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Courier, Agassi on collision course

PARIS, June 2:
Jim Courfer and
Agassi
tangled last year
in the French
Open final. This
ycar, lhey are on course for a
collision ene round earlier,
reports AP,

Each has one more difficult
hurdle to clear before Agassi
gets a chance to avenge his
five-set loss.

Couricer, the Nol seed,
[aced hard-serving Goran
Ivanisevic in the opening
men's quarterfinal Tuesday.
Agassi, who says his some-
times-erratic game comes to
life at Grand Slams, was to fol-
low against Pete Sampras in an
all-American showdown.

Sampras is secded third,
yet he accepts that Agassi,
sceded 1 1th, is the favorite.

"The fact that I'm in the
quarterfinals — | don't think
too many people expected me
to be here,” Sampras, a hard-
court specialist, said aflter
beating Germany's Carl-Uwe

Steeb 6-4, 6-3, 6-2 Monday.
He called it his best match
ever on clay.

As expected, all four top-
sceded women advanced to
Tuesday's quarterfinals.

The pairings include top-
seeded Monica Seles, the two-
time defending champion,
against No 5 Jennifer Capriati;
No 2 Stefli Gral against un-
sceded Natalia Zverva of Be-
larus; third-seeded Gabricla
Sabatini against No 7 Conchita
Martincz of Spain; and No 4
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario
against unseeded Manon Bolle-
grafl of the Netherlands.

The last two men's quarter-
finals are scheduled for
Wednesday, paring France's
Henri Leconte against Swe-
den’s Niclas Kulti, and Russian
Andrei Cherkasov against Petr
Korda of Czechoslovakia., Ko-
rda, at No 7, is the only secd
left in the bottom hall of the
draw.

Courier has won 20 straight
matches and along with Le-
conte, has not lost a set during
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HEN I play a Grand Slam | am very arrogant the way
I feel out there. | feel extremely confident and | feel
like | am unbeatable at times”

— Andre Agassi, bidding for

the singles title after losing in the final for the last two

years.
“I don't mind adding

things to my game and trying differ-

ent things but I am certainly not going to get rid of what I
know” -- Andre Agassi, on where to draw the line.

H‘I

the ltalian Open

played Davis Cup in the Philippines and the crowd
were pushing the Philippine player. | have played in
against Italian Omar Campor

ese on the

Centre Court. I have played John McEnroe here in the [irst
round. You could say | am pretty used to it” — Sweden's
Nicklas Kulti after learning that he would play Frenchman
Ilenri Leconte on the Centre Court in the semi-finals.

H‘I

\
don’t have a coach. Only my father is here. He is not a
specialist but he keeps me in a good mood® — Russian

quarter-finalist Andrei Cherkasouv.
“Sometimes | am very nervous and | start screaming.

When | am quiet, when | am not nervous, when [ am not-

throwing down rackets....

it iIs

much better” — Andrei

Cherkasov on his- decision to adopt a different approach to

on court crises.

- * *

" El.sl.neryﬁl.
ﬂlﬂl!'

— Henri Leconte,
opponent Nicklas Kulii

“I am going to take my phone off the look"

s very hard from the baseline. e
Jirst serve. He has a very strong

Jorehand. He is quid of nothing...
referring to his Swedish quarter final

It is not going to be easy”

— Henri

Leconte, asked how he was going to prepare for his quarter

final. — APP.

the tournament,

Bul il he gets past eighth-
sced Ivanisevie, he will face a
confident opponent in either
Agassi or Sampras.

Agassi was delighted with
his 6-1, 6-3, 7-5 fourth-round
victory Monday over Spain’'s
Emilio Sanchez, who had easily
won the last meeting of the
two in March at Indian Wells,
Calif.

"I never thought he would

lay like this," Sanchez said.

"This really emphasizcs
where game was at the be-
ginning ol thg year versus
where it is in now,” Agassi
said. "Emilio fs a tough com-
petitor.... The fact that | did
beat him as comfortably as |
did really gives me a lot of
confildence going into the lat-
ter part of the weck.”

How much betler
Agassi now?

"l would have to say, il not
100 percent, then sure closc
to it," he replied.

Agassi admitted he some-
times lacks concentration dur-

was

ing regular ATP Tm.lr cvents.,

"But when u get to the
Grand Slams, you get the best
in the world, and 1 think it
taps a part of me that | don't
sce as much as | would really
like to,” he said.

“It's weird. In normal
tournaments, even when I'm
playing well, | always [eel like
an underdog. I'm almost sur-
prised when | go out there and
win. When | play a Grand Slam,
I am very arrogant... | feel ex-
tremely confident and | feel
like | am unbeatable out there.

