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World losing thousands
of species every year

RIO DE JANEIRO, June 2 :
Experts say thousands of the
world's natural species arc
wiped out every year, many
without ever having been de-
tected by mankind, reports
Reuter.

Accord to Michael Bean,
a r with the Washinglon-
ﬂlm:-nrntni Delence
Fund and author of a book on
wildlife- conservation law, be
tween 45 and 270 species arc
lost to the world every day.

Another expert, Walt Re
of the World Resources
Institute, also in Washington,
says five per cent ol tropical
forest species alone are lost

decade. "Some say as
m-:ﬁpﬂml.'hﬂnﬂd-.
If the figures seem a bit

. it's a tribute to the di-

versity of life on earth
Scientists have only identified

Destruction of natural habi-
tat is the greatest cause of
species loss, the experts say,
but the n range (rom
water pollution to climate

change. Broader problems in-

chade rapidly increcasing popu-
lations, growing consumption
and inadequate land distribu
tion.

Hunting, which used to be a

r issue, today Lhreatens

only 20 to 30 specics, such as
elephants.

A flirst step in addressing
the problem ulPlpecln loss is
identifying those under threat

in the first place. But it is a |

costly and lengthy process that
can yicld mixed results.

The United States, for ex-
ample, has listed 700 specics
of plants and animals as being

endangcred within the country
and another 500 oulside.

By contrast Brazil, which
has the world's grealest variely
of trees, amphibians and pri-
mates, lists only 250 The
country lacks the financial and
other resources to make a
more complete list.

Overall, the convention on

international trade in endan-
gered species, an international
treaty, protects about 2,000
species such as whales, parrots
and elephants.
Aflter identifying. endan-
gered species, scientists say
thetr itats should be pro-
tected. "Parks are important.
We are losing habitat so
quickly we need to identify ar-
eas rich in species and protect
them,” says Reid.

JUCSU election
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bickering over nomination of
candidales now seems 10 be
more confident with Masud
Hasan Talukder as their VP,
Samsul Tabrez Mithu as GS
and Badol as their AGS.

BCL (M-I) which [ailed to
form an alliance with lelt
leaning GCO has engaged in
mgtcnﬂghw with JCD.

L (M-1) floated the
Mahibullah-Mitu-Sarwar pancl
with Md Mahibullah as their
VP, Sadcka Sultana Mitu as
their GS, and Sarwar Hossain
as AGS.

Mitu, the first ever [emale
competitor in the history of
JUCSU, is ltkely to put up a
good fight in the GS poslt.

GCO, the left leaning organ-
isation which pledges 10 ma-
terialise the ten-point de-
mands of the students floated
Shyamol-Kapil-Mukta pancl
with Shy Kanti{ Chowdhury
as VP, Kazi Afzal Hossain Kapil
as GS and Ziaul Haq Mukta as
AGS.

Jatiya Chhatra Dal, another
left leaning students isa-
tion, floated the Syeel-Asad-
Shamim panel with anti-ter-
rorism and anti-fundamental-
ism electoral pledges.

While talking to The Daily
Star, all the candidates ex-
pressed their confidence about
their in the polls.

The GS candidate of the
JCD said that his party would

the result even i it was
not in their favour.

Meanwhile, the authorities
have completed all prepara-
tions for free and fair holding
of JUCSU election. Voting will
commence at the halls at 9 am

and will continue till 3 pm

without break, Election
Commission sources said.

Police forces have been de- |

ployed at every strategic points
on the campus to ensure
peaceful polling. No one will be
allowed to enter the campus
without proper identity.

Vice-Chancellor Prol Kazi
Saleh Ahmed, meanwhile, in a
press briefing Tuesday prior to
the election, sought co-opera-
tions from all concerned to re-
tain the reputation of the uni-
versity.

Results of the poll will be
announced tomorrow (Thurs-

Earlier, 14 contestants of
the hall unions were elected
unopposed. The elected are
the members of JCD.

Power failure
hinders normal
life in city
By Staff Correspondent

A big area of Dhaka cily
plunged into darkness for
about one-and-a-half hour duc
to power failure.

Power supply was disrupled
at about B8.15 pm in Khilgaon,
Maghbazar, Malibagh, Rampu-
ra, Motijheel, Fakircrpool and
other arcas of the city iund was
restored at around 9.30 pm.

