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Flowers of Magic

by Raffat Binte Rashid

It s always a pleasure to look at gardens.
The swoel scent, the bright colours not only
attract the bees, any person, with or without
knowledge about gardening linds in them.
It is all the more intriguing il the rs are
as cxotic as orchids.

Orchids arc no doubt the most beautiful and
wondrous of flowers in the world. They belong
o orchidacecae family, which among the flow-
ering plants, with their 22,000 to 35,000 spe-
cies in some 700 to BOO genera, cxhibil an as-
hﬂhhm numbcr of hybrids.

Orchids in Bangladcesh are no longer uncom-
mon, there 18 an "Orchid Socicty of Bangla-
desh™ and its members are constantly working
to promote orchids in Bangladesh., The Presi-
dent of the society Mrs Nascem Igbal and her
husband. a member Mr Igbal Al initially col-
kcted orchids from Bonchids Nurscery in Gul-
shan and also from late Mr Atiqullah Khan, who
was an avid orchid growcer. Local orchids can

be collected from the hilly places of Chitta-

Sylhet, Rangpur, Dinajpur.

It is not difficult to cultivalc orchids [l their
requirements are well understood by the grow-
er. Only a decade ago there were only a handful
of orchid enthusiasts. |lowever, of date there
arc many persons who .are invohs ! i this hob-
by of orchid culture, ¥ ™%
its cultivation and
fts promotion.

Orchid cultivation
s a lttle different
from other flowers,
because of their cpi-
thetie nature. This
mcans that orchid
plants grow on oth-
cr plants but pro
duce their own food
and so arc nol para-
sitic, Generally all
orchids neced light,
and food which may
take the form of liq-
uid fertitizers, which give the best results, in-
formed Mr Al

These Mlowers arc grown in orchid pots,
wooden baskets or in ordinary flower pots. Or-
chid pots are especially made with holds in the
Bottom as well as on the sides. They are usually
light and can be hung in sheds. Sheds are ne-
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wall are a wonder, there the people have
tummed orchid cultivation into one of thetr
main sources ol income.

There are many orchid lovers and enthu-
sfasts in Bangladesh now. However, to slart or-
chid cultivation on a commercial scale, Mr AN
thinks that sponsors are yet to learn many as-
pects of orchid culture to make {t commer-
cially viable. Besides, the market for cut or-
chids have to be.developed for commercial
success. The availability of insecticide, fungi-
cide proper and cffective [ertilizes and other
cemployments have 1o be ensured.

Orchids are luxury flowers, with many re
markable qualitics. They are perennial herbs
and can grow in the ground, on rocks, trecs
or shrubs a fgcw also grow In the water like
aquatics. Il they are left uncarced for even for
scveral months, they will not perish. They can
endure draught, frost and many abnormalitics
ol nature.

Orchid growing is an exciting hobby. It is a
Nower with unique shape and colour. A full
bloom orchid plant can be kept in a room in
fresh form for many days. It the highest
value as cul flowers. Cut orchids remain fresh
for onc to four weeks, Cattflya, Phalaenopsis,

and Vandal romain perfect for one to two
™™ N wecks, Cypriped|
‘3 L N um and Paphiopadi-

A war can lasl a

I ap month and splkes

of Cymbedium re-
main fresh for
three to four wecks.
Orchids arec uscd
for decoration, as
presents; attractive
orchids are also
commonly used for
adornment of ladies
hair and evening
BOWNS.,

Orchid, horticul
turnl and Noriculiu-
ral appeal have developed many industries
around the world, and business has taken
shape in many developing countries. It is nol
only popular for their many expensive varictics
and the profit but also for the souree of enjoy-
ment Lhey dertve for the owner and visitors.

These beauties of nature are used for many

Metropolitan

Saifur seeks OECF help
for more projects

The vistting delegation of
the Overscas Economie
Cooperation Fund [OECF) ol
Japan led by its Managing
Director Toru Shinolsuka
called on Finance Minisicr M
Saiflur Rahman atl the latter's
scerclariat office in Dhaka on
Wednesday. reports BSS.

Chiel Representative of
Dhaka office of OECF, Hiroshi
Haruta, and high offlicials of
Economic Relations Division
Ministry of Finance were pre
scnl.

Saifur Rahman said,
Bangladesh was now poiscd Lo
take off with betier implemen-
tation ol development projects.

He sald, under a democratic
atmosphere, administration

Biswas, Khaleda
greet President
of Seychelles

President Abdur Rahman
Diswas Thursday [elicitated
President France Albert Rene
of Scychelles on the occasion
of its National Day, rcports
(1SS,

In a message to Mresident
France, hc wished him good
health, happiness and long life
and the people of Scychelles
progress and prosperity

Prime Minister Beogum
Khalcda Zia Thursday felict
tated President France Albert
Rene of the republic of
Scychelles on the occaston of
National Day.

In a message Lo [President
France Rene, Prime Minisicor
Begum Khaleda Zia wished him
gnod health, happineas and
long life and the peaple ol
Scychelles peace. progress and
prospenly.

Special trains
for Eid-ul-Azha
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had been oriented with con-
ducive capability to addross
the development problems,
reflecting the political will of
the present government.
Japan as a potential devel
opment pariner should come
forward with increased coop-
eration and help in the devel-
t process of Bangladesh,
the minisicr said.
The Finance Minis.cr ap-
preciated the visit of the
OECF's team and hopod that

the tcam would help take up
mourt projects in future

lle said that Jamuna Multi-
purpose Bridge Project,
Chittagong Airport Project,
Greater Khulna Power
Distribution Project. Paper and
Pulp Mills Project by utih:::f
jute and jute cuttings
commodity loan programme
were priority  projects of

Bangladesh

lic called upon the OECF o
rovide loan assistance and

lp Bangladesh maintain its
sustained development effort.

The Japancse private In-
vesiment In joint venture pro-
jects will be welcomed, he re-
iterated

Since the independence of
Bangladesh, OECF has pro
vided 3456 million US dollar
as soft commeodity and project
loan. For the fiscal year (FY)
1992-93, the government of
Bangladesh pro a number
of projects for linancing under
OECF loan programme. Most of
the projects have been sc-
lected for appraisal by the fact
findding nussion.
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“Third floor in Dhanmondi

apartment
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- American Express Bank Ltd

it Requires .
BANK  Manager — Human Resources l

This position will be responsible for formulation and implementation *
of policies with regard to all aspects of the Human Resource Function, |
including Manpower Planning & Recruitment, Compensation & Benefits
Programs, Performance Appraisal Systems, Management Training and
Industrial Relations. The incumbent will report to the Bank's Chief
Administrative Officer and will be located in Dhaka.

The successful candidate must have post-graduate qualifications in
Personnel Management and about 5 years H. R. experience preferably in
a multinational organization / foreign bank. Familiarity with computerized
personnel systems will be an added advantage.

The position carries an attractive compensation package.

Qualified candidates should send their resumes in an envelope marked
"Manager - Human Resources” within 10 days to:

The Chief Administrative Officer
American Express Bank Ltd

Alico Building

18/20 Motijheel Commercial Area
PO Box 420

Dhaka
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