Sampras [elt unbeatable
against Steeb, to whom he lost
on clay in straight sets in
April.

"This was the best clay
court match I've ever played so
far,” said Sampras, raised on
the hard courts of Calilornia. "I
was patient. | served extremely
well. '

"This is the quickest clay
court of the year,"” added Sam-
pras, who had 16 aces. "Il's
surface you definitely can serve
and volley on.”

Graf, Sabatini struggle
to reach semifinals

PARIS, Junc 2:
Jolted by losing
scts for the [irst
time in the tour-
. nament, Stelli
Gral and Gabricla
Sabatini stormed back again'st
tough opponents Tuesday and
advanced to the semiflinals of

‘the French Open, reports AP.

Sabatini, the No 3 secd,
secmed on the brink of defeat
after dropping the first set to
Spain’'s Conchita Martincz and
trailing 0-3 in the second.
Suddenly, the seventh-sceded
Martinez unraveled and Saba-
tini won nine straight games
en route to a 3-6, 6-3, 6-2
victory.

Second-seceded Grafl, a two-
time French Open champion,
battled past Natalia Zvcreva of
Belarus, 6-3, 6-7, (7-4), 6-3.

Grafl served for the match at
5-4 in the second set, but was
broken then lost the tiebrea-
ker as Zvereva hit backhand
winners on the last two po-
ints. Gral rcbounded to win the
first four games of the final set.

"l needed to have a tough,
close match,” Gral said. "] was
disappointed by the way |
served. That made me a little

bit crazy. ..... But I won the
match, so it's not too serious.”
In other quarterfinals, Mon-
ica Scles, the top sced, was to
play No 5 Jennifer Capriati;
and Aranixa Sanchez Vicario,
the No 4 sced, was paired with
unseeded Manon Bollegrafl of
the Netherlands. However,
rain began as Sabatini com-
pleted her victory, delaying
the start of the next matches.
"The court was little bit
dangerous,” Sabatini said. "It

. was very slippery.”

Sabatini, who admilted to
nervousness at the start of the
match, said she came alive at
0-3 in the second sct out of
desperation.

"l knew | had to do some-
thing," she said. "] just staricd
hitting the ball.”

Gral hopes to regain the ti-
tle from Seles, the winner
here in 1990 and 1991, and
also atone for a humiliating 6-

0, 6-2 loss to Sanchez Vicario
in last year's semifinals.

Zvereva, a [inalist here in
1988, has now lost all nine of
her matches with Grafl. This
was only the second time she
had extended the German to
three sets.

It's a bus back

home for them

HEATHROW, England, June
2: A Yugoslav track team,
Partizan Belgrade, flew home
via Bulgaria Monday after
Nights to and from their own
country were banned by
United Nafions sanctions, re-
ports AP.

According to a spokesman
Jor the national Yugoslav air-
line, JA.T, the party of 26
competitors and officials, who
competed Saturday and Sunday
in the Eurepean
Championships

were unable to
take

scheduled flight to
Belgrade.

Instead, they took a Dalkan
airlines flight to Sofla and then
were scheduled to take a bus

to Delgrade.
The UN has ordered sanc
lions against Serbia led

;Ir;n-h. holding it responsi
Mi.hh:::‘u\p B"'?l;a Hrrn:

!

The sanctions also involuve
culting sports links with

The International Tennis
Federation, has

E

Europe
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PARIS, June 2
He wasn't sup-
posed to be aro-
und at this stage
of the French
Open. Now thal
he is, the pressure is on.
Beyond question, flamboy-
ant Frenchman Henri Le-
conle's march to the quarter-
finals is the big surprise of the
tournament. His only problem
is that a goodly portion of his
56 milllon compatriots expect
him o go Further, writes AP
Leconte, a one-LUime lop 10
player, has undergone a scrics
of back operations, Including
one last June, and has dropped
te 200th in the world rank

ings

Yet in December, he be-
came the improbable hero of a
stunning upset of the Uniled
slalcs as France won s first
Davis Cup in 50 ycars. Now,
after an indifferent showing
this scason ( a record of 5-68)
and even some thoughts aboul
quitting, he’'s back in the lme-

light again.

He ecrushed Uruguay's
Marcelo Filippini, 6-3, 6-2
Monday as the center-court
crowd chanted his name,

leting four rounds with
m a sel. Among his vi
tims was the No. 4 sced
Michael Stich.

