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] PARIS, May 30:
Bad news the
kid from Kiev and
the rest of the
men still around
in the French

Open. Jim Courler is feeling
fresh and fearless as Week Two

‘PCnuritr. the delending
champion and world-ranked

1 player, overpowcred
?énﬂlﬂrl Alberto Mancini, 6-

. 8-2, 6-0 to reach the round
Ff 16 without the loss of a sel.

His fourth-round foe Sunday
will be Andrei Medvedev, at 17
the youngest player in the
field. Medvedev, from Ukraine,
has dropped only one set dur-
ing his first three Grand Slam
matches.

He has played Courier once,
an exhibition in Japan which
he Jost in a third-set tiebreak.

“I'm playing much better
than | was then, and | have
nothing to lose,” Medvedev
said. “T'll just play my game.”

Courijer, winner of 19
straight matches, said he has
nothing to fear, either on
Sunday or therealfler.

I'm very pleased to have
gotten through relatively fa-
tigue-free. I'm feeling pretty
fresh,” he said.

"My name on the trophy
isn't coming off, and I'm going
to try to stencil another one on
... | simply try to do my best —
what's there to be afraid of 7°

Mancini testified to
Courier’'s prowess.

"Everything was a little dif-
ficult for me today,” said the
Argentine, ranked 18th in the
world. "it's easy, when you're
No | and you're winning so
much, to be mentally tough.”

No 2 men's seed Stefan
Edberg and No 5 Michael
Chang, who won rain-sus-

ed second-round matches
Friday, also were on Saturday's
schedule — Edberg apgainst
Russian Andrei Cherkasov and

Chang against Sweden's
Nicklas Kulti, the first-round
conqueror of John McEnroe.
Though McEnroe says he
won't be back here nexi year,
Paris fans haven't seen the last
of him. He and Andre Agassi,
playing doubles together for
only second tinme, won

their first-round match Friday
over Todd Nelson and Jason

Stoltenberg.
In addition to the Courier-

Mcdvedev match, Sunday's
schedule will include No 3
Sampras

NPete against

JIM COURIER

Germany's Carl-Uwe Steeb, No
11 Agassi against Spain's
Emilio Sanchez, and No B
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia
against No 9 Carlos Costa of

Spain.
Four seeds lost Friday, no
tably No 10 Ivan Lendl. a

Leconte éends crowd in1t_c—>

frenzy by beating Stich

PARIS, May 30:
Henri Leconte of
France produced
the biggest upset
of this years Fre-
nch , bea-
ling Wimblcdon champion
Michacl Stich 7-6 (7-3), 6-4,
6-4 Saturday, reports AP,

The victory over the fourth
seeded German put Leconte
into the round of 16 and sent

in the Davis Cup final

lnst year.
Leconte, ranked only 200th
in the world, is In the tourna-

menl as a wild-card entry. He

yeur in Paris, and went on o

‘Plll‘lhl.l at the annual
meeting of the American
Coliege
sald urine testing for banned
substances Is inadequate and
efforts 1o strengthen the test-
ing meet with powerful rests

Moncy is the key, id
Kenneth Forsythe, m,-:.._.
rlvdl:-:u in Palam Desert,
Calif, a former Canadian
m skier -

win at Wimbledon. He pusted
crowd favourite Jimmy Con-
nors in a first-round maitch

Wednesday .
Cedreic Pioline gave French

fans double reason to cele-

brate, winning his third-round
match over Sweden's Lars Jon-
sson 6-2, 6-7 (7-2). 6-2. 6-2
Also advancing were No 7
Petr Korda of Czechoslovakia,
6-4, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1 over Michicl

1

MICHAEL STICH
Schapers of the Netherlands,
#nd Brazil's Jaime Oncina, 6.
3, 6-2, 6-2 over Germany's
David Prinosil. Oncins upset
10th-seeded Ilvan Lendl on
Friday.

‘or Leconte, the big match
and the crowd reaction bro
ught back memories of last
December, when he and Guy
Forget brought France its first
Davis Cup title in 58 years.

In the last game | felt ke |
was in the final of the Davis
Cup.” said Leconte, 28, whosec
carcer has been jeopardized
repeated back surgery. o

“The doctors said I'm lucky
just to be able 10 play at all

three-time champion here,
who [ell to Brazil's Jaime
Oncins, 21.

