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Deserving a Helping
of Beef

In Bangladesh we do not talk much aboul the
‘cow’'. the animal that is very much at the centre
ol our critical livestock situalion. As a [ish-eatling
nation we perhaps have been taking too much
cow [lesh—much more than is good [or bur na-
tional economy as well as individual health — as
any worthy cardiologist will readily testify. But we
have been shying ol talking about the good and
bad ol eating up our bovine wealth expressly for
fear of falling [oul of some sensitivities. While all
sensible people have long been convinced of Lhe
necessity ol culting down on large-scale slaughter
ol cows and a national policy on how to augment
its stock Lo a volume of viabilitly, it continues Lo be
a delicate and dillicult subject to broach.

The Daily Star's man-on-the-spot in Dinajpur
has been very clever in circumventing the prob-
lem and making his point which is the urgent
need of stemming the fast dwindling stock of
cows in, to begin with, Dinajpur. He starts with
the village oilman’'s or kolu's distress in not find-

bullock to run his cottage mill. A profession is
ggng ruined al considerable harm to our village
economy. Kolus are becoming day labourers.

Then.comes up the problem of the farmers.
About 60 to 70 per cent farming families in
greater Dinajpur do not own any bullocks. The
meaning is straight and clear — there is simply
not enough draught power to till the Dinajpur
lands. As a resull people are being forced to go
back (o more primitlive techniques of making
mother earth yield our dailY( bread — taking up
the hoes and spades and yoke the [ather and son
of the house [or harrowing etc. This is not only
going back o savagery and inhumanity. the re-
sulting [all in agricultural yield will be specially
hurting for the society as a whole. The rare-to-
come by bullock is being used as a goodly money-
spinitier by hiring it out by their rare and lucky
(T TS

Without blaming the shortage on a sudden
sprrt n love for beel, the village cobbler is being
held in suspicion [or sudden deaths of bullocks
and cows. For, very transparently, he has a stake
in the hide. While this can be taken as a jocular
diversion, the report ol shortage ol [odder in tLhe
wake of the all enveloping North Bengal floods
forcing [armers (o sell ofl cows cannot be taken
lightly. Cows going out of a farming family is lile

oing out of it. In fact, the large-scale selling of
arming cows is, in overall terms, a part and par-
cel of the large-scale pauperisation ol our farm-
ers, lack of [odder being only one of its many
contributing factors.

Only fools can want to tamper with the [ood
habits and preferences of a large population. Bul
we have been perhaps wise in wanting our com-
patriots to give up smoking. People are taking
more and more (o meal eating — medical misgiv-
inﬁs and economic hazards being largely immate-
rial to gastronomic considerations. Our growing
love [or cow [lesh is being catered to by a growing
smuggling trade of cows {rom across the border.
We see no reason {o import them in a regular and
above-board manner like other food imports. Bul
this approach cannot be taken to condone the
eating up of a vitally important component of the
generative sources of our national economy. One
must put one's [oot down at some point ol an ap-

roaching doom. I we cannol breed enough cows
or our agriculture, which will continue to be

plough-bound well into the third millennium, —
and industry and trade, on top of our gastronomic
demands, we do not deserve to eat a cow.,

Trouble in Sindh

The Sindh province of Pakistan is in trouble
yet again. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil has sent
about 18,000 troops to restore law and order into
that troubled area. A three-member committee
comprising of the Army Corps Commander, the
Chiel Minister and the provincial police chief is
to oversee the action. A six-month long dusk-to-
dawn curfew has been imposed. These drastic
measures became necessary as banditry, lawless-
ness and terrorism literally paralysed normal life
in the province for the last few months.
Kidnapping of rich businessmen and holding
them for ransom became almost a way of life,
crippling the economy and destroying the in-
vestment climate in this southern province of

Pakistan.

Extremme measures, as the ones mentioned
above, have naturally given rise to a few questions,
Why was the normal situation allowed to deterio-
rate so much to necessitate such actions? Was it

deliberately allowed to become worse so that the
army could be called in? Handing over the
provincial administration to the army —this the

government said was not the case — is not a very
creditable thing for an elected government. The
Leader of the Opposition, Benazir Bhutto, and the
MQM Parti, both of whom have their base in that
province, have expressed fear that this move by
the army may be used to harass the opposition.

