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ESCAP meet on
transport begins

BANGKOK., June 3: Trans-
port and Communication Min-
fsters from 27 Asian and Pa-
cific countrics began a meeting
here Wednesday to discuss
problems concerning the de-
velopment of export-oriented
transportation and tourism in
their respective countrics,
Thai news agency reported
Wednesday, says Xinhua,

The ministers or delcgales
will attend the sccond Asian
and Pacific Ministerial Mectling
on Transport and Communica-
tion, being organised by the
UN Economic and Soctal
Commission for Asia and the
MPacific [ESCADM from Junc 3 o
5, the report said.

Quoting a press relcasc
from the ESCAP, thc report
said that these ministcers or
delegates will fnalise and
launch Phasc 11 (1992-1996)
of the transportation and
communicalion dccade pro-
gramme which will assisl
ESCAP member countrics (o
adopt multi-meodel transport
systcms through the usc of

new technologies.
EC endorses ban

on Yugoslavia
BRUSSELS, June 3 : The 12
Eu an Communily stalcs
formally endorsed United Na-
tions and EC sanclions againsl
Serbia and Monlenegro on
Tuésday and the measures will
come into cffect on Wednes-
day, EC officials said, reports
Recuter.
The complex legal texts will
come into force as soon as they
r in the next fssue of the
Community's official journal on
Wednesday.
The EC sanctions were
agreced in principle last
ednesday but their formal
approval was hcld up by the
need to include morc [ar-
reaching UN decisions.

Transport strikes

start in Italy

MILAN, June 3: Italy's ndc
pendent unions began a scries
of transport strikes as labour
lcaders and employers lincd
up for major wage negotiations
despile the absence of an el
fective governmenl, rcporis
Reuter.

At state in the formal talks
opcning on Tuesday is the fu-
turc of wage-indexalion, a
cornersione of Italian labour
legislation that has largely
guaraniced social peace since
the carly 1970s. The sysiem is
known as the Scala Mobile.

With Italy under fire from
its EC partncrs over fls disas-
trous public finances, employ-
crs wanl to stop protecting
wagcs against riscs in the cosl
of living — a system they blame
for making ltalian exports in-
creasmgly uncompotitive.

Iran-Abu Dhabi
caviar deal -

AlBU DHADI, June 3 : lran,
the world's biggest caviar pro-

ducer, has signed a marketing

deal with Abu-Dhabi based
company to face competition
from former Soviet Caspian
republics, Iranian officials said,
reporis AFTP.

The government-owned Al-
Shilat Trading Com of lran
signed a 30-million-dollar deal
with Al-Nabouda Gencral En-
terprises Corporation on Sat-

"It is the first contract of its
kind awarded by Iran to a
company in the Middle East,
"Al-Nabouda Gencral Manager,
Ahmed Abdul Karim, told AFP
by telephone from Dubal on
Sundiw,

Unemployment in
Israel soars

JERUSALEM, Junc 3:
Unemployment soared in the
first quarter of 1992, helping
to push immigration from the
former Soviet Unfon to a
record low one month before
Isracl's general election, fig-
urcs showed on Tuesday, re-
ports Reuter.

The Central
Statistics said joblessness
reached 11.5 per cent in the
first three months of the ycar
compared with 11 per cent in
the fourth quarter of 1991. It
was the h t in more than
20 yuvars.

Tokyo shares mixed
in early Wednesday

TOKYO, June 3 : Share
prices on the Tokyo Stock Ex-
change were mixed in
Wednesday morning trading,
while the US dollar cdged

Bureau of

lower against the yen, rcports

AP

The 225-issue Nikkei Stock
Avcrage was up 42.86 points,
or 0.23 per cent, closing the
morning session al 18,168.41.
On Tuesday, the average rose
121.44 points, or 0.67 per

cent.

The Tokyo Stoek Price In-
dex of all issues listed on the
ined
4.04 points Tuesday, fell 0.38
points to 1,364.20, At late
morning. the dollar was chang-
ing hands at 127.44 yen, down
0.04 yen from Tuesday’s closc.
yen afier
finishing pvernight at 127.45

[irst section, which

It opened at 127.54
yen in New York.
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Danes marginally reject proposed Euro-

COPENHAGEN, June 3.
Denmark’'s voters rejected the
EC Maastricht Trealy on
Tuesday by Lhe slimmest of
margins, stunning the Eur
opean Communily and their
own overwhelmingly pro-treaty
leaders, reports Reuter.