"He's playing very confl
dently,” Fmpptnl said. “lle
says, OK, now | am going to
put in an ace,” and he puls il
in"”

France's top hope, sixth-
sceded Guy Forget, got
knocked out in the second
round. The last of the other
Frenchmen, Cedric ‘Ploline,
lost on Monday, leaving Lc-
conte with the full burden of
France's hopes

“The further you go, you feel
more pressure,” Leconte said.
“The pressure Is more and
more everyday.”

This is the 12th French
Open for Leconle, 28. He
reached the finals in 1988,
losing o Matls Wilander in his
closest brush with a Grand
Slam title.

Leconte scems intent on
avoiding long rallies. He
charges the net even on his
sccond scrve, or during his
opponent’s service _ the base
line sometimes secems like a
minclicld he wants to escape.

IHs quartcriinal opponent
chm.:i]ny will be the tourna-
ment's  foremost glant-killer,
21-year-old Nicklas Kulli of
Sweden. Already, Kulti has
knocked off John Me Enroe
and Michacl Chang,

The match will be a very,
very hard physically,” Leconte
said. “lie hits very hard from
the baseline, has a good first
sETVE He's afraid of noth-
ing."

Kultl asserted that a Centre-
Court maich-up with Leconte
before a delirtous, pro-tlenrt
crowd was nothing to fear.

It's going to be great fun
oul there,” said the Swede,
who had the crowd against

[Pressure mounts on hero Leconte

him in his victory over McEn-
roc

At times, Leconte looks like
a man possessed, pumping
both fists, yelling at himself,
strutling like an angry rooster
around the backcourt belore
serving.

“This is not a mission,” he
insisted when someonc asked
if he was on one.

“I'm not there because |
have to do it. | am there be-
causc I'm happy to play, happy
to go as [ar as possible.”

AFP adds: It was another
sparkling performance from
Leconte who inspired France
to their Davis Cup triumph last
November but who needed a
wild card to entcr this year's
rhmrhnnhipa afler slumping
out ol the world's lop-200.

Leconte’'s victory was a wel-
come bonus for the Centre
Court crowd who had -strug-
gled to reach the famous
Roland Garros Stadium to the
west of Parts through gigantie
traflic-jams causcd by a night
of storms and Nooding.

“l feel very drained and it
got a little bit difficult at the
end. But | made i, said Le
conle, who was jecered ofl the
Centre Court by the « rowd
when he was beaten in the
1988 final by Mats Wilander

Asked how he intended 1o
preparc for the next hurdle,
the unpredictable Frenchman
replicd | "Iy Lakin hone
ﬂri;.l'l? 'm;}' ¢ SR

Sports sanctions hurt Y'slavs

BELGRADE, June 2. Of all
ough International sanctions
slapped on Yugoslavia, the one
that appears to hurt the most
:Ftht sporis boyeotl, reports

This sportscrazy nation has
been in shock cver since it

renowned basketball squad
and other athletes may not

take part at the Olympic
Games in Barcelona

world, European and Olympic
" aadd a statement

'htl:lly !:lyr Yugoslavia s
" Fﬂ:rlﬂvwd UN sanctions

the couniry's teams
from international

The measures also Include a
tracdde and oil t'nl{:u-lrgn, a culodl
of air links and the freezing of
Yugoslav asscts abroad

We can survive without
gasoline and fancy Imported
goods,” said Mile Mitic, a
ieigrade pensioner "But with
oul soccer and basketball |
don't know.~

The International Olympic
Commitiee meels later this
week 1o lollow up on UN sanc
tions and exclude Yugoslavia
from the Barcelona Olympics
The Yugoslav Olympie
Commiltee has appealed on
the IOC not 1o expel Yugoslav
athletes.

Yugoslavia's highly regarded
national basketball team
which includes Los Angeles
Lakers center Viade Mivac, has
ceascd its preparations for a
pre - Olympic qualification
tournament in France and is
returning home

“'s simply not [air We are
not  politiclans and warriors
We are only sportsmen and
sports should not mix with
politics.” Divac satd in an in
lerview

Dtvac's squad ts the current

world and European champion.
It won silver at the 1988 Senul
Olympics. In Barcelona,
Yugoslavia was also expected to
licld world class men's water
polo and handball tcams as
well as women's handball and
basketball squads.

The soccer team, which
was preparing in Sweden for
the European championships
slarting June 10, also returned
lo Belgrade on Tuesday

“This soccer tcam has sev-
eral players, almost magicians,
ke Harlem Globetrotters in
basketball. They would have
impressed Europe, bul were
not allowed to,” said the na-
tional team coach, Ivan
Cabrinovic.

ook the players’
lives, hearts and love did
it suddenly.” Cabrinovic said.