There is also the claim by the Pakistani Prime
Minister that India is behind the law and order
situation in order to destabilize Pakistan. Given
India’'s claim of Pakistan's involvement in
Kashmir, Pakistan's counter claim does not seem
all that improbable. This tit-for-tat game between
these two countries is not something new and
has done immense harm to the people of both
countries.

As a member of SAARC and as a country fully
committed to the peaceful solution of all prob-
lems between countries, we are naturally con-
¢erned about the deteriorating relations between
India and Pakistan. We are also concerned about
the possible result of this mutual acrimony, which
in the past has led to war.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil has taken a big
mhlc in sending troops into Sindh. The rela-
s between the Centre and Sindh province has
never been very good, and which in the recent
past has deteriorated further. But given the flout-
ing of the civil administration and the rise in
crimes and in terrorism, the Pakistani PM hardly

had any option. This risky step will go in favour of
the PM if he really does not use it to gain a march
over the opposition. For if he does, the a ac-
tion will deflinitely be discredited and the Sindh

situation will become worse. Mr Nawaz Sharif
should strictly adhere to a neutral ture in us-
ing the and try to forge a consensus with
the PPP and the MQM on the restoration of the
rule of law in the Sindh province. He cannot solve
the problem by going at it all by himself.
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HEIR 1s no

fact that

in the grip
problema. Scholars and
cxperienced analysis have
identified them. | will mention
some of the most urgent ancs
for the list is long. Extreme
and wide-spread poverty and
massive unemployment — and
inlenac pressure of Iatton
on a very limited land arca —
may be at the rool of these
P 'ms. Terrortsm in educa-
tional institutions, deterforal
ing law and order situation.
break down of labour disci-
pline, large-scale non-repay-
ment of Bank loans and consc
quent loss of respect in the
sanctity ol financial transac-
tions and an administration
sulfering not only from inellf-
ciency and lack of molivation
but wide-spread corruption
Corruplion in practically all
the branches of the Gowvt is, of
course, nol a new phe
nomenen, it has only become
worse wilh the passage of lime
and lpday it has engulied the
socicly. As a matter of fact i
has become a part of our daifly
lifle. One can get nothing done

in any office -ﬂhuﬁmﬂ):u
n-

the
in
massive

. the greed of some

deed socicly seems to have
made a compromise — though
perhaps reluctantly — with
corruption. A most common
refrain | keep on hearing from
friends is that you cannot suar-
vive in Dangladesh if you arc
unable to Hve with the systcm.
The hint is too obvious o miss.
A most { but
regretiably true. On top of all
this political observers ollen
complain that the nation
sccms (o have [afled to find a
scnse of direction. Twenly one
years aficr gaining indepen-
dence we are still fighting over
the raison d'cire of the coun-
Lry. is loday Lorn by
dissension and strife and ideo-
logical conflicts. Small wonder
that we are drifting from onc
crisis lo the next. We do seem
to have a very enduring capac-
ity to survive crises and
calamities but despite such tc-
nacily we are, as a nalion,
standing still if not actually
falling behind.

It would not be casy Lo sin-
gle out any one of the numer-
ous problems [acing Bangl-
adesh whose solutfon should
get the highest priority. All of
them deserve te be solved
urgently. Bul one has (o start
somcewhere and | myscll feel
inclined Lo begin with law and
order. There arc other issues
of perhaps equal importance
and | intend 1o write on them
later. Let me begin with law
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and order and by Shah A M S Kibria
been the basic duty of crmments willingness or abil-  not, this i1s Lthe most wide

governments from Lime Im
memorial. CGovernments as-

sumed other tasks In course of
time bul there never was any
doubt that law and order was
the first and most important

of a government.
Looking at the picture In
Bangladesh today | regret to
have o say that our survival as
a nation depends on our ability
to deal with this problem.
Miinl Fﬁ.‘ﬂph: who have been
Iiving through this warish
sfluation may have n dc
scnsilized to some extent and
may feel that | am taking a
rather alarmist view. This is
not, however, the case. In [act
uniess all of us — the Govern-
ment, the opposition parties,
sludents, workers and indeed
the entire sockety — wake up
and comec lo grips with this
biggest of all criscs we may be
heading for a disaster [ar be
yond our control.

