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SATKHIRA
" Minor girl
violated
From Our Correspondent

Junc 3: A minor girl was vi-
olated one Abdul Mazid of
village Enayetpur under Tala

Upaxtla of the district recently.

According to report, the
victim, onc Khukhu (8), daugh-
ler’ of Komoruddin of the same
village went to a nearby paddy
ficld in respond to the call of
nalure where Mazid caught
and raped her. Later, the vil-

recovered her in a cril-

cal condition. The culprit
Mazid is still absconding.

Another report adds: Onc
Selina Khalun (19), wile of
Shawkat All of Bakal undcr
Satkhira Pourashava commit-
led suicide by taking poison
recently. 5

It is reported that the vie-
tim was tortured by her hus-
band family trouble
on the day of incident and
later she look poison.

An unnatural death casc was
lodged with Satkhira 'S in this

regard
NETRAKONA

Newly elected
UP chairmen

confce held
From Our Correspondent

June 3: A conference of the
newly elected union parishad
chairmen of Netrakona district
was held at Public Hall here
recently.

The conference was organ-
tsed by Netrakona district ad-
ministration to educate the
chairmen about different de-
velopment programmes initi-
ated by present democratic
government.

Deputy Commissioner, Ne-
trakona, AHM Abul Kashem in-
augurated the conference. Ad-
ditional ty Commissioner
(General), Netrakona, Bimal
Kumar Kundo, Advocate Fazlur
Rahman Khan, Advocate AKM
Faxlul Kaddir, Abdul Kuddus,
General Secretary, BNP, Ne-
trakona district unft, Gazi
Mosharral Hossain, President
of School Teachers Association
of greater Mymensingh dis-
trict, Mahbubul Kibria Chowd-
hury, district Correspondent of
The Daily ‘Star, two union
parishad chairmen Abdul
Ilwrek Talukder and Jahurul
Haque Hira among others ud-
dressed the conference.

FARIDPUR

Indian sarees
worth Tk 6 lakh

se1zed
From Our Correspondent

Indian sarccs

centres pri
the mothers and children of

the upaxila will be gearcd up.

MAULVI BAZAR

2 absconding

convicts
nabbed

June 3: Police have arresioed
two absconding convicts from
Sreemongal town, reporis
UNI.

The arrested convicls are
Saban Ali, son of late Amir
Hussain ol Satgaon village in
Sreemongal upazila and an-
other Seclim son of Abdus Sal-
tar of Chunarughat Upazila.

They had been sentenced to
suller rigorous imprisonment
for tlwo ycars cach on charges
ol varfous crimes. |

Police said Saban Ali was ar-
resied from Monipuri slum
arca and Sclim rom collcge
road arca of Sreemongal town.

MANIKGANJ
Chhatra League
unit committee

formed

From Our Correspondent

June 3: The biennial con-
ference of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (M-S) of Manikfnj dis-
trict unit was held here at
Government Devendro College
premiscs recently.

The central leader of JSD,
Igbal llossain Khan attended
the conference as chief gucst

while Acting President ol Ch-

hatra Mokhlesur Rah-
man and Secretary Saidur
Rahman were present as spe-
cial is.

The conference was
presided over by Sultanul Azam
Apple, President of Chhatra
League district unit.

Addressed among others by
Masum Haque Khan Potiol,
Badsha, Shahidul Islam Pulak,
Shaliqul Islam Chapal and
Monaem Khan.

PATUAKHALI

Construction
work on

June 3: The construction
work on three family wclfare

centres in Bauphal Upazila of

the district is progressing last,

reports UNI3.

According to official

sources, an amount ol Taka 35
lakh has been sanclioned for
execution of the centres. The
World Bank s financing the

project.

With the complction of the
healthcare for

Another rcport adds:

worker of an ice factory of
Daulatkhan Upazila in Bhola

district was clecirocuted re-
cently.

According to wilnesscs, the

victim Mozammel Haq (40)
while working al the [actory
suddenly came in contact with
a live clectric wire.
rushed o the hospital where
the doctors

He was

declared him

dead.
SIIARIATPUR

Fishermen face
fund shortage
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professionals with fmpunily
inconventence with
enforcing personncl.

According to a statistics,

about 20,000 fishermen carn
thetr livelthood by fishing In
the rivers, canals, beels, haors

its is allcged

of
MIml:-
raders in collusion with the |
vesied inlerest groups arc giv-

the law

KusHTiA

Number of
divorces

on Increase
From Our Correspondent

June 3: Number of divorces

is increasing gradu with
mushroom growth o
ccnsed

marriage
six upazflas of the district.

unli-

regisirars in

RAJBARI : The stoneless railway tracks are in pitiable condition in the area. Travel on these

tracks is very risky.
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udents out of school

Poverty, ignorance deprive
children of education

SATKHIRA, Junc 3: The
Universal Primary Education
Programme (UPEDP’) has been
facing serious sciback in the
district.

