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Kuwdti Amir arrives in Memco

Amir of Kuwail, Shetk Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah, arrtved
in m Tuesday night for Lalks on oil policy and other
allairs, AP reports from Mexico City.

The Kuwaiti leader and his dele

1992

tion were met the

res Roscntal, at

said the talks would cover scientific,
ll cooperation. Among Kuwaiti officials
making the visit arc ofl and financial advisers.

Mcexico ke Kuwait, 1s a major ofl producer Unlike Kuwait,
il is nol a member of the Organtzation of Petroleum Exporting
Countrivs.

Israel shuts varsity in Nablus:

authoritics ordered a Palestinian university
in the West Bank town of Nablus to close for a weck, a
university spokesman said on Tuesday, Reuter reports from

|

"We were summeoened and received a notice that we will be
closed for a weck An Najlah University's vice president for
cultural affairs and university relations Adib Khatib said.

Defence Minister Moshe Arens approved Lthe closure be-
cause of riots and viclence, Isracl radio said.

Khatib criticised Lhe closure, saying it would only throw
the unﬁtnlty: 5,500 students into the strects.

had been allowed to rcopen only last September,
H'hnljb said. It's latest closure follows a risc in Isracli-Arab vio-
lence and tougher Isracli action against Palestinians.

Russia may fire ex-KGB officers:

The Russian Sccuﬂl;_f Minister Victor Barannikov has
prepared a decree lo sack scveral scnior military officers who
are former members of the KGI3, the Interfax news agency
said, quoting official ministry sourccs, AFI’ reports from
Moscow.

The agency said Victor Klishin, former deputy head of the
second central division in charge ol counter-espionage, was

xico

one of those who would lose his job.
Meanwhile central CIS welevision said several senior ofli-

cials of the ministry,

which was created at the end of last

year, would be sacked for abuse of power.

Flre kills 10 in Detrmt A foured

rough a boarding housc early Tuesday, killing 10 pcople.
n'_l'ljf of them handicapped, and scriously injuring two othcrs,
authoritics said, A’ rcports from Detroit.

The blaze broke out about 2.30 am and

gutted the three

story brick and frame building. It was extinguished aboul
three hours later, fire officials said.

Sixteen
housc, called the New Way

pcople were belicved to have been inside the
Development, Fire Chiel Harold

Watkins said. Four of them cscaped withoul injury and two
others, a man and a woman, wcre hospitalized in scrious

condition, he said.

I had been aslccp when they said ‘It's a fire, it's a lire,”
said Willis Darncll, onc of the residents who cscaped. 7

couldn't walk. | fell

n Lthe slairs.”

16 killed in Indian bridge collapse:

A brid

ge under construction in the hills of northern India

collapsed after a gas cylinder exploded, crushing 16 labourers

to death, newspapc
New Delhi.

rs rcported Wednesday, AFP says from

The accident occurred 85 kilometers (53 miles) from the

tourist town of Dcbradun

Sunday and rcscue workers

rcached the site only the next morning, the Hindustan Timces
and other dailies quoted local officials as saying.

The gas cylinder which burst was being used for welding.

Violence leaves 15
dead in S Africa

JOIIANNESBURG, Junc 3
Fifteen people were killed in o
day of bloody violencc Tucsday
in South Alrica in Sowelo black
township near Johannesburg
according to police and rusi-
dents, rcports AFP.

Seven commulers in a
mirdbus taxi were shot dead on
Tuesday evening, according lo
a resident of Soweto's Orlando
west suburb quoted by the do-
mestlic news agency Sapa.

Police confirmed a shooting
had taken, place and said a
number of people had been
kilied, but a spokesman could
not say how many victims
there wcre.

Also on Tucsday cvening
three people were killed when
a minfbus taxi crashed afllcr
being hijacked in Sowelo s
Dicpklool arca. according to an

Alrican National Congress
(ANC) spokesman.

A police spokesman con-
firmed people had been killed
in an accident in Diepkloof,
but said he did not know how
many victims thecre were or
the circumstances of their

deaths.