*This puls us in an ex-
tremely difficult position,”
Prime Minister Poul Schlucicer
told Danish Television. "We
must take this as the will of
the people and woigh up the
whole situation.”

The final count in the coun-
try's binding referendum
showed that only 48,000 volcs
scparalcd the two sides, with
50.7 per cent of Denmark's
3.96 millien volers rcjeeting
the treaty against 49.3 pcr
cent in [avour.

Foreign Minister Ullc
Ellemann-Jenscn, an oulspo-
ken advecate of the treaty, said
Dehmark's politiclans and un-
der-cstimated the strength of
popular opinion against the

"lit; a blow Lo all of us from

Probe body finds 'massive collusion' between

Business
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Stunned EC ministers to hold emergency meeting today

the Danish voters,” he said.
"There's no hiding that I'm
deeply disappointed.”

The final result contrasiced
sharply with the latest opinion
polls, which has showed a
clear majority supporting the
treaty aller a -and -neck
race unifl the last week of the

Denmark’'s shock rejection
of the trealy cast uncertainty
over ils future status in Lhe

Community it joined 30 ycars

Heads of several other
member states have said they
will refuse any Danish request
o rencgotiate all or s of
the treaty, and will press
ahead with a new version of
the treaty that simplv-cxcludes
Denmark from future arcas of
coonperation.

Danish political and busi
ness lcaders have said a Danish
*no” would drive away forcign
investment, push up Danish in
eres! rates and put thousands
of jobs al risk.

But llolger K Nielsen, lea-

“pro-treaty leaders,” he

der of the strongly anti-
Maastricht Sogialist Pcoples
Parly, gave the resull an exu-
berant welcome,

"This shows a majority
Dancs have seen thrnut’l;

of

the
scare campaign waged the
de-
clared.

A despatch from DBrussels
adds: Europcan Communily
ministers, stunned by Den-
mark's rcjectton of the
Maastricht Treaty, will hold
cmergency lalks on Thursday
to survey the of their
plans for cconomic and politi-
cal unfon.

“It's a very serious blow for
the Community ... the botiom
line is that the Community is
nol ready for a step forward,~
one EC officials sadd.

Portugucese forcign Minister
Joao de Deus Pinhetro, whose
country holds the EC sl
dency, salid he was decply dis
appoinicd by the narrow vic-
lory for the “"no” camps in
Tuesday's referendum.

e was due to have provi

ously scheduled breaklast talks
Wednesday with Europecan
Commission President Jacgues
Delors, who then chairs a
weekly meeting of the EC ex-
ecutlives which is certain to
become a crisis scssion on the
bloc’s future.

Unless the Danish vote can
be reversed, the claborate
union treaty on closer inlegra-
tion which includes a blueprint
for a singlc EC currency by
1999 cannot take cfiect. :

And the rest of the
Community's ambitious plans,
tncl ncgoliations o bring
in several new members in the
coming ycars and a radical
overhaul of fis finances known
as the Dclors 11 MPackage, are
now on hold.

“This result will cut across
the entire Community agenda,
including enlargement and
Delors 11" one official said.

‘Everything 1s on hold ..
there will be a sobering pausc,”
s1id another,

A Portugucse spokcesman
said the 12 EC Foreign

bank;, brokers

Ministers would hold cmer-
gency talks on the sidclines of
& NATO mecting in Oslo on
Thursday. All except Ircland
are NATO members and plan
to be in the Norwegian capital.

Deus Pinheiro pledged to
salvage what he mﬁ.

“As a first réaction and as a
E . | can’t but express
my disappointment as
well as my strong conviction
that the ideal of Europcan
Union must conlinue to be
pursucd.” he sald in a stale-

ment.
EC said the Danish
volte, 1 partly fuclled by

long-standing anti-German
feeling, was symptomatic of
the frusiration among
Européans which has pro-
duced resounding protest
volcs in several recent elec-
tlons. An cconomic downturn
after the boom of the late
1980s has fed popular resent-
ment.

“The problem is that lhe
Nanish vote shows that there is
so much discontent with

British bank faces $ 363.8m

losses in Bombay Stock scam

BOMBAY, Junc 3: A lorcign
owned bank is facing losses ol
up to 363.8 million dollar in
India’'s biggest stock scam,
authoritics said Tucsday, re-
ports AP,

The Standard Chartered
IBank and five other [inancial
institutions entered into frreg-
ular financial transactions in
sccurilies dealings, a commit-
tec appointed by India's led-

cral bank, the Reserve Bank ol
India, said.