Russia's I4th secd
Alexander Volkov crashed
badly to Carl-Uwe Steeb of
Germany in a third-round en-
counter. Steeb scored a com-
fortable 6-2, 6-4, 6-4 win and
now plays third-seeded Pete
Sampras for a place in the
semi-finals.

The German beat the world
number-three at the Monte
Carlo Open but Sampras has
been slowly improving his
game on clay under new coach
Tim Gullikson.

On Friday the 1990 United
States Open champion con-
founded the experts by show-
ing that his flowing "serve-and-
volley” tennis can still reap
dividends on the deadly slow
surface by beating Frenchman

ourier remains fresh and fearless

Rudolphe Gilbert 6-3, 6-2, 6-3.
The victory kept alive his

hopes of being another
chance by Unllnr::tn Davis
Cup captain Tom Gorman.

“It will help. But 1 don't
think I'll get the chance unless
I actually win the event here,”
said Sampras, who lost both
his singles in Jast year's Davis

Cup final against France in |

Lyon
Other winners included the

promising ninth-seed Carlos
Costa of Spain who defeated
South Africa’'s Wayne Ferreira
in four sets.

Costa now plays big serving
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia for
a place in the quarter-finals.-

Eighth-sceded Ivanisevic
survived a nerve-wracking five-
sctler against Maﬁnu- Larsson
of Sweden snatching the fifth
set 9-7.

All-action Agassi
delights fans

PARIS, May 30:
Andre Agassi's
all-action tennis
show coaxed out
the sunshine, de-
lghted the f[ans,
and kept the expected rain
away from thc Roland Garros
stadium here Friday afternoon,
reports AFP.

The [lamboyant American
beat Croatia's clay-court spe-
cialist Goran Prpic 2-6, 6-4, 6-
1. 7-6 (7-4) in just over two-
and-a half hours to earn a
fourth-round clash against
Emilio Sanchez of Spain at the
French Open tennis champi-
onships.

Sanchez beat Belgium's Bart
Wuyts in straight-sets 6-0, 6-4,
76 (7-3).

The 22-ycar-old eleventh
sced took a set to settle, but
then he opened his shoulders,
went for his strokes and lefl
the crowd gasping with his
sizzling groundstrokes.

As the winners rifled home
like bullets, Prpic, wearing the
cnormous protection brace
round the right leg which has
become his trademark, was
slowly worn down by the bom-
bardment.

Agassi appearcd poised for
immediate victory when he
served at 5-3 in the fourth set.

But amazingly the serve which
had been so trustworthy, sud-
denly let him down. He lost
the game to love.

There were some anxious
moments in the Agassi camp
when the stubborm 28-ycar-old
Croatian forced the match into
a tic-break. But Agassi's natural
talent and reflexes came to the
rescue. He did not shrink from
danger but thrived on it

Agassi continued to go for
the impossible and sent one
ball so close to the baseline
that only an on-the-spot inves-
tigation by both Prpic and
Australian umpire Richard Ings
could confirm ft good.

After the win, Agassi admit-
ted that it had taken time to
adapt to the clammy heat and
swirling wind.

"At the beginning he was
hitting a lot of high balls and it
took me a long time to get
used to them,”™ he said.

Asked about future oppo-
nents, the beaten finalist here
for the last two years, admitted
that his main rivals were
“playing well.”

But he added quickly: "But
I'm playing well, too.”

"l don't worry about them.”
he grinned over his new goa-
tec beard, °1 let them worry
aboul stopping me.”

Fernandez fails to
seize her chance

N PARIS, May 30
Mary Joc Fernan
dez, still strugg-
ling for respect
dtsE:t: her high
ranking, missed
another chance to prove she
belongs among the elite of
women's tennis, AP

The No 6 seed played lack
lustre, error-ridden tennis on
Friday, losing 76 (7-1). 6-2. 1o
Germany’'s Sabine Hack in a
third-round match at the
French Open.

