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England-Pakistan first Test from today

Edgbaston may be England’s best chance

LONDON, June 3:
England manager
Micky Stewart,
boeginning his last
scries in the ﬂ!
says he wants
red strike lcam
and Waqar
Younis to in the first Test
starting ursday at Edg-
baston, reports Al

But Stewart must know
England's chances of winning
fts first Test against Pakistan
for 10 years will be lessencd
by Lhe bowlers’ retum.

"Cricket will be the winner
if both sides are able to field
full strength line-ups,” Stewart
safd. "This should be a very
fine Test series, and | want
Pakistan to be at their best for
each *

The Edgbaston Test could
be England's best chance of
the five in the series. Neilher
Wagar nor Akram are fully fit,
and Pakistan manager Intikhab
Alam said Tuesday he may wall
untéh.-an hour before the start
of play before deciding
whether to ficld the two.

Waqar has rccovered well
from a stress fracture of the
back sulfered in January, but
has played only one [irst-class

me, against English county

lcsex last week, since the
start of the year. Akram suf-

Douglas denies
charges

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Junc 3:
Former world heavyweight

A

Pakistan's i
of Wasim

boxing champion Jamcs
"Huster” has plcad:d
innocent to nken driving

and other charges stemming
from a freeway chase, reports
N*Ihjughls, who was champion
for 258 days in 1990, was ar-
resied Feb 14 on Interstate 71
on Lhe city’'s north side.

Jury scleetfon in  the
Franklin County Municipal
Court trial cnded Tucsday
afiernoon. The trial recessed
for the day early Tucsday
evening and was scheduled Lo
resume Wednesday, the clerk
of courts’ office said.

Douglas, 32, is « harged with
speeding and
faflure to display his driver's
leense. He pleaded innocent

drunken driving,

to all charges.

Douglas won the title in
he
keooaked out then-chamjpron

Fcbruary 19920 when

Mi-o Tyson in j.._l:_lpn_n

ferced shin splints last month,
and was not ex to be fit
for the first Test.

But Akram, 26, on Wednos-
day, removed plaster from the
injured right leg last Friday,
and practised in the nects
Tucsday.

Akram bowled gingerly in
th: nets at Lord's on Tucsday
but <.l afterwairds he-wias sat-

WASEEM AKKAM

istied with his first workoul
sinee his stress- fractured shin

was diagnosed two weeks o,
There was no pain or
sure from my leg and it et
gond to be out of plaster, he
sauel,
. “There is another full day ol
praciice tomorrow and | will
sicp up the pace then and
push mysell more.

"1 am preparing mysell for a
Test match, unless | am ad-
viscd otherwise.”!'

Pakistan team manager In-
tikhab Alam said: "Wasim loo-
ked good, considering that his
leg only came oul of plaster
List Friday, We are prepared to
lcave any decision right up to
an hour before the start of
pkn

Hoth teams practice Wed
~i~day al Edgbaston, with
Akram expecled to fully test
the lcg with a bowling spell.

England captain CGraham
Gooch, worried about lack of
[irst-class practice this scason,
had an intensive session in the

nets Tuesday., e will open
with Alee Stewart. ‘
Encland all roundor Derek
Prinele had treatment lrom
Esscx physicotherapist Jim

Davis on Tuesday alter injuring
his knee in a collision with an
advertlising board at Worcester
at the weekend.

Pringle then joined Eng-
land's 13-man party in Bir-

LONDON, Junec 3: David
Gower, the former England
cricket captain atlacked by
current skipper Graham Gooch
in the laticr's recent book. has
spoken out in support of
Gooch on the eve of the first
Test against Pakistan, reporis
AFP.

The Hampshire lefi-hander,
whose attilude was criticised
by Gooch, describes Lhe Esscx

as "a good captain” dur-
ing a television interview duc
to be screencd on Thursday
night.
~ He explains: "Graham has
sct an example, the way he has
gonc aboul his job. lie has sct
the principlcs he wants laid
down, the ople behave
and conduct lves on the
cricket ficld and he has rcaped
the rewards.”

Oower refuses (o alter his
" wews, despite Gooch's ex-
traordinary public attack, in

Gower 18

.
gracious

which he also slates him for
not giving cnough te the
England tcam.

“Graham is single-mindcd.
said Gowecer.
swaycd by public opinion,

strong. The timing of
the book was unfortunate, but |
don't believe he made the
criticisms of me just to sclil
books. lic's a man of princi-
ple.”

