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DowN TO EARTH

Public Utility agencies olten
seem (o develop a behavioural
pattern which makes them
impervious te public comlorts
and conventence. The latest
example of this tendency is ro
flected In the Dhaka WASA's
embarking on multi-pronged
digging in several scctors ol
the ety s read network

In many offices dealing with
public affairs in our country,
red tagism plays an important
part. Our public utilily agencics
arc cxpucted to be compara
tively free of that evil in the
interest of elficiency and ¢x
peditious disposal ol work,
That expectation is belied by
their choice, apparently
prompted as a consequence of
red tapism, of the present
time as appropriate for road
digging when the monsoon is
fast approaching

It will be appreciated on all
hands that the Dhaka WASA
has given thought to the noud
for undertaking the vital storm
sewerage project lor the city.
What ballles the public is ils
umlng Could not the formali-
ties for the project be com
pleted well ahead of the mon
soon scason so that the road
traflic is s the. addittonal
sullering in an already over-
congested situation?
According to WASA source,
they were compelled [o under-
take the work at this time due
to delayed releasce of [unds
[rom the Asian Development
Bank (ADH) resulting from the
cumbersome process followed
by different departments of
Government. So here, as we
hinted at, the bogey of red
tapism was to blame.

. The current digging work
involves a total of aboul ten
kilometres of road in the
thickly populated areas of the
city. which include Santinagar,
Inner Circular Road, DIT
Extcnsion Road, New Elephant
Road, Mirpur Road, Motijheel,
Dilkusha, Tejkunipara and New
Market areas. The road digging
opcration in such a wide arca
has thrown the road traflic sys-
tem into utter confusion.

In the early days of the pre-
vious regime, an excculive
order was {ssued requiring
road digging to be coordinated:
with the development and re-
habilitation programmes ol
other agencies. Such orders
may not have much practical
value, sinee the different agen-
cics, when they have any pro-
ject lo execule In any area,
may not afford to wait for co-

ordinated action on account of

their recciving nccessary
sanclion orders at diflferent
times. As a result, the same
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claims by importers worth
thousands of dollars and Lo loss
of markets.

On May 21, a divisional anti-
smuggling task force in Khulna
raided several fish processing
units and confiscated 15,736
master cartoons of frog legs
packed as shrimp from two of
those units and arrested two
persons in this connection.
The estimated market price of
the frog legs was about Taka 8
crore.

It has recently been re-
ported in a Khulna daily that
about 20,000 [rogs are being
sold in the city's Nutun Bazaar
on a daily basis openly.

According to one estimate,
per container CNF cost of
18,000kg frog legs costs aboul
Taka 17 lakh while the same
container is sold as black tiger
shrimp for Taka 43 lakh.

Shrimp exporters pointed
out that the windlall profit
from fmﬂtlcl.- smuggling is
used by concerned traders
to buy shrimp at ‘exorbitant’
prices from the local market.

Industry figures for the [irst
week of the current month
showed that there was a
shortfall of the 20 cents per

kilogram of shrimp between

the procurement price and the
export price after cost ol pro-

duction was added on. This ac-
counts for a lose of about Taka
1,20,000 per container.

This has forced the other
shrimp exporters, the BFFEA
source said, to shorichange
buyers, default on loans, make
[alse insurance claims and, in
some cascs, close down the
faclory. “The biggest problem

right now i~ thalt mosl c¢x
porwrs arc not upholding the
commitment of the contract,”
said ‘A U Ahmed, president of
W EA

o+ ssuid that the association

from overscas shrimp

By A S. M. Nurunnabi

arcva mawy go under digeing a
number ol umes o mwet the
demands of diflerent agencics.
Particularly in the present case
of the New Elephant Road,
traces are still lelt of previous
road digging by some other
agency in connection with
their project. The same may be
truc in other areas also.

In the last couple of days,
we had spells of heavy down-
pour. Il we experience similar
rainfall in thg coming days, the
current project work may be
scriously allected, leading to
delay in its completion. This
will mean prolonged sulfering
for the road users.

An unsatisfactory feature ol
road digging operations is that
when the work s completed,
it has been seen that the af-
fected alignmoents are scldom
restored to their original con-
ditiwons fully. As a result, de-
pressions, pol holes, uneven
road surfaces are allowed to
develop much to the chagrin ol
the road users.