Denmark, a team the
Yugoslavs beatl by one goal to
make the finals, will replace
them in the tournament,

A protest by Yugoslav ath
letes who have world and
Olympic titles is scheduled
Thursday They plan o march
through Belgrade wearing
their medals

L]
expense  of

We don't want to fight. We
want (o compete” will be the
slogan of the protest.

“The ban is a tragedy lor
Yugoslav sports,” sald Dand
Korica, the head coach of
Yugoslavias track and ficld
team. "It is absolutely the
worst punishment againsi
sportsmen of any nation sinc
World War I1.”

Y'slav booters

leave for home

LEKSAND, Sweden, June 2
The Yugoslav football team left
their training camp here today
to return home alter being
banned [rom the European
Championships, reports AFT.

They kicked oul of the
competition aflter the United
Nations ordered t(rade and
sporting sanclions againsi
Serbia

The players, who have boun
in Sweden since lasi
Thursday, left  the camp 1In
coaches for Stockholm atrport
They were 1o iy home at 1he
the Swedish
Foothall Feder ation

And:re Agasm hammers a backhand during his fourth round win over Spain's Ernxhn Sanc-
hez in the French Open at Roland Garros in Paris Monday. Agassi won 6-1, 6-3, 7-5. .._AFP

AMSTERDAM,
June 2: Pakistan
rencw Lheir ri-
valry with Germa-
ny at the Ams-
terdam five-natio-
ns lournamcnt starting on
Wedncsday, reports AFP.

Pakistan will be locking to
avenge their defeat at the
Champions Trophy in Karachf
in February when they gave
away an ecarly lcad to go down
4-3 to the Germans.

They are still waiting to
hear the fate of centre forward
Musaddiq Hussain who flailed a
drug test in Karachi. He now
awaits the results of the scc-
ond test.

Musaddiq insists he took
the drug, an analgeSic, pain
killer. Hie has backed by Pak-
Istan manager Islahuddin.

On present form though,
Germany are [avourites to win
the men's event where they
will be opposed by Olympic
champions Greal DBritain,
Spain, Netherlands and Pak-
Istan.

The Netherlands and Spain
are in Pakistan's group at the
Barcclona Olympics and will
provide strong opposition in
Amsterdam, Spain, winners of
last month’'s four-nation event
in Madrid where they were
held goalless by India, have a
malch winner in short-corner
cxperl Ignacio Escudo. With
his scheming brother Xavier,
he can turn the fortunes of a
gamc,

The

b

Dutch, coached by

llans Jorrisma, have bcen
training hard and do not ap-

pear too worried about their
consccutive 2-1 defeats to In-
dia at the weckend. Floris Jan
Bovelander will be as impor-
tant to the Dutch short-corner
as Carsten Fischer to Germany.

Great Britain's hopes have
been hit by the injury worries
over centre forward Sean
Kerly. He has a hamstring in-
jury and the ‘British are still
scarching for the formula that
brought them success at the
last Olympics.

 Germans start as favourites

The women's mpelition
involves Htth:rlnnd:. South
Korea, Spain, Germany and

Great Britain. Britain and Spain

have just completed a three-
match serfes in which Britain
won the first game but drew
the other two. ,

The speed and [tness of
the women should keep them
in line for a medal. They must
improve their shooting which
has so often proved erratic. In
sct picces they cannot be
compared to the Dutch or
Germans.

Aussies pick Olympic squad

SYDNEY, June 2 : Auslralia
will be sending hall of their
men's field  hockey squad
which bombed out of medal
contention at Scoul to next
month's Barcelona Olympics,

In the 16-man squad an-
nounced here today, tcam cap-
tain Warren Birmingham,
Dayid Wansbrough, John
Bestall, Mark Hager, Graham
Reid, Jay Stacy, Ken Wark and
Michacl York are holdovers
from the team (hat finished
fourth in the 1988 Games altcr
starting as gold medal [avou-
rites.

Ranked third in the world
behind the Netherlands and
Pakistan, Auslralia have high
hopes for a medal in Barcelona
after failures al the last two
Olympics.

The squad’'s average age is
25, while five players have

played over 100 international

and only five have played fewer

than 50.
Australia are grouped at
Barcclona with Olympic cham-

pions Great Britain, Champions

Trophy holders German, In-
dia, Argentina, who defcated
them in Darwin last month,
and Egypt.

Australia will play in a four-
nalion tournament in Malaysia
later this month against the
Netherlands, Malaysia and
Japan before heading to Spain.