The commitiee said it
found "massive collusion” be-
tween bank officials and stock
and sccuritics brokers in sc-
cretly transferring  1.08 billion
dollar [rom banks and govern-
ment financial institutions lo
Lhe sharc market.

Investigations show that the
Standard Chartered Bank paid

103 million dollar for buying
"gilt-edged” government secu
ritics. Butl the bank docs not
posscss reccipts for the pur
chasecs, saild the commitice in
an BO-page preliminary report
submitlied Tuesday to federal
Finance Minister Manmohan
Sinith
The Biritish bank purpon

edly bought separate sccurntics
worth 260.3 mifllion deollar
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CHILDREN'S CAUSE : The Prince~s of Wales Lidy
in London for the Birthright /St
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Mary's Save the Baby Fund on June 2.
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from two banks. Although it
had receipts for the purchascs,
the banks that fssucd the ro
ccipts did notl posscss Lthe sc-
curitics, the rcport said.

The receipts "do net have
sufflicicnt backing and ar¢ ol
doubtful wvalue,” the rcport
addced.

The Bank of Karad Lid, onc
of the two banks that issued
the receipts to Standard
Chartered, was liquidated lasl
week. Also last week, the
Metropolitan Cooperative Bank
Lid, the other bank that issued
receipts, was supcrseded by
the Reserve Bank.

In the London headquarters
of the Standard Charicred
Bank, executives Tuesday de-
nicd the rcports as [alsc. Lasi
week, the bank acknowledged
potentlial exposurc to the

l3omby stock scandal and said

it was s transactions in-
. gl:ng dirs 180.4 mil-

(100 million Pﬂ“l’*l-

It also said it would nmake a
provision of 90.2 million dollar
[ 50 million pounds) agamst its

accounts in rclation to the ex-
pected losscs.

Another British bank, ANZ
Grindlays, also is facing a 167-
million dollar selback in the
stock market scandal. On
Sunday, the bank assured de-
positlors it had donc nothing
wrong and that their losscs
would be covered,

Bush to keep MEFN

WASIHIINGTON, Junc 3:
President George DBush told
Congress on Tucsday that he
intends to extend preferential
trade treatment to China for
another ycar, the White House
said, reporis Reuter.

"The President informed
the Congress Tucsday that he
plans to extend China's Most

Favoured Nation (MFN) status”

for another year, a slatement
by Press Secretary Marlin
Filrwater said.” In making this

important decision, the Presi-
dent stressed that {t is wrong
to isolate China {f we hope lo
influence China.

Under MFN trading slatus,
China will be continue to be
guarantced the best possible
tari(l treatment under US law,

The While llousc stalement
said Bush made the decision
despite US disappointment in
Chinese progress on human
rights.

It declared that us

the

policy of dircct engngement
wilh the Chinese had been
successful, and the adnints

lration intended Lo maintain
this policy to protect American
interests while we promote
posilive change in China.”

Beijing's welcome
Al’ from Beijing adds: China
on Wcednesday welcomed US
resident Bush's "sensible dc
cision” to renew its Most-Fa-

N status to China

vorer! Nation trade status, but
urged an end to the annual re-
ncwal debale.

“The US Congress's annual
consideration of China's MFN
slatlus creates a sense of insta-
bility and insccurity for busi-
ncssmen of both countries.

They don't dare make long-
term plans,” the Ministry ol
Forcign Economic Relations
and Trade said in a statement.

ABU DIHABI, June 3: Gulfl

| Arab states have dropped ticir

rescrvalions and are moving
toward unifying thcir customs
tarifls and currencics, regional
officials have disclosed, re-
ports AFP.

Ahmed al-Tayer, Minister of
State for Financial and Indus-
trial Affairs, said agrcement
had been reached by Guil Co-
opcration Council (GCC) Fi-
nance and Commerce Mints
ters at talks in Riyadh over the
weckend.

. We on a timetable of
five ycars to implement all ar-

'Nobel laurea

IO DE JANEIRO, June 3:
Nobel Prize winners arc al-
tacking cnvironmentalists’
ideology as ‘irrational’ at the
Earth Summit hcre, and a
former Braziian Environment
Minister Tuecsday risked being
labelled a heretic, saying too
much money could be bad for
the environment, reports AFT

Norwegian Prime Minister
Gro llarlem Brundtland — a
leading figure in the interna.
tional environmental move-
ment meanwhile com-
plained that conlerence pro-
posals had been waltcred down.

ller comments came aller
the Greenpeace [lagship
Rainbow Warrior Il safled into
Rio's bay and its Caplain Juan
Gitar pronounced the confer-
ence ‘stillborn.’

|"GCC pact to unify tariffs, c

ticles of that agreement.