It is alleged by some that ft
is commeon practice with the

B

fasft

had rcceived numerous claims
im-
porters totalling necarly a mil-
lion US dollars during the last
few months.

Ahmed pointed out that un-
dersize and underweight con-
signments had causcd
Bangladesh's reputation in the
international shrimp market to
noscdive in recent months.
Many buyers are avoiding the
purchase of Bangladeshi
shrimp and Japan, which im-
ported Taka 90 crorc worth of
shrimp during 1989-90 as the
sccond largest buyer, has al-
most stopped buying [rom
Bangladesh now, he added.

The price of Bangladeshi
shrimp in the international
market has also become lower
by between onc and two dol-
lars per kilogram compared
with shrimp from Thailand,
Indonesia and cven India, he
said.

Ahmed alleged thal
Bangladeshi frog legs arc being
smuggled to Thailand and
Singapore in shrimp cartoons
and are being rc-cxported
from there to the Western
markets along with forged
CITE cecrtificates from
Indonesia.

He also alleged that many
officials including bankers arc
involved in this fllcgal trade.

"Suddenly, Thailand and
Singapore have started import
ing huge quantities of shrimp
from Bangladesh in the last
few months,” he noted,

According to Export
Promotion Burcau figures,
Thailand did not purchase any
shrimp from Bangladesh in
1988-89 while 1t imported
Taka 69 lakh worth of shrimp
during 1989-90. EPH [igurcs
for the 1990-91 period was
not available. :

The president of BFFEA
called upon the government Lo

oy
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WASA upsets city traffic system

WASA 1o start its development
work during the monsoon.
liesides the present case, we
have seen a lot of other amall
road digging works are taken
in hand particularly during this
scason which occurs towards
the end of the financial year
Perhaps at this time, the need
is felt for spending the allot

ted amount for a particular
project in a hurry. This
incvitably leads to compromis-
ing ol the quality ol the work.
It is a sad thing thal these are
no isolated phenomcna bul a
conspicuous feature ol public

spending.

In the city where the rick
shaws already create the
greatest stumbling block to
smooth flow ol road trallic,
the current road-digging im-
pediments. pese additional
challenge to the traflic police
on account of the horrendous
state of traffic jam extending
in busy commercial areas like
Motijheel Commercial Arca,
Elephant Road and Jonaki
(1wema areas.

Frog leg smuggling rampant

take urgent steps Lo rescuc the
frozen foods cxporl sector.

"Our main demand is that
the government should cither
withdraw the ban to allow cv-
crybody to be in the business
or lake serious action o curb
smuggling and protect the ¢n-
vironment as well as the na-
tional image,” Ahmed said.

The president of BFFEA also
called upon the government to
take urgent action to stop the
fllcgal trading of frog lcgs and
rescuc Bangladesh's reputation
in the international shrimp
markctl. "Quality control is the
namc of the gamce which we
have lost in recent months,”
he pointed out. llc suggested
that a system of back-to-back
letters  of credit (LC) be iniu
ated for exporting shrimp sim-
jflar to that in Thailand and
Indonesia. This would enable
importers lo send any con-
signment back il the contract
1s not fully met.

He also suggested thal a
task force should be formed to
check the quality at the pro-
duction stage to ensure inter-
national standards and specifi-
cations. le added that under
the current method employed
by the government it Is impaos-
sible to check the shipment on
board the ship.

Tax cut on textile
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loans taken by the small scale
textile units and the dying and
printing mills and suggested
that they should be given time
to "’ﬁ“" their overdues.

The press conference
called upon the government to
withdraw all certificate cases
filed against the sick textile
units and implement the rec-
ommendations of the body on
sick industries.

It also stressed the necd for
increasing cooperation and co-
ordination between the min-
istries of the government, and
suggested that a ‘one step tex-
tile ccll’ should be sel up un-
der the Ilcadership of the

Prime Minister.

The press conlference was
attended among othcrs by
Manzur Morshed, Sharil M
Abul Hossain, Taher Sobhan,
Nazir Hossain, Golam Rahman,
sShamsul Alam, Abdul Muhit
and Bazlul Huda.

e

Mystery over
Dalhia's death
deepens

By Staff Correspondent

As days passed, mysiery
surrounding the dcath of the
noted drama artiste, Dala
Ferdous. deepened.

