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the Mohakhali T&T ground.
Batting first, Rupall were all
for 139 in 30.4 overs with
topscoring wilh 46
while Faruk and Suman made
28 and 13 respectively.

Adel with five wickets lor
17 was the mest successiul
Mohammadpur bowler while
Shantu took two for 28.

Mohammadpur, in reply,
were shot out for only 36 in
11.1 overs.

Tutul and Mrinal, the two
opening Rupali bowlers, took
five and four wickels for 17
and 18 runs respectively,

Rupali will now play Pallabi
Cricket Club to decide the

{!

Group D champions lomorrow, |

At the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium, Azximpur Boys Club
posted a comlortable six-
wicket victory over Zinzira
Krira Chakra.

Arimpur will now take on
the winners of the other semi-

final between Kagajitola and |
Kalindi Krira Chakra on Junc 7 |

to decide the Group G cham-

Sent into bat, Zingira col-
lected 177 for eight wickets in
34 overs with Hedayet making
44, |lafiz 27 and Munna 19,

Maudud of Azimpur claimed '

three wickets for 35 whilce

Tanveer, Anis and Mukti took a ;

wicket apicce.

Azimpur Boys cruised past
Zinjira’'s lotal making 178 in
28 overs with six wickets to

Barkat topscored with 45
while Anis, Tanveer and Bashar

made 38, 3] and 20 respec- |

for Lhe winners.

Arifl and Munna
wickct each for Zinjira.

At the Mirpur Pallabi
ground, Kadamlali Sangsad
oulplayed Gopibagh Krira
Chakra by 67 runs to move
into the Group C [inal.

Batting first, Kadamtali col-
lected 208 for seven in 35
overs with Raju hitting 60, Du-
lal 30 and 28.

Akash and Saiful took two
wickets each for Gopibagh.

Gopibagh, in their turn,
werc bundled out for 141 in
31.3 overs with Hanifl getting
29, Riaz 19 and Nantu 16.

Jalal claimed four wickels
for 18 while Babu and Rokon
gol two wickets apiece to lend
him able support.

took a

Kadamtali will now play |

Mugda in the Group C [inal
tomorrow.

The Group G quartcrfinal

between Kalindi KC and Azam-

Waqar Cricket Clinic at the |

Narayanganj Stadium was

marked by some accurate |

bowling by the Kalindi bowlers
who earned their team a con-
vincing seven-wicket victory.

to bat, Azam-Waqar
CC were shot out for a paltry
68 in 25.3 overs with sundrics
topscoring with 24 while
Ronny made 18.

Babu was the pick of the
Kalindi bowlers with four
wickets for 25 while Biplab
took two for six.

Kalindi needed only 12
overs to make 70 with seven
wickets to spare.

Shahid and Sentu scored 15
and 1] respectively for Kalindi.

Faruk of Azam-Wagar took
two wickets.

Kalindi will play Kagajitola
in the Group G semifinal to-
MOTrrow.,

TODAY'S MATCHES
Mirpur Pallabi : Mohakhali
CC vs Evergreen
T&T ground : Dhanmondi
vs Lalkuthi
DCS (East) : DOHS [JUrs) vs

Kalpataru.
ITTF to wait on
sanctions

TOKYO, June 3: The Inter-
aation-al Table Tennis Federa-
tion (IT-TF), the irofl‘l gov-
erning body, will delay their
responsc to the UN sanctions

Yugoslavia, ITTF presi-
dent Ichire Ogimura said on

Tuesday, reports Reuter.
“Yugoslavia has contributed

to the growth of the sport by
hutg;g scveral World Cham-
plonships and producing :;an]r
la ;" Ogimura said.

%I: y::.lld like lo waltch
what develops there with gen-
crosity since we still have
some lime before our new sca-
son starts in September.”

The UN Seccurity Council
voted on Saturday, as part of
wide-ranging sanctions, 1o
forbid any country from allow-
ing athletes or teams repre-
senting the rump state of Yu-
goslavia to play on it's territory.

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) will de
this month whether to expcl

Yugoslavia from the Barcelona
Games aflter the UN ban on

sporting links.