A government must

fly o enloree the law. When a
spectal interest group repre
scnting a very small number of
threaten to disrupl a
public wutility involving the
wellare and often the vital in-
terests of millions of law abid-
ing citizens there ts hardly any
'response from Lhe guardians of
law and order and public wel-
farc. Ofien one reads disheart -
ening reporis in lhe newspa-
pers that [ar from dealing with
lawlcssncss firmly the author
ties are inste negoliating
with such groups! Law is bein
Nouted openly — oflen in br
daylight — but the provuerbial
long arm of the law is paral
ysed. For a section of students
and young poople burning cars,
buses and trucks s a pastime
which onc can indulge in with
impunity. How many arsonists
have been prosecuted for burn-
ing cars impunity How many
arsonists have been prosceculed

this seems to be often forgotten.

spread tmpruossion. Im-lt::
result is resignation
cynicism on the part of the
public and lethargy and cor-
ruption on the part of the po-
lice. Stalements are issued by
leaders — both in the govern-
menl and in the oppesition
cendemning terrorismm and
wrong-doing of all kinds and
expressing delermination to
uphold law and ¢rder Few
pcoplc take these statements
scriously. Some times | won-
der il our lcaders are aware of
the cynicism with which 1he
ordinary men and women
greet their statements in Lhe
press. Listening to the radio,
television and reading the
newspapoers one gets a strange
fecling, a surrealist feeling
that words being utiered carry
a meaning other than what we
have been taught and that a
kind of shadow play Is going on
which only those who are in

ing income and cemployment
The standard of bving in That-

land. for instance, has doubled
in a decade. It #s an illusion 1o
think thal a country will maks
any progress withoul invest-
mcnl. Investiment in export-
orienied manulacturing indus-
tries, in agriculiure and agro-
indusirics bul equally tmpor
tant — in education, health and
housing can | Lhe neces-
sary dynamism (o Lhc econ-
omy. All Lhis is possibie only
under conditions of peace and
security. Unlcss we arc able to
crealc the right environment
all the exnortations of our
lecaders will be In vain. That
environmenl docs not exist in
Bangladesh loday.

govern. There is no profound wisdom in this rather self-evident remark. In Bangladesh

The symptoms of the crists
arc oo obvious to require de-
tatled claboration. Loss of pub
lie confidence in the law cn-
forcing capacity of the authori-
ties is ps Lthe most ser-
ous tion of the grinity of
the situation. Even worse, a lot
of people believe, rightly or
w — perhaps wrongly —
that the authorities are not
cven scrious aboul bringing Lhe
situation under control. It may
sound like an unfair allegation
and | would be the last one 10
question the sincerity of the
authoritics but the evidence of
blind support for party follow-
crs are oo numerous to be
dismissed lightly. Obviously the
attempt to Ister party
strength secms to have he-
comc an over-riding prioriiy
for parly lcaders. Not with-
standing public statements by
party lcaders to the contrary
the safety of the innocent citi-
zens lakes a back seat. Peoplc
fought hard and long for the
restoration of democracy but is
this what they deserve In re-
turn?

A governmoenl must govern.
There 1s no profound wisdom
in this rathcr scll-evident re-
mark. In DBangladcsh this
scems lo be often forgolien
llowever strange it may sound
— ¢ven the Government secems
lo be unsure of its mandatc Lo
govern. Small wonder that re-
spoct for the Govt has croded
Mcmbers of the public do not
feel confident about the Gov-

ROAD TO RIO—II

Global Warming Poses a Threat to Coastal Areas of Many
Developing Countries, including Bangladesh

major arca ol disp-
ultcon the cnviro-
nment  [ront in the
past has been the links be-
tween population dynamics
and global environment, We
arc all aware of Malthus's dirc
predictions and also of the
achicvements of technology
there aller. Today despile the
dcbale on sharc of the blame
which is nol dormant or dead,
it is admilted that the growth
of population coupled with that
of production are placing in-
crcasingly scvere strains on
the life-supporting capacitics
of the planct. Indira Gandhi
Institute of Development Re-
scarch in Dclhi has recently
that shows
that 24 per sent of the world's
population bclonging to the
wcll-to-do nations consume
between 50 per cent and 90
pereent of the world's prod-
ucts, 92 per cent of all cars,
85 per cent of all chemicals,
80 percent of all fron and
steel, B0 per cent of all fertil-
izcrs and 75 per cent  of all
cnergy. Even in consumplion
of food of various kinds, the
share of the poor three fourths
of humankind is between 28
per cent and 52 per cent. The
message is clear: consumption
growth in the countrics with
virtually stable populations
must be [rozen more than ar-
resting the growth of popula-
tion in the developing world.
Yet there is no denying that
the population growth rate in
the third world is excessive, in
some countrics il is as high as
4 per cent per year. While in-

Sir. IL 1s sad, r: aned .t
the same time relfcving to
note that the extremely unfor-
tunate premature death of
three BUET students bm‘:ﬁ:t
insight to the students of that
institution. Office bearcrs of
onc particular student organt-
zalion have criticized (he

politicians for their indiffer-

ence.