Major Akier Ferdous Rana, a
playwright, husband of Dalia
refused to talk to the press for
what his relatives said his
sickness till Friday, the third
day of his wife's death.

Cantonment police declined
lo comment on the death as
they did nol receive the au-
lopsy report from the Forensic
Department of the Dhaka
Medical College lHospilal
(DMCH) ull yesterday.

A DMCIl source, howcver,
said that the doctors who per
formed the autopsy com
mented on Lhe report that the
death was accidental’ The
doctors in the report might
suggest police Lo investigation
in to the matier, the source
added

The source also sald, the
rcport was Hkely Lo be sent to
the Cantonment police by

Sunday

Dalla Ferdous recportedly
commitled suicide by burning
hersclf last Tuesday night aller
a row over her husbands extra
marital relationship with an
other television drama artiste,
Konkon.

Meanwhile, Konkon's f[am
fly members said Konkon lefl
the country for Riyadh Tuesday
alternoon.

The maid servant, who was
the lone person in the hous
except Dalia’'s husband to wit
ness Lhe Incident, was interro
gated scveral times in Rana's
Kachukhet residence, by
Cantonment police.

But another police ofllicer
who preferred anonymily
commented that the maid ser-
vant should have been brought
to the Cantonment police cus-
tody so that she could not be
influenced by others to make
any statement.

Mecanwhile
Dalia was

ol
the

qulkhwart
held at

Kachukhet residence yesterday

aflternoon. But only the
brother-in-law of Dalia, AKM
Noor Hossain attended it rep-
resenting Dalia's family, lamily
members said,

110 killed 1n
fresh Lankan
violence

Che Daily

B

COLOMBO, May 29: Tamil

guerillas killed 23 soldicrs in
an ambush and lost several ol
their own men today as the
death 1oll in fresh violence in
Sri Lanka's northcast rosc 1o
| 10, official said, reports AFP

Heavily-armed Libcration
Tigers of Tamil Eclam [LTTE)
gucrillas stormed an army
picket in Batticaloa district
after trapping the Llroops on
three sides at the Vakancri
Mceyankulam road junction,
oflicials said.

“The army has recovered
23 bodies of their men. Al
lcast 10 Tiger bodies are also

| lying in the area,” an official

said by tclcphone from the ro
glon.

(Earlier story on Page 5)

AL presidium
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' Daily Star last night.

| Commiltee with

According to the proposed
amendments to the party
constitution, AL would also go
for expanding the parly
Working Committec by creat-
ing some new post of assistant
secretaries and increasing the
number of the members of the
committee, sources say.

Presently 59-member
Working Committee would be
expanded to a 69-member one
cspecially to accommodatce
leaders who have joined the
Awami League from dilferent

political parties including
Abdur Razzak's BAKSAL,
sources added.

Formation of divisional
party committees is also likely
to be discussed in today's
meeting.

One of the most sensitive
issues arising out of the sus-
pension of Mostafa Mohsin
Mantu, chairman of the Al's

_ﬁtm‘
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For a fair environment

By Staff Correspondent

Scveral thousand peop

ke vowed on Friday to prolect the

environment as well as the earth ahead of the Earth Summil

and World Environment Day.

“We the people of Bangladesh, arc taking oath that we will
do our best to protect the environment for a sale earth for ou
posterity,” the motley crowd voiced with poect Shamsur
Rahman under the banyan tree on the Ramna restaurant

pﬂ:m'mt‘u-

The Earth Summit §s scl to start on Woednesday June 3 in
Rio d¢ Janctro, Brar]l and Workd Eovironment Day wall b

obscrved on Jum' 5

Begum Sufla Kamal planted a sapling in the park amid
cheers and applause from those present to mark the day
while a number of cultural groups performed a sofree.

“Nirmal Poribesher Jonnye Amra” (we are for a fair envi-
ronment), a conglomerate ol the country's NGOs and cultural
groups, organised the Friday's special assembly.

Drama artistes Golam Mustala, Abul Hayat, Al Zaker, Sarah
Zaker and Nima Anam, and a number of NGO oflicials were

present on Lhe occasion.