It was indeed a groat cifort

decided to draw,

Victoria Adamjee first

With all intercst

[
concerning the
kague now accr-
" around the
derby between
cham-
pions Abahani ra Chakra
and their arch-rivals
Mohammedan Sporting Club,
to be on June 7,
, the end of the runhing
for other teams rarcly incite

the interest of the sports-lover
yet incvitably an end is always
theye 1o end everything that

Yesterday atl the Dhaka Sta-
dium, in the only match of the
First Division ball leaguc
that is fast eddying towards
nothingncss, Victoria Sporting
Club and Adamjec Sports Club

uictly breasted the tape tlo
nish their league campaign
for this ycar's 20-tcam compe-
tition after having playced 19
matches each. drew, or
Ltheir last
match one-all with Victoria
managing 20 points from 19
matches, pushing them o the
fifth position, albeit temporar-

' {ly, while Adamjece finished
with five

points lcss, also from
19 matches,

With both tecams wxll oul of
the relegation-throes there
was hardly any stake In the
match and quite predictably
the conicst was mainly con-
fincd to midficld with necither
side appearing too kcen to
foerce a result.

Alter a listless show ol 27
minutes in humid conditions

lead, when Adamjee

undcr the hot sun,
ook the lead, or rather one

Victoria
should say, were given the
's defender
Rakhal, in a bid to clcar a free-
Hckhz a Victoria player, pult
the into his own nct in the
28th minute of the match (1-
0).

Down by an accidental goal,
Adamjee tried to pull their
socks up but their intentions
were nol translated into rcality
in the rest of the first hall as
their forwards fafled o break
through the Victoria defence
marshalled by a veteran Abu
Yusul, now taking carc ol Lhe
Victoria citadel aflter having
served gilants [like Mo-
hammedans and Abahani al his
peak.

Better fortunc awaited
Adamjee in the posi-lemon
scssion and thcy drew level
twoelve minutes into the sec-
ond hall when midficlder Yusul
beal Aslam with a well-di-
reccted grounder following a
combined move that had the
Victoria defence razed beyond
rcpair (1-1).

The goal triggered off a
bricl session of entertaining
football as both tcams -- one
smarting under the sct-back of
wasling the lcad and the other
charged by the recent success
-~ tried to get whal could have
been the decider. Vietoria had
the most positive chance when
their striker Mamunul Kartm
nodded the ball towards the
Adamjce goal but goalkevper
Narayan parried it away for a
corner.

With the =est for a result

away too and
thmlndbr :nnm of

and incapacity
c in to Al the vacuum
c the departure of ea-

m any other result than
an all-too-familiar draw. It was
another draw for the fol-
of the game grown
blase by the series of fixed
matches and goal d t but
the two teams who, u the
Big Three enter the fray cvery
year without the ambition of
distinction, achicved a
;:Ih.-y rarc feat by breasting
the terminal tape ahead of the
more cclebraled names Hke
Mohammedan, Abahani, Broth-
ers and many others.

Team [ | W D L oA M
Vicloria 8C 19 7 & @& 1814 19
Alamjpee SCC 19 3 ® 7 1528 18

VICTORIA SC: Aslam, Mong
Chila (Masud), Yousul, Farhad,
Anwar, Towflique, Tarik, Ma-

|

munul, Zakir, Shankar (Zabbar)

and Mamun Babu (Riaz).
ADAMJEE SCC: Narayan,
Alamgir, Dilip, Hossain,

Rakhal, Lipu (Akram), Maruf, |

Mcsbah, Yousul, Badsha and
Akhter (Babul),
Referce -- Nasir Chowdhury.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Rahmatgan| vs Farashganj 5
pm)

lirothers Unfon vs Eskaton
SS (7 pm)

(Both matches at Dhaka
Stadium)

Germans

BREMEN, Junc 3
Germany [ulfed
their lines in
their final dress
rchearsal before
the European so-
cecr Championships when
thcy were held to a 1-1 draw
by Northern Ireland in a
friendly on Tuesday, reports
Reuter.

The World Cup champions,
who looked far from impres-
sive in a 1-0 defeat of Turkey
on Saturday, were forced to
come back from behind alter
Michael Hughes gave the Irish
a surprise early lead in the
22nd minute.