It was another disappoint
ment for Fernandez, a 20 year-
old who's generally regarded
as a clay-court specialist. She
reached the quarterfinals here
in 199] and 1990, but has
never topped her semifinal
performance in 1989

I didn’t feel real comfort
able out there during the
whole match.” she said "My
timing wasn't qufie right for
the way she was hitting the
ball and | was making a lot of
errors. She seemed to be com-
trolltng the points a little bit
more | was "~

Fernandez satd Hack, whom
she beat here last year, was
hitting the ball harder than be-
fore and kept her pinned at
the bascline

“She never got down on
herscll and scemed really post
tive. You have to give her

» credit,” Fernandez said

He and others suggested
random. unannounced tests for
anabolic steroids during train-
ing and blood doping checks
during competition.

An athlete's urine may be
tested after Olympics compe
tition for hundreds of banned
or restricted substances.
There ts no blood testing

Anecdotal evidence from
Europe and the United States
suggests long-distance run
ners, cyclists, Nordic skiers
and triathletes may be blood
doping with recombinant ery-
thropotetin, according to the
ACSM

The anti-anaemia drug
stimulates the body's produc
tion of red blood cells,
improving athiletes ability 1o
transport oxygen and better
thetr performance

However, changes in dru
lesting are slow because u?
Regative publicity generaled
when an elite endurance or

voived in international Ipuﬂ-a
ing cventa, W sald, "One
could cynically it's in their

best iInterests for corporate
America, lor the corporate
world, 1o say, Hey, we don't
really want 1o know'

A documentary by Forsythe
on drug testing for ABC televi
sion ycars ago was met by re
sistance by network execu-
Uves.

‘Sponsors aren’t really crazy
about the idea of discussing
the subject either,” he said.
“They spent a quadrilion dol-
lars to get the rights for these

the University of Texas,

Fernandez sald she was dis-
couraged by the loss. but would
try to look ahead.

There was no solace in dou-
bles. She and fellow American
Zina Garrison lost in the first
round Friday afternoon.

T'm hard on mysell
But you just have to try to keep
your perspective. It's a tennis
match and | have to see the big
picture,” she said. "You know
there are going to be days like

Fernandez often has been
contrasted to young pros like
Jennifer Capriati, whose im
mense talent has catapulted
them to stardom a pre-
vented them from leading
normal adolescent lves

I was always very, very

sheltered, went to a private
school and was always with my
family,” she said "1 grew up

ke that. It's just the way | am.
I never had any desire to be
oul alt a party or doing what
the other girls were doing.”
Fernandez, who graduated
from the Carmollton School In
Miami in 1989, s onc of rela
tively few women pros with a

high school degree

1 was always very locused
on what | was doing. | enjoyed

playing tennis, and would
pracice | think fam
fly has a lot to do with it,” she
sabd

It certainly was not the
kind of picee that tended 1o
‘make athletes at the highest
levels look heroic,” he said
“That, however, is the agenda
of the big-time media. They
wanl to produce heroes. They
images. That's
makes the turnstiles
spin.”

Peter Snell, a former mid-
dle distance runner and
Olympic gold medallist in the
1960s, said without random
tests during training, athletes
simply know when 0 quit us-
ing drulﬁ so their can
purge the drugs compe -
titlon.

“We just don't know who's
really good or who has the best
pharmacist,” said Snell.

Japanese extend
US spikers

OSAKA, May 30: The United
States T.-re stretched the dis-
tance after ulnﬁ -
match puht:qm t "mhﬁ
o beat Japan in the volleyball
World League series here Sat-
u , reports AFP.

The American spikers
missed a 14-12 and 14-13 lead
in the third set before finally
scoring a 3-2 (15-10, 18-11,
14-16, 915, 18-12) victory lor
their fifth consecutive win

|

F

““PARIS, May 30 :
Top uedy and
defending cham-
pion Monica Se-
les of Yu via

. went briskly ab-

out her business at the French

Open, on Saturday before

headikg for an early lanch,

reports Reuter.

The 18-year-old Seles dis-
patched American Lori McNeil
to the list of third round losers
in the space of just 45 min-
utes, winning 6-0, 6-1 to ad-
vance into the last 16.

It was a good, comiortable
malch.” Seles said. "Lori is a
tough player. She has a good
serve and | didn't want her to
get into the match too well.”