But Kuwaiti Finance Minis-
ter Nasser al-Rowdan said the
minister had set 1999 as the
target date for the creation of a
Gull common markel.

The cconomic accord was
signed a ycar alter Saudi Ara-
bia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman,
Qatar and the UAE crealed
their defence "and cconomic
alliance in 1981.

It calls for frce movement
of irade and travellers among
member states, permission for
GCC citizens to do busincss in
any member country and unifi-

cation of custom tarills and
currencics. The eventual targetl
is a common market.

At prescent some GCC cur-
rencics are pc to the US
dollar whilc others are tied to
a baskel of currencics.

Customs arec cvcen more
complicated, exceeding 20 per
cent on some products in
Saudi Arabia but less than four
per cent in the UAE, which
also have ng tarilfs among
its own member emiralces,

But the UAE English-lan-
guage necwspaper Emirates
News has rcported that offi-

urrencies

cials have agreed to unily tar-
iffs in the seven emirates by
June 15.

In another move to bring
the UAE closer to GCC cus-
toms rcgulations, authoritics
have said they plan to raise
tariffs on cigareties from 34

r cent to 50 per cent, the

| enforced in-other mcm-
ber nations.

GCC Assistant Sccretlary
General for Economic Allairs
Abdullah al-Quwaiz said re-
cently the planned single GCC
tarilf would be midway be-
tween exdsting rales,

Scientists and intecllectuals
including 52 Nobcl Prizc win-
ners are circulating a docu-
ment expressing thelr concern
that environmcntalists’
“irrational i{deology” might
slow scientific and industrial
progress and social develop-
ment.

Jose Goldemberg, Brazil's
acting Environmoent Minister
and a nuclcar phycisist, ap-

proved that stand, declaring

the group's position “very in-
teresting.” Conference chair-
man Mauric
Canadian, said he had not read
it, bul noted that summit pro-
posals had been drawn up with
the aid of UN scientists.

‘With controversial 12-day
conference due to open

Wednesday, Brundtland told a

Strong, a

World Watch Institute seminar
that “unfortunately, there has
been a gradual waltering down
of many proposals during the
pre lory proccsscs.”

"We hope, and belicve,” she
said, "that his trend can still
be reversed with the help of
public opinion and by bringing
pressurc to bear at top politi-
cal levels in a number of coun-
tries.”

Gitar's ship, berthed against
the magnificent backdrop of
Rio's Sugar Loal mountain and
fts statue of Christ with south-
stretched arms, is a reminder
to the 30,000 attendees here

that French sceret agents blew
- up the first Rainbow Warrior in

1986 — with the loss of onc
life — to nt its sailing lo

the French nuclear test site on
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Information tech
leader has gap
' in information

with others!

TOKYO, June 3: Japan, the
jeader in information technol-
ogy, communicates less with
llh-crulnl'lhcwrldl.h-nul
| major trading partners, ac-
cording to a governmenl re-
port outl Tucsday, reports AFP.

Exchanges of iInformation
with the rest of the world (by |
iclephone, lelevision, ollice
cquipment) are about a third of
that in the United States and

e —

= c—

' DBritain and well below
. Germany, France, Naly the |

Nctherlands, Canada and |
| Austiralta, according to the an- |

papcr.

Per head of population in
tcrms of the flow of informa-
tion within a country, Japan is
in fourth position after Canada,
the United States and the
Netherlands. In 10 years, in-
| formation flows within the 30
| largest countrics studied has
- ¢limbed 1.83 times (mainly
| duc to the telephone and tele-
| vision).

The figurces go some way
towards explaining interna-
n:rl ignorance about Japan
and Japan's knowledge gap
about the rest of the world, the
white paper said.

\
'|
i nual toleccommunications white |

By contrast Japan is the |

world's top consumer of news,

if one excludes Cable
| Televisfon, it said.
Th telecommunications

Japan, as witnessed by the
rapid growth of mobile tele-
phones and high speed digital
circufts ISDN (integrated
Service Digital Network).

| During the 1980s, while
Japan's Gross National Product
grew 43 per cent, the
tclecommunication market
swelled 123.7 per cent to rep-
rcsent 9.6 per cent of

sector is in full bloom in |

Japancse outpult.