Gower has not ruled out
playing lor England again, even
though Gooch doubts whether
he would fit into the current
sct-up and Lhe authorities have
nol madc it casy.

ey wanted cvidence of
commilment, but that's a vague

tlerm,” he said. It's not casy o
prove.”
Gooch could [ace disci-

plinary action from the Test
and County Cricket Board for
his comments [ollowing a
complaint by Hampshire.

pros-

"He won't be |

Leicester blame | Northants pitch

LLONDON, June 3:
Caplain Nigel
Bricrs complain-
vd bitterly about
the state of Lhe

' piich after Leice-

sters i were dismissed for
the lowest championship score
of the season and 22 wickets
fell during the day at
Northamplon on Tuesday,
rcports Reuler,

UIIIIHH‘.!; Alvnn W hinehead
and Gorald Stickley will decide
il any action is 1o be taken
against Northamiplonshire bui
Bricrs stormed, "It scems

there has boen a deliberate at-

templ 1o gel a resull.
Northants crickct dirceiog

Mike DProcter, the Jormer
South Alfrican all-rounder, re-
lorted. "Il Bricers wanls Lo in-
dulge in sour grapes that's his
prerogative — it's a good
ericket wicket.”

Letcestershire were skittled
oul for 77, former England all
rounder David Capel and Kevin
Curran leading the demolition
with three wickets cach.

Eardicr, the home side had
also struggicd. musicred
jusi 117 but still finished the

day 96 runs ahcad alicr ro.ch-
ing 56 for two.in their scecond
innings.

Dutch paceman Jan-Paul
Bakker, playing only bocause of
injurics o Malcolm Marshall
and Kevin Shine, marked his
first championship outing of
the season with a four-wicket
haul for lcaders [Hampshire
against Yorkshire at DBas-
ingsloke.

It earncd them maximum
bowling nis as Yorkshire
were fired out for 210, HBakker
claiming four for 38. In reply,
Hampshire reached 30 withoul
loss.

Elscwhere, there were runs
galore with Middicsex leading
the way as opcner Mike Rosc-
berry blasted a carcer-best 148
to help his side to 410 for two
against Nottinghamshire al

Trent Bridge.

He shared a sparkling stand

mingham and s expected to
be (it for scleetion on Thursday
e g

conmwer England capran
Geoll Boycoltt, wriling
Woednesday in England's Sun
newspaper, said England
should t Pakistan in four
days. Without all-rounder Im-
ran Khan and with injury
doubts over Waqgar and Akram,
Boycotl says Pakistan is a "very
ordinary bowling side.”

"So ordinary that the only
wiaty our balsmen can get out is
by playing sloppy shots,” Boy-
coll says.

England's batsmen, unfor-
tunatcly for local pride, have
shown themselves fully
ol playing "sloppy shots."

England squad: Graham
Gooch, Alce Stewart, Robin
Sniith, Alliin Lamb, Graeme
Hick, Mark Ramprakash, lan
Botham, Chris lLewis, Derck
Pringle, Jack Russell, Philip

DeFreitas, lan Salisbury and |

Tim Munton.

Pakistan squad: Ramiz Raja,
Aamir Sohail, Asil Mujtaba,
Javed Miandad, Salim Malik,
Inzamam-ul-Huq, Wasim
Akram, Moin Khan, Mushtaq
Ahmed, Aqib Javed, Waqar
Younis, Salim Jaller, Atta-ur-
[Rehman, and Shoaib Moham-
mid.

Seles’ mind is
on Wimbledon

PARIS, June 3: The court is
clay, not grass, but Monica Seles
thinking of rthe only

is alraa

MONICA SELES

Grand Slam tournament she
hasn't won.

"Mopefully we got enough
rain here in Paris so we don't
have to go through that in
lLondon this year,” Seles said
after another downpour dis-
rupted play Tuesday at the
French Open, reports AP. .

After whipping Jennifer Cap-
riafi in straight sefs o advance
to the semifinals on the red clavy
courts of Stade Roland Garros,
Seles raid she also has Wim.
blecion on her mind.

"This is a tournament that |
haven't won yel,” Seles said of
the grass court tournament
called simply The Champi.
onships, *T would love to win i1,
It is an extra special Grand
Slam tournament.”

She Wimbledon last
year, withdrawing on short no-
tice. Speculation as to the reason
ran rampani before she emerged
from seclusion a ferw weeks later
to say she had shin

Last year she won the Aus-
tralian, French and US Open H-
tles, missing a chance at the
Grand Slam because she ski.

capable i
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Arge “tinian Gabriela Sabatini returns a forehand to Spanish opponent Conchita Martinez during her quarter-final
matc' at the French Open Tuesday. Sabatini will meet Seles in the semifinals.

PARIS, Junc 3:
For the women,
it's remalch time
al the French
Open. For the
men, it's hurry up
and wail. reports AP.

While rain dclayed the
men's quarterfinals, the four
top-sceded women won their
matches Tuesday to sct up a
re-run of last year's semifinals.

In one pairing Thursday,
lop sceded Monica Scles will
Iry again lo get past Gabricla
Sabalini ¢n routc to a third
straight t'the. In the other, No
2 scud Stefhie Gral will try
avenge her worst-cver pro de-
fcat, a 6-0, -2 loss on Centre
Court last year to Aranxia
Sanchez Vicario.