As a guardiem | can assure
all the students that no politi-
cal party or politician places
the interest of the students for

cducation, in general) above
the interest of parly. Some
cynic may even say that their

scil-intcrest is above cvery-
thing elsc. Students and edu-
cational institutions arc only

Students and politics

dustrial revolution took placc
in Europe opening up cm-
plovimment opportunitics i’
providing availability ol ¢« s
arnl scrvices in a big wav, jop-
ulation growth never crosscd 2
pur cent annual rade. Thns was
beciiuse the death rate did not
decline so dramatically as it
did in the post-war pcriod. 1

dustrially advanced countries
faced problems of poverty aind
uncmployment bul ncver in
the scale in which it is present
in the developing world loday.
Developing countrics are also
al a disadvantage in as much as
there are very few land arcas
where they can migrate and
settle in droves as did the Eu-
ropcan scillers in the new
world. Further, 60 per cent of
the world's population live in
coaslal arcas, much of which
may go under sca-level as a re-
sull ol global warming in not
too distant a [uturc. Indeed
many countrics do nol have
the carrying capacily for its
growing population. Population
planning is the all important
plank of Rie Decclaration. In
another fifly yecars even with
the best of elforts the world
can ¢xpeclt a population of 10
billion. An overall zero growth
rale fcach child bearing female
giving birth to two children) is
nol easy for the world by the
year 2040. At current con-
sumption levels for 10 billion
people agricultural production
must quadruple, encrgy pro-
duction multiply six-fold and
incomes must rise cight
fold. This is nolt an casily

achicvable target despite the

mvans for achieving goals.
Students are the most con-
scious segment of the popula-
tion. They have brought about
many glorfous changes in the

socicty time and again. The
must be politically alive an

analytical. But nol beconwe Lhe
vchicle for someonc Lo come
to power or to drag down
SOMCone,

Student politics in o demo-
cratic and independent coun-
try will confine 1o bringing
their problems and at times
the problem of the whole soci-
ety to the forelront so that
politicians, both in power and
in opposition, can tackle it
And to make gencral public
aware of the same. A parlisan
student organization is ol no

" the

for burning cars of innocent ci-
tizens In recent wecks and
how many punished? A list of
sutch persons convicted In the
court of law for arson and dc-
struction of property would
certainly act as a deterrent.
However, people who are
wiscr and better informed
than me, say that the authori-
lics, at Lhe political level,
smile at such pranks. The po-
Hoe seems 1o avoid such privi-
leged hoodlums. There was a
recent report about the use of
firearms including rocket-
launchers by gangs of lcrror

tsis bul there was no report
about what steps were taken by
the authoritics against such a
dangerous development. lHow
could such wea of war [ind
their way in o the hands of
these terrorists?

What | have said above is
nothing new. People scem to
know that the situalion is as
bad as that or worse. What |
find very difficult to under-
stand is the helpless manncr
in which the nation seems (o
have accepled this intolcrable
situation. In cve sireel
corner and locality are
well known thugs and hood-
lums bul the police do neot
touch them. Why? Because,
wise people say, these hood-
lums — often masquerading
under the name of students —
are under the protection of
on¢ or the other political
party! Whether they are in fact
protected by political forces or

the game can understand and
chp Meanwhile, the
and situation re-
mains In a state of near-col-
lapse with disastrous conse-
quences for the country.

Let us look around. Japan
often held as a model in terms
of economic and social devel-
opment. From my personal ex-
perience | can say that Tokyo
is one of the safest cities in the
world. Japan has one of the
finest records in term of the
ability of the authorities to
maintain law and order. In fact
this is one of the pre condi-
tions for progress. Look at the
so-called Tigers — Talwan
province of China, Hong Kong,
Singapore and the Republic of
Korea. Except Tatwan | have
iravelled extensively in these
countries and observed how
their economies function. All
of them have strong govern-
ments which govern with
firmness and determination.
They fow:rn. They enforce the
law of the land. Economic de-
velopment can Lake place only
when people can carry on
their activitics peaccfully and
in safcty. It is unlikely that a
government In any onc of
these counttics would sit down
lo ncgotiale wilh a special in-
leresl group under an open
threat of violcnee and lawless
ness. Even in the ASEAN coun-
tries where conditions arc
sommewhat similar to ours the
law of the land is enforced
with vigour and determination.