Alternative summit
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But much_of the [llavour ol
the alternative summit, called
the Global Forum, will be given
by smaller groups campaigning
for the rights of women, chil-
dren, ethnic minorities, reli-
gious belicfs and animals.

Nor have fringe groups becn
excluded from the gathering,
which opens on Monday, lwo
days earlier than the official
summil.

Meetings are panned on
interests as diverse as yoga,
meditation, solar energy and

| esperanto specaking as well as
! subjects described as planetary

youth front, is also expected to

come up for discussion today.

Mcanwhile, yesterday's
meeting of the Working
the DParty
Chiefl Sheikh Hasina in the
chair approved 40 oul of a total
of 7B district commillees
formed through the reeent lo-
cal level party councils.

More committces are likely
to be approved today while
about a dozen of disputed dis-
trict committces arc expected
to be sent to the 'party tri-

. bunal’ for 'hearing.’

A five member party tri-
bunal headed by Zillur Rahman
has been formed lo suggest
steps Lo solve dispules of the
district level units of the party.

Yesterday's mecting held
discussion, along with other
jssucs, on the draflt report of
the party general sccretary to
be placed in the forthcoming
council session

Adjourned at 11 last night
the meeting will resume 10
this morning at the Minto
Road residence of the AL Chiel

Sheikh Hasina.

synthesis and cosmobiology.

"The main purpose is Lo
start a big interchange (ol
ideas and information) at a
global level, Noleto Filno said.

The alternative summil will
be held in Tentsin, a central
Rlo park, about 35 km (22
miles) from the official conler-
ence cenire.

Cultural events are sched-
uled at night and many of the
day time meetings will be open
to the public. -

Organisers have arranged a
series of eye-catching events
to focus attention on environ-
mental issues.

A replica of a 10th century
Viking ship is scheduled to
arrive in Rio for the opening of
the Global Forum, carrying lct-
ters for heads of state from
children around the world ap-
pealing to them to save thc
planet.

Children will also usc a spe-
cial section of the alternative

summil venue o discuss issucs
such as homelessness, poverty
and the environment. Adults
will only be allowed in as
guests.

Organiscrs expecl blanket

' news coverage of the alterna-

tive summit. Some 3,500 jour-
nalists, photographers and
camera crews have already

| registered and many more are

expected.

To add sparkle, celebritics
from the world of arts and pol-
itics will join in.

Prince Charles, heir to the
British throne, will be therc as
a member of an environmental
group. Film stars such as Liv

‘Ullmann and Shirley Maclaine,

Singer John Denver, Jane
Fonda and her husband Ted
Turner, owner of the US Cable
News Network, will also take
part

Norway's Prime Minister
Gro Harlem Brundtland, a
prime mover for the Earth
Summit, will be a rfﬁlllf par-
ticipant, along with Tibet's
spiritual leader the Dalai
Lama 2

Others expected to be seen
during the two-week event in-
clude, singers Olivia Newton-

| John. Elton John, actress

Mcryl Strecp, globe-trotling
cnvironmentalisl Jacques
Cousicau and Brazilian folk
hero Pele.

But organising the event has
not been without its problems.
Global Forum organiscrs had to
call on Brazihan and Europecan
governments o help cover the
11 million dollars cost.

Other events are also
scheduled to coincide with
Global Forum, inchuding cul-
tural ones.

The largest is a gala concert
featuring Spanish Llenor
Placido Domingo and US Jazz
trumpeter Wynton Marsalis,
with British actor Jeremy Ims
as masler of ceremonies. The
concert will be broadcast to
120 countrics.

in the meantime, Indians
from around the world have
built a village on the adge of a
forest near the official summit
centre.

Amazon Indians have so [ar
not enjoyed their stay in the
village. After rows about fund-
ing and who should take credit
for the event, Indians began
complaining of stomach pains.

Doctors who attended them
said they had simply not been
used (o their new diet of bar-
becued mcat an rich stews.

Russian govt too
authoritarian:
Gorbachev

MOSCOW, May 29: Former
Soviet President Mikhail S
Corbachev warned the Russian
government -in an interview
published Friday that it was too
authoritarian and was in dan-
ger of losing control over eco-
nomic reform, reports AP,

Gorbachev also told Kom-
somolskaya Pravda that he had
never promised to stay oul ol
domestic politics.