According to Primary Edu-
cation Dcpartment, there arc
713 government and 186 non-
government primary schools in
the district. The number of
students in these schools is
about one lakh.

It is reported that dilapi-
dated condition of school
buildings, inadequale furniture
and shortage of lcachers arc
the main causes which arc
hampering the education.

High prices ol papers and
other educational appliances,
financial crisis and social prob-
lems are also hindering the
programmec.

Morcover, the schools dam-
aged by floods, storms and cy-
clones over the last few years
have not yct been repaired.
The shortage ol benches and

accommodation problem have
aggravaled the situation.

Cracks have developed on
the rools of most of the school
bufldings for which the stu-
dents can nol attend classes
during the rainy scason. Very
oflen classes are taken under
the open sky.

Most of the schools have no
lubcwells and the students are
o take impure water from the

A | Peirby ponds and canals.

For cveonomic crisis, Lthe
stidents are o help their par-
ent in their daifly work for
earning brcad. So, a large
numbecr of students are unable
1o attend classes and consc-
quently they are deprived af

From Our Correspondent

the education.

Abdul Karim (23), a day
labourer of village Raipur un-
der Kaliganj Upazila met the
tragic and of his life afier
falling [rom a tree recently,

The victim, son of onc Sa-
hamat Ali told his maslcr that
he would nol be able 1o climb
up a tree as he was to weak,
Karim was very much hungry
as he could not take meal lor
last two days.

The mastler did not pay
hecd to the words of Karim
and persucd him to pluck cot-
ton from big shimul tree. The
unfortunatc Karim was thus
compclled to climb up the tree
anc 1] from fit.

I wseriously injured Karim
rushud to the hospital but the
doctor declared him dead.

In another ineident, onc
person was killed by the Royal
Bengal Tiger in the Sunder-
bans.

It is reported that the vic
lim Atiur Rahman (55) of
HBurigoaline under Shyamnagar
Upazila went to the Sunder-
bans for collecting honcy
While he was cngaged in deep
forest, a tiger swooped on hin
and killed him.

One Gopal Muorul (504 o)
Gabura under Shyvamn.car
Upazila was killed in the thun-
der bolt on May 6.

It is learnt thal while Gopal
was working in thé ficld, he
was clectroculed by the thun-
der

Akbar Gari of village Kara-
¢achi under Kalaroa Upazila of
the district dicd while he was
taking gul.

As pur his habitl, e was tak-

,..' ’f‘. A
g

ing 'gul’ after taking meal.
Suddenly he fell ill and died
instantly.

Another Nur Ali Mallik (45)
of Baushipur under Shyamna-
gar Uparila while standing on
the road, a BDR truck of 25
Battalion dashed him from be-
hind and he died on the spot.

One China Begum daughter
of Keramat Al of Munjitpur
dicd [rom snake bite.

A UND rcport from Comilla
says: About 1.58 lakh children
ol the district are unable to re-
celtve primary education for
various reasons, a survey re-
port said here,

The primary school teach-
ers of the district recently
conducted a survey in 12
upazilas which revealed that
out of 6,862,135, cligible chil-
dren only 5,04,517 are going
to school.

The rcasons behind the big
gap between the school and
out of school children showed
by thc survey group are :
poverty, lack of consciousncss
of the guardians, inadcquate
number of primary schools and
high prices of education maltc-
rials.

There are only 1,342 gov-
ernment primaty schools and
227 regislered non-govern-
ment primary schools in the
district which fulfilled only 70
per cent of Lhe totlal need.

Inadequate of classrooms,
tcachers and education mate-
rials also discourage the chil
dren from going Lo school,

The reports said  that about
233 posts ol teachers in the
district have long been lying
vaean!
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Chist1 Textile l\_/iillg faces clc;sure

COMILLA, Junme 3 The
Chisti Textile Mills of Comilla
is about to be laid off financial

siringency caused by the huge
guantity of unsold yarn it s al

leged, reports UNI.
The mill had about 15 per-
manecnl cusiomers ol yarn

from Narayangan] who
dcposited carnest for
execulion of the lalest
coniracl. Bul a recent directive
from BTMC them

from purchasing yarn from
March last.

