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Tigers kill 8 |

Lankan troops

COLOMBO, May 31: Tamil
guerillas were locked in flerce
combat with advancing seccu
rity forces in northern S
Lanka in which eight more
troops, including a major,
were killed, officials said, re

ports AFP.

The rebel Liberation Tigers
ol Tamil Eelam (LTTE) lﬁﬂ
dead the eight victiims as the
advanced into the rebel-held
town of Thellippali on Satur-

Our advance has been slow
because of the still resistance
offcred by the terrorists. Our
objcctive is to caplure lerritory
and hold on te it, senior army
olficer said.

At Mullaitivum in the
northeast of the mainland, sc-
curily forces were inching
their way forward against
gucrilla resistance, the oflicer
said.

The latest toll brought to 55
the l"r'lu'ilhl.l'.l.I,":gnII losscs since Lhe
[resh kand, air and sea oflen-
sive against the Tigers was
launch on Thursday ending a
ncar six-month lull in security
opcralions

Power struggle deepens in Afghanistan |

Moj addedi turns down demands

for withdrawal of militia

KABUL, May J31. Carclaker
President Sibghatullah Mo
jaddedi on Sunday rejecled all

demands for the withdrawal of

security forces from the capi
tal, a move likely to heighten
the struggle for power within
the new Islamic government,
reports AP.

Mojaddedi turned down all
demands for the removal of al-
lted security forces, including
a pact reac last week be-
tween renegade rebel leader
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and De-
fence Minister Ahmad Shah
Masood o peacclully resolve
long-standing rivalries thal
have weakened the month-old
administration that replaced
Communist rule.

In the agreement, which is
still to be implemented, the
two rebel chiels agreed that all
militia forces should Ilecave
Kabul and that commandcrs
from all rebel groups would

eversce security in the capital
The
spocifical

menl was aimed
al a Neree Uzbek

militia that engincered the
rchbels’ rise to power and
helped keep Hekmatlyar's
forces from seizing power.

But said the ac-
cord was not binding on his
government and he said the
militia headed by Gen. Abdul
Rashid Dostum could not be
withdrawn from Kabul without
his consent.

Dostum, who was promoted
to full gencral by Mojadded|,
also has said he takes ordors
from ne onc except the 70

year-old president.

Hekmatyar, the leador of
Lthe radical |lezb-e-lslami [.w
tion, insists he will not join
the ment until Dostum 's
10,000-member foree returns

lo its base In northern
Alghanistan

Mojaddedi's remurks [ur
ther highlight the  issucs

wilthin the new Islamic kader

ship and the personal
ideo al differences among
the | leaders that assumed
power April 28 from ousted
Prestdent Najfbuliah.

Many suspect those differ-
ences may have prompled an
altempt on Mojaddedi's life
last weck,

The plane bringing Mo
jaddedi, scveral eabinet nrinis-
ters and rebel conunanders
back from Pakistan, was badly
damaged by a rocket that
slummed into the alrport run
way and exploded. Machine-

un‘fire also sheered ofl the

sc of the atrcraft
The president was not hurt

but the co-pflot was injured by
sharpncl that pierce the cock

pi

and

tHn]addrdi has blamed
llekmatyars fighters but
olthers suspect other rebel
k-aders might be responsible

An investigation is under-
Wo N
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Solh's cabinet
wins vote of
confidence

BEIRUT, May 31: Prinw
Minister Rashid Solh's ncwly
formed mment won a vole
ol confidence from Parliament
Friday, empowering it lo scck
ways of steering Lebanon out of
its worsl cconomic crisis in 48
years of indcpendence, reporis
Al

Eighty-four members of the
108-seat house altended the
16-hour debate over the gov-
ernment’'s policy statement
put forward by Solh on Thurs-
day.

Scvenly-six parlfamentar-
ans voled for the government,
five against it and thrce ab-
stained.