Newspaper offices sullered
a considerable setback as
power supply remained dis-
rupted at the peak hour.

Residents of thosc arcas
came out of their houses as the
hot and humid weather made

it almost unbearable to stay in-
doors.
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—Badre Alam
college clash:
| Five arrested

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Junc 2: Police ar-
rested five JCD activists today
for their alleged involvement
in Monday's gunbattle at Badre
Alam College.

The arrested persons are
Mostofa Anwar, Ashralul Hagq,
Hasunur Rashid Tapan, llabi-
bur Rahman and Khaled
Ahmed Tutul. All of them were
identified as activists of Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)-
backed students’ wing, Jati-

{ Chhatra Dal (JCD).

Police produced them be-
fore the district court from
where Khaled Ahmed was re-
leased on bail while four others
were senl to the Gazipur dis-
trict jail.

Activists of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) and
Gantantrik Chhatra Oikya
clashed in and oulside Badre
Alam College Monday moming.
Following the clash, the col-
lege authoritics declared the
college closed for 16 days.

BCL (A-L) demands
withdrawal of
Mantu's expulsion

decision

Chhatra League [(Azad-
Loni), a new faction of the stu-
dent wing of Awami League,
Tuesday urged the highcom
mand to withdraw the cxpul-
sion of Mostala Mohsin Mantu
in the greater intcrest of the
party, reports UNB.

The dissident group al a
press confercnee at the Jatiya
Press Club Tucsday altcrnoon
said thcy had formed a 69-
mcmber central committee of
BCL on May 2R to bury
"districtism™ in the organisa-
lion.

Mizanur Rahman Azad and
B M Wahiduzzaman Loni were
elected president and gencral
sccretary respectively of the
scparate committee of Chhatra
Leaguec.

Addressing thc ncws con-
ference, Azad claimed the new
committee under his leader-
ship is the only legitimate cen-
tral body of the organisation.

4 Oul of the 7B district com-

mittees, he said, 31 had al-
ready expressed solidarity with
them and hoped the remaining
oncs would also come under
the banner of their commitice.

BCL, being an independent
organisation, doesn’'t constitu-
tionally require any endorsc
ment by Awami League for its
legitimacy, he said

inister Begum Khaleda Zia inaugurating “the National
Children” at International Conference Centre yesterday.

Programme of Action for
— PID photo

Children's problems
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organisations and so-
cial workers to come forward
with specific programmes for
the deve ol children.

In the welcome address, M
Mokammel Haque, Member,
Planning Commission and
Chairman, JGUAG, said the
new government hopes to fa-
cilitate rapid progress towards
the achtevements of the goals
for the 1990s.

Cole P Dodge, representa-
tive of UNICEF in Bangladcsh,
said: "It 1s this creation of
hope, through the launching of
the National Programme ol
Action, thal is a big success.”

He appreciated the ‘univer-
sal primary cducation’, the
resolution which was reeently
adopted by the government.
"This NPA is a new dawn, a
ncw reality for children in the
coming eight years. This
country is now scl to achieve
much more .in the ycars
ahcad,” said Cole P Dodge.

Other ministers present on
the occasion expressed their
appreciation of NPA and as-
sured of lull coopcration in the
coming ycars.

The process of the prepa-
ration ol NPA was initiated by
the JGUAG in March 199]
with the formation of four
working groups. These groups
were onc cach for — health
and nutrition, water and envi-
ronmental sanitation, educa-
tion, and social welfare.

The participants in these
groups were drawn from  dif-
fcrent spheres of government
bodics and development part-
ners.,

The outcome of the discus-
sions and rccommendations ol
these working groups wure
then discussed in two review
meccetings. The NPAs were [i
nalised atl a JGUAG meetling in
November 1991, Immediatcly
alterwards, that s in
December, the summary of the
NPA was published under the
title ‘Progotf’.

There are six main goals of
the NPA for children and de-
velopment by 1995. First, the
siress is Lo reduce infant mor-
tality rate from 110 to BO per
1000 live births and mortality
rate of children below the age
of five from 188 to 135.

The issuc which is at par
with infant mortality and child
birth is the condition of the
mothers. Henee, it emphasises
to reduce maternal mortality
ratio from 6 to 4.5.

