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Who Will Play Robin Hood ?

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

.
atmosphere: whose responsibility?

Everybody's

As the
feclings on the part of its member couniries,

onc of the main tssucs 1o be addressed is the

relationship between development and the

cavironment. On June 2nd, cve of the summit,
the USIS (US Information Secrvice) invited
Bangladeshi jourgalists and representatives ol
Hve
symposium on UNCED (United

cenvironmental
Worldnct
Nations Conlcrence

agencics o witness a

on Environment and

Development) and issuces concerning the luture

of the world's environmoent.

BBut what was really exciting about this

satcllite programme was that it brought
togcther international participants for an
clectronic exchange of ideas. During the onc
hour long programme from 6 pm 1o 7 pm
Dhaka time,
and Dhaka poscd questions to the two
Washington participants, Irwin M Scltzer and
MPatty Petish. Sclizer is the director
rcegulatory policy at the Amcerican Enterprise
Institute in Washington and PPetish works for
the Overseas Development Council in
Washington. The Dhaka panclists were Dr
Salchuddin Ahmed programme dircctor of
Bangladesh Rural Advancement Commitlee

(BRAC) and Shechabuddin Ahmed, city editor of

the Daily Telegraph.

Onc of the main issucs that scemed Lo
preoccupy Lhe panclists was the question ol
the confllict of interest of rich and poor
countrics fashionably called ‘North vs South'.
While developing countries (South) emphasisc
on cconomic growth, the developed (North)
couniries arc more concerncd with
cnvironmental degradation. The qucestion s,
can lhese two goals be reconciled since both
arc vilal conccrns. [3oth Scltzer and Petish
agrced Lhis was possible. Said Petish,
“economic and cnvironmental advantages must
be merged and we must stress the positive.”

Petish [urther stressed that investments
have to be made on population control in
developing countries since the cxplosion of
population has a direct, adverse cffect on
cnvironment. "We cannot feed people and

protect cnvironment al the same lime”™ she
said. "So the rich countries have to help the
poor countrics to control their population
growih. Il we do not invest in this, all other
goals will be undermined.”

HERE and THERE

CPB

General Sceretary
Communist Party ol Bangla-
desh (CPPB) Nurul Islam Nahid
in a statement ycsterday alle-
that the Jamaal-Shibfir
circle filed [alse cascs against
the pro-liberation political ac-
tivists at Sirajgan.

Nahid demanded with-
the cascs [iled
against 51 persons including
[smail Ilossain,
Manu Khan, Md Nahid and M

Gano Azadi
League

Gano Azadi League Presi-
dent Alhaj Abdus Samad and
Joint Secretary Kazi Aliul Islam ged
Ukil in a stalement ycslerday
demanded political solution to
the Chiltagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) issue.

If the CHT issuc is not sct-
tled politically, they said, the
country would fafl to usc fis
vast natural resources in the
arca,

The leaders called upon the
government lo iniliatc sicps
aimed atl bringing an cnd to
the terrorism prevailing there.

drawal of

Tarik.

Earth Sumimil starts with mixed

panclists [rom Karachi, Madras

ol

Théeatre School

The (reshers of the Theatre

When asked by the Karachi panelist how
populalion growth would affect the
cnvironment in the next few decades Petish
maintained that it would be much more
diflicult for developing countries to carry out
poverty alleviation programmes il population
continued to grow indiscriminately, said
Pctish, was rcsponsible for environmental
degradation.

Morcover, population growth was the most
in what shc termed 'fragile arcas’ such as
hillsides, and lands and forests which
contributes to the hole in the ozone layer.

To the question (from the Madras panclist)
whether the threat of global warning is real
Seltzer said philosophically, “there is no
regular data on the issue but may be we don't
rcally have to know a lot to acknowl that a
long list of things have to be done. The US will
resisl fixed targets being sct and focus more
on procedurcs. This, | think {s more realistic
and scnsible.”

Another persisting question brought
forward by the panclists was regarding who
should take the blame for environmental
degradation. Since countries of the North
cspecially the US were the greatest pollutants
of the environment shouldn't they take
responsibility ? To this Seltzer said that the
idca that the polluter should pay was widely
accepted and Petish agreed that developed
countries should take more responsibility.

In addition Petish proposed expansion of
aid to developing countries for economic
growth that will lead to sustainable livelihoods.
On this Secltzer disagreed saying, "The history
of aid shows that np amount of aid can
overcome disarray in a country that is centrally
directled”.