Gorbachev has [requently
criticized his old rival, Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, for
pushing economic reform too
quickly, but Friday's published
comments were his harshest.

10 hurt as JCD
factions clash
at Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, May 20: At
lcast to activists of Jatiyatabadi
Chhalra Dal (JCD) were injured
in a clash between its two fac-
tions at Dewanganj uparila of
the district today, reporis
UNB.

Witnesses said the clash en-
sued over difference of opinion
in forming a JCD panel for the
clection of Dewanganj AKM
college student union.

Both the groups used
hockey sticks, ramdao and

other sharp weapons.
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Serb forces bomb Sarajevo

BELGRADE, May 29 Serb forces bombarded the Bosnian

and Croatia's picturesque port of Dubrovnik

today in deflance of looming UN sanctions intended to curb

Serbia's alleged
Reuter.

invelvement in Yugoslavia s civil war, reports

action

against Bosnia-Herzegovi

ANKARA. May 29: Turkish President Turgut Ozal called on

the United Nations or NATO

today to intervene militarily to

stop the fighting in the former Yugosiav republic of Bosnia-
Herzegovina. In a staiement released here, he said Turkey

was ready” to participate in military units formed within the
framework of the UN or the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-

ton (NATO), reports AFP.

Honecker to be expelled
from Chilean embassy in July

HAMBURG, May 29. Former East German Communist
leader Erich will be expelled from the Chilcan embassy in
Moscow in mid- July, a newspaper reported Friday. Ho-
necker, 79, sought refuge in the Chilean embassy Decembor
11 to avoid extradition to Germany. Germany has indicied
Honecker on manslaughter charges for ordering his border
guards to shool at East Germans trying to flce to the West
during his years in power, reports AP,

| NEW DELHI, May 29 India
on Friday test fired a medium
range surface to-surface ballis
tic missile, the showpiece of
the country's Integrated mis-
| slle development programme
the dolonse ministry sald. re
ports Al
'he Agni missile with a
| maximum range of 2 500
kilomcter (1,650 miles) was
| launched from a military range
| in Chandipur in Lhe easicrn
| state of Orissa, a defense min
istry spokcsman said.
. The Angl's launch was the
 latest sign that india intends
' to go ahead with its missile
programme despitc pressurces
Irom the United Stalces

Agni's range is sufflicient (o
hit targets as far away as lran
in the west, Hong Kong In the
cast, China in the north and is-

. lands around the equater in
the south. It ean also hit any
' city in neighbouring Pakislan,
| with whom India has fought
three wars. China went lo war
| with India in 1962,
On Thursday, Defense Min-
ister Sharad Pawar said Agni's
success will exhibit to the
world the nation's progress in
missilc technology.
l “India will not give up the

pursuit of advanced space and
' missile technologies even i/
' the country is shunned by the
- developed countries,” Pawar
| said,

Three weeks ago, Washing-

' ton imposed a two-year ban on
export of all rocket technolo-
gies o the stale-owned Indian

- Space Rescarch Organization

' and Glavkosmos, a Russian
company contracted to supply

engines for launching Indian

' rockets into orbit.

India said the engine was

for its civilian satellite pro-
grammes, but the Uniled

Z1a's death
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' party are expected lo take part
| in it

| Zia Parishad has arranged
Quran Khwani and feeding of
destitutes at 14 thanas of the
metropolis. Chief patron of the
parishad and BNP Chiel Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia is ex-
pected to visit the pro-
grammes.

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
' has organised a speech-contesl
' for the juveniles and children
at 1 pm.

_ Besides, a discussion mecel
ing to be [ollowed by a milad

mahfil will also be held in the

academy premiscs at 4 pm.

Jatiyatabadi Sechchhascbi
Sangathan will hold a blood
| donation programme at the
mazar of late Zia at 9 am. Zia
| Smriti Sangrakkhan Sangathgn

will hold a photo exhibition at
the road island of TSC at the
Dhaka Unfversity at 10 am.
. Jatiyatabadi Muktijoddha
Dal will also hold a discussion
at the WAPDA auditorfum at 5
pm.