Virtual elimination of io-
dine defliciency disorders and
nulritional blindness [rom

Vitamin A deficiency should
also be given importance.

The number of flifterates is
increasing every year. So, im-
portance should also be on to
increase adult literacy rate
(15-36 years) to 40 per cent
with the emphasis on female
H :

School
Ban
cent of enrollment or 38 per
cent of eligible children. So,
concerted e is neccessary
o incrcase gross primary
school enrollment rate 1o 85
per cent through formal
schooling and non-formal edu
calion of comparable stan-
dards with emphasis on re-
duction of gender disparitics.

Universal access Lo sale

drinking water and increase in |

sanitation coverage [rom cight
to 35 per cent is another tar-
get of the NPA,

Women's literacy rate Is
hall that of males. Efforts are
needed to reduce gender dis-
parities by integrating women
into the mainstream of devel-
opment.

There are 14 million chil-
dren under 15 in rural arcas
and aboul threc million in ur-
ban arcas who face acute
povertly.

Enam Ahmed Chowdhury,
Secretary, Economic Relations
Division, Ministry of Finance,
in his vote of thanks on the
occasion of launching the NPA
said referring to the pro-
gramme: “This is a corner-
stone of national development
effort. With UNICEF and other
international donors and or-
ganisations, we hope this will
bring about a better futurc and
better development for our
children.”

Tk 7 crore EC
food aid for
Rohingyas

The Commission of the Eu-
ropcan Communilics has ap-
proved an allocation of 10,000
lons of cereals, valued at 1.46
million ECU (approximately 70
million taka), for distribution
to the Rohingya refugces in
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

This food aid will be chan-
nelled through the World Food
Programme, according to
press release of the Europcan
Communities in Dhaka.

This commitment is part of
a special food aid programme
for 1992, granted to countrics
which have been severcly af-
fected by drought or conllicts
in different parts of the world.
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extinet in another 40 ycars.

The audit report on the
State of the Environment just
released by the United Na-
tions Environment Programme
(UNEP) says that "cllorts to
improve the environment de-
pend mainly on eliminating
poverty and wasteful habits of
the very rich. The world's
richest billion people consume
the most resources and gener-
ate the most waste.”

From 1970 to 1990, the
population of the world in-
creased by more than 40 per
cent, about 1.6 billion pcople.
In the coming two decades it
is expected to grow by another
1.7 billion people, bringing
the total to seven billion.

Though the growth of popu-
lation is slowing, during the
current decade the world will
have to support three more
people every second, almosl
97 milllon a year. Demogra-
phers are of the opinion that
‘this decade will sec the
largest increase in population
in human history.’

Incrcasing  pressure of
population creates pressure on
meagre resources. The fnvad-
ing population encroaches
on lands and forests. This has
already resulted in a telling ef-
fecct on the natural environ-
ment and in the process
women are [acing more strains

in collecting fuel, food and wa-
ter for the ;

They are also facing difficul-
tics in conserving income and
culting expenditure.

There have been sgientific
and technological vance-

ments over the years coa-
tributing to the life span of
pcople, specially in ensuring
a better life.

Much of this progress has
been in the rich industrial
countrics, where pcople now
expect to live until 73 and
where only nine children out
of 1000 dic before the age of
five. As against this, a South
Asian expects 1o live 57, a
Latin American 66 and an
African only 52.

Population level and disease
are linked. Besides, population
increase limits the access to
primary health care, sanita-
tion, education and so on.

When the survival of the
poor has become dillicult, so is
the case of many animals. Hu-
man activity is rapidly deplet-
ing the number of plant and
animal species on the earth.

Industry and agriculture
depend on this biological di-
versity for many of their necds.

Conservationists claim, over
the next three decades the
number of losses are likely to
increase to 15000 to 50000
species per year, or about 40
1o 140 species per day.

The craze for development
has also contributed to speedy
development of transport, a
greedy consumer of both land
and energy.

UNEP figures say "There
are 600 million bicyeles iIn
China and India. Unfortunately
for the environment, Lhére
are almost as many vehicles in
the world -- roughly twice as
_ as there were in 1970.
More than BO per cent of all
vehicles are produced and

Earth Summit today

owned in developed countries.
In the United States cvery
other person owns a vehicle, in
Alrica the re is 9 for every
thousand inhabitants, in India
2 and in China 0.4.”