Inspite of philosophical and economic
differcnces that are sure to surface in the
Summit, both Pectish and Seltzer were
optimistic of its outcome. Said Seltzer, "we
must abandon addressing issucs of income
distribution as environmental issues and
establish property rights in environmental
resources. The conference according to Petish
was a posilive agenda where good cconomic
mcasures would be [allcn. An important
outcome would be a recognition among poor
and rich nations, of a common stake. "We are
aller all, one world”, she said.

EUJA members
meet BUET
Vice-Chancellor

The Engineering University
Journalists' Association (EUJA)
Wednesday called on Prof. M
Shahjahan, Vice-Chancellor of
BUET at the latiers’ office, to
voice its demands, reports
BSS.

of the

The Vice-Chancellor gave a
paticnl hearing to the different
demands of the EUJA and as-
surcd his cooperations for

Mirza Latil, solving the problems.

Publication

UNESCO clubs

The national association of
UNESCO clubs in Bangladcsh
held a discussion on 'Environ-
ment and Development’ at the.
BANBEIS Bhaban in the city in
obscrvance of the World
Environment Day yesterday.

Dhaka University . Vice
Chancellor and Advisor of the
Association Dr Moniruzzaman
Miah chaired the mecting. I
was also addresscd by the
Stale Minister for Forcst, En-
vironmeni, Fishcries and
Livestock Goycshwar Roy, Sce-
retary of the UNESCO National
Commission [egum Toqhida
Fatuki, Journalist Igbal Sobhan
Choudhury, BANBEIS Dircetor
Mohammad Anwarul Ilaq
Khan, News Editor of Bang-
ladcsh Television Raliqul Islam
Sarkar and Assocfation Score-
tary General Mahbubuddin
Choudhury,

Itihash Parishad

Bangladesh Itthash Parishad
nrgnnisced a discussion mecling
at Lthe Institute of Food and
Nutrition of the Dhaka Univer-
sity yesterday in observance of
the 8th death anniversary of
Prof Abu Mohamed 1labtbullah.

Chaired by Sufia Ahmed, the
meeting was also addressed by
Prof Mamatazur Rahman
Taraldar, Profl Ahmed Sharil,
Prof Salahuddin Ahmed, Abul
Kalam Mohammad Zakaria,
Prof Anisuzzaman, Prol Lalila
Akhand, and Mohammad
Shamsul Heq.

School were accorded a re-
ccption at the school premises
yesterday.

- Secretary of school's mana-
ging commillee Ramendu Ma-

ceremony

A publication ceremony of
'Aunamica’, a collection of po-
ems of poet Md Moksed Al
in the audi-

4

was held recently
torfum of the National Scouls
Building in Dhaka. The ocloge-
narfan Islamic Philosophcr,
Dewan Mohammad Azral
| presided, says a press relcase.

jumder chaired the function. It
was also addressed by Dr Syed
Manzurul Islam, Ferdousi Ma-
jumder, Ataur Rahman and
Lafla llassan. Shariful Islam
spoke on the occasion
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Day temperature may rise

By Staff Correspondent

Mainly dry weather would prevail over Lhe country except
Sylhet and Mymensingh during the next 36 hours commenc-
ing 6 pm Wednesday, Mcteorological oflice forecast.

Rain or thundershower may occur in Sylhet or in My-
mensingh district during the period.

Day temperature is likely to rise by one to two degree Cel-
sfus.

Little change in weather will be noticed during the next
two days afler the pcriod of forccast is over.

There was no rain over the country on Wednesday for the
fourth consccutive day.

The sun scts today (Thursday) at 6-44 pm and riscs lo-
morrow (Friday) at 5-11 am.

Temperature and humidity recorded in important citics
and towns on Wednesday werc:

Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degree Celsius percentage
Max Min 9am 6 pm
Dhaka 35.5 28.0 74 67
Chittagong 34.4 27.4 75 73
Rajshahi 38.8 27.0 72 67
Khulna 36.6 27.0 75 72 1
Barisal 35.0 27.0 86 74
Cox’'s Dazar 34.0 27.5 74 86 |
Sylhet 34.5 2].8 91 60
Bogma 36.2 28.3 Bl 67

Khaleda hailed for
introduction of
child welfare

project

Community Health Rese-

reports BSS.
in a statement here Wed-
nesday the association de-
scribed the t as a mile-
stonc for the protection of the
;I;hu of mothers and chil-
ren.

Signed by Begum Sufia
Khan, Gentral of the

[arc and nutritton in
try.

BSD (Khaleq)
collects 42,100

signatures
By Staff Correspondent

A total of 42,100 ures
were collected till yesterday in
support of the demand 1o Im-
plement le's court ver-
dict on Jamaat chiel Golam
Azam.