Earlicr Tuecsday five people
were shot dead in random
shooting in Soweto's Dob
sonville area, triggering com-
plaints of police complicity.

Bus massacre toll rises-
to 16 1 m Lanka

COLOMBO, June 3 :
decath toll in Tuesday's Tnmil
gucrilla bus massacre in cast
ern Sri Lanka rose to 16 today
aflcr a wounded policeman
dicd in hospital, officials said,
reports AFP.

Six guerillas armed with au-
tomatic assault rifles boarded
the bus at the coastal vil
Komari late Tuesday and fired
indiscriminately on passen-

gers, killi 15 instantly, a
military s niﬂmﬂnu!d

The attack was belicved to
haw been the work of the sep-
aratist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eclam (LTTE).

Two off-duty policemen
were among the victims, most
of whom Muslims, the

spokesman said.
The LTTE is opposed to

lage of

‘Muslims and Sinhalesc living
in northern and castern parts
of Sri Lanka which the move-

ment claims as a traditional
homeland of the Tamil minor-
ily.

¢ The bus attack camc as
hecavily armed troops sup-
ported by artillery and heli-
copter gunships gonseolidated
their positions around Alampil
village, captured [rom the
LTTE late Tuesday.

Securily forces lost seven
soldiers in the battle but said
at least 50 LTTE fighters were
killed.

Since the armed forces’
push in the northeast began
last Thursday at lcast 83 sol-
diers have been killed along
with an estimated 300 LTTE
guerillas, according lo officials.

Tamil sources said 12 civil-
fans were killed in air attacks.

International

RIO de JANEIRO : Brazilian soldiers guard one of Rio de Janeiros main avenues Tuesday
as part of the security measure taken for Earth Summit. Some of 185 heads of state from

around the world are participating in the summit.
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RIO DE JANEIRO, June 3:
Soctal and ecological activists
came logether at a scaside
park Tuudly in the Global Fo-
rum, a non-official response o
the Earth Summit, AP

Coloured balloons and kiics
Moating overhead provided a
circus atmosphere o the gath
cring of more than 12,000
peoplc that opened a day be
fore the official summit was Lo
begin,

The forum participants in
tcnd 1o be the conscience of
the high- indoor con-
ference will be attended
by leaders of more than 100

il

"For the first time In his-
tory, secicty will be able to in-
flucnee the events at a United
Nations conference,” said
Steve Yolen, international
press coordinator for the fo-
rum

Move to overthrow Sadddm

US intelligence steps up |

contacts with Iraqi army

WASIIINGTON, Junc 3: US
intclligence is silcepping up
clandestine contacts with Iragi
military oflicials as parl ol an
intensificd campaign to un-
dermine Saddam Husscin, bul
there arc few prospecis for
immediate success, govern-
menl sources said Tucsday,
Reports AP.

The increased contacls
with those inside thec Iraqi
armed forces arc designed
more to position Lthe United
Statcs to take advantage ol any
misstep by the Iraqi president,
or ol some unforesceable de-
velopment that coukd create an
npening for a mililary coup,
safd the sources, who spoke
only on condition ol anonymity.

As part ol the cllort,
President Bush has signaled
Congress that he intends o
morc than double the Central
Intelligence Agency's budgel
for covert opcrations in Iraq
over the coming year, increas-
ing spending from the current
dirs 15 million to dirs 40 mil-
lion.

The money for covert opor
ations comes out ol thc spy
agency's contingency fund and

~ the

docs not require direct ap-
proval by Congross. The House
Intelligence Committee al-
ready has signaled it has no
strong objections to the
stepped-up programme, and
there has been no major dis
scnl from ils Senale counler

part.

I3t some congressional of
ficials doubt whether the pro
gramme which includes ste
pped-up salcllite surveillance
ol Iraq, incrcased aid Lo
Kurdish and Muslim oppos|
lion groups and propaganda
broadcasts — will change any:
thing.