Against this background,
the nations of the world would
try to reach a consensus to
save the carth. The conference
is being held at a time when
the world will be celebrating
the World Environment Day
June 5 with the slogan "Only
one Earth, Carc and Share.”

The cnvironment has no
boundary and its dcgradation
effects everybody. Justifying

the slogan for this ycar's Envi-
ronment Day, Mostafa K Tolba,
Executive Director ol UNEP
has rightly said "We have only
begun to fight to ensure Care
and Share become the watch-
words of the twenty-first cen-

tury.”

The Rio Conference is ex-
pected to end with a Charter --
a document outlining the re:
sponsibilities of human beings
for the coming years. There is
nothing new in man defend-
ing his rights and survival.

Seven thousand years ago
the Aryans of the Indus Civi-
lization wanted to protect the
five elements [earth, water,
energy, air and the sky) essen-

The concern is age-old bul
the world is yet to take a
common initiative.

The Earth Summit is likely

to initiate the actions despite
of many of

attendance 1in J
h is around 50 per-

—

Remain vigilant
against ‘evil
forces’, Hasina

asks partymen

Awami League President
Shetkh Hasina asked
leaders and workers in all tiers
of her party to work unitedly
to shoulder the future respon-
sibility of the country, reports

also asked them to re-

t against machina-

any “evil force” Lrying
to undermine the party.

Hasina made the call while
ﬂrﬂin’ up the five-day meet-
ing of the Awami League
Central Working Committee.

The Awami League chiefl
called for mobilising public

against "autlocratic ac-
tivities™ of the present gov-
crnment and bullding the
party on solid foundation from
grassroot level.

Awami League had played
the major and fundamental
role under the leadership of
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman in achieving the coun-
try's inde , she said.

"And soldiers of

main vi
tlons

the

| Bangabandhu will now have to

take the responsibility of
reaching the [rufts of indcpen-
dence to the commonman.”

Hasina also called for foiling
all conspiracies against inde-
pendence and ty of
the country and building active
resistance against communal
forces and tcrrorists.

Another

reporis says
lHasina will inaugurate a tree
plantation me al the

national level today.

Janata Tower
Froam Page | Col 7

couniry beyond those men

tioned in the statement which
is open for scrutiny,” said the
prosccution witness in reply 1o

[ the defence.

There was no quoestion [rom
the defence counscl about Is-
lam’'s deposition that he re-
ceived Tk 10 crore including
Tk 6.5 crore in cash [rom Er-
shad for construction of multi-
sioried building Janata Tower
al Kawran Dazar.

Burcau of Anti-corruption
prosecuted 62-year General
Ershad who ruled the country
nearly nine years for giving
RAJUK land 1o Janata Publish-
ers by abusing power and pay-
ment of Tk 6.5 crore for con-
struction of Janata Tower
from his possession which is
beyond known sources of his
income. Begum Rawshan Br-
shad, Chairman of Janata Pub-
lishers, is one of the 18 co-ac-
cused in this case.

Replying to the defence K
7 Islam admitied that his
passport was impounded along
with some other busincssmen
but it was returned alter 4/5
days  lle denied thal he was
ofl-loaded [rom the plane at
Zia International Airport.

Islam admitled one of his
two sons [rom the first wile
commitied suicide bult denied
the dcfenee  suggestion that
the boy had taken to the cx-
treme coursc for being de-
prived of [ather's property.

"l stood wilness to divulge
the truth®, Islam said when
the defence counsel suggested
that he camc to the court for
safeguarding his wealth which
can be estimated in billions of
Taka.

Sharfuddin Khan Mukul
who appcared for Begum Raw-
shan Ershad also crosscd ex-
amined the prosccution wit-
ness.

