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Indian TV, Radio
men call off strike

NEW DELII, May 29: Fn)
ployees ol india's national 1k
vision and radio today calldd

ofl a protest campaign that ha-
disrupted services across Indi.

for the past two days, repori-
AFP.

149 arrested in
Jhenidah

JHENIDAH, 29: Polic
arrested 149 from six
upazilas of the district on var
ous charges and recovercd
arms and ammunition during

guns=
1 shutter gun, 30 SLR bullcts
and 7 cartridges. Among (v
arresied persons, 81 has war
rants against them, 37
Sharbahara activists, reporis
UNI.

Three killed
in mishaps

falling from the roof of a four
storicd under-corstrucilion

bufiding at Ullara.
Mahila AL council

session today

The biennial counct] scssion
of Bangladesh Mahila Awamn
e will be held today
Saturday) al the auditorfum of
Dhaka District Sporls
Association (DDSA) at 10 am.
Leader of the Oppesition and
Awami League chiel Sheikh
lasina will altend the coundi]
as chiefl guest. It will be ad
dressed by central leaders of
Awami League, including
Gencral Seccretary Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury, MP, re-

"ﬂ"’mm

CHITTAGONG, May 29 The
anpual urs of llazrat Sul
Armanat Khan (RA] will be heid!
gl the dargah premises in
Chiitagong on June 2

(Pucsday). reports UNB

Rebels fire rockets at Mojaddedi's plane
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Co-pilot hurt as shrapnel tears thru' cockpit

KABUL, May 29: Muslim
rebels fired three rockets Fri-
day at a planc carrying Alghan
President Sibghatullah Mo-

jaddedi back from Pakistan, of-

ficials said, reports AP.

Mojaddedi was unharmed,
but the co-pilot was injurcd
when sharpnel tore through
the cockpit. A Tehran televi-
sion reporter said that the
plane was only 20 meters (65
fect) above the runway when it
was hit.

No one claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, but suspi-
cion fell on radical guerilla
groups that have become in-
creasingly critical of Mo-

jaddedi.

The attack created Pande-
monium among Lthe airporl
stafll and government oflicials
who were waiting 1o greet the
75-ycar-old president.

jadded,

Airport offlicials said three
rockets were fired at the Boce-
ing 727 jetliner as it landed al
Kabul afrport at about 5 pm
(1230 GMT).

All three missiles missed,
but one of them struck the
runway and cxploded in front
of the planc, sending sharpnel
through the cockpit window.

Passcngers said they heard
whistling noses and then saw
flashes of light as the rockels
slammed into the runway. Mo-
shaken and looking
ashen, dmerged later with the
other passengers.

"The incident was serious.
But the plane landed safely and
the president was not hurt,”
said Mojaddedf's son Zahibul-
lah.

The co-pilot was taken lo a
hospital with wounds to onc of
his arms, officials said, adding

that they did not belicve the
injuries were life-threatening.

The plane was bringing
Hujnddﬂli and a 70-member
entourage, that included sev-
eral Cabinet ministers and
rebel commanders, home [rom

a three-day state visit to Pak-
istan The neighbouring Is-
lamic nation served as the
staging arena for the Muslim
rcbel's l4-year struggle
against communist rulc.

It was Mojaddedi's first offi-
cial trip outside Afghanistan
since he was swomn in as head
of the interim Islamic -
ment  that rcplaced ousled
President Najtbullah on April
1B,

Friday's rebel altack was not
the first on aireraflt landing at
the airport

Earlier this month, rchels
fircd heavy artillery al an

Acrofloat planc scnt to take
Russian Foreign Minister An-
drci Kozyrev and his entourage
back to Moscow. The shols
missed by morc than a mile
(kilometer).

A rocket narrowly misscd
the plane carrying Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil
back to his country aflter the
installation of the rcbel gov-
ernment, an officials said.

Diplomats dismissed any
suggestion of a plot against
Mojaddedi, saying thal rebcls
accustomed to war simply fire
on aircraft, largely out ol bore-
dom.

But the prestdent's son Za-
hibullah, blamed the attack on
undamentalist rebel groups,
particularly the radical Hezb-c-
Islami faction hcaded by Gul-
buddin Hekmatyar.

"Ninety per cenl ol us be-

licve was Hckmatyar's
ruuP l.hr younger Mo-
,j-!dcdl said.

Hekmatyar's supporl is
centered in southern Kabul,
but the missiles fired at Mo-
jaddedi's plane came from Lhe
north, diplomats said.