The bollom linc is, "wu
have to got lucky”, for Saddam
to be deposed or assassinalod,
said onc source.

There continue 1o be intel-
ligence reports aboul dissen
sion within Saddam's tight in-
ner circle, primarily made up
of family members [rom his
homctown of Tikrit. The
asscssments also anention jcal-
ousy among military units over
allocation of scarce re-
SOUTCTS.

Meanwhile. the US Housc ol
Represcntatives Tiicsday called

on the Uniied Nations and
Turkey o conlinue a prolce-
tive umbrella for northern
Iraq's Kurdish population be

yond its scheduled expiralion
this month.

('n a voice vote, the cham-
ber approved a non-binding
resolution cxpressing fears
that allowing the relief and de-
fense effort lo expire at the
cend of June would lead to
bloodshed. ’

ey

I we relent in our reliel
efforts ... it would be back to
doestructton and terror” al the
hands of Iraql President
Saddam Hussein, said Rep
Doug l3ereuter.

Under an agreement with
Turkey, which borders Iraq's
Kurdish region on the north,
the United Nations s provid-
ing humanitarian supplies to
the Kurdish minority in a se-
curity zone where Kurds are
sheltered [rom reprisals by

Baghdad.

Bereuter said the standoll
shows little promise of
improving. “lt's not going to

change as long as Saddam
Husscin is there,” he sad.

S—
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Arafat's wife

in Amman

AMMAN, June 3: PLO Chicl
Yasscr Arafat's new wife ar-
rived in Amman sccretly on

and was rushed o the
hospital where her husband s
recovering from brain surgery,
sccurity officials said, rcports
Reuter.
to

hllnlgr:r get a

-crrﬂ ﬂftm last r:lr.
were cleared from the afrport
exit and the enlrance.

Eyc witnesses said Lhe tall
blonde, surrounded by sccurity

, walked briskly to the

tal door with her cycs o

the ground after membering
from a white Mercedes.

No one s allowed to talk to
her or sce her, said a guard al
the King Hussain Medical
Cenire.

Officials said Tawil was mect
at the airport by the wife of a
senior cabinet minister in
what was belicved 1o be her
first official welcome outside
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion headquaricrs in Tunis as
Arafat's wife

Aralat underwent surgery
on Monday to remove a blood
clot in the brain caused by a
plane crash in the Libyan
desert in April.

World lcaked out in Febru-
ary that Arafat, madc president
of the Palestinian atate pro-
claimed by Lhe Palestinian par-
llament-in-exile in 1988 had
mlrﬂcd Tawil:

US to sell $ 1.88b arms to S Arabia

WAS]HHGTDN Junc
Despite its stated inte rnﬂlinn \!
push to slow down the Middie
East arms race, the Bush ad-
ministration on Tucsday an-
nounced plans to sell an addi-
lional 1.88 billion dollar in
weapons and military support
to Saudi Arabla, rcports
Reuter.

The Delence Department
said congress had been noti-
fied of the latest package,
which ranges [rom helicopler-
borne missiles Lo medical"
evacuation hclicoplers and
maintenance of F-15 [ighter
jets.

Congress has 30 days Lo
vote against or allow comple-
tion ol the sale, Somc¢ lawmak-
ers have criticised US mililary
transfcrs to the velatile region

even as President George Bush
presses for a slowdown of the
Middle East arms race

The world's [live largesi
arms exporting nations — the
United Stalces. DBritain, France,
Russia and China — held talks
here on the issuc last weook
without sctting mcaninglul
contrmls on conventional armis
sales 1o the Middle East.

This cquipmenl is cssen
tially defensive in nature’, said
a scnior defence official of
Tuesday's announcement.

"'We have said before that we
intend to meel the defensive
needs of moderate nationssin
the Persian Gull and the rest of
the arca,’ added the oflicial
who asked not to be identificd.

