued last Fcbruary said at
least 27 Palestinians were
killed last year by Isracli non-
uniformed security personnel.

The B'tselem report, the
result of seven months’ re-
search, is the first by an Isracli
monitoring group on special
units. _

It said the army had cased
firing orders and the definition
of a “life-endangering situa-
tion,” cnabling soldiers to use a
self-defence claim te justify

Concern over test of Agni

Pakistan wants to end
diplomatic expulsions

ISLAMABAD, June 4
Pakistan attacked India today
for test firing a new missile
and cross-border
“interfcrence” but said it
wanted to end a scries of
diplomatic expulsions that

have chilled relations, rcports

Reuter.

Links between the two
neighbours, never good, wors-
encd recently over allegations
that Indfan Intelligence Agenls
were fomenting trouble in
Pakistan's southern provinee of
Sind.

India dcmonstirated s
weapons supcriorily last weck
by test firing its 2,500 km
(1,500 mile) Agni Missile that
would bring all ol Pakistan
within range il deployed.

Senfor Foreign Ministry
Official Mohammad Shaharyar
Khan called the launch a

B

source ol concern to Islamabad
and not conducive lo peace in
the region.

“While Pakistan recognises
the right of a sovercign state o
acquire defensive equipment
and defence-related technol-
ogy, the acquisition of arma-
ments should be proportionale
to legitimate defence require-
ments,” he said.

Pakistan, which has fought
three wars against India sincc
indcpendence 45 ycars ago, is

sensitive about anything that
could upset the military bal-
ance in South Asia.

Shaharyar Khan repeated
Pakistani charges of Indian
meddling in Sind, where the
Army has been put in charge of
a major securily operation
against bandits and political vi-
olcnee.

WASHINGTON, Junc 4 :
The global AIDS epidemic is
threatening to soar out of con-
trol largely because of compla-
ce a lack of coordina-
tion in national and intcrna-
tional efforts to fight the dis-
ease, according to a new rc-
port by Harvard University rc-
searchers, reports USIS.

The report, the most com-
prehensive to be issued since
the start of the AIDS epidemic
in 1981, predicts an explosive
spread of the disease, going

ond recent projections of
the World Health Organtzation

(W110). _

The Harvard rescarchers
lold reporters June 3 it is es-
timated that between 38 mil-
lilon and 110 million adults,
and more than 10 million
children, will be infected with
the AIDS virus the ycar
2000. About 24 lion adults
and scveral million children
will have developed AIDS
symptoms, up to 10 limes as
many as today.

In contrast, the WHO pre-
dicts 10 million AIDS cases
and 30 million to 40 million
infections by the end of the

any instance of opening [ire.

Half of those killed were
unarmed, the report said.
B'tselem, knew of [ive
Palestinians killed apparently
by mistake, it said.

"Many of those killed werc
shot from close range, and hilt
in their upper body. In many of
the cases, the person killed
was hit by a large numbcr of
bullets,” the report said.

"The special units operate
using fatal firc only in many
cascs no scrious altempt is
made to stop the person
killed, or to cmploy less severe
measures (such as plastic and
rubber bullets, 'tear gas),” it
said.
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AMMAN  P'LO Leader Yasser Arafat's wife, Souha Tawil
(L1, enters the Al-Hussein Hospital in Amman, on
Wednesday, to visit Arafat after his successful brain
operation. Om Jihad (R), wife of Late Fatah Leader Kalil
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Elvis fans choose between
L] Ll
the prince and the king

MEMPHIS, Tenn: America has chosen fis presidential
nominecs. And now it's picked s king. reperis AP

The Postal Service on
Thursday was to reicase the
results of the balloting held 1o
decide whether the Elvis
Presley stamp to be ifssuct!
next year will depiet him as
sleek young rock "n” rofler or
an older, fumpsuited Las Veogn-
act.
Presley s former wils
ac' a8 Priscilla Presicy, was |
announce the results af
Graceland, the singcer's former
home in Memphis that draw-
more than 6,50,000 tourists .

yoar
Voling was conduclied by

mail April 6-24, and postal
reccived more (han 1.0 ouibess of the 90000 en S
million ballots prepared. Mest of the ballots apparently ended
up in Eivis [ans’ officials said.
The vote ma the first time the Postal Service has
asked the public to sclect art.

other representing him in his lalcr years as a Vegas show-

man, when he favoured jumpsuils and capes.
Critics objected to the ‘s dirs 300,000 promotional

costs, but the Mostal said 1t expects 1o make moncy

Presley’
contribution o American music, way of Wie.”

The Elvis stamp is the first in the Postal Berviee's

of American Music,” scrics. Stamps of Presley anly
will be tssued the first .
leryb:pnlﬂirmtnhuhmhhmu- 1950s,
sc more records than any other entertainer. He died at
G in 1977 at 42.

“This has the same cffect as Graceland getting on the
National Register of Historic Places,” said Graceland
spokesman Todd Morgan. "It makes the general public who
aren’t that informed about Elvis realize just how important he
was.”