Although Libero Manfred
Binz saved G ‘s face wilh
an equalizer just before hall-
tme, they still looked a long
way from their best in their
last warm-up match belfore
heading to the finals in
Sweden, which start on June
10.

The Germans had most of
the play but found it tough to
find a way through a packed,
well-organised Irish defence,

German coach Berti Vogls
still does not scem to have
found a perfect solution in
midfield to replace injured
World Cup captain Lothar
Matthaeus who will miss the
European Championships afier
recently undergoing knee
surgery.

The German coach played a
new combination in midfield of
former East German Matthias
Sammer and 23-year-old Ste-
fan Effenberg.

But His side still lacked a

far from their best

re.l dominating midfield play-
maker and striker Karlheinz
Ricdle also lailed 10 show has
usual sharpness in front of
goal.

The only consolation for the
Germans was the good form of
Eflunberg who impressed with
seviral long-range clforts.

Germany dominated the
lirst 20 minutes and the Irish
rarcly gol out of their own hall.

But the world champions
were caught cold in the 22nd
minute when Hughes beat the
offside trap down the right,
ncally turned a defender and

finished ofl a superb individual
cllort with a 1¢l-fool shotl.

The goal seenicd Lo crank

oeman'sdilemma

ROTTERDAM, June 3: Du-
tch libero Ronald Koeman has
been banned by national coach
Rinus Michels from playing in
Barcelona’s final Spanish

league match this weekend,
reports Reuter.
Barcelona are just onc point

behind league leaders Real
Madrid and enjoy a superior

goal difference.

Koeman, who scored the
winning goal in the European
Cup final against Sampdoria, is
rcquired for the European
champions' f[riendly against
France on Friday.

Friday's match ({is the
Netherlands' last game before
the European Championship
starting in Sweden in a weck's
time.

up the Germans’ game a notch
and Binz's shot from the edge
of the arca in the 40th minute
defllected off delender Gerry
Taggart into the nct to put the
sides lcvel at the interval.

The Germans created more
chances in the sccond hall,
Sammer hit the post with a
shit [rom just outside the arca
and Ricdle should have put the
issuc beyond doubt when he
had a clear hcader at goal
midway through the hallf.

Vogls chose Lo play Nor-
thern Ircland because he [elt
their style of play was similar
to that of Scotland who arc in
the Germans' first- round
group along with holdcers the
Netherlands and the Common-
wealth of Independent Statcs.

But the rest of the lcams in
Sweden should not read too
much into the result since the
Germans arce renowned for be-
low-par performances in the
run-up to major champi-
onships.

Two ycars ago thcy played
out two lacklustre [riendlics
against Denmark and Czechos-
lovakia in the [inal run-up to
the World Cup before produ-
cing some brilhant soccer in
Italy to take the title.

The Germans' inability to
score casily contrasted sharply
with the Dutch, their main ri-
vals irt the group, who have hit
scven goals in their two warm-
up friendlics against Austria
and Walcs.

_ Vogts said he was disap-
pointed with the result but
happy with the performance ol
the team.

| fictals left Stockholm

|

US-German tie
to mark World
Cup draw

CHICAGO, June 3
United States will play defend-
ing in
December 1993 as part of the
[cstivities .“"“..‘1 the
1994 World Cup draw, us
Soccer Federation has an-
L

on
either g_ﬂ. iIBor 19 at a
West Coast city, US national
team general mlru_m Bill
Nultall said Tuesday. draw
will be in Las Vegas, but the
could be cither in
m;mﬁh. n::'mm or
Phoenix, Nuttall said.

“Germany wanted to play,
we wanted to play. We have an
agreement to agree and we

have to do the details on

ft works around the

draw,” Nutiall said. "We know

it will be somewhere on the
West Coast.”