Replying to him Islam said
he was called to the Bureau of
Anti-corruption several days in
connection of the pase. Subsc-
quently Bureau officials wenl
to his office and seized lot of
documents.
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Nouri elected Speaker
of Iranian pasl I

NICOSIA, June 2: Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri, a staunch sup-

r of President Hashemi

Republic News Agency, in a dispaich

as
official Islamic

monitored in Nicosia, said Nourli was clected for a period of
one year with 191 of 230 votes, reportis AP

Serbs attack UN convoy

BELGRADE, June 2: Serb irregulars machine-gunned a UN

escorted humanitarian convoy outside the Bosnian
in the latest assauit on relief

Sarajevo
Yugoslavia's war, local
the besieged Bosnian

jourmalists
capital confirmed the attack, which
wounded two people, but did not identify the

workers
said. UN observers

culprits. The

barrage oceurred in Serb-held territory, reports Reuter.

Bank rate red
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recovery of oulstanding bank
loans,” he added.

The Finance Minister saidd
that the mmenl was con-
sidering formulating a
bankruptcy law or insolvency
act similar to that in the
Unfted States or in Great Bri-
tadn.

Saying that the interest
rales on the Defence Savi
Certificate were 'atrocious
high'. the Minister said that
their yicld had been refixed at
I8 per cont instead of the cur-
rent 21 per cent.

Similarly, the yield of the
live-year-term Sav -
ings Certificale would be re-

Bangabandhu Bhaban
to be turned

INto museum

Bangabandhu Dhaban, the
Dhanmond! residence of She-
ikh Mujfb, will be turned into a
museum, Awami League Pre-

sident Shelkh Hasina an-
nounced yesterday, reports
UNB.

She also announced forma-
tion of a trustee board for
maintenance of the museum,
laden with the memories of

the struggle for independence
of the country and the great

leader.

Hasina, the cidest daughier
of Bangabandhu, made the an-
nouncement during her con-
cluding speech at the party's
central working committiee
meeting.

She nominated a ‘Nagartk
Museum Committee’ to look
after the mansion on the
northern side of the Dhan-
mondi lake and presented a
draft of the trustec board at
the central commitiee mee-
Ling.

JCD, BCL clash

in Barguna
College: 2 hurt

BARGUNA, June 2: Two
students of Barguna Govern-
ment College were injured in
a clash between the activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and Chhatra League (M-I) at
Char colony in the town today,
reports UNB.

UNHCR
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tion, shelter and other infras-
tructures, forestry and trans-
port. The remaining 5.2 mil-
lion dollars will be used by
UNHCR for procuring interna-
tionally materials for shelter
and water supply.

The Rohingya refugees
have started {leeing into Bang-
ladesh since March last year lc
escape persecution by Myan-
mar soldicrs. Bangladesh says
it is unable to look alfter their
welfare for long because of
resource constraints.

duced to 16 per cent from the
current rate of 18 per cent
while that on the one with a
three-year-term would be 15
per cent from 19.56 per cent.

11.5 per cont and that
three-year-term one
19.55 per cent to 15 per cent
In his concluding remarks,
the Finance Minister said that
thcse monclary measures were
“steps lowards internal re-
source mobilisation and a self-
reliant cconomic growth.”

N-S battle

From Page | Col 8
Washingion announced last
Friday it would not sign one of
the meeting's main treatics, a
"blodiversitly” agreement (Lo

protect endangered specics
and share the riches from new

products developed from na-
ture

Delegations from the Eure-
pean Community to Brazfl con-
demned the move, MMI‘.
later became clear other -
ing nations mudhl:? Britain
and Japan also serious
rescrvations.

Diplomats said a drafting
lapse during preparatory talks
in Nairobi had produced a
document which could be in-
terpreted as giving convention
authoritics the right to dictate
how much meney individual
countries should pay to finance
the agreement.

An announcement that
Washington would instead set
aside tens of millions of dollars
a year to help preserve the
world's forests did not
some d ted delegates.

Marcos Azambufa, chiel ne-
gotiator for host-nation Brazil,
said the US forest as a
unilateral gesture which was
out of tune with the Earth
Summit's planet-wide agree-
ments.

"There is no linkage be-
tween rmt signing the biodi-
versity 'agreement and giving
100 million dollars for
forests,” he said. "One doesn't
rescuc the other.

Botswana's delegation head
Seeiso David Liphuko said:
"The US itsell contributes
greatly to the sort of preblem
we are facing.”

The environmental group
greenpeace described the US
forest money as a "cynical
move to mask Wash n's at-
tempts to sabotage the Earth
Summit”

(Related Story on Page 5)
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