Bul cxperts told Reaters

this week that the mnlinuing
[ailure to reach mcnl on
Middle East arms transfcrs re-
flected a lack of political will
on the part of the big nations
to slow such lucralive sales,

A major part of the latest
proposcd sale to Saudi Arabia
would include the 606 million
dollar in 'hellfire’ and 'Hydra
rockets, which are [lired from
helicoplers, as well as some
jeeps, the Pentagon said.

It would also include 652
million dollar in maintcnance
and 1echnial support for F-15
and F-5 [ighter jets. Another
223 milhon dollar would be
paid for cight mecdical heli-
coplers and associated cquip-
mcnt,

Saudi Arabia would also pay

"I‘URII']E1r Japan: Loeal authorities investigate the wreck:

Rl -

age of a train that slammed into a

store in the terminal station building Tuesday after overrunning the tracks, in Toride,

Ibaraki prefecture. One passenger was killed and 158

early morning accident.

other commuters were tnjured in

the
— AFP/UNB Photo

400 mullton deollar for contin-
ued support in modernising its
army ordnance corps.

The Saudis were a major
ally in the US-led coalition that
drove Iragi forees from Kuwail
and won the Gull war last year.

Since then, the United
Siates has sold billions of dol-
lars in wcapons to the Saudis
and other countrics in the re-
gion, including laser-guided
bombs to Saudi Arabia, fighter
jeis o Turkcyand Patriot and
Hawk anti-aircraft missiles lo
Kurwait,

But the administration has
so [ar held off on a response to
Saudi Arabia's request for 72
Medonnell Dougals F-15 fig
hter jcts at an expected price
of at lcast 5 billion dollar.

Belarus to
sign NPT

MOSCOW, June 3: Belarus is
prepared to sign the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and
the conventional wcapons
treaty, an official of the Belarus
parliament said Tuecsday, ac-
cording to ITAR-Tass, rcports
AFP.

"Our final objective is lo be
a de-nuclearised and ncutral
state” said Miechislav Grib,
president of the parliamentary
commission on nalional sccu-
rity, defenee and anti-criminal
activilics.

"All tactical weapons have
alrcady been removed from
liclarus territory and strategic
weapons will be removed as
and when they can be de-
stroyed in Russia,” he said.

Iclarus is onc of the four
nuclcar states of the CIS with
the Ukraine, I{n::akhltnn and
Ftulﬂa

Tipe Buily Sur 5

Off the Record
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GERMANY : In an age of scxual equality, some national Girl
Guidc /Scoul movemcnits are fighting to preserve thetr single-
gender status, reports Reuter.

The dilemma is confronting the organisation in its 80th
annivcrsary year. It was founded by Lady Badcen-Powell 10 do
for girls what the [loy Scout movement, created by her hus-
hand Sir Robert, was doing for boys.

‘Nouveau-traditionalisis’ In the movement want to Give
Girls the chance to competc on cqual terms In a man's
warld_ but insist that does not mecan becoming a unisex or-
ganisation.

'Girls are now and a s will be Lhe only reason for girl
scouting, said Beverly Gay 1. exerulive director of the US
based North Atlantic Girl Scouts. She an inter-
natiora! Girl Scout/Guide conference in the Bavarian Alps
with the theme ‘the

This is
104 countrics —but

Alive but officially dead

DOYLESTOWN, Pa : Not only was Eugene Francis Smith
dead, he was in trouble, acecording to Lhe state of Pennsylva-
nia, rcports Al.

In Fcbruary 1990, a police officer s Smith and told
him his car registration was expired and that state computer
records showed he was dead.

1 was decad and becausc of that | was not allowed 1o drive,”
said Smith, still breathing at age 33. "1 agreed that it would be
a hazard for a dead pecrson (o be driving.”

Smith found lifc wasn't for an dead man.
Without a licence, he lost his as a driver for a warchousc.
Without that job, he had to find a cheaper place o live and
take a job . al a dchi,

Being an officially dead taxpayer, no one in the state capital

look him scriously.