Germany and the United
States, who have never '
receive automatic berths in the
24 -nation, 52-game World
Cup, which will be played from
June 17-July 17, 1994,

and England also
m with the United
States in US Cup 93, which
will be played next June

[0C to decide on

The |

Y'slavia June 15

LAUSANNE, Switzerland,
June 3: The International
Olympic Commiltee (JOC) said
on Tucsday they will decide by

CJune 15 on whether whal s

lelt of Yugoslavia will be al-
lowed to take part in the
Summer Olympics, reporis
Reuter,

The UN Security Council on
Saturday Imposed sanclions.
including sporting links,
against Yugoslavia, now re-
duced to Serbla and Montenc-
gro, because of its involvement
in the fighting in the former
Yugoslav republic of Bosnia:
Herzegovina.

Soccer's world governing
body FIFA, acting on the Sccu-
rity Council ruling, on Sunday
suspended Yugoslavia until fur-
ther notice from all interna-
tonal activities.

UEFA followed suit, banning
Yugoslavia from the European
Championship being staged in
Swedoen this month.

Meanwhile, another report
from Stockholm said: The Yu
goslav soccer leam, expelled
[rom the Europcan Champi-
onship, lell Sweden on Tucs-
day saying thc tourmament
would sufler [rom their ab-
scnee

The Yupgoslav playcrs and of
by char-
tered aircralt . following the
United Nations' decciston at the
weekend Lo imposc sanclions
against Scrbia and Montcne-
gro.
"Both Sweden and Europe
will be the poorer without the
Yugoslav team,” Miljan Mil-
janic, director of the Yugoslav

Foolhall Fedcration, told a
ncews conferenec.
FIFA, soccer's world

governing body, said on Sunday
it would disqualify Yugoslavia

form intcrnational competition
afler the United Nations Sccu-
rity
sporting and other links with
Serbia and Montencgro.

"Both | and my players fecl
very said but we must accept
whal happened,” Yugoslav tcam
captlain Dragan Stofkovic said.

Denmark will take Yu-
goslavia's place in the finals.

Council voted to scver’

women's champion
Hamid -- lcave for Manila lo-
day, along with thrce members
of the four-strong women's
team. The remaining four
members of the -
contingent, headed by BCF
secrctary K M Shakoor, will
leave Dhaka June 7.

Those leaving tndlg are
FIDE Masier Ziaur Rahman,
runner-up in last month’s 18th
national championship, Inter-
national Woman Master Rani
Hamid who finished third,
FIDE Master and former
champtions Jamilur Rahman
and Syced Tahmidur Rahman of
the male team and former na-
tional women's champion
Tanima Parveen, Syeda Sha-
bana Parveen Nipa and Afroza

Khanam [Bablee.

Team leader K M Shakoor,
Khandaker Kayes Hassan, Nia-
mul Haq Niru and Rukhshana

Cuishan Nikkon are due to
lcave next Sunday .

NIAZ MURSHED

country, won the national title
in 1988,

National champion Recfat
bin-Sattar, winner in 1991 and
1992, isn't going on the trip
because of his HSC examina-
tions later this month.

The exclusion of Niaz has
ronsiderably weakened Bangla
desh's prospects in the mect
which runs in Manila from
June 7 to 26.

The BCF press reicase also
said that ‘-!:?nport Airlines
had provid concessional

lickcts for the team, a gesture

that factlitated the cash-
starved federation in sending
the team.

Mcanwhile, Lthe Nalional
Sports Council is still striving

NEW DELHI,
June 3: India arc
hound to qualify
for the last four
in men's field
hockey in the
Barctlona Olympics, chiefl
coach Balkishen Singh said
here today, reporis AF1.

The ex-Olympian lold an

. airport ncws confercnee that

|

e e =

he wis sure of Lthe wam’'s po-
tenttal afler its display during

India prepares
for Asiad

NEW DELLI, June 3: The
Amaleur Athletices Federation
of India (AAF1), today an-
nounced the names ol 69 (43
men and 26 women) athlctes
for a coaching camp in prepa-
ration for the 1994 lHiroshima
Asian Games, rcports PTL.

The AAFIl secrctary Lalit
I3hanot said here the camp, to
be held at Bangalore from June
eight to July 26, includes
those who al prescnl are at-
tending the pre-Olympic camp
al the same venue.

lle said the list cxcluded
the Indian juniors preparin
for the Asian junfer track a
ficld meet to be held here
during November.

