Tasks Ahead

Perhaps the most dramalic description ol
the outcome of her state visit to India was given
the Prime Minister hersell when she said
that the " ice has melled” in the bilateral
relations between our (wo countries. There is no
denying the fact that over the last several years
our relations with India had reached an all time
low with virtually no useful negotiations taking
place in any (ront. And in the meantime
accusations and counter accusations f[urther
complicated the relations between the two
countries. It is to the credit of Begum Khaleda Zia
and to her senior cabinet colleagues, especially
Foreign Minister Mustaflizur Rahman, that they
decided to deal with the thorny Bangladesh-India
relations head-on with a direct bilateral contact
at the highest political level instead of hiding
behind a maze ol ollicial and bureaucratic
contacts.

Let us face it. There are serious bilateral prob-
. lems between ourselves and India. But then let us
face it also that these problems cannot be solved
unless we indulge in serious dialogue. According
to reports, four subjects dominated the talks —

water sharing, Cha s, illegal Bangladeshis in
India and insurgency against India. Bangladesh
never has, nor il is its policy to support the so-

called groups like ULFA, Manipur Front etc
{Ehtl for independence from India. As for the
egal Bangladeshis, Bangladesh has no knowl-
edge of it and India, no proof. If there is any truth
in this, India can im its lmmlguun laws on
any [ er. As for the Chakmas, Bangladesh has
ate said it will accept every one of them.
It has now agreed to set up a "representative po-
litical committee” to encourage the refugees’ re-
tum.

That leaves the issue of water sharing. India
must realise that it is on this one single issue that
relations between Bangladesh and India will
either rise or fall. Given the deltaic origin of our
land and the near total dependence on rivers for
our way of life, any tempering with the flow of
water is bound to have drastic consequences
on our economy and more importantly, on our

ecology. Bangladesh on its part must recog-
nise that India is an upper riparian country and as
such it has its own right to the water of any

river that flows for much of its course through its
own territory. Therefore the sensible approach—
in reality, the only approach— is one of equity,
faimmess and one that involves as little tempe-
nnq with nature as possible. And it is here
that we find India's response inadequate.
From the very [irst water agreement up till
59: it has been a slide downward in our share

We would like to feel that all this is a matter of
the past. We would like to take Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao's statement on [ace value that
Bangladesh will not be made to sufller. There are
hopeful signs of flexibility on the Indian side. But
the true test of it will come during the negotia-
tions for the interim agreement for the water
sharing during the lean dpcrind, which is

pposed to start within 90 days. It is our hope
that the democratic governments on both sides
will have a better understanding of this critical
issues, as both represent the will of their
respective peoples. The [irst ever dialogure
between the two Prime Ministers seems to havc

ofl well. Our PM is reported to have argnud

1er case well with the lndiap rsic‘c who have been
impressed by her depth of feeling. The Indian

PM, on the other hand, made a very posilive
impression on his Bangladesh counterpart about

his sincerity and goodwill. Let us do everything
possible to build on our initial—however modest—
start.

Bengali for BSS

Various aspects of the operation of Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS), the country's largest,
state-controlled and tax-payer-financed news
agency came up for some healthy scrutiny at the
sixth meeting of the Parliamentary Standin
Committee on the Ministry of Information hel
Saturday. As far as we know of the meeting [rom
reports supplied BSS itself, the members
of the Committee at length discussed issues
affecting the agency's efliciency and level of
professionalism including posting of corres-
pondents abroad and computerisation of the
service.

However, the Committee could have, and in-
deed should have, taken a decision on a major
point which, for reasons known only to officials ol
the Ministry of Information past and present, has
remained mysteriously untackled. The point is
this: in a country where Bengali is the one and
only state language, and where over 98 per cent
of the population speak Bengali as their mother
tongue, BSS, even 20 years after the nation's in-
dependence, still does not have a Bengali service
The issue in fact goes much deeper than thual,
and the practical problems faced by the vast ma-
jority ol BSS's clienls——BtngEaH-langua e newspa
pers—due to the agency's English-only service,
are huge.

Not only do deskmen at Bengali papers have (o
translate copies from English to Bengali., wasting
valuable time and energy, they also run the risk of
becoming unwitting participants in political
crises.

For instance at present, a speech given in
Bengall by a political leader is reported in
English for transmission, which has then-to be
translated back to Bengali for publication in
vernacular newspapers. ere is every chance
that the speech or parts of it may get distorted as
a result of this double-translation. At best, Lhe
original meaning or flavour of the comments may
be lost in this process.