A M A Muhith writes from New York

magnificent
the global economy in

performance ol
the
post-war era. Such is the
magnitude of the human
predicament.

Cost of Cleaning up and
Conservation

Mere recognition of the
problem issues is not enough,
mare will hiwve o be done to
niwel the challenges. Towever,
not a great deal of progress
towards a comprchensive
planetary bargain is cxpected
in Rio. It is not casy to sicm
tide of consumplion
growlh when you are uscd lo
prescnl comforts and aware of
your command over mcans for
that end. Technological fixcs
for conservation and upgrading
of the environment arc not
cheap. In the mid 1970's Pro-
fessor Leontiell estimated that
pollution control measurcs Lo
clecan up degradation and en-
sure environmenlally sustain-
able development in the indus-
trialised countries would nced
aboul 17 per cent of gross in-
vestment. The cost in cleaning
up obviously is mor¢ than the
cosl in introducing new cnvi-
ronment-fricndly measures,

Lastly I join your million
readers to express sympalhy o
the student community and
pray for thc salvation ol the
departed souls.

M A llaq
Green road, Dhaka

Standard of English

Sir, It gives me a lot of pain
to admit that — "Our universily
graduatcs arc 'weck’ (weak) in
wrilten and spoken English”.
The error is overlooked, but
either way it shows Lhe
weakness or carclessness of
our university tes.

lHowever, | support Mr
A Mawaz's idca (letter Spoken
English,’ May..24.) that sicps

columnist,
Minister of Bangladesh

This is the second article of the
three-part series on the Earth
Summit by The Daily Star guest
a former Finance

For the developing countries
the real sacrifice is not only
the cost of new technology, it
is also the foregone carnings
and the delay in catching up
with the developed world.

If CFC levels arc to be
frozen, how are people in the
developing countries going to
use refrigerators or air-condi-
tioners at all? If forests are to
be preserved and rcjuvenated,
where would developing coun-
tries get their much necded
carnings from timber export
or how would they sccure
growth in their energy con-
sumption? There is no denying
the fact that environment-
ricndly technologies are ex-
pensive. Refinery costs are
higher for production of lead
[ree gasoline, or a fluidised bed
for burning coal for electricity
generation is certainly more
expensive.

The Build-up to Rio

The World Commission on
Environment and Develo nt
chaired by Gro Brundtland
(Prime Ministcr of Norway) in
its report entitled "Our Com-
mon Future" (1987) popu-

== e

the univer-
sity authoritics — the standard
ol English of the students must
be improved. But two scparate
mediums for each and every
subjeet 1s both costly and time
consuming, and cannol be
matcrialised in the casc of stu-
dents studying on subjects like
Arabic , French Sanscrit cle.
So | think that the suggestion
of a bricl but adequate coursc
on vocabulary and spokcen
English is reasonable and just.

I hope that the concerned
authoritics will take the matter
under consideration and bring
back the uniformity between
the students of our universities
and thosc of abroad,

Syed Tasbir Imam
Magbazar, Dhaka

Let us not approach Lhis
question in a partisan spirit.
Recrimination will do :rnn
good. Let us ap hitas a
national crisis h affects us
all-our children and our futurc.
Everything clse that we are
trying to do — for economic
and social progress — o build
up the country is doomed to
fail If we.as a nation, collee-
tively lafl to tame this monsicr
which is threatcning lo \car
aparl the very [abric of our so-
cicly.

A number of factfle explana-
lions are often advanced for
our faflure o lackle the law
and order situation. Let us look
at them. It is often said politi-
cal inflluence i1s used by party
leaders to exempt their cho-
scn [ollowers from the apphi-
cation of the law. Is this true? |
am sure all the lcaders —
whetlher in the Govt or not —

will vehemently deny that they |

are in any manncr giving sup-
port a sheller to lawless
clements. Can we not devclop
a natjonal consensus on Lhis is-
suc? The stakes are oo hlfh to
ignore the opportunity. All the
leadcrs and all the tﬁl‘lth&nl
partics can get together and
agree that lawlessness cannol
be permitted under any cir-
cumsiances. |s it beyond the
ingenuity and forcsight and pa-
triotism of our lcaders 1o draw
up a series ol concerted mea-
surcs to bring the sfluation
under control? Frankly spcak-
ing, one often hears whi-pers

larised the concept of sustain-
able developmient. "Mecling
the needs of the present gen-
cralions without compromis-
ing the needs of future .
tions” is the only way sus-
taining the planet earth. The
Report demanded that profli-
giatle use of the earth's re-
sources must be stooped. This
rcport can rightfully be cred-
ited with the sponsorship of
the Rio Conlerence.