This has created a huge
stock of unsold yarn causing
scrious financial stringeney.
Abowut 162 bales of yarn worth
bout Taka 2.20 crore have
heen lying with the godown of
the mills, according 1o a mill

souree.
The closure of the mills
may pul about JOO cmployeos
out or;:h it was fearcd.
Tk 7er electricity
bills outstanding
Ou clectricity bilis

under Comilla Electric Supply
amounis o Taka 7 crore, ac-
cording to a Powcr Develop-
ment Hoard source here.
About 10,000 consumers
have hoen scrved with notices
o clear up the ducs within .

specified time.
Comilla Elcctric Suwoply has

about 28,000 consutwrs of
diffcrent calegories (nelinling
residential, commercial, ol
tage industrics and small irri
gation schemes,

The highcst amount of
aboul Taka | crore bills arc
oustanding with the Comilla
'ourashava, Taka 10 lakh with
the BDR headquarters al Kot-
bari, Taka 6 lakh with different
offices under the district ad
ministration, Taka 5 lakh with
the various police offices, Taka
3.50 lakh with Comilla Victorta
Collcge, Taka 17 lakh with
@atyum Stcel Mills and Taka
1.20 lakh with Jangalia Kr-

ishak Shamabaya Samity.
Accused held

Wanicd Criminal Rafiqul Is
lam Rafiq of village Kashimpur
in Chandina Upazila was
niabbed by police with the help
of the local people on May 25

lic was wanted in Chandina
thana case No 20/27 of 199
for committing hetnous erimes
and invelvement In terrorism
n the area since 8 months
It

It is alleged that Raflq and
his accomplices assaulted
chawkider lsmmtl and o poltee
vonstable injuring them sert-
rinly om 26. %01,

Jolekha "
of Kadim Al

(45) wile
of village

mur all 6 uparilas of t‘ =
fishing boat along with | L. . — — - 2 .
net is hﬂl':'lﬂu at T:'h'l 1.50 MYMENSINGH : The loeal unit of M noeratie Teachers b oram hrought out & procession
lakh which is h:-ymﬁ:hc Eul‘- ‘ here recently demanding the implementation of public court judgement. — Star photo

Mishikara in Devidwar Upaxdla
has been missing since May 15
liast

Relatives sald she had gone
oul al night for defecation but
did not return. It is feared that
she might have been kid-
napped and killed

Another report adds: Ma-
soom Mia, a workcer of Ratan-
pur Textile Mills in sadar
upazila was cleetrocuted when
he came In contact with a
cleetrice machine on May 21

The mill workers condoled
hi~ death and the mills re-
muned closcd for 24 hours.

A three wock long (radning
course on Co-operalive Man-
agement” held in Banglandesh
Co-operalive College at Kotbari
here concluded on May 21
through a bricl function.

Twentyone leading co-oper-
ators, both malc and femalc
participated in the coursc.

Cucsts at a demonstration
scasion tasled delight food
cookcd with Soyabean oil.
Woman and housewives took
part in the cooking at village
Belghar in Laksam Upazfla on
May 24

The demonsiration was
sponsored by Upazila Agricul
ture Department, Laksam, was
also attended by about one
hundred [armers of the aren.

| had recently the privilege
to travel to north-eastern and
southern parts of Bangladesh.
In the first weck of May, |
boarded the train, Parabat
from Kamalapur Railway Sia-
tion which was opcened amidst
fanfare by the Governor of the
crstwhile East Pakistan, the
late “Abdul Monem Khan, who
was really the blue-cyed boy of
dictator Ayub Khan ol Pakistan.

The train which lelt Ka-
malapur at 7.20 in the morn-
ing reached Sylhel, 246 kilo-
metres [rom Dhaka, at 4 pm,

Kamalapur Station wecars a
good look despite some hustle-
and-bustle pockets on the en-
trance yard, Newspaper hawk-
crs in particular could well be
made to sell newspapers and
magazines [rom stands insidc
Lthe station.

A few minules afler the de-
parture of my
huge
the railway track. These were
crected so closely that one
could hardly pass bclween
them without hurting oncscll .