The Yugoslav, who appeared
for the first time on Centre
Court this year, has had the
simplest of starts to her title

defence, dropping just six
games in her first three
maltches.

Like carlier opponents

Catherine Mothes of France
and Karin Kshwendt of Ger-
many, McNefl served only as
an appetiscr to the main
course of Seles tournament.

That will come in the sec-
ond week when she meets
sceded players less liable to
cave in quickly to her fierce
battery of double-listed
groundstrokes.

tler match with McNeill was
her swiltest execution to date
but none of her opponents
have lasted an hour and she
has spent a total of only two
hours 29 minutes on court.

That is more than two
hours less than men's second
sced Stefan Edberg needed to
quell the challenge of Gabriel
Mrkus of Argentina in a second
round match on Thursday and
Friday.

The 28-ycar-old MecNeil,
who had not taken a set ofl Se-
les in ecither of their two pre-

Mac & Jimbo’s exits mark
the end of an era

PARIS, May 30:
Together, they
carried men’'s
tennis for tweo
decades. It took
Just two days in
Paris to confirm the end of
their era
First round
week in the

losses this
French Open

F_"—-'- ks

A T
JIMMY CONNORS
raised the question: is there
i{fe after Jimmy Conneors and
John McEnroe?

“They were the stars of the
70s and 80s.” said Yannick
Noah, a recently retired
Jormer French Open cham
plon. “It tugs at your heart to
see them go, -

All of Paris had hoped for a
repeat of Connors’ dramatic
run to the semifinals of the US
Open last September or
McEnroe's advance to the

quarterfinals of the Australian
Open in January.

But there were no heroics

|

et

Top seed German Steffi Graf returns a backhand to

South African Amanda Coetzer

her third

during

round match in the French Open on May 29. Graf won 6-2,

6-1.

vious mecetings, is ranked 27th
in the world and had never
gonc [urther than the third
round in Paris.

Secles missed Wimbledon

on the red clay of Roland
Garros, no miracles against

players from the new power
tennis generation.

McEnroe bowed to Nicklas
Kulti of Sweden 6-2, 7-5, 6-7
(5-7), 7-5. Connors, overcome
by fatigue in the final two sets,
lost to Wimbledon champion
Michael Stich 7.5, 38, 67 (4-
7). 6-1, 8-2.

Although they have won 15
Grand Slam titles between
them, neither Connors nor
McEnroe has ever triumphed
in Paris.

McEnroe, 32, who is play-
ing his last full season on the
tour, said he won't be back
here next year. “Everything
comes (o an end., " he said. “At
a certain point, you have to
make that decision.
Realistically, my time has
passed and it's time for
others.”

Connors, who turns 40 in
September, is unlikely to play
hert again either. "1 have got-
ten the most out of my career
and given it hell every time I
walked out there,” he said.
“Billie Jean King was right
when she said, ‘When [ stop, |
won ‘t look back and say, what
u"‘?r L

“Jimmy is the last warrior,
the ultimate gladiator,~ Noah
said. "I hope there will be
others.”

But Connors is worried that
no one has st up to re
place him and McEnroe,
something he views as an in
dictment of the current state
of the sport.

“When they handed the ball
off to me and McEnroe and

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS iran rads. 10 “Pigged
10n— 27 Dawn D(:RVN out”
(ready) goddess 1 Puccini’'s 12 Installs
4 "Marmied 28 Appor- - in office
1o the —* honed 2 Wild ox 14 Small
7 College in 30 Baby's 3 Pink cat coin
New York perch of films 15C
8 Anceent 33 Sidney 4 Part of 19 Ha
Greek Poitier MH roughly
speakers’ classic S Leaves 20 Youth
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11 Official meter three B's 22 ::gu
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16 Alfonso's 41 This ® Fence 25 Defeoat
ueen year's steps at bridge
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Guinea P 28 Dehy-
19 ?*Lh UH e
ng 29 L
Quaker EE p:xn
20 Cincinnati YIE marks
Rose AINIDIETS] 31 Rosary
21 Jump in N[O prayers
fright AITITIE[N] 32 Through
23 Mirror {|O[T]A]l 34 Invoived
for one EHE with
25 Pack 358 Animal's
| 26 Coin of retreat