With Bengali alphabets now in widespread use
in every make of cumﬁulcr and printer, there is
no reason why BSS should not begin a Bengali-
language transmission, at least of events taking
place in this country.

This would save time, energy and a lot of pos-
sible embarrassment for BSS as well as newspa-
per deskmen.

The use of Bengali by the state-owned news
agency— often called the "national’ agency— is
not simply a matter of national pride, but also one
of practicality. With the long-overdue computeri-
sation of the service, we hope Bengali will also
find its rightful place on the wire.
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Why Not Land Reform to Alleviate Poverty ?

HE Task Foree on Po

Alleviation
T :3- Interim ﬂ:l:t:'lp

ment, indeed surprising
ly, underlined the declining
importance of land rcform.
:ﬂrﬂ to them, the scope

poverty alleviation through
asset redistribution appears o
be extremely limited in the
present context.

Unless it 1s a city state or
economy like Singapore or
I , Mo country inclhud-
ing now belonging 1o the
NIC calegory would have boen
able to sustain high raics of
economic growth without h
vibrant ficulture sector
induced initially through land
reform. Without economic
growth poverty alleviation
would remain a distant mirage
in Bangladesh. The value added
from agriculture through
switch-over to modern vari-
eties, adoption of other Yield
increasing technologies, sub-
stitution of low by high value
crops (e. g from grains to
[ruits and wvegetables) and
growing two to three insicad
of one or two c each year,
the gross value of output from
2] milllon acres of fertile
lands of Bangladesh could be
enormously increased.

No doubt the population of
Bangladesh will be 140 million
cramped within the land area
of only 56,000 square miles.
Yct as FAO observed as early as
1972, Bangladesh can feced
itsell at the nutritionally satis-
fac rate up untfl the fore-
sceable future. On the other
O UN Security Council

passed a resolution [Sc-
curity Council Resolution 748)
lo Impose an aviation, arms,
and diplomatic embargo on
Libya if, by 15 April 1992, (1)
it did not surrender two of its
nationals suspected of
involvement in the 1988
bombing of a Pan Am jetliner
over Lockerbie (2) it did not
cooperate with the French
authorities in the investigation
into the bombing of the UTA
aircraflt over Niger in 1989,
and (3] it did not 'promptly, by
concrete actions, demonstrate
its renunciation of terrorism’.

On 15 April 1992, the em-
bargo took elfect against Libya
for non-compliance with Reso-
lution 748.

This resolution was clearly
the culmination of a campaign
by the US and the West to vil-
ify, isolate and destabilise the
Libyan Government under
Colonel Gaddafi. Once again
the UN has been used by the
West as a tool to further its
policy of bringing Third World
nations under fits tutelage.

There is now strong and
compelling evidence to sug-
¢st that the charge against
the two Libyans of involvement
in the Lockerbie bombing is
nothing more than a frame-up.
Almost immediately aflter the
Lockerbie bombing, US author-
flics investigating the disaster

N 31 March 1992 1l

began to hint that there wasg

evidence of Syrian involvement
in the bombing, with Ahmed
Jibril of the PFLP-GC (the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine — General Command,
a pro-Syrian Palestinian group)
as the prime suspect. The
veiled accusation of Syrian in-
volvement continued until the
Gulfl war, and throughout this
period there” was not even a
suggestion that Libya had any-
thing to do with this disaster.
Towards the end of 1991
however, there was a sudden
switch in the accusation, and
Libya almost overnight found
hersell in the dock. The
switch was so blatantly politi-
cal that even the former head
of the US Central Intellicence
Agency [CIA) team invesligat-
ing into the bombing, Vineent

e, e xS = —_— =

E— =
— —— —

e e——— -

-

tive land reform as
a part of the overall strategy of

It is the existing land-ownershi
continuing state of poverty and

hunger persists in the fertile land.

destitution. What is techn

P patterns and tenurial arrangements which pull the nation down to a
ically feasible remains practically unattainable and

hand, the average yield of

paddy in China or Korea
exceed two tons per acre: we
have not been o achieve

even half of that level.

To alleviate poverty, the
first precondition to be ful-
filled is sustainable high rates

of growth of agriculture. There
is no inherent technological

reason why substantially higher
agricultural output could not
be realised. It is the existing
land -ownership patterns and
tenurial arrangements which
pull the natton down 10 a con-
tinuing stalc of poverty and
destitution. What 1s tochnically
feasible remains practically
unatlainable and hunger per-
sists in the fertilc land. Our
farmlands are one of the most
fertile in the world. The region
was once legendary for its
wealth and abundance. Yet its
rice yields are one of the low

est in the world today.