Bangladesh Samajtantrik
Dal (BSD-Khaleq) collectied
6,500 signatures on the fourth
conseculive day yesterday.
Mass signatures were collected

al the New Marketl area ycs-
terday.

BSD (Khaleq) started Lhe
mass-s ture collection drive
in coordination with the com-
ponents of the national
Coordination Committec for
Realisation of the Liberation
War and Resistance to the
Killers and Collaborators of
1971.

will collect mass-sig-
nature from Sadarghat area in
the city today.

/. BTV
. Thursday

Opening announcement
Al-Quran

Programme summary
News in Bangla
Recitation from the
Geela
Balte Paro
The New Three
Stooges
Jiboner Alo

Debate

News in Dangla
Drama of the Week

News in English
Drama serics : Twin
Peaks

Khabar/The News
Fridiw's programme
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TV

Thursday

06.00 am Awake on the Wild Side

09.00 MTV Power Pack

10.00 MTV's Most Wantod

11.00 Classic MTV

12.00 pm Awake on Lhe Wide
Side

03.00 VJ Danny McGill

06.00 VJ Sophiya

08.00 The Day in Rock

08.10 VJ Sophiya

08.30 Kevin Seal: Sporting
Fool

09.00 MTV Power Pack

10.00 MTV's Most Wanted

11.00 Classic MTV

12.00am Hcadhangers Ball

02.00 VJ Danny McGill

03.00 VJ Sophiya

05.00 The Day in Rock

05.10 VJ Sophiya

05.30 Kevin Seal

(Plecase deduct 2 hours from above
timings for Bangladesh Standard

Time)
: L

06.00am  Attitiles

07.00 Everyday Workout

07.30 Kingdom Adventure

08.00 Animated Classics

09.00 Tem

09.30 Dr Fad Show

10. Children's Room

10.30 Jupiter Moon

11.00 Attitudes

12.00pm Your Family : Matters
Dying for Love

01.00 Santa Darbara

02.00 Sally Jessy: 'Im aflraid
of my own child’

03.00 Island Wildlife

03.30 Beyond Tomorrow

04.00 Slim Cooking

4.30 Mac and Mutlcy

05.00 Adventures on Kythera

056.30 Kidsongs .

086.00 Jupiter Moon

06.30 Jack Thompson : Down
Under

07.00 Earth Summit: Climate
in Crisis

08.00 11l Strect Blucs

08.50 | lollywnod Stars

08.00 Shoot Loud Loudcer
(with Raquel Welch)

11.00 The Bold & the
Beautiful

11.30 Runaway with the Rich
and Famous

12.00am  Drama

01.00 Movie : Prisoncr

02.30 Videofashion The High
Road

03.00 City comedy

03.30 The Bold and the
Beautiful

04.00 Joan Rivers

05.00 Sania Rarbara

(Plcase deduct 2 hours from above
timings for Bangladesh Standard

Time)
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Eunus's painting
exhibition begins
June 6

lLa Galerie at 54 Kemal
Ataturk Avenue will be holding
a miniature painting exhibition
by Mghammad Eunus, which
will be opened on Saturday
June 6 by Madam Martine
Groencndijk, wife of the Am-
bassador ol Netherlands, says a
press rclcasce.

Appeal to return
stolen works of
Jainul Abedin

By Staff Correspondent

A fervent appcal to ‘anony-
mously’ return the 17 stolen
works ol Jainu! Abddin was
nmdc. towards LT pCrpe-
trators of the recoent thefl, by

16 prominent personalities of
the country, including the
wile of the late artist, on
Wednesday.

In a statemcnt, the signa-
lorics cxpressed deep concern
at the theft in Mymensingh
last month while terming the
stolen works as a ‘national
lreasure.’

"As wc have not yet heard
aboul any cllcctive steps taken
to recover the stolen works,®
the statement said, adding
~under the circumstances we
have been compelled to think
that we have something to do
about the matter within our
limiled capabilities.”

The thelts appears Lo have
been conducted by a group of
pcople ‘for the sake of adven-
ture’ rather than by a group of

criminals. *We believe that
thcy are citizens of Bangla-
desh and they also love tLhe

couniry like any other cit-
tzen,” the statement said.

*Thus, our fcrvent appeal
towards them — those of you
who are involved in this daring
thelt — is that plcasec do not
damage the paintings or hand
them over to foreigners,” the
statement read, adding: "We
will arrange for the return of
the paintings in such a way
that your identities are not
disclosed.”

The statement went on to
request the perpetrators of the
thelt to contact the Direclor
General of Bangla Academy,
Professor Muhammad Harun-
ur-Rashid at telephone number
314429 after 10 pm or contact
any one of the signatories.