Fossil skulls challenge
origin of modern man

NEW YORK: Rescarchers have discovered two fossil skulls
in China and say the find chalicnges the idea that modern
humans evolved just from Alrican ancestors or any other sin-

, reports AP,
#Tﬁ“c;mry supporters an alternative view, that modern
humans arose from ifterbrecding among ancestors from
Africa, Asta, the Near East and possibly Europe, sald study co-
author Dennis Etler.

“It scems as il all people throughout the world that was
populated at that time made a contribution lo the evolution of
modern humans,” Etler said.

Su of an African Origin for modern humans said
the new find did not change their minds.

But one of them, Chris Stinger, head of the human origins
group at the Natural lHistory Muscum in London. said the
-kuﬂemmnl.ﬂmymlhmtmmmm
yet from China that show the human ancesior called Homo
Erectus evolving into a more advanced he said.

The find is reported in Thursday's issuc of the
Nature by Li Tinayuna of the Hubel Institute of Archacology in
Wuhan, China, and Etler, a doctoral candidates in paleo-an-
thropology at the University of California, Berkcicy.

The skulls appear lo be at least 3,50,000 years old by pre-
liminary dating, and from male adults, Etler said in a tele-
phone interview. The fossils were found in 1989 and 1990 in
Yunxian, in the Hubei province of central China.

The rescarchers said the skulls came from Homo erectus,
a creaturc that appearcd at lcast 1.7 million years ago and
evolved several hundred thousand years ago inlo what some
scicniists call “archaic llomo sapiens.”

Electric blankets
for snakes

ADELAIDE: A reptile park is seeking donations of electric
blankets to keep lgﬂ of its mld~bbo&ed snakes warm but
the goal is to keep them awake, not put them to sleep, re-

Stuart Beinke, head keeper at Bowman Park, said he needs
the 30 blankets to keep the slithering reptiles cozy enough to
stop them from hibernating.

The park, near Crystal Brook in northern South Australia
state, is involved in venom production, but crisp winter now
under way brings a rapid stop to the fang fllow.

Beinke said the blankets were put under the snakes’ aquar-
jums to create a warm environment so they could continue to
be milked about once a month.

The park already supplics scientists at Adelaide Childrens
Hospital with venorh for research into arthritis and blood-
thinning products. :

The snakes include brown snakes, death adders, tiger
snakes and taipans.

Americans lose the
 battle of the bulge

WASIIINGTON: Americans are exercising more than cver,
waltching what they cat but still losing the battle of the bulge,
according to a survey of health practices released on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

While 37 per cent of adults work out strenuously at least
three days a week, the highest level ever, nearly two-thirds
of Americans are overnight, according lo a survey by preven-
tion azine,

ﬁ:indt.lgthuugh Americans have cut back on foods high in fat
and cholesterol since the poll was started in 1983, the num-
ber of overweight adults has risen five per cent in that time.

Aside from the bad news about weight, the survey found
that. overall, Americans are laking better care of themselves
than at any time in the past nine years.

About 90 million Americans are trying to cut down on
cholesterol and 102 million are trimming back on fatty foods.

The number of Americans who smoke has fallen five per
cent since 1983 to about 25 per cent of the population al-
though the decline has slowed in recent years.

Al-Wazir, accompanied her.

— AF PfUNETPhntﬂ

Global AIDS eﬁidemic g_étting out

decade,

The new report also pre-
dicts a major shift in the
worldwide location of AIDS in-
fections, with 42 per cent oc-
curring in Asia by the ycar
2000, surpassing sub-Saharan
Africa, which is expected lo
account for 31 per cent of the
total.

The conclusions of the one-
ycar study, cntitled "AIDS in
the World 1992," are based on
a survey ol epidemiologists
from around the world. The
report, to bc rclecased later
this year, was prcpared by Lhe

Harvard-bascd Global AIDS
Policy Coalition, an interna-
tional rescarch network for
AIDS (Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome).

*“The gap between lagging
national and international cf-
forts against AIDS and the ex-
panding pandeic is widening
rapidly and dangcrously and a
new global strategy for the
1900s s urgently needed,”
said Dr Jonathan Mann, direc-
tor of the International AIDS
Center at the Harvard School
of Public Health.

The study calls the AIDS

of control

epidemic “wolatile and unsta-
ble,” and emphasizes that gov-
crnments, Non-Governmental
Organizations and international
and national institutions nced
te "revise and revilalize® the
global response to the discase.

“There is a ::dc::rdud and
growing secnse i equacy,
confusion about how besl to
procecd, a faflure (o link AIDS
with other health qu:n:i.
growing burcaucratization
a ht:lol' commitment o car-

ing for rcoplt with AIDS~
Mann .

#

" Arafat may
leave hospital
tOMOITOW

AMMAN, June 4 : Yasscr
Arafat is expected to be dis-
charged from the hospital on
Saturday and has been told to
lay off work for at least three
weeks, his doctors said
Thursday, reports AP,

“Arafat s in an excellent
shape today,” said Dr. Adel
Shurcydch, the Jordanian ncu-
rosurgeon whoe removed a
cercbral blood clot from the
PLO chairman on Monday .

le sald he removed the
bandage from Arafat’s head
Wednesday night.