Among the women. Gira!
probably has the strong:«i
molivation as she secks 1o
make amends for last ycars
scmifinal cmbarrassment. That
was the sccond time she'd lost
on Ccntre Court herec to
Sanchez Vicario — the first
was when the Span won

the title as a 17-year-old in
19890,

“This is a diffcrent ycar, and
we're

both playing wcll”

Sanchez Vicario said. lve

beaten her here both times o
Centre Courtl. and 1 feel very
comforiable

v 1

I'm jusl going !
e cad 1ty 1o be ag
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STEFF1 GRAF
gressive and soc if | can win.”

Gral found rcason for salis
faction in her 6-3, 8-7 (7-4),
6-3 victory Tucsday over
Natalia Zvereva, cven though it
included her first loss of a sct
in five maltchces.

1 am definitely in the shape
I wanl to be,” she said. ] think
I needed to have a tough, close
match, which will definitely
help me for the next one.”

Sabatini also lost her [iest
st of the wurnament and
Llrailed 0-3 in Lthe second set
hefore making a spectacul.ar
comchack Tuosdiy 10 beal s
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ARANTXA SANCHEZ
enth- sceded Conchita Mar-
lincz, 3-6, -3, 6-2.

In her first four matches,
Sabatini had lost only ninc
games.

“Before, | didn't have any
tough playcr to pla nst,”
she said. Iﬁuw lhatrl';ww a
tough match. I'm more pre
parcd for the next.”

The next will bring her up
against Scles. who had itk

assi in semis at Sampras' cost

n PARIS, Junc 3:
Andre Agassi,
chasing his [irst
Grand Slam title,
powcred past st-
ruggling Pelc Sa-
mpr.as on a rain-dampcned
court Wed o rcach the
French Open semifinals for the
third straight ycar, reports
AP,

A loss in a first-sct ticbreak
seemed lo subdue Sampras,
and Agassi breezed to a 7-6 (7-
5), 6-2, 6-1 victory In just un-
der two hours. Agassi won the
last six gamcs of Lhe third set,
which took only 28 minutes.

Sampras’ ysually polent
scrve often failed him, and
Agassi -- with a stronger back-
hand -- had the, cdge in base-

bascd on his world ranking as
a hard-court macstro, but
Agassi, thc No 11 sced, was
[avoured duc to his virtuosity

on clay.
The two Americans had
split their previous six

matches, but Agassi had won
the two played on clay.

The match began more than
an hour late because of rain
and was halted for 30 minules
al the start of the third sct by
another shower. Both players
had asked for a delay, and
Agassi borrowed an umbrclla
from a fan to make his point.

Agassi has reached the [i-
nals here the past two years,
losing in 1990 to Andrcs
Gomez and last year to Jim
Courfcr,

ule, resuming his suspended
match with eighth-scceded
Goran Ivanisevic of Croaltia.
Agassi will play the winner.
Rain has now disrupted play
on scven of the 10 days of the
tournament. Officials said it

was the most rain-dtsrupted.

French Open since 1973,
when the [inal, won by
Romania's Ilic Nalase, was

playcd two days late.
It apprarcd al lcast one of

the last two men's quarterf
nals might be pushed back to
Thursday. Henri Leconte of
Franee was scheduled o pla
Nicklas Kulti of Sweden
Andret Cherkasov of Russia was
paired against Czechoslovakia's
scvenlh-sceded Petr Korda,

—AFP photo

It's a re-run Iin women's semis

trouble Tuesday beating error-
prone Jennifer Capriati, 6-2
6-2.

Though Scles has lost only
ilwo of her 38 matches this
scason, onc was Lo Sabalini on
clay at the Italian Open last
month.

"Gaby is sure playing great
tcnnis,” Scles said. °1 saw her

play today and she is in good
form.”

My lorm, its hard to say.”
said Scles, whose showing
hcre has lifted her past the
dirs 5 million carcer carnings
mark. “The court here is dil-
ferent, a lot of things are dif-
ferent, so | have a little bit of a
better chance.”

Scles beat Sabatini 6-4, 6-1
in last year's semifinal, then
topped Sanchez Vicario, 6-3,
6-4 [or Lhe title.
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06.30 Boating
08.00 GP Sailing
08.30 Lure of the Wiild
09.00 Trans World Sports
10.00 Prime Bodics
10.30 Cricket
12.30pm  Volleyball
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04 00 On P Road
04.30 Talking Bascball
05.00 Aute Racing: This Week
in Nascar
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07.00 Sports Over the Edge
08.00 Auto Racing
10 00 Rundw
12.00am G salling
1230 Lure of the Wild
Nl on Trans Worlkd Sports
(¥2.0¥) P'rime Bodics
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