—AFP photo

last, but has won the past four
Grand Slams she's entered, In-
cluding the Australian Open
this year. Due to the upset of
No 9 seed Anke Huber, the

(Bjorn) Borg, we took it on the
40 and got down to the 3 yard
line.” he said. “Now we want
somebody to take in from the

3yard line... Somebody in to-
day'’s tennis is going to have
come out to the forefront.”
The transition has been
easier for the women. Chris
Evert and Martina Navratilova

:
¢
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JOHN McENROE
have passed on the mantie to
Steffi Grqf, Monica Seles,
Gabriela Sabatini and Jennifer

Capriati.

Both Connors and McEnroe
complain that the men’s game
has changed for the worse,
with too few personalities.

“A guy like Jim Courier, for
example, is extremely strong
mentally and he does his job
and does it very well.”

McEnroe said.

“But as far as personality,
it's not the same as it was 10
years ago or even five years
ago.”

—AP

The Buily Star 11
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first seéded player she could
meet is No S Jennifer Capriati
in the :

Seles’ fourth-round eppo-
nent will be Japan's Akiko Ki-

jimuta, who beat Britain's Jo

Durie, 6-7 (7-5), 6-4, 6-4. No
13 Pierce, a Montreal-
born Frenchwoman, beat
Czechoslovak Andrea Str-
nadova, 7-6 (7-1), 6-4.

The No 2 and No 4 seeds,
Steflli Gral and Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario, won thetr”
third -round matches Friday In
straight sets.

No 3 seed Gabriela Sabatini
ousted France's Julie Halard,
6-1, 6-3; and NO 5 Jennifer
Capriatl rallied to beat Cge-
choslovak Katrina Habsudova,
46, 6-4, 6-3.

Rain prevents
handball final

Sports Reporter

The unpredictable late May
weather prevented the final of
the eighth national Sunball
handball championship being
held at the Outer Stadium
yesterday afternoon between
Bangladesh Rifles and
Bangladesh Air Force.

The downpour also
led to the abandonment of the
third place play-off between
Dhaka DSA and sh
Ansars aftcr only 22 minutes of
play had been possible yester-
day. The remainder pertod of
this mateh will be held this
aflernoon.

Firm favourites Bangladesh
Rifles and Bangladesh Air
Force will have to wait until
tomorrow, Monday, to decide
the championship. The title
deciding match will start at
4:30 pm.

PDB volleyball

The 17th annual inter-office
volieyball final of the Bang
ladesh Power Development
Board (BPDB]) was held
yesterday at the Outer Stadium
volleyball court.

Fourteen teams from differ
ent offices of the PDB partici
pated in the meet which
started on May 23, says a press
relcase.

The Khuina Electric Supply
team became champions by
beating ra Power Station
by 15-3, 15-10 and 15-4 sets
in the final. It was Khuilna
Electric Supply's fith champi-
onship triumph.

M Faizur Razzaque,
Chairman, BPDB distributed
prizes among the winners as
chief guest. He u upon the
organisers and p to de
velop team spirit and pursue
excellence in games and
sports to bring fame for the
organisation and also con:
tribute at the national level.

Obituary

Nizamul Haque Chowdhury,
lather ol Navana cricket
player Shabbir Chowdhury,
breathed his last at midnight
on Thursday, May 28. He was
66.

He was suffering from car
dio-respiratory complications.

Chowdhury, a [ormer
Branch Manager of Jiban Bima

Corporation, left behind his
wife, four daughters, only son,

and a host of friends and rela-
tives to mourn his demise.

The qul khani will be held
tomorrow, June |, alter Asr
prayers at House No 29/7,
Babar Road, Block-B, Moha-
mmadpur.

NZ draw level

AUCKLAND, May 30: New
Zealand beat na 2-1 in
the third of five men's hockey
internationals at Auck-
land’s Liloyd Elsore Park today,
reports AFP.

CRYPTOQUIP
0oOQLlL RLXGNCNLS'G S: L G
OCYSCRO JSMOM)] SLGMDRLZ
GMR]JL QL XCG KL2Z YN.
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: S equals R
The p Is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, short
words and words using an a
locating vowels. Solution Is

oy el el ey