Wagon-load
roubles head
off strike

MOSCOW, June 3: Russia
headed off a strike at a
plant producing plutonfum
for nuclcar weapons on
Tucsday by delivering a
railway wagon packed with
25 million rouble, reporis
Reuter.

ltar-Tass ncws agency said
cmployeces at the
Krasnoyarsk Nuclcar Plant
in Sibecria had planned to
stop work on Tuesday — a
move thal would have dealt
a symbolic blow to the heart
-of the former soviet military
establishment.

it said the wagon-load of cash,
worth about 300,000 dollar
at the central bank rate,
was divided among the
workers to makc good

es unpaid over rcecent
::tgkl. l':':.:mf:p;IL reccived about

2,000 rouble, more than a

month's average wage.

" one official said.

"I don't think that the
Maastricht Treaty could sur-
vive a referendum in France

cither or Cermany,” he
addoed .
The officials said the

chances of salvaging the Lreaty
by some traditional EC legal
manocuvering appearcd slim,
since the other 1] stales were
far from untied in their cnthu-
siasm for the text and faced
opposition to many aspects of
the treaty.

Their tortuous year-long
negotiations culminated in a
fragile 12-way compromise at
last December's summit in the
Dutch city of Maastricht.

Governments had been so
nervous aboul reopening de-
bate on the treaty that they
refused ecariter this year to al-
low Dublin to amend a special
protocol protecting Ireland's
ban on abortion afier a leenage
rape victim was initially re-
fissed rmission to travel
Jwroad lor an abortion.
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"It wouldn't be so bad f
Denmark were the only mem
ber state with problems.” one
official said.

“The troubles is that now
everybody will have an excuse
lo start ing Pandora’s
Box.” he .

The officials said the Danish
volc would have a huge impact
on the ratification debate
throughout the Community,
cven in couniries which did
not need a referendum. Apart
from Denmark, only lreland
had been planning 1o hold one.

“The main argument gov-
ernmenis have been using in
countries where there is oppo-
sition 1s to say that this is a
“take It or leave It7 m.
that it would be untrn-:n
for anyone to say no,” one offi-
cials said.

"Now somcone has sald "no”
and there is no reason for any-
onc o hold back ... but
this was neceded. the
lsson is that you can't foree
progress by twisting people’s

arms.”

e e ———
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WB gets a unique plea
to help reduce poverty

WASIIINGTON, June I
Morc than 1,300 lcgisiators
from 26 counirics have peld
tioned the World [ank Lo sup-
port cducation, hcalth and
othcr programmes aimed at
reducing world poverty, rec-
poris AP

The lawmakers letier of
appeal, made public Tucsday.
was senl o World Bank Prusi-
dent Lewis Preston

It originated with Con
gressman Tony P lal, Chair-
mah of the US liouse ol Repre-
stentatives Commilice on
lHunger. Aldes said it had been
signed by 259 other members
of Congress and 309 Dritish
parllamentarians, as wcell as
231 from Germany and 172
from Japan.

The letter said discussion of
how to reduce the number of
the world's poor is likely to be
central to the Earth Summil
thit opens in Rio de Janeiro
Wodnesday .

“We would like to see sub-
stantial increases in the por-
tion of the Bank's lending go-

ing o the programme ol lar-

gcied interventions against
povertly,” the legislators wrote.

They asked for :

An increase of the bank’s
kcnding for basic health care to
6 percent of the total, which
would be about 1.2 billlon dol-
lar for 1990-4, and a substan-
tial increase for primary

Increased loans for low-cost
improvements in water and
sanitation. It a UN es
timate that 80 per cent of

spending for this purpose E

rather than to low-cost pro-

jects that cost less than 30
dollar a person.

A significant number of
loans based on the borrowing
country’s anti-poverty policics.
Such loans would include tar-
gets for reducing the number
of poor people and changes in
polictes that make poverty
worse — policies on taxes, sub-
sidies, military and social
spending, land ownership and
credit for the poor.
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"G-7's interest rates
out plan reported

TOKYO, June 3: The Group
ol Scven (G-7) industrial na-
tions will stage coordinated
intcrest rate cuts alter their
annual meeting in Munich in
July, Kyodo News re-
ported Tuesday, quoting
"International Financial
Sources,” reports AFP.