Jatiyatabadi Jele Dal's dis-
cussion meeting will be held at
5 pm at Doyagan].

Bhasani Smriti Sangsad will
hold a symposium to be fol-

|
|
r
l

Naya Palton in the city al 6 pm,

The discussion meeting of
Jatiyatabadi Raflway Sramik
Karmachari Dal will be held at
its office at 5 pm.

Jatiyatabadi Tanti Dal will
arrange its discussion at the
number four block of the MP
Hostel at 10 am.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal's
programmes include visiting
the mazar ol Zia and placing
wrcaths and offering lateha at
9 am.

JCD will organise a desti-
tute-feeding programme 1in
front of the BNP central office
at 12 noon.

Alla Madrasa branch of JCD
will hold a day-long Quran

—

Khwani, recitation of Hamd
and Naat in the madrasa
premises. It will hold discus-
sion and milad mahfil at 8 pm.

Banijjik Shilpee Sangsad
will hold a series of speech by
the young artisics al the
National Book Centre audilo-
rium al 4 pm.

Editorial on page 4

lowed by a milad mahfil at 8O, .

India testfires Agni

Stales says it alse could be ap-
plied to defense

e United States has oficn
cxpressed concern at India's
missfle programme, which has
so (ar successfully tested five
missiles including surfacce-to-
sutface, surlace-lo-afr, air-lo-
surface and an antitank mis-
sile

Foreign nationals
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while 188 are still undcr trial
bieht others have been de-
Lained on varjous charges.

The loreign nationals, who
have been given death sen-
tence and are now living in the
condemned cells in the Dhaka
Central Jadl, are five Pakistanis,
two Sri Lankans and a Nige-
rian.

Of the prisoners, |8 Pak-
istanis, 87 Indians, 89 Myan-
mar nationals, 50 Thais, a Bn-
on, & Cerman and five Soma-
lfan women have been sen-
lenced o various other lerms.

Recently, a Special Tribunal
convicted David Anthony
Chocker, a Briton, and German
national Bernhard Rudigar lo
suffer life terms in prison as
the judge found them guilty of
smuggli 38 kilograms of
gold into coun

The prisoners who are still
under trial and living in the
custody of different jails are
eight Pakistanis, 83 Indians,
including three women, 69
Myanmar Nationals, including
a woman, 20 Thais, an In-
donesian, five Filipinos and
two Sri Lankans.

Eight other prisoners of
whom four are Pakistanis, one
indian, one American girl, and
two South Africans, have been
detained in the Dhaka Central
Jail and Chittagong District
Jadil.

Of them, Prol Golam Azam,
a Pakistani passport holdcer,
has been delained in the
Dhaka Central Jail for violating
the country's Foreigners Act.

Three other detainees, an
American teenaged girl, EN-
adah, McCord, and two South
Africans, Robert Blankson and
Okcyndo Gooddy, arc accuscd
of smuggling 3.27 kilograms of
heroin into the country.

Khaleda
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reliant,

She said the misrule of nine
years of autocracy had made
the restructuring of the econ-
omy difficult for the present
democratic government. "We
have to work hard together to
accomplish this difficult task
for the emancipation of the

teeming millions.”

She said no onc would be
spared from being punished if
he wanted to created indisci-
pline and chaos in the name of
the party.

The Prime Minister said
the leaders and workers of
BNP had to devole themselves
in making the present com-
munity more conscious so that
production in the fields could
be increased to the desired
level.

Begum Zia said alongwith
the development of agricul-
tural sector the industrial scc-
tor had to be revamped to
solve a great national problem
of unemployment.

She expressed her firm be-
lef that the BNP, which be-
lieved in the politics of devel-
opment, could resist any con-
spiracy or destructive activity
to hinder production with
united eflorts.

m Zia saild the nation
which had great history. of
sacrifice in its War of Libera-
tion and Language Movemenl
had every potentials for atlain-
ing desi development.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Foreign Minister A
8 M Mostafizur Rahman, Syeda
Nargis Ali MP, l:xﬂ.l“dkﬂﬂ
Rafiqul Islam J and con-
venor of Bagerhat district BNP
Monwar Hossain. Commerce
Minister M K Anwar and Stale
Minister for Finance Mujibur
Rahman were present on Uhe
occasion.