“There are over 100 juniors
in the camp and promising
athictes will attend Hiroshima
Games camp after the Asian
Mcet,” he said,

The AAF] also announced
Vidya Sagar as thc national
coach and 12 others to aswist

{ him in different departments.

the pre-Olympic  five-nation
Euro lour beginning May
8 where in won 12 out of 15
maltches.

Two matches were drawn
and India suffered a split-goal
defeat 1o Germany. The lian
wins included two against the
1988 Scoul Olympics chan-
plon Dirilain.

"l expected a good show

form the boys. Butl they playcd
much beyond my expecia-

tions,” Balkjshen Singh said,
aflter the team's return early

He added that India wcre
surc to make the Barcelona
hockcy semi-finals.

India’'s hockey fortunes have
becen on the wane in recent
ycars, and its last of cight
Olympic gold medals was won
in Moscow in 1980, It fintshcd
sixth in the 1988 Olympics
and had Lo fight il out last year
to qualify for Bereclona.

Balkishen Singh said the
players were coordinating well
and able to play equally well in
differcnt positions and the
forward linc was moving with
speed and cohesion not seén
belore.

"Now | have 16 top players”,
said the beaming Stkh coach,
who is widely credited with
blending European tactics with
traditional Asian hockey skills
as part of his concept which
he calls “total hockey.”

Balkishen Singh rescrved
special praise for caplain Par-
gat Singh, a 27-ycar -old vel-
eran full back who spcar-
headed India’'s grand recovery
tlo defeat Germany 3-2 at

Pakistan-England Test Series, Keen Competitive Cricket Ahead

—A M Chowdhury

The [flive-match
Test serics be-
tween Pakistan

and England bc-
gins today, Thu-
* rsday at Edgbas-
Birmingham. Crickel
orward to the
scrics with expectations for
kcen competitive crickel.
Though the visiting Pakislan
cam were given a revengelul
drubbing by England in thc
first two of the five Texaco
Trophy one-daycrs, it would
not be fair to write off thc
World champions so soon.
They have a nagging habit of
making a.comcbhack from al-
most impossible situations,
and that is why they are con-
sidered such a fighting tcam.

This is going to be the fif-
teenth Test scries between the
two countrics. Of the carlicr
fourteen, eight were played in
England and six in Pakistan.
Pakistan, alter attaining Test
status, visited England [irst in
1954 under the lcadership of
Ahdul llafiz Kardar and did
very well to draw the scrics |-
1 with that momenlous victory
at the Oval, two other Tests
being washed away by rain. Dut
since then, besidces drawing
the 1974 three-Test match
serics (none yiclded a result),
they lost all the scries in
England except the last one in
1987, when Imran Khan's
tecam registered- their [irst-
ever scries victory in England
by winning one Test and
drawing four.

So {ar Pakistan have played
29 Tests in England, of which
England have won 12, Pakistan
three while 14 were drawn.
Records on home grounds arc
sligchtly in Pakistan’'s favour: of
the six Test serics England

ton,
lovers look

won one [(196]1-62]) Pakistan
won (wo (1983-84 and 1987-
88) and the rest wcre drawn.
During these six visits by
England Lo Pakistan 18 Tcsis
were played, of which England
won ], Pakistan 2 and 15 were
drawn. To-date, thcsce two
countries have playcd 47 Tests
ol which England have won 13,
Pakistan five and 29 wcre
drawn.

But in spite of England’s
over-all superfority so far as
the records go, Pakistan arce in
England dclending their vie-
torfous position over England,
which they gained in the 1987
scrics and retained it during
the 1987-88 scries in Pakis-
tan. So, in the current sum-
mer, England will not only be
going all out to avenge the
World Cup final defeat but also
to wrest back the honours
which they lost on their home
grounds and lailed to regain on
their return trip, which was
marred by the Mike Gatting-
Shakoor Rana incident.