The Syrian-backed Solli

pledged to scek aid [rom the
European Economic Commu-
nity, the International Monc-
tary Fund and the Arab coun-
trics to rebuild Beirut's war-
wrecked commercial center.
But he did not say in the
policy statement how he would
go about luring foreign aid,
which has eluded previous
governments since the end of
the civil war almost Ilwo ycars

KARACIII. May 31: Resent-
ment is growing in Sind over
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil's
deployment of the Pakistan
army lo restore stability in the
southern province, obscrvers

say, reports AFT.
rﬁh;'?r?l_ Last week ordered a

six-month army opcration to
rd the province of "terrorists,
bandits and anti-social ele-
ments.” The Sindh govern-
ment has handed over fits law
enforcement functions to the
Pakistani army for the pcriod
under a constitutional provi-

Ek‘?"n‘ﬂidcn t Ghulam Ishaq

han backced Lhe decision to
unch the action, which is be

ing nupcr\rlsf:d hy‘ [ilth COT S
commander gencral Nascer
Akhtar, while Army Chicl
General Asif Nawaz said the
campaign would be conducted
fmpartially.

But Sind's main political
groups are apprechensive, while
former Law Minister Haji
Saifullah Khan has challcnged
the legal basis of the [ederal
orders for the army dcploy-
ment.

Resentment growing over
troops deployment in Sind

Opposition leader and
Former Premier Benazir
Bhutte criticised the military
opuvration, saying” there is a
sltate ol insurgency in Sind and
using armed forces at this
stage would be a disservice to
them”.

Despite government assur:
ances that the military opera-
tion would be unbiased, lead-
crs of the Mohajir Qaumi
Movement (MQM), represent-
ing he strong force of Urdu-
speaking settlers within Sind's
urban centres, say it could
mean a direct attack on their
cadres.

MQM, a coalition partncr in
Sharils government, s op-
posed o the army going into
aclion in its power bascs of
Karachi and Hyderabad and
said the Sind aulhorities
should not be made to surren-
der any of its executive pow-
ers.
Civilian authority in Sind
might fade away if the army
becomes bogged down in the
province and requesis more
power, which could lead to

dissolution of the provincial
asscmbly, obscrvers said.

Some political commenta
lors said an army action by late
military ruler Gencral
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq in 1983
o contain political unrest in
Sind had given birth to terror-
fsm in the province.

But former army chidl
General Mirza Aslam Beg, sup
porting more power for Lhe
army, said the real problems

would not begin until the
‘riminals been ro 1
e You will have to I‘{aﬁ H‘ﬂm

over to civilian courts and Lhey
will come back on bail next
day, bringing the operation
back to square one,” he said.
The army will sct a deadline
for the surrender of illegal
weapons before taking action
to unearth hidden arms and
will also carry out a purge of
provincial police to remove
thosec believed to have links
with criminals, sources said.
The action would be swift
against all officials suspectcd of
abetting criminals and terror
ists,” a military source said

Blast kills 2

in Peshawar

PMESHAWAR, (Pakistan) May
31: Two people were killed
and three serously injured in a
parcel bomb attack ecarly
Sunday in this northwestern
city, the Associated Press of
Pakistan and police sources
said, reports AFP.

The bomb was addressed 10
an officials at the Education
Department and exploded in
the department's offices,
killing two peoplc instantly
and damaging the butlding,

. Bonner calls for
aid to Kyrayz

quake victims

BOSTON, May 31: Yckna
Bonner, widow of prominent
Soviet dissident Androi
Sakharov, on Friday appcalcd
to the West on behall of Kyr
gyrstan officials for aid to vic
tims of a severc May 17
earthquake which killed four

people, reports Reuter
"I appeal to the countries ol

the West and the intcrmational -

Red Cross to provide urgent
humanitarian aid to the people
to Kyrgyzstan that had a very
severe earthquake,” Bonner

| said

'

4,500 Iraqis to
perform Hajj

BAGHDAD, May 31: A total
of 4 500 Iragqis lcft Saturday
for Saudi Arabia to undertake
the annual Mushm pligrimage
(Haff) which opens there next
month, the official. INA news
agency reported, says AFP

The Iragqi Ministry of
eligious Affairs fssued per-
mits o 13 loecal transport
companics o ¢ the pil
grims to the Saud! kingdom
overland, since Baghdad has
been faced by an afr traffic em
bargo since fts August 1990 in
vasion of Kuwsiit.