The single most important
barrier to increased crop pro-
duction is scaltered land hold
ings cultivated by those who do
not own the land, that is the
bargadars. Ten per cent of ru-
ral families own 70 pre cent of
the land and halfl the rural
population s landless. No
doubt there is not cnough land
to resolve the cnormous prob.
lem ol massive landlessness. At
the same time, the present
landownership patlern and
hargadar system run counter to

high growth agriculture. The
len per cent landed house-
P are not farmers. In fact
i better-ofl rural

would feel offended of l.:;ﬂ
calegorised as [armers. They
are the rentier class extracting
the surplus from the exploita-
tion of the cheap family labour
of bargardars. It is not because
the landed houscholds are by
nalurc {'I[lhﬂll"fh butl givin the

social values and the norms,
they find no alternative (o the
existing institutional arrange-
menis feor crop cultivation.
They are rural based but urban
blased. They would tend to
prefer a lucrative alternative to
land based income.

The world over, even iIn
China and the former Soviet
Unton, it is now well estab-
lished that the small though
not below a critical minimum
sizc. owncr- operated, consol-
idated farms are the most pro-
ductive for rice-based mon-
soon agriculture. Our farms in
Bangladcsh hardly fulfil any
onc of the above three criteria
Often they are smaller than Lthe
ideal small size of two to five
acrcs. Cultivation is carried out

by either the bargadar or di-
rectly employed labourers so
that they are not owner-opcr-
ated [armers and the farms arc
thoroughly wunconsolidated
sincc on the average a farm In
Bangladesh is divided into 10
to 15 plots spread over an area
of one and a half to two square
miles.

We need land reform 1o
creale aroumndd skt millaon <neh

e -:3
o

ownuer operaled consolid.led
farms out of the estimated cul-
tivable land area of 21 milllon
acres by the year 2,000, This is
essential o create the firm ba-
sis for 3.5 per cent rate of
growth of agriculture sustained
over the next 10 to 15 years. If
properly followed up through
appropriate policies and pro-
grammes, this should result In
nine per cent growth of the
industrial including manufac-
turing sectors primarily gearcd
to the domestic market. Add
o these the labour intensive
manuflacturing for export; not
garments alone but varetics of
goods and services. This
should be the basic strategy of
not only growth but poverty
alleviation through creation of

additional employment in agri-
culture and ncw employment
in all other sectors.

Land reform must not be
viewed only in terms of asset
redistribution. There is too Jit-
tle land for teo many clai-
mants. But it 1s a must 1o
creale the right conditions for
vibrant agriculture conducive
to diversification as well as in-
tensification and high growth.
Only then the domestic mar-
ket will expand and local
manufacturing can be sus-

tained. Thereafter, the out-
ward strategy of exporti-led
growth will rish inspitc of

the increasing competition of
the international markct.
Land reform preceded the

unprecedented economic
growth of South Korea and
Taiwan in the [980s. The

same was true in case of Japan
immediately aflter the end of
the second world war. The lat-
est have been the Chinese re-

forms where communes were
broken down to bring about
contract [arming system which
is almost duplicating the
owner-operated small farming
systemn. Thailand and Malayasia
were land surplus countries at
the early stages of their dovel-
opment. llence owncr-opor

ated or plantiation agriculiure,

as appropriatc could be vigor-

ously promoted. In Indonesia,
land shortage almost similar 1o
that of E h, in the ts-

Why the West is Going for Libya

by T Rajamoorthy

The Libyan government is being targeted for
destabilisation not really because it has spon-

sored terrorism but because it has pursued a
policy of political and economic in

which is unacceptable to the US and its allies.

Cannistraro, was forced Lo
protest that it was oulrageous

to pin the whole thing on
Libyan leadcr Muaniniar
Gaddalil

In an article which ap
pearcd in the US magasin
Covert Aclion in the summr
of 1990, Jell Jones while nal
ing that the widespread vicw
was that Ahmed Jibril was tli
person responsible for (lie
bombing, also revcaled the 1ol
of the CIA in the Lockerbie al
fair. More recently, Tiine
magazine in ils issuc ol 27
April 1992 has reiterated the
role of Ahmed Jibril and con-
firmed, in greater detail, the
role of the CIA

It is only proper lo note
that Ahmed Jibril has himsell
denied responsibility for this
atlack and that the main rea-
son for suspecting him of be-
ing involved in the Pan Am
bombing is the similarity of the
Pan Am bomb with one found
by the West German police
during a raid in October 1988
in a suspected hideout of a
pro-PFLP-GC group in West
Germany. However, the point
is that, even if one -does not
accept Lhis alternative version,
there are strong grounds for
holding the view that the US
case against Libya is wholly
suspect and is politically moti-
valed.