The UN General Assembly
in 1989 established an inde-
pendent secretariat gencral to
organise the Conlerence and
appointed as its Secrelary
General the same person who
organised the Stockholm Enwvi-
ronment Conference twenty
years ago. This modality for
preparing and organising the
Conference is somewhat dil-
ferent from the uspal practice
of Lthe last two decades. UN
TCDC Conference in 1978 was
organisced by UNDP and two
UNLDC Conflerence in 1981
and 1990 wcre organised by
UNCTAD. Although these con-
ferences dealt with multilat-
eral issues, the organisation of
the conferences was assigned
to the UN agencies most con-
cerned with the respective
subjects. when the Jomtien
Conference on Education for
All (WCEFA) was organised in
1990, the responsibility was
cntrusted to a joint secretariat
constituted by four UN agen-
cics which were most active in
the field viz. UNESCO, UNDP,
UNICEF and World Bank. For
UNCED, such a joint sccre-
tarfat could be formed by
UNEIY, UNDP, World 3ank and,
possibly, UN llabitat. But in
considcration of the vastncss
of the mandatc and its crucial
importance, the UN Gencral
Assembly established the in-

-dependent secretarial-general.

Whether this expedient will
yield better results will de-

d not so much on the Final
Act of the Conference bul on
the implementation of the Rio
Declaration and its supportive
action programme. [icsides the
national governments, the in-
ternational public scctor must
also pul its acl tegether.

As thc preparalory work
procecded, global relation-
ships wilncssced rapid and
momentous changes. The end
of the cold war made the
dream of a civil society very
rcal and within . Securily
perceptions changed dramali-

cally. Territorial security no
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tha! ts fast herom-
ing “ungoven. ble”

politictaums siwuld pay had
these dark . They
oo will [ail o deliver i the ba-

will remain day dreams unicss

we can pul our in order.
The author is a For-

eign Secretary of

who has just to the

longer appeared justified in
claiming a trilllon dellar in-
vesiment each year. The talk of
a ncw world order is on .
onc’s lips. Restructuring of the
UN is at the top of the a
of world leaders. The

situation ol grave environmen-
tal radation in Eurasia, the
vast of economic ref

from poor and lated

and g civil disorder in-
cluding cthnic strifcs all across
the globe essentially emanating
from deprivation and injustice,
arouscd the conscicnee of the
world and the concerns of the
stable and wcll to do sociclics.
But evenis are moving so [ast
that a blucprint for action be-
comes obsolcte before the ink
is dricd on it. In such an cnvi-
ronment, UNCED's largets cx-
panded and cxpectalions esca-
lated. Agenda 21, in fact, has
developed into a blucprint for
a new world order for ccon-
omy and ecology. low Lo .
vide for the cconamic welfare
of humankind and how lo ¢n-
surc the survival of the planet
arc issues no less important
than questions like how to ¢n-
sure pcace in the world and
how to cnsure the sccurily of
nations.

The private sector, f.e. the
non-governmental organisa-
tions, have played a role
in the build-up to Rio. In the
Jomtien Conlerence NGO's
maintained a high profile but it
is nothing com with the
profile of NGOs in UNCED. The
environment movement glob-
ally has attracted more NGO -
attention than any other
movement. In fact, the green
movement all over the world
has been ploncered and lod by
the NGOs. It is expected that
in the Globhal Forum in Rio
therc will be over 10,000 par:
ticipants from more than 2200
NGOs. It is also likcly that they
will form an Earth Council,

- whether or not an inlcrna-

tional monitor or regulator for
environment and devclopment

is agreed to in the public sce-

lor.

On the whole the build-up
to Rio is remarkable in both fls
breadth of interest and fts
depth of issues for considcra-
tion. A matter of concern
is whether the escalation of

expectation prove to be
scll-defeating. principles
of the consensus Lion

arc indeed very lofly, but Lhe
mqu 21 has so