Apart [rom such sickly
crowd of howvels, a huge crowd
of tiny urchins were roaming
around the lcan-ltoes in their
hundreds. Some ol the crawl-
ins were built on swamps. The
scene comes as a shack after
coming from the capital city

cost of huge amount of moncy
from the public exchequer.
The consequences of these
sprawling lincar clusters of
crawl-in hovels arc bound to
be all evil and injurious to our
social being,

The Inter-city train was in-
troduced to offer nonstop and
quick passage betwcen cilics.
Alas, our train was late by an
hour. The passengers, who
travelled by Parabat very ofien,
claimed that this had become
habitual for the Parabat. The
reasons are not known, Secr-
vices in the compartments arc
pitiable. Upper parts of the
scals arc worn oul. Food

nol in good tasic. Comparl-
ments need o be cleancr.
Of course, cleanliness does

one hour behind schedule. The

train, | noticed a
number of shantics along

made rclatively attractive at a

served in the compartments is

Dr Sattar

laid to rest
CHANDPUR, Junc 33 1 MA
Sattar, a noled educalionist

and founder of Shikkha Samity
wias buricd at Panchagram
Complex premises at Noapara
in Shaharasti Upazila on Tues-
day, reports UNB.

Dr Sattar, former Sccretary
lo the Government of
[3angladesh, died of cardiac
lnilure on May 26 at Islamabad,
"akistan,

Earlier, his Namaj-c~Janaza
was held at Panchagram Com-
plex premiscs. A large number
ol people including high gov-
vrnment officials attended at
the Janaza led by Al-haj
Moulana Sheikh Manzoor Ah-
meacl.

Massive aus
farming plan

MAULVIBAZAR, June 3: A
scheme has been undcertaken
to bring 1.47 lakh acres of land
under aus cultivation in the
district, reports UNI.

According Lo official
sources, 61,000 acres of land
will be brought under Iligh
Yiclding Variety and the rest
86,000 acres under local vari-
cly.

Bangladesh Agriculture De-
velopment Corparation will
supply nccessary sccds, fertil-
izers and inscclicides amo
the farmcrs at fair prices for
the successful implementation
of the schemec.

it is estimated that about
78,000 metric tons of aus
paddy will be produced in the

| district during this scason.

Another rcport adds: Acute
shortage of aus and aman sceds
in different villages of Maul
vibazar district has becen creat

ing problems to the farmers.

Night coach
falls into
roadside ditch,

38 hurt

MAGURA, Junc 3. Thir
iyeight people were injured,
10 seriously, when a night
coach fcll into a roadside ditch
atl Del in Sadar upazila on
Dhaka-Khulna Highway carly

on Monday, reports UNIL

Of the Injured Momin (40)
and (40) of Shatkhirn,
Zahurul (208), Ataur Rahman
(38) and Kumarcsh (38) of
Mhian Prabin Mal (30) of
Jessore, Islam (26) of Khulna,
Mukul (20). Nurul Islam (42)
and Ahsan All (27 of Jhenidah
were rushed to the Magura
Sadar llospital with scrious

injurics. "

_Polic

and rickshaws

by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

not depend on the manage-
ment alone. An awarcness
about cleanliness among the
passcngers musl be creatcd,
Some harsh regulation may be
helpful in ensuring cleanliness
and stopping pilferage.

condition of most of
the wayside railway stations
made me sad. were in a
bad shape. Walls of the statfons
were splotched with a plethora
of political slogans and elec-
tion crics. Possibly these sta-
tion bufldings have not been
while-washed for ages. |
couldn't help thinking of
regulations again, being a
governmenl functionary, which
could allempt stopping the
dirtying ol the walls. Wrilings
on the wall do not anymore
represent Lthe inexorability of
the wishes of the majority of
the population. And passcngers
hardly care to rcad these
daubings.

What struck me most was
s¢veral hundred acres ol cul-
tivable land along thc railway
lines immediately afller Brah-
manbaria station giving a bar-
ren look. | did not notice any
shallow or deep tubewell
around thc area for irrigation
purpose. It was really amazing
that no cultivation was scen in
the arca by me or my co-trav-
ellers in the compartment.

On arrival at Sylhet | found
a huge number ol rickshaws
plying in the city. This was in
contrasl to what | had seen in
1961 in the same Sylhet town.,
There were very few rickshaws
in Sylhet in 1961.

Sylhct is nol particularly a
crammed town but rickshaws
make things difficult at times
taking up most of the narrow
thoroughfares. Sylhet, despite
having a large segment of rich
pecople as residents, looks
dirty. Municipal authorities
nced to take care to clean the
towni properly, particularly
around the bridge. There is no
proper facilitics for public san-
itation. Stirect urchins and
loating pecople are taking
sholter in the night under the
bridec. This area then be-
comes a den of evil doings.

Sylhet s known for tca gar-

dens which present a refresh-
ing sight. Although the gardens
arc in the private scctor, these
give an impression that not
much attention is paid for
their maintenance these days.
Owners of these gardens may
consider planting rubber trees
in the vallcys along the lea

| read from a history of Syl-
het written by Hurlzl
Ali that once collee also was
grown in the valleys of Sylhet.
So with little efforts another
cash crop, collge, could be
produced ecasily on a large
scalc as the soil is suitable.
This crop may bring us pots of
foreign currency as the price
of coffce in the international
market is comparatively higher
than that of tea.