Baghdad scvered its diph
matic ties with Saudi Arabia
during the Gulf crisis.

INA did not say how many
iraqi pilgrims were expccted
to travel this year to the holy
sites of Mecca and Mcdina for
the Hayy which starts the sec
ond weok of June.

ME talks after
Israeh elections

WASHINGTON, May 31
Arab-lsraclt multilateral talks
will resume in the [all, alter
the Israell general elections
the State Department said Fri
ey

The talks, which focus on
issucs that concern the entire
Midd v East region, are held
parallcl to the bflateral Arab
Isracli peace negotiations. The
first round of multilaterals was
held this month.

In a communique, Lhe State
Department announced that a
preparatory mecting hosted by
the two co sponsors — Wash
ington and Moscow — decided
Thursday in Lisbon thal the
meectings would resume “in
carly fall ~

The working group on wa
ter resources was scheduled 1o
meet in Washington, the one
on refugees in Ottawa, on the
environment in the Hague,
ceconomic development In
Parts and arms conlrol iIn
Moscow.

In revicwing the proevious
multilaterals, the State De
partment said, “all the working
grovps have deflined practical
ways o make progress and we
arc encouraged by this

'he State Department
hopes that the multilaterals
will benefit the bilateral, which
adjourned in April in Washing-
ton without setting a date for
their next meeling, in Rome.

The June 23 gencral clec-
tions in Israel have frequently
been cited by the Arab delega-
tions as an obstacle to scrious
no dotiations.
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Major hails sanctions on Serbia:

Prime Minister John Major latc Saturday welcomed swecping
United Nations sanctions against Scrbia and I:iluntt:nf:grﬂ.
saying that the Scrbians must be made to understand that
their current behaviour is unacceptable, AFP reports from
London.

‘In the light of recent developments in Bosnia, it is now
right for the international community to take [irm action
against Serbia, Major said in a slatement relcased by his
Downing Street office. He was referring to fierce fighting in
Bosnfa-Herzegovina and heavy bombardments ol the former
Yugoslav republic’'s capital Sarajevo which continued Saturday.

Brtain's Trade and Industry Ministry meanwhile said the
sanctions voted Saturday by the UN Security Council would
have only an “infinitesimal” effcct on British trade.

WHO call to stop smoking for 24 hrs:

The World Health Organisation on Saturday appealed to
smokers worldwide to stop smoking or chewing tobacco "for
at least 24 hours” Sunday to mark the UN agency’'s World No-
Tobacco Day, AFP reports from Geneva.

This ycar's No-Tobacco Day focuses on a smoke-free work

bt
Plﬂcﬂn tobacco day "is an occasion on which all thosc who
smoke or chew tobacco should cease their harmlul and
wasteful behaviour for at least 24 hours,” he said in «
communique.

A WHO survey has found up to 40 per cent of men in in
dustrialized countries to be smokers, against up to 60 pcr

cent in developing countrics. Between 20 and 40 per cenl of

women in industrialized countries, notably in the younger agc

bracket, smoke against only two to 10 per cent in third world

counirics.

Lal Singh new mayor of Kathmandu:

RRuling Nepal Congress candidatc Prem Lal Singh has been
clected Mayor of Kathmandu, beating ofl his rival from the
united Marxist and Leninist faction of the Nepal Communis
Party (NCP-UML), AFP reports [tom Kathmandu, B

Singh won with a comfurtable majority, sccuring 66,8/
voles against 56,810 voles cast for the NCI'-UML candidale,
Rajcndra Shrestha.