1 would call and | could hear them say,
agnin,’ and | could hear them

ok
Finally, Susan Rakus, an aide lo
Kostimayer, look his case and learned

guy again; it's that dead
w and thcy would say

'Oh, this is that
there could help me,” Smith

Petcr H.
was nooded to

prove Smith was alive and rcvive him on stale transporiation

Navymen pay
the price

records,

WASHINGTON : Seventy US Navy

disciplnary

ports AP.

The Navy annoumced late Tuesday it had singled
amonig those who attended the annual
hook Associalion convention where
aviators molested at least 28 women —hall of
cers— when the women were forced to run a

individuals from

el hallway,

The 70, whom the Navy did not identify, include six
sault suspects, 57 people who were either at the gantlet or

[ace possible

action for their roles in a 1991 sex abuse inci-
dent al a Las Vegas pilots convention, the service

Navy and Marine
them

‘gantlet’ in a ho-
six as-
or in

ncarby arcas, five who may have violated conduct standards
and two who possibly thwarted the

inquiry.
The names of the 70 were referred Lo their
possible punishment.

the convention, women were pushed through a

oflicers for
During
gantlct of up to 200 men.

Sind govt cancels

commanding

arms licences

KARACHI, June 3: The gov-
crnment in Pakistan's south-
ern Sind province has ecan-
celled arms licences issued in
the last three months as a
youth leader of a party in the
ruling coalition was released
following party prolests, re-
poris AFT,

The move came hours alter
the Chiefl Minister met with
the army chiel here Manday
amid protests by members of
the Mohafir Quami Movemcent
(MQM) over the arrest of the
youth leader who was rcleased
late Monday, officials said.

The provincial government
has recently issued arms li-

cenees in an atiempt to beef
up village defence commitice
against bandits and eriminals
lnd the army, deployed in the
province for a major crack-
down on’ crime, has sct a
deadline for all fllcgal weapons
to be handed in.

The rnmenl also de-
cided to withdraw police
guards and escorts provided to
some members of the National
and Provincial Assemblics and
Senale, as well as to advisors
and spccial assistants to the
Chiel Ministcr.

= Informed sources said both
dcecisions were linked to the
arrcst of Shahood Hashmi,

Japan reluctant to accept
chinese dissidents

TOKYO, Junc 3: Dozens of
Chincse dissidents have been
stranded in Japan since the
Tiananmen massacre with no
hope of obtaining asylum from
a country which, sensitive
about upsctting Beijing, is re-
luctant to have them at all, re-
ports AFP.

"We arc in a very precarious
situation and depend entirely
on the goodwill of the officials
in the Ministry of Justice who
have thc power lo decide
whether it is still dangerous
for us in China,” Said Veteran
dissident Zhao Nan, 41.

Zhao spcnl two yecars un-
dergoing, "re-education thro-

ugh Iﬂhaur" in China from -

in many demonstrations in
support of China's pro-dcmoc-
racy movement. In 1990, he
became head of the Japan-
branch of the Paris-based Fed-
cration for a Democratic China

. (FDC) , one of the main over-

scas dissident organisalions.

When Zhao's student visa
expired in December 1990, he
applied for political lum in
Japan. The Minis Juslice
rcjected the application in
March 1991, saying it had
been made too long after the
Tiananmen massacre.

Hong Jianbing, 30, was an
official Chinese inlerpreter
who made a daring de
to Japan in September 1990.

1982-84 for his role iIn Hong let out of a moving
de wall Movement in taxi lo escape two F'ﬂﬂ'."lll'l
1978 and 1979. Ministry officials who were

He arrived to study in Osaka
in 1988 and in 1989 tnnk pa:rl

- Gunmen kill
son of Pak
politician

QUETTA June 3: Gunmen

killed the son of a Pakistani
opposition politician in the

south western province ol
Baluchistan on Tucsday, police |

said, rcports Reuler.

They

leﬂ:lu:r Akbar Bugti, was hit

by a burst of kalashinkov as-

sault rifle when he was driving
in a car through a busy strect
in the provincial capital Quetta.