The English selectors have

mainly rclicd on the experi-
cneed hands, as is reflected in
the team for the first Test. lan
[3otham, who will be playing
his 101st Test match, aver-
ages 33.93 with the bat (5192
runs with 14 centuries and 22
fiftics) and with the ball he has
laken 383 Test wickets at an
average of 28.24 and at 36, as
his recent form indicates, he
is still as uschul as cver. A vel-
cran of 94 'Testls Graham
Goqch, the skipper, has 7189
runs o his credit, averaging
43.56. Allan Lamb (4602 In 77
Tests, av. 36.52), Robin Smith
(2331 in 31 Tesls, av. 51.80)
and Alec Stewart (1096 in 17
Tests, av. 37.79), who success-
fully played as an op¢ncr on
the recent New Zealand tour,
arc going to provide solidity to
the English batting line up,
which will definitely be aug-
mented by the inclusion of
Mark Ramprakash, who is in
cxcellent form at the momoent.

The English attack will be
manned by DPhilip DeFreitas
(86 wkts at 33.00), Derck

Pringle (65 wkts at 35.24),

Chris Lewis (78 wkts at 32.53)
and, of course, lan Botham.
The sclectors have included a
leg-spinner in lan Salisbury
and a new [ast bowler in Tim
Munton. It is likely that on the
newly-lajid turfl at Edgbaston
lan Salisbury will be making
his Test debut. England will
largely depend on their swing
bowlers and if the conditions
are favourable then DeFraitas,
Pringle, Lewis and Botham
possess the capability of run-
ning through any line up.
Gracme Hick remains an
enigma of the Test Levcl; his
debul against the West Indics
last summer had very lttle to
cheer him up and even in New

Zcaland his total of 134 in B
Tes! innings poscs a big ques-
tfon mark against his name. If
he makes the [irst eleven for
the [irst Test, it would be in-
leresting to see at whose cosl,
and if it is at the cost of Mark
Ramprakash it would be most
unfortunate. Ramprakash, a
very correct player, did mod-
erately well in the [ive Tests
he pla last summer against
the West Indies and since then
has pecrformed consistently
well with the England A team
in the Carfbbeans and his cur-
rent form is simply superb,
Pakistan, led by Javed
Miandad, a veteran of 112
Tests (B101 runs, av.54.00
with 22 centuries and 39
filtics), have a fairly good bel-
ting line-up with the experi-
cnced Salim Malik (66 Tesls,
3255 runs at 42.27) providing
the main back-bone. Salim
Malik found the English wick-
¢is and conditions to his great
liking last summer when he
scored 28 short of 2000 runs
in the country matches. So far
on Lhis tour he has bcen
amongst the runs and has cast
aside any doubt about his form.
Rameez Raja (39 Tests,
1835 runs, av.31.63) shall, in
all probability, have Shoaib
Mohammad (38 Tests, 2388
runs, av.46.82) as his opening
partner, il, of course, Aamir
Sohail does not recover from
injury. If he does, Shoaib may
come {(n alt one down.
Inzamamul Haq, the one-day
sensation, and Asil Mujtaba,
who has done very well so far
on the tour, are going to form
the strength of the middle
order or late middle order. If
inzamam, with his straight bat,
corrcet technique and a heart
full of courage finds it easy go-

ing in the Test arena, he is
most likely to be England’'s
bane. But Pakistan's balting
will largely depend on thc
stcadying role of the experi-
enced skipper and his deputy.
Il these two, and a not too in-
experienced Rameez and

Shoaib, can play up to their po-
tentials there is no reason why
Pakistan should find
English attack unplayablc.

the

GRAIIAM ;L)OCH

But the Pakistan bowling, at
the moment, appears to be in
all shades of doubt. The fitness
of Wagar Younis will mecan a lot
for the tourists. The loss of
Wiasim Akram is going to he
very vital and il Wagar, lor
whom the tourists have hoen
walling with all eagerncss, is
also forced Lo sit on the fence,
the attack would lack penctira-
tion. Waqgar Younis (71 wkts in
14 Tests at 19.02), Pakistan's
most feared weapon, had a
very successful season last
summer when he captured
113 English county wickets
and all English batsmen were
literally in morbid fear of this