Another Nepali Congress candidate, Nabindra Raj Joshy,

was elected depuly mayor ahead of the NCP-UML's Keshav

Sthapit in a closely-lought contest. Joshi got 62,880 volcs
whilc Sthapit drew 61,969 voles.
Out of 35 council seats up for grabs in Kathmandu, the

Ncpali Congress bagged 19, the NCP-UML 14 and two seats

went lo independents.

17 Chinese held in Japan: seenteen

Chinese have been arrested on suspicion of illegally entering

Japan, police said Sunday, AFP reports from Tokyo.
The Chinese,

Saturday from an 86 tonne wooden boat, they said.
They were without

20.
They were silent when asked to explain their arrival in

Japan but were belicved to be secking work, an immigration
ollicial said. :
L] . - L]

Rabuka fails to win magonty in polls:
Retired Major General Sitiveni Rabuka Sunday failed to win an
outright majority in Fiji's first election since his 1987 coup.
forcing the formation of a coalition government, Reulcr
reports from Suva.

Wﬂabuh'l Soqosogo ni Vakavulewa ni Taukei (SVT) or Fijian
political party, the country’s largest indigenous Fijlan party.
won 30 seats in the new 70-seat parliament. .

Coalftion talks between the SVT, the Fiji Nationalis
United Front, independents, and the General Voters Parly,
dominated by Europeans and Chinese, will take place today,

+ sandd.

aged between 24 and 54 werc detained
while attempting to land on the coast of Nagasaki, Kyushu, on

passporis and visas and some of them
reportedly said they had left coastal Fufian province on May

12 injured as students,
police clash in Seoul

SEOUL, May 3): Thousands
ol sludents occupied City
plaza Sunday after battles with
riol police in one of the largest
anti-government protests in
recent years, reports AP.

i {all

Students roared in victory

alter they drove out an esti-
mated 1,000 riot police from
the plaza, rendezvous point [or
the day's protests.

Down with DLP"— the gov-
erning Democratic Liberal
Party — shouted students in
unison as they triumphantly
raised clenched fists into a sky
filled with tear gas.

About a dozen students and
police were injured in the
clash in the plaza, the [icrcest
of the day.

Students, in groups of
1,000 to 2,000, charged police
from several directions and
fought with their hands. Some
students wielded steel pipes.

Police, outnumbered, rc-
treated, firing tear gas.

The protests came at the
end of a three-day rally i
Scoul's Hanyang University,
where 50,000 militant stu-
dents pledged to step up a
campaign to overthrow the

government.

Students, wearing rcd,
n and yellow [ace masks 1o
identify their schools and ward
ofl the acrid tear gas, took over
major strects lined with high
rise office buildings and tourisi
hotels.

........
...............
.......

Students are demanding

that Kim Young-sam, the ruling
party’s nominee in presideniiil
clections later this year, stcp
oeut of the race for the sake ol
greater democracy in South
Korea. The students belicve he
will pursue authoritarian poli-
cies.

Fresh Israeli air raid
on Hezbollah bases

BAALBEK, (Lebanon) May
31: Israeli jet fighters Sunday
blasicd a base of the pro-
Iranian Hezbollah, or Party of
God, near the Syrian bordcr
for the second time in cight
days, police said, reports AP.

Syrian anti-aircraft batterics
opened up against the raiding
warplanes, but no hits were
obscrved, local reporters said
by tclephone.

The raid was the seventh
since the current wave ol vio-
lencc between Israel
llezbollah erupted May 19. By
policc count, at least 25 peo-
plec were killed and 60

wounded in the past 12 days of

violenee. '

Police said the 10:256 am
strike targeted a Hezbollah
iraining base in Janta, three
miles west of the Syrian fron-
1er in east Lebanon's Bekaa
Vallkey.

1czbollah reported no ca-
su:ltics among its guerillas.

The Israeli enemy .re-
peiated its afr attack on Janta,
It returned empty-handed,” a
I lezbollah statement said.

The Israeli military issued a
bricf communique saying the
largels were a central training
base of Hezbollah north of
Janta, and liczbollah bases in
Majd el-Sulin and Bir a-
Sanofel. It said all targets were
hit and the planes returned
safcly.