The 16 signatories also
urged the government to
‘cautiously take effective

sicps”™ to recover the stolen
works. *

Along with Begum Jainul
Abedin and Professor Md
Harun-ur-Rashid the other
signatorics of the statement
arc [larrister Mainul llossin,
Anfsuzzaman, Kabir Choudhury,
Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, Said
Ahmed, Khan Ataur Rahman,
Professor Aminul Islam, Kamal
Lohani, Qayyum Choudhury,
Rafiqunnabi, Shafliuddin

Ahmed, Hashem Khan, Kazi
Abdul Baset and Ferdous
Ahmed Quraishi.

J

mrdd} in the Institut

The Daily Star 3

Oli Ahmed chairs
ESCAP meet

Communications Minister
Ol Ahmed has been clected
of the plenary
scasion of the second Asian
and Pacific minisicrial level
meeting on (ransporlt and
communications, rcports HSS.
The ESCAP-mecting

hmm.
., O Ahmed, In his
inaugural address, said soon

afier the instaflation of the
new government in Bang-
ladesh, the country had to
tacklc many problkems created
during the iast ninc years by
the antocratic regime. He said

we had o [ace the allcrmath
of the worst ever cyclone that
hit the coastal areas including
the ofl-shore islands within
almost one month of the tak-

over.
Ol Ahmed said Bangladesh
considers that developmemt of

road communication had a
tremcndous Iimpact on the

country’'s cconomic dovelop-

paramount
for the purpose,

km of roads as agafnst
600 km in 1947, the country
has for every 100 square km
area a morc 7.45 km of

roads as against 16.76 km In
the developing countries of the
South- East Asia.

The minister said for a
number of natural impedi-
menis ke Noods and
intense rainfall during mon
soon, road construction in
Bangladcsh was very costly and
time-consuming, particularly
as major investment had to in-
cur on culverts because of the
geographical condition of the
country.

Bangladesh, he said, Wked
to- be beneflied from Lransfer
| of technology evolved by Inter-

national bodics as well as
counirics carrying oul neccs-
sary rescarch activilics aimed
al reducing construction cosl.

Dr Sattar's
qulkhwani
tOMOorrow

. ey
S

ginllery Star photo The qulkhwani of Dr M A

- ?ﬂﬂlr. a ﬁ'll"l'l';tr secretary and

. . . | founder o Bangladesh

‘Dhusar Jatra’ begins JOUIrneY |cuhikna samity. wil be

By Staff Correspondent

Young short-film dircctor
Abu Sayeed’'s ‘Dhushar Jatra’
had its [irst public screening
Wednesday, in front of an in
vited audicnce at the Public
Library auditortum.

Shot on 16 mm format, the
30-minute long monochrome
film was held up for months by
the Bangladesh Board of Film
Censors which refused por-
mission for ils relcasc.

The Censor Board's refusal |

to relecase the film led to a
public uproar, and an cner-
getic campaign by cultural

activists, students, intellee-
tuals and others [inally succ:

eeded in persuading an Appe-
als [loarcrc

chaired by Obaidu-

llah Huq to release it.

During a discussion meet-
ing chaired by noted drama di-
rector and critic Sayced Ah-
med prior to the film's maiden
screening, spcakers voiged
indignation at the Censor Bo-
ard's atlitude towards Dhu-
shar Jatra.

*The Censor Board's deci-
sion was a blow against [rce-
dom of cxpression. We cannot
have this sort ol fascisl be-
haviour when we arc claiming
to ive in a democralic soci-
ety,” renowned poct Shamsur
Rahman said in his spcech as
the chicl guest.

The Censor DBoard had
claimed that parts of the film
WETC inst the national in-
terest and that they distorted
the country's culture.

Other spcakers, who in-
cluded drama actor Abul
Khair, veteran journalist San-
tosh Gupta and Mostala Mon-
war, said that it wasn't the [ilm
which was objectionable, but
rather it was the attitude of
the Censor Board.

During the discussions, Abu
Sayeed said he, like other
short-film makers, had to cn-
dure a great deal of difficuitics
even before the action of the

 held tomorrow (Friday) at 3-30
 pm at the Samity's central of-
| ice at 140 Motijheel Commer-
IIc'1ml Arca, rcports BSS,

Censor Doard,
Among the difficullics was
lack of good quality

thie

cquipment to work with, or , Relations, fdends, admirers
the funds necessary to make | and wel-wishers of late Dr
technicallv-better movics, Abu iﬂﬂttlr have been ted to
S.ivevd said. | attend the quikhwani.
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Make your money grow with

il The City Bank Limited

Your Progress is our Promise
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