Coming now to the position
in international law, it is im-
portant (o nole that there is no
legal basis whatsoever for the
US demand that Libya hand
over its two nationals [or trial
in the US or Britain. Therce is
no extradition lreaty betwoeen
Libya and the US or Britain and
it is settled law that, in the ab-
sence of such a Lreaty, extradi-
tion cannotl be demanded as a
matter ol right.

Libya s howcver obliged
under the 1971 Montreal Con-
vention lo apprcechend and
prosecute any person who is
guilty of any acl against the
salcly of civil aviation. This
obligation, Libya has fully dis-
charged. When the West made

its allegations against them.
Libya arrcsied the twe sus-
pecls in question and ap-
poinied a magistrate to inquirc
into the casc. It duly notified
the US and Britain of this
move and asked them to fur-
nish the charges and evidernce
against the suspects.

Both the Governments of
these states, however, reflused
to lurmish such evidence. Libya
then invited these nations to
scnd their own judges with the
cvidence lo Tripoli to partici-
pale in a trial there but this
proposal was again rejected.

Although Libya is not legally
obliged 1o entertain the US
demand for extradition, it has
proposed a varicty of com-
promises to resolve the issue.
It has suggested that the mat-
ter be scttled by international
arbitration, or by reference to
the International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ) in the Hague. It has
proposed that the suspects be
tried in a neutral, third coun-
try and more recently, il even
offcred to hand them over Lo
the Arab Leaguc.

FEach and every onc of these
emincntly reasonable propos-
als has been rejecied by the
US, which has insisticd that
the suspects be extradited.
The refusal of Libya to aceuode
to this demand for trial in the
US or Scotland is founded on
the most cogent of all legal
grounds: that in the prevailing
climate of anti-Libyan (and
anti-Gaddafi) hysteria in these
countries, it will be impossible
for the two suspects Lo obtlain a
[air trial.

When all its cfforts came to
nought, Libya applied to the
ICJ in the THague for a ruling to

determine the question as Lo
which couniry had the jurts-
diction undcr the Montreal
Convention to Lry the alleged
ollcnders — a move consonant
with Article 14 of the Montreal
Convention. Further, in view of
moves by the US and its allics
lo take this matter to the UN
Security Council and thereby
scuttle these efforts by Libya to
have the matier Judi-
cially, Libya also applied for in-
terim reliel, that is, for an in-

junction to restrain the US and

its allies from proceeding with

any such moves pending Lhe
decision of the Court. The
Court heard arguments from

both sides and reserved
judgement.
On 14 April 1992, the Court

delivered its judgement on
Libya's application for interim
reliefl. By a decision of
11-5, it rejected Libya's appli-
cation for an injunction. The
rcasons ad by the Court
for denying such interim relicl
arc highly dubious but what
must be emphasised (in vicw
of the attempts by the US me-
dia to distort the implications
ol this judgement) is that the
Court's decision related only to
the application for interim re-
liecf. The Court has yet to de-
cide on the main question as
to which country has the juris-
diction under the Montrcal
Convention to try the two
Libyan suspects.

Even while they were re-
sisting the Libyan moves in the
ICJ, the US and its allies had
already taken the necessary
measures to have the whole is-
suc determined by the UN Sc-
curity Council. Given their po-
litical. cconomic and military
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address. N
Counter service
Sir, | would like to air

through your column an im-
portant matter drawing the at-
tention of the organisations
which are offering counter
services that the behaviour ol
most of the counter people are
rough and not polite. In some
cases, the employees on
counter use harsh words and
harass the customers. Most
counter people are reluctant to
perform their duties or, un-
willing to offer services to the
members of the public for
which they are being employed
and paid. Often these people
would be seen chatting with
colleagues or smoking ci-
garecttes. Most countermen
would say 'not available’ when
someone asks for something to
buy, although the article, if
searched for, would be found
‘available' in his box or draw-
ers. There are only a few
counter personnel who would
provide change or return the
coins.