Police said six fighter-

and

bombers staged the [ive

minute raid on Janta, relcasing |

hot air balloons to deflect heal

secking ground-to-air missiles. |

But no such missiles wor

launched, with Syrian gunncrs |

only using conventional anti

aircraft guns. No hits were ob- |
served, reporters said by | i
telephone. |

They said gray clouds of
smoke shrouded Janta as the

planes struck. The billowing
smoke could be seen [rom
I3nalbek, 12 miles from the

stricken basc.
Reporiers and phologra

phers trying to reach Janta
were turned back by llezbollah
gucrrillas who warned thcy
suspect the
dropped delayed-action bombs.

In the previous raid on
Janta May 23, five such bombs
cxploded twe hours after the

attack, killing six Hezbollah 1
gucerrillas and an Iranian telc- |

vision camcraman.

It was the 13th air raid on
Lebanon this year, Al least 37

ple have been were killed
and 73 wounded in the previ-
ous 12 raids.

Earlier, Isracli troops and
alliecd militiamen rencwud
their shelling of UN-patrolled
villages in south Lebanon.

No casualties were reported |

from the three-hour barrage
on Tibnin, Harris, Siddiqgin,
Kafra and Yater, all within the
arca ol operations of the UN
Interim Force in Lebanon.

planes may have
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Off the Record

FBI nabs nude
Madonna pix

WEST HOLLYWOOD [Caltf), 31 : An FBI sting operation
mmﬂnudtﬂm'm::fmmmﬂut#kﬂﬂly

were stolen from a collection being used for an upcoming
book of erotica featuring the singer-actress. repurts AP,

A man offered Lo sell the
pictures for 100,000 dollar
o an undcrcover agenl
posing as a buyer for a
liritish tabloid newspaper,
Charlie J Parsons, special
agent in charge ol the FBI's

l.os Angeles oflice, said
Friday.
The man was detained

and interviewed after the
'3l confirmed the photos
were authentic. He was not
immediately charged
Parsons sadd in a statement
The book, due In
October, will be a collection
of pictures by f{ashion |
photographer Steven Meisc|
ol nna in various stalcs
of undress. The pictures
will be accompanied by
stories and poems.
Madonna, 33 is finishing the ninw  hwdy of Evidence”
with Willem Daloe and Joe Maniegna A spokesman said
Madonna was aware the photographs had been recovered.

New idea about IBM

WASHINGTON: A senior Russian official has come up with
the disarming idea of loading the world's Targest interconti-

nental ballistic missiles” with emergency reliefl goods, reports
Al

e magarine Aviation Week and anlmobu: fts
June | issue, said the originator of the "bizarre sc o
Mikhatl Maley. defence adviser of Russian President Boris N
Yeltsin, )

Maley proposes to replace nuclear warheads In the nose
concs of $S8- 18 Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles with six or
scven tons of food, blankets, tents and other rescue .

The idea would be to respond to emergencies in isolated

parts of the world by lobbing an S$S-18 over the troublespots
and bombing them wilth sustenance.

The S5 18 is described in Pentagon lterature as “the
world's largest missile, an awesome combination of range, ac-
curacy and payload.

60-year old nurse hits
record $9.3m Jackpot

RENO : A woman hit a rcecord 9.3 million dollar jackpot

playing a progressive | dollar slot machine system, reports
AP.

The woman bet 12 dollar before hitting the Megabucks

e

jackpot at Harrah's Reno on Saturday night, said Rick
Sorcnsen, a s

creator of the Megabucks system.

pokesman for Intermational Game Technology.

The Megabucks progressive system links 628 slot ma-

chincs in 127 Nevada casinos to a single jackpot that builds

from a base of 3 million doltar.
The winner, a 80-year-old nurse from Sacramento, wasn't

by name at her request, Sorensen said.,
The total payoll was 9,346.45 dollar which the woman will

receive in 20 annual instalments.

The previous record Megabucks jackpol of 6.8 million

dollar was won in 1988 in Reno.