specdster from Pakistan. Aquib
Javed (16 wkis in 8 Tests) may
find it hard to shoulder the
brunt in company with the in-
experienced Naveed Anjum,
Tanveer Mehdi on Ataur
Rahman. The guiles of
Mushtagque Ahmed, in the ab-
scnce ol an incisive pace at-
tack, may go in vain. Asifl
Mujlaba and Mushtaque may
have to tofl very hard in the
absence of a frontline pace at-
tack. Yet Waqar's return may
change the situation dramati-
cally. If Waqar Younis and
Wasim Akram, in company
with Aquib Javed, charge down
in full vigour it won't be that
casy going for the English
batsmen and one hopes this
trio can come together at
some stage of the match

e ti?&t. but not the least, a lot

would depend on Javed
Miandad's leadership. It is ob-
vious that the team spiril is
not at its best and {f it should
further dissipate then individ-

ual performanccs would
hardly sullice to salvage the
st uation,

So the five Tests during the
next two and a hall months
should provide some en-
thralling moments of keen
ericket in s classical mould.
Allcr the colerful extravaganza
+f 1the World Cup and instant
encket it would nice to go
back lo the traditional contest
with all its serene but exhila-
rating pleasure. The contes-
tants in this summer's series
are likely to provide it in more
than quantity. Let any
un incident not mar the
serics the appointment of an
ICC match referee may prove
to have some beneflicial eflfect
in this aspect of the great

of glorfous uncertainties.

._ljltlial]hl)[)ekii)lf(]nhylll

Soccer result

TOULON, France, June 3
Portugal won the annual
Toulon festtval under- 21 foot-
ball tournament when they
beat Yugosiavia 2-1 in the final
here on Tuesday cvening, re-
ports AFP,

pic semis
Neuss on 27.

“The opinion among Euro-
pcan coaches and players is
that India will figure in the
last four in Darcelona,”

Singh said, his

Balkishen Singh, howcver,
said India to improve
their penalty corner conver-
sions and added there were
othcr grey areas which needed
reciification.

lie also allayed apprehoen-
sions that the team was pceak-
ing too carly.

"Not at all,” he said. “They
will peak at the right time and
right place.”

The European tour took the
Indians to Belgium [DBritain,

Spain, Germany and the
Nctherlands.

NZ, Argentina

draw series

. AUCKLAND, June 3: The
Argentinian men's hockcy
team squarcd the scrics when
they beat New Zealand 1-0 in
the fifth Test here Tucsday,
reports AFP.

The tcams posted two wins
apiece afler drawing the open-
ing match last Wednesday
night,

New Zealand werc favourcd
on goal aggregate over the five
matches 10-7,

Tuesday’'s match was a lack-
lustre aflair with ncither side
creating mr real scoring op-
portunities [rom the ficld.

New Zealand fatled to con-
vert any of the six penalty
corners they were awarded,
while Argentina managed (o
score from their fourth and -
nal penalty comner.

The goal which scparated
the teams came in the 29th
minute of the second hall
when Martin Sordcelli drove in
after a layofT to the lcfl.

Argentina dictated the pace
of the game, slowing it down
to allow their mid-ficld to take
control.

New Zealand coach Kevin
Towns said that the New
Zcaland team "backed ofl" from
their performance on Sunday
night when the Kiwis won 5-1.

' L4 L] -
Cram's priorities

LONDON, Junc 2 : liriton
Steve Cram, still unsure nbout
his Olympic prospects allcr
the longest injury spell of his
carcer, said on Monday he was
to prcparcd o risk his fitness
again just lo pursuc a gold
medal at the Barcelona Games,
rcporls Reuler.

The 31-ycar-eld world mile
record holder, who has just re-
turncd to compelilive action,
admitted he had no idea if he
would be In r:l:l cnough Ihl‘lp'l'l
to qualify for next monthg
British trials for his final crack
at the 1,500 metres gold
mwdal.

Cram has a lol of ealching
up o do afler missing an en-
tire winter's I::ninhcg :itdh".l

in problem 1 :
ﬁl not risk everything to get
through the trials. I'm nol
preparcd to rush things and
end up breaking *down
and missing another
SCASON.

“Next scason, I'm looking
forward to moving up to 5,000
mwires and | think it's eritical
I pet a full injury-free scason in
{his summer.

“I'd love

the

to inke

Olympics in and all | can do s

1 to the trianls
and do mysell justice. But il |
don’'t make it I'm not going to
lose slecp over U7

hope that |