Dthcr fundamentalist
groups have become increas-
ingly critical of Mojaddedi in
recent days for his decision 1o
promote Gen. Abdul Rashid
Dostam — commander of a
fierce militia that rebelled
against Najibullah and then
kctt Hekmalyar rom scizing

Mojaddedi also created a
furor when he suggested that
his term as carclaker prusi-
dent should be extended from
two months to two years. The
idca was immediately rejecied
by other rebel leaders.
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Smuggling of frog
legs rampant

By Staff Correspondent

Frog legs, banned for export
since 1989 are being smug-

ged out in shrimp cartoons
and re-routed through third
countries to western markels,
to a source at the
Bangladesh Frozen Foods
Association [BFFEA).
Limited ity and high
demand have led prices of frog
legs 0 soar In the interna-
tional markets in recent years
Local businessmen involved

n the smuggling of the item,
prlu of which has sharply dc-
clined in Jocal markets, are us-

ing their excess profit to pur-
chase shrimp at higher-than-
normal markel price. This
inturn is destabilising the in-
termal shrimp market causing
genuine’ exporters greal
difficulties, shrimp cxporters
meided

In recent months, the
BFFEA source said, a number
of shrimp exporters have re-
soried lo introducing
“undergrade and underweight”
consignments o remain «com-
potitive. This has resulied in
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Garmments workers
threaten strike

Garmenis workera warned
at a rally in the city yesterday
that they would go for work
stoppage unlcas owners met
their 8-poing demand, includ
ing disbursement of arrear
wages, reports UND.

They also demanded is
suance of appointment letiers,
payment of Eid bonus, weekly
holiday, maternity lcave f[or
woman workers and the righ
to trade union activities.

Jatiya Garmenis Sramik
Federation and Sramabikash
Kendra jointly organised the
rally in front of Jallya Press
Chub.

will observe “protcsi
day” on Junc 6 if workers arc
not paid Eid bonus by June 5.
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Nor'wester hits
4 Sirajgan)
upazilas: 10 hurt

SiRAJGANJ, May 29: Ten
pcoplc were injured, three of
them  seriously, when a
nor wester lashed four upaxilas
of the district loday, reporls
UNB.

The storm with a wind-
speed rising up to 40 kilome-
ters per hour lasted for about
15 minules, sweccping over
Rayganj, Kamarkhanda, Ulla-
para and Tarash upavilas.

Of the injured, Sattar (26)
and Abdul (27] were admitted
to Bhadraghat Health Complex
and another unidentified per

son fte Ullapara Health
Complex.
Wilnesses said the nor-
wosicr, accompanicd
::Ifﬂt d v rrnt:'rt M- a
dred kotcha houses of the
four uparilas.

Tax cut on textile
raw materials

demanded
By Staff Correspondent

Deshio Bastra Shilpa
Rakkha Partshad (a council to
protect the locally made tex-
tile items) at a press confer-
ence Friday urged the govern-
ment to withdraw taxes [rom
all kind of raw materials of the
textile indusirics to remove
tough compctition with the

goods. .
council, comprised the
manufacturers and traders .
lextile items, also demanded

strong measurcs to cheek
smuggling of clothes into th:

country.
The conference held
al the Hotel Purbani

International Friday was ad-
drepsed by the convenor of the
parishad Lt Col (Rtd) Quasxi
Selimuddin.

He said that the increased
taxation on the raw materials
of the textile units, repeated
enhancement of Lhe price of
yarn and various obligations
imposed by the government
have plunged the textile scctor
of the country into decp crisis.

Illegal marketing of the
clothes imported by the gar-
ment industries also con-
tributed to the deepening of
crisis in the textile units, he
added .

Apprehending some new
steps to be taken by the gov-
ernment, Col Selim said that
allowing the import of ‘grey
and ‘cul-piece’ clothes through
bond licence and imposing
Value Added Tax (VAT) on
lextile industries would not be
logical, rather it would destroy
the lextfle industries of the
country, he feilL

He stressced the need for
cxempting the inicrest on the
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'I‘roublemake:rs in party
to be punished: Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said here Friday
that the members of BNP had
to work for creating awarencss
among the people to help build
the country down [rom the
bottom of the socicty, reports
BSS.

She was addressing a [unc-
tion held at the Prime Minis-
ter's Sugandha Office to mark
the joining of more than 100
people of different political
parties including Awami
League and Jatiya Party and
various profcssional groups ol
Bagerhat district.