Many multistoried and cle-
gant houses are being con-
siructed in the town and vil-
lages of Sylhet by the abscntee
land owners who are mostly
sctiled in the United Ki
It is understood that owners
are buflding such huge and ex-
pensive houscs more out of
status consciousness than
anything else.

There {s hardly any invest-
ment in the tea factories and
the industry as a whole. There
is lack of entreprencurship.
People are keen to only to
work in foreign lands to earn
hard currency. There is as
such no industry worth the
name except tea in the private
scctor. Industries like fertil-
izcr, cement, gas and oil are
controlled by the public scector.

Sylhet is importing vegeta-
bles from other districts to
mect the needs of its people. |
was given to understand thal
people here have paid little at-
tention to farming as thecy are
earning moncy easily by break-
ing and ng stones from
the rivers in Bholaganj and Jaf-
flong.

| received a good news from
a local daily, Shudin, that peo-
ple of the district were going
to rcap a bumper crop ol boro
paddy because of [avourable
weather condition in the haor

| Jamuna erosion leaves

200 families homeless

PAIINA, Junec 3: At least 200
families in Becra Upazila of the
district were rendered home-
lcss by the crosion of the river
Jamuna during the last two
days, rcports UNB. '

According to district ad-
ministration, the affected vil-
lages are Puranbharcnga, Ragh-
unathpur, Madhupur, Rac-
kshaw, Nagarbari, Nakalaia,
Gonopalodia and Bherakola.

The Nagarbari Ferry Ghat
and Nakalla River Port are also
threalened by the crosion.

Water Development Board
sources said watgr level of Ja-
muna is on rise but flowing
below the danger mark. A large
number of homclcss [amilics
took shelter on the flood con-
trol embankment.

The alfected people urged
the authoritics to provide
them with rcliel and grants to
help them rchabilitate without
further delay.

A carlicr BSS report from
Sylhct says: Majid-Ul-1luq Min-

' ister for Agriculture, Irriga-

tion, Flood Control and Water
Resources, has directed con-
cerned officials 1o take up pro-
lective measures nst ero-
sion by the river Khusiyara.

The Minister visited Zaki-
ganj, Bhuylamura and Amalsid
arcas ol Sylhet district to see
the extent of causcd by
the continuous erosion of river
Khusiyara, He was informed
that more than one thousand
acrcs been devoured the ero-
sion, a Press relcase ol Waler
Development.

The Flood Control Minister
gave directive to the con-
cerned authorities to take up
both short and long term mea-
sures for protection against
the erosion. He also issue on
the spot instruction to the Ir-
rigation Secretary M Asafud-
dowlah and other high officials
accompanying him to take all
possible st inc draw-
ing up a me for the rem-
edy of the siluation on an
emcrgency basis.

emen ésked to

enforce law strictly

TANGAIL, June 3: Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chowd -
hury on Tucsday called upon
the members of police 1o
check criminals and cct
the pcople and their proper-
ties without fear and favour,

BSS.

e dirccted them o take
stringent actions o root-oul
crimes especially lerrorfam,
hijacking, cruelty to women
and children, smu -
cofty and extortion from soci-
cly with utmost sincerity and
honesty.

e was addressing the pass-
ing oul parade of the 2nd

baich ol police constablcs at
Tangail NMolice Training Center,
here,

The Home Minister said

the present government had
created a momentum and con-
gental atmosphere for admints-
iratfon as woll as for police
force, so that they could
change thetr atiitudes, behave
with people like their best
fricnds. police can restore

their image and carn peoples
faith, he said.

Terming peace and stability
as pre-condition for na-
tional development atin
Chowdhury urged the police

e e

Turning to the problems of

police, he said, the govern-

ment would do all Ik to
resolve these in p s. He
underlined the necd for

proper training to built them
as cfficient force adding gov-
crnmentl's determinajion to
develop a modern and equi-
pped police force.

On his arrival the Home
Minister was received by the
Commandant of the
Centre. The Home Minister
reviewed Lthe parade of the
culilingunts of peolice consta-
blcs and teok the saluie

Jute Minister ASM annan
Shah recently visfted sec-
ondary school certificate ex-
amination sub-centre at Gh-
agutia Chala High Scheol of

U and
P'IT_ pazila Kapasia

High Scheol centre under

during the visit,

others : sick llf:lﬂl
family due to food at
village Balandar in uparila