The team is : Warren Birm-
ingham, David Wansbrough,
John Bestall, Damon Diletti,
Dean Evans, Lachlan Drcher,
Lachlan Elmer, Jay Stacy , Lee
Bodimeade, Ashley Carey,
Mark Hager, Graham Reid,
Stephen Davies , Ken Wark,
Michael York, Paul Lewis.
Coach : Frank Murray.

1} e i
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ITF lets let stay

PARIS, June 2: A contro-

versial plan to change the let
rule in tennis fell out of court

on Monday when the Inter-
national Tennis Federation
(ITF) postponed a decision
until more talks are held, re-
ports Reuter.

The proposed change
would allow a serve that clips
the net and lands into court
as being in play instead of be-
ing retaken.

But the ITF's manage-
ment committee decided at a
meeting in Paris not to rec-
ommend the change until
more discussions are held
with representatives of the
men's and women's towrs.

Many players have criti-
cised the rule change, origi-
nally put forward as away of
eliminating wasted time, as
irrelevant.

Handballers note

Sports Reporter

Mansur Sporting Club will
lake part in the lorthcoming
Second Division handball
league, according Lo a club
press release.

Interested handballers have
been asked to contact the club
coach Mansur or captain Tapan
Das at 4 pm on June 16 at the
Outer Stadium handball court.

Series tied

AUCKLAND, June 2: Argentina
won their [ifth hockey interna-
tional against New Zealand 1-0
here today, reports AFP.

. The result levelled the serices

at 2-2 with one match drawn.
Result: Argentina 1 Martin
Sordelli 64) New Zealand 0.

Indians win again

WASSENAAR, Nctherlands,
June 2 : Jagbir Singh scored

| twice in five minutes as India

noticed up their second 2-1
win over the Nctherlands in
two days here on Sunday, re-
ports AFP,

The Dutch side started
well, with some inspired long
passes leading to Maarten van
Grimbergens’ opening goal in
the seventh minute.

In-d*lm; captain Pargat Singh,
scorer of a goal on Satu
led the Indian assault I'urf:’n
cqualiser. But the Dutch held
out for the first period.

India only took firm control
in the second hall when the
home team wilted in the hult;_
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NESDAY

06.00am  National Hocky League
continued from
Tuesday

08.00 Major indoor Seccer
League

10.00 Prime Bodies

10.30 Best of 92 Winter
Olympics

12. Sﬂpm Tennis

01.00 Equestrian

02.30 Boating: Petomac
International Rowing
Regatia

04.00 GP

04.30 Lure of the Wild

05.00 Trans World Sports

06.00 Prime Bodies

06.30 Cricket: Best of 932
World Cup Cricket

08.30 Volleyball

09.00 Motorcycling Gamnd Prix
1992

12.00am Major indoor Seoccer
League

02.00 Prime Bodies

02.30 Best of "92 Winter
Olympics

04.30 Tennis: Women's Tour

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 39 Visibility DOWN 24 Super-
1 Resorts hindrance 1 Boutique market
5 Bartlett or 42 Census 2Apply section
Bosc datum blacktop 25 Funny-
9 — guzzier 44 Author 3 Sheltered mnngﬂl.
12 Golfer Janowitz 4 Sinuous familiarly
Irwin 48 Rever- 5 Cork 26 Actress —
13 Mass ence shooter Alicia
reveliry 49 Leer at 6 Pennsyl- 27 Actor
14 Parrot 50 Unyield- vania port Bea
15 Finished Ing 7 Shoelace 29 HOW
16 R 51 Piscopo tips goal:
surface or 8 Reuben abbr.
17 Lapidary's Garagiola holder 30 Sage-
tem 52 Doctors’ 9 Enthusi- brush St.
18 Incubator income astic 31 Bishop's
noise 53 Raven 10 Top domain
19 “Holy haven? 11 Big rig 35 Scant
cow!" 54 Subways' 20 Brush 36 Word
20 Hirsch tes cleaner from a
sitcom 55 Priceless? 22 Squirrel's poser?
21 Rhea's 56 Diner sign pal 39 Khrystyne
cousin - of “Head
23 Greek Solution time: 27 mins. of the
Cross Class”
25 William 40 MP's
Conrad ua
role 41 Puzzie's
28 Cirte's ik center?
32 "And —
%mw on” 45 Vicinity
46 51% or
34 Cruelty reater
36 Adhere 47 '
37 Born crashers
38 Coop ' 49 Away
occupant
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: Y equais M

TheC

p is a substitution ci
letter stands for another. If
will equal O throughout the punle Single letters, short
words and words using an a
from work ) cating vowels. Sduﬁm Is

lnwlﬂchm
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