May | request the authori-

l ties to look into the above

mallers and depule only those
who arc gentle in manners and
polite in behaviour and above
all, possess perseverance.

M Zahidul llaque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College,

Dhaka

Whither patriots?

Sir, We were Pakislanis
more than two decades ago.
Now we are Bangladeshis.
Bengall is our mother language.
But now the most easy intro-
duction of ours is that we arc
inactive, incompetent and to
an extent shameless nation.
Yet we have achieved our frec-
dom by heroism. We were then
active, patriot and had special
pride. But immediately alter
achieving the freedom we have
drifted away in corruption.

Now-a-days we see chaos,
conflict and unpatriotic act ev-

erywhere. We want to enjoy

fruits without working.
And now, alter achieving

democracy, If the ruling party

rcally wants to do somc good
lo the country, the opposition
party opposes it. [ do not ac-
cuse only present AL. This
process has remained from
many years ago. And for this
we cannot change our lot even
after more than two decades of
winning freedom. We must
have to be real patriots.

Aktar Uzzaman
West Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Unemployment

Sir, According to census
report of last year, the total
population of our country is
approximately 109 million. A
large number of people are di-
rectly or indirectly dependable
on others. These dependant
people are called unemployed.
The number of these unem-
ployed pcople is increasing at
an adarming rate. Only the gov-
ernment just cannol arrangc
for employment of so many
people. So we should ourselves
come forward to solve the
problem.

[1 is a [act that we are very
fn.ictive. We look for only gov-
ernment service. There is a
proverb that God helps thosc
who help themseclves. We who
are uncmployed should try to
begin our carcer somehow or
other. All of us know that
President Abraham Lincoln be-
gan his carcer as a cobbler's
son, John Major as a bus-con-
ductor or Nazrul Islam as a

bread-baker. We [fight shy ol
doing petty works. DBut in
Western countries a university
student does not feel a little
shame in cleaning dishes at a

hotel or to shine shocrs. We
must should follow such
instances.

In this context, | wanl lo
say that those with ways and
means in our society should
come [orward with some solu-
tion. They can set up new
schools industries or any other
place of work where a large
number of unecmployed can be
cngaged. This will solve not
only the uncmployment prob-
lem considerably but alse add
to the devclopment of our
country signilicantly,; In that
casc, government should also
be pragmatic.

Aktar Uzzaman
West Dhanmondi

Dhaka

British Council

Sir, 1 went to the Dritish
Council library during the
post-hartal hour on 18th May.
To my utter surprisc | saw the
library closed. | can't imagine
how an institution like British
Council can also run in such an
indiscipline way. It secemed
that the library stufl converted
a halfl day hartal into a "full day”
one by themselves!

Dr Munirul Islam
DMCH

dominance in the world .
they obviously had Mttle diffi-
culty in mustering the neces-
siry su lo have Resolution
748 passed. Third World na-
ons in the Security Council
such as China, India and Zim-
babwe which expressed seri-
ous rescrvations were simply
persuaded” by a judicious
combination of threats and
bribes to abstain rather than
vote against the resolution.

It is Instructive lo examine
Resolution 748 as it reveals
nol only the extent to which
the issues have been distorted
but the almost infinite capacity
of the US and its allics to ma-
nipulate them. The original
demand by the US and its al-
lies was merely Lo extradite
the two suspects for trial in
the US or Britain. DBut the
scope of Resolution 748 has
not been limited to only that
demand. The resolution also
requires Libya to cooperate
with French authorities in the
investigation into the bombing
of a French UTA flight over
Niger in September 1980 — a
process which will almost
certainly entail the handing
over o the French authorities
for questioning of four Libyans
(including a brother-in-law of
Gaddalfi} suspected of being in-
volved in this particular
bombing,

As (I this were not bad
enough, the resolution goes
further and stipulates that
Libya must promptly, by con-
crete action, demonstrate its
renunciation of terrorism.