He died instantly.

Two of his bodyguards and a

m“miqumd the po-

said Salal Bugti, the
son of former Baluchistan Chicl

Anti-govt protests put fledgling democracy on test in

KATMANDU, June 3: One
ycar afler democracy was rc-
born in Necpal, this poor lli-
malayan nation is tasting its

fruits and paying the price ol

an open society, reports AP.
Wildly
pfnmptcd deadly ant{-govern-

men! street violence. Striking

teachers and  government
workers paralyzed the new
administration for its [irst
three months. Infighting in the
governing party is croding its

credibility.
Despile the scibacks, Prime

Minisier Girija Prasad Koirala
says he is not worried for his
country.

rising prices have

"Il all
constitution,

said in an Inlcrview.
Indeed, democracy

absolute monarchy. Once-

banned opposition partics arc

thriving. Ncwspapers are un-
bridicd.

All religions are frec lo

practice in this Hindu King-

dom, where propagation of any
other religion had bcen a
of King
Birendra s no longer a blas-

crime. Criticism

phemy punishable by law.

political partics work
within the framework of the
the futurc of
democracy is very  bright,” he

and free
specech have become Laken for
granted alter three decades of

Koirala's Nepali Congross
Party took office May 29, 1991
after winning Necpal's [irst [ree,
multiparty polls in 32 ycars.

An earlicr experiment with
democracy in 1959 ended
after one year. The [irst
elected government, also
formed by the Nepali Congress
Party, was dismisscd by Biren-
dra's father, King Mahendra,
who replaced it with a rubbcr-
stamp assembly.

In April 1990 Birendra
yielded absolule r afler a
nationwide pro-demoeracy
uprising. A ncw conslilulion
reduced the king to a figure-
head and created an interim

coalition that ran the country
until last year's clection.

Soon alter Koirala took
over, civil servants launched

Nepals first rcal sirike _a
three month standofl  that

encded when Koirala conceded
their demand for more salary.
"Democracy has liberated us
mentally but it takes Llime to
stabilizc. The new government
cannol come out at once from
the cobwebs of political and
ceonomic backgrounds that
existed before,”
Baral, a political scientist.
Koirala has set his first pri-
ority to bring down prices. For
most Ncpalesc who are among

=

said Lok Raj -

the poorest pcople in the
world_ his promise raised vi-
sions of a better lile.

Their hopes were frustrated
by a sharp devaluation last Au-
gust to conform to a similar
[iscal move by ncighbouring
India, with which Nepal's
cconomy is closely linked.
Prices of imports rose, [rom
sewing ncedles to cement fac-
lorics.

Rice, the staple food of the
Nepalese, costs 14 rupees (30
renls) A kllngrnm (2.2
pounds), from 8 rupces,
and couktng ofl rose by 22 per
cenl

Nepal

[n November, clectricily
rati's were doubled and the
price of walcr rose 20 por

cent. Gasoline costs 95 rupers |

(dirs 2) per gallon, a 25 per
ccni! rise in one year.

The per capita income of
Nepal's 18 milllon people, who
live in a rectangular land
sandwiched between India and
China, is 170 dollars per year.

Exports are negligible.
Ncpal's only hard currency
comes from foreign aid and
from the thousands of tourisis

|

driving him against his will to
the airport.

- The Japanese Justiee Min-
{siry's verdicl was the same,
the reason different. This time
it cited ‘lack of evidence -
although the UN High Com-
missfoner for Relugee
(UNIICR) supported llong's

application.

long was informed of the
dectsion several days aller he
was briefly delained by police
for shouting hostile Ihlﬁni
during a spcech in the
Japancse capital by visiting
Chinese Communist Party
General Scorvlary Jiang Zem-

ing.

“Japan is still very reluctant

to acecpt foreigners and, in
the case ul' the Chinese, 'H

who trek th its mountain | cal considerations are ¢
wilderness and come to scale | said llong's lawyer Kazuhiko
the world's highest peaks. Yamagishi.