The co-ordinated easing in
monetary policy will help boost
global economic growth, the
New York-based [(inancial
sources lold the agency.

They said the yen's risc
against major currencies and
the Bank of Japan's recent in-
terest rate cut would speed a
world recovery. |

llowever, a Japanese
Finance Ministry official in-
volved in G-7 meetings dis-
missced the report.

“There is no ground for that

kind of information,” he told
AFP. -
Japan, which is subject to
foreign pressure lo prod in-
ternal demand, has repeatedly
trimmed its discount rate the
implemented stimulatory fiscal
measures to kick along eco-
nomic growth.

"We are waiting lo t:omchlm
is going to happen,”
said, toeing Tokyo's official
“wait and see” line.

The officials said Japan's
Gross National Product (GNP)
figures for the first quarter of
1992, out in mid-June, will be
better than expected.

This will undermine the ar-
guments of those who want
Japan to take more monclary
and fiscal measures to stimu-
late its economy, he said.

UN meet pledges $850m
for drought-hit Africans

GENEVA, Junc 3: A UN
conference here on Monday
promised nearly a billion dollar
of aid for 10 countrics in
southern Africa suflering from
the worst drought in the re-
gion this century, rcports AFP.

According to a first csti-
mate, donors allending the
two-day conference promised
more than 850 million dollar,
exceeding the 835 million dol-
lar sought by UN Sccrctary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
concerned by the threat to the
rcgion’'s 130 million inhabi-
tants, .
Some 18 million ol them,
particularly in Mozambiquc,
Zimbabwe and Malawi, arc

facing l[amine.

The United Slates
promised 382 million dollar
and the Europecan Communitly
276 million dollar. ‘[lowever,
these amounts include aid al-
ready budgcted for develop-
ment, help for refugees and
other projects.

Botswana's President Quetl
Masire, chairing the confer-
ence, blamed the drought and
consequent massive crop [ail-
ure on the almost complete
absence of rain in the region.

Some 1.6 million tonncs of
grains and cereals would be
distributed free immediatcly as
aid to the most vulncrable

groups.

tes call environmentalists

the south Pacific Atoll ol

Nururoa. "
“The Rio conference is al-

A tribute to
Rio summit

RABAT, June 3: The
Moroccan authorities have
banned cars another molor
trafMic from the strects of the
Moroccan capital next Sunday
to mark the Earth Summit in
Rio de Janciro, reports Reuler.

The local authorities said
on Tucsday thc aim was lo
“demonstrate the noxious cf-
fects of air pollution™ in Rabat,
which has 17 per cent of the
country's motor vehicles.

The ban does not include
ambulances, the authority said.

’.

rcady stillborn, and only a mir-
acle could save it from disas-
ter,” Gitar said.

Worldwatéeh President
Lester Brown said the United
States was in a leadership role
at the first UN conference on
Environment and Development
in Stockholm 20 years ago.

But now, he said, "Many
delegates see. the United
Statcs as part of the problem.”

Brown said he was glad US
President George Bush was
coming to the conference
"because he will be exposed to
the views of other leaders” and _
might leave “thinking of some
of the problems inspired by US
recalcitrance.” :

The Earth Summil
Sceretary  estimates that in-
dustrialized countries need. to

provide 125 billion dollar a
year to fund cnvironmental
projects In developing coun-
trics, which themselves nced
to put up 500 billion a year.

But Jose Lutzenberger,
forced Lo step down as Brazil's
Environment Minister three
months ago, told the seminar
that “big money is usually dan-
grrous,”

lle sald much of il was
likely to end up in corrupt
hands, and that small projects
in Brazil has proved developing
countrics could accomplish
environmental goals with “less
rather than more.”

Former Japanese
Environment Minfster Kazuo
Aichi, at the same seminar,
said Japan was "ready and will-
ing' to take the lead on envi-

ideology irrational

ronmental issues.

"We are fully prepared,” he
said, adding “we have the
political will.”

As painters, plumbers and
clectricians worked againsit
the clock to finish setling up
the conference venue 25 kilo-
mecters west of Rio, delegales

finalised the 12-day pro-
gramme,
Astan and African delegates,

however, were undble lo agree
on the 38 deputy chairmen
whe will take. turns with
DBrazil's President Fernando
Collor de Mello in presiding
over Lthe conference. Many
complathed that the five
minute time limit for speeches
by heads of state was far too
short.