It is now clear that what
began as a demand for the ex-
tradition for trial of two Libyan
nationals has now been turned
into a full scale indictment of
the Libyan State and Govern-
ment for terrorism. There is of
course no question of proving
this charge. Libya has already
been found guilty of terrorism

land of Java was obwviaicd
through migration or setile-
nenl programmes in the outer
iskinds where farmers not land
arc in short supply. Onl
Philippines in East Asia [atkd
lo get rid of its feudal land
holding system. Thus we find
today that all the above men-
tioned countries are fast be-
coming indusirialised except
the Philippines trailing behind
with its lagging agriculture
scctor The primary emphasts
of all these reform business
have been promotion of small
owner-operated farming en-
lerprises, milllons of them, so
that agriculture could grow
which induced other sectors
lo grow even fastcr

The question therefore is
not why land reform but how.
Is it feasible without disturbing
the social peace and harmony
of the countryside? What are
means Lo make the reform ac-
ceplable to the rural elite who
in fart are the determi-
nant of future deve t of
- - lopmen

it is perhaps not unlikcly
that he leading development
thinkers of the country shud
der at any prospect of rencwed
turmoil alter what we have
gone through since 1971.
However, realities must be
faced. We have been suffering
from the fllusion that the best
way to solve the land reform
problem is to avoid it. Unfor-
tunately, if we continue to
avoid It even aflter two decades
ol iberation, we will never be
able to get rid of our
as the leading least developed
country of the world.

by the Security Council and the
onus has been shifted to her 0
show by concrete actions that
she has renounced such ter-
rorism.

As Erskine Childers. a re-
tired sendor advisor to the UN
Secretary General, has pointed
out, what ‘concrete actions'
lifbya has to take lo demon-
strate that she has renounced
terrorism ‘is not specified by
s0o much as a hall sentence’. It
will thus be open to Western

ermnment takes, that such steps
are inadgquate to prove her
renunciation of terrorism. As
in the case of the Gulfl war
resolutions, it will be open to
the Western powers to define
and re-define what they mcan
and they will be able to hold
the country for ransom as long
as they wish.

It should be clear from all
this that the real objeet of the
US and the West is not to
bring some suspected lerror-
ists to justice, but to topple
the Government of Libya. R
real target is Colonel Gaddafi,
not terrorism. And if the
regime pf Colonel Gaddafi is
being targeted for destabilisa
tion, it is not because it has
sponsored terrorism but be-
cause it has pursued a policy of
political and economic inde-
pendence which is unaccept-
able to the US and the West.

It is important to note that
since this resolution was
passed under Section VIl of
the UN Charter, it can, like
Resolution 678 in the Gulf
crisis, be enforced through
military action. The danger is
that the US and its allics will
use this legal device as a pre-
text to launch a full scale war
on the Libyan pcople. Such a
development will be a threat
not only to the sovereignty of
Libya but to the entire Third
World. — Third World Net-
work Fealures

T Rajamoorthy is a lawyer
and political analyst based in
Madlaysia.
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Begum Khaleda Zia and
a Weltare Budget

Shahabuddin Mahtab
must have "Dal Bh&t" as our

Prime Minister has asserted
repeatedly, and also the basic

In a couple of weeks or so
Mr Saifur Rahman will be pre-
scnting the national budget for
the year 1992-1993. This
occasion will be an acid test
for the government, to prove
itself; as this budget comes at a
period when the Government
of Begum Khaleda Zia had a full
year to itself, to overview,
cxamine and formulate the
economic imperalives of the
country. If their is any slip, in-
action and a hesitancy to
choose the hard options, the
hopes of the three fourth of
our people, who live amidst
squalor, dirt and poverty will
simply be dashed. The intelli-
gentsia and the middle class
population, who have faith and
support for the Government
will be disappointed and
dispirited.

Begum Sheikh Hasina Wajed
has clearly stated, that the
Awami Le is for the estab-
lishment of a market economy.
The position brings the two
parties closer, in so far as the
political philosophy s con-
cerned. But what the twe par-
ties do in actual parties, will be
clnicﬂll observed by the rank
and file.

Unalloyed capitalism will

never succeed in any country if needed the Prime Minister
‘nflh:wrﬁnuw.hllptoph can go direct to the people.

needs. The wellare budget
which we visualize, must make
a beginning now. The “people’s
budget” which was presented
to the Indian Parliament by the
then Finance Minister of the
Interim Government, Nawa-
bzada Liaquat Ali Khan was
hailed by all excepting a self
secking greedy section of the
people.

Before the budget is actually
presented let there be a na-
tional consensus on the basis
of continuous and meaningful
dialogues, primarily between
the Awami League and the
Government, and furthermore
with the Chambers and the
national level labour leaders.

In the course of only one
year Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao and his outstanding
Finance Minister, Dr Monomo-
han Singh, have turned the
economy of India in a positive
way and a minority govern-
ment at that.

The people have waited and
waited, and the Government
has now a compulsive duty to
rise to the occasion. BNP has
the mandate of the and