The Prime Minister said
"We have to make our organisa -
tion bigger and stronger to in-
volve people Trom all walks of
for ll"'l-l.‘.l"l:ﬂlinﬂ
preduction agd
velopmenl.” She mld nll the
development work had to be

iRg de-

ihitiated from the rural areas.

Begum Zia said "We musl
remember that no develop-
ment can be possible kecping
our rural community neglected
and deprived.”

She said according to the
constitution of BNP all its
leaders and workers werc
dedicated to establish a socicty
based on justice and free from
exploitation.

Begum Zia called upon the
newly joined BNP peoplc to
start their journey with a
pledge to establish an ex-
ploitation free socicty.

Begum Khaleda Zia said the
rural people who had been op-
pressed for long had voted
BNP to with an expec-
tation that it would end their
sufferings by making (he
country prosperous and scil

See Page 12 Col 8

AL may do away
with presidium

By Nurul Kabir

The Awami League (AL)
high command is planning to
rcplace the party presidium
with an advisory committee
comprising senior people rep-
resenting dilferent proles-
sional groups of the country,
SOUrces say.

The present presidium
iwmbers over the age of 65
w 1ld be included in the adwvi-
sorv committee while those
vil lo reach the age would be
accommodated in the post ol
vice presidents to be revived,
sources add.

According to sources close
to the AL high command, sincc
the party constitution does nol
allow this sort of recorganisa-

“and 28 will

tion, the AL central council
session scheduled for June 27
witness an
amendment to the party con-
stitution.

All the proposed amend-
ments will be discussed in the
AL's Working Committec mecl-
ing now going on in the cily,
sources say.

The Working Commiltee
mecting that begun Thursday
is likely to take up the party
sub-committee report on the
draft amendments to AL con-
stitution and manifesto for dis-
cussion today, a senior
Working Committec member
of the party informed The

- Scu Page 12 Col 4

435 foreign nationals
in country S Jalls

By Farid Ah

Therc are 435 forcign na-
tionals, inchiding ten women,
in different jails of the country,
according to a source.

The highest number of for-
cign prisoners are Myanmarse
(158, including a woman) fol-
lowed by Indians (151, includ-
ing three women).

Besides, 70 Thal nationals,
35 Pakistanis, five Filipinos,
four Sri Lankans, five Somalian
women, an Amecrican girl, a
Briton, a German, two South
Africans, a Tanzenian, an In-
donesian and a Nigerian have
also been imprisoned in differ-

tn'l...e‘:h of the country.
source also said Lhat
most of the | nationals
were charged with smugglin
contraband, especially gol
Many of the Myanmar and
Thai nationals have been ar-
resied for fishing in the terri-
torial waters of Bangladesh,
the source adds.
Out of the towal number ol

to death afller being
ilty by the courts,

12 Cal 8

Rio summit unlikely to see success

SINGAMPORE, May 29 Lnre
solved dillerences over [inand
ing and the future of lorests
could make the chances of
sucrcess for next week's Earth

Summit quite bleak, the head
of the preparatory commitiec
satd here, AFP. .

Tommy Koh., Singaporec’s
ambassador at large. said lack
of money and the political will
to conclude environmental
treaties with teeth clouded
prospects for the June 3 14
summit 0o be held in Mo de
Jant-iro

H we cannot arrive al a con

sensus on issues Involving fi-
nance and Lhe forests, then
prospects for the conference
are quile bicak, Koh told a
briefling for local reporiers

Koh, whose comments were

carried in the Singapore press
Friday, headed the commitio

preparing for the summit, 1o
be attended by leaders or rep
resentatives of some 170 na
ions. lle will be part of Lhe
Singaporce delegation.

he veteran diplomat sasd
the convention on colimate
chunge recently concluded in

New York gave grounds [or
pessimism on the oulcome of
the Drazfl summit, formally
known as the UN Conlerence
on Environment and Develop-
ment.

He said the convention,
billed as the centrepiece of the
summit, has not met with the
expectations of many people In
the international communily
who had hoped 11 would have
more lecth and a time rame
for implementation

The conveniton obliges in
dustirtalised nations o [mit
their emissions of grecnhou s

gascs and o protect (oresis
which abserb them. It alss
provides for financial and
technological help for develop-
ing countries.

Koh expressed concern that
the lack of political will would
also hamper negotiations on
financing, the most important
issue on the agenda for most
developing countries

He sadd he wished the
United Stales had laken more
of a lead negotiations on vari-
nus convenilons and urged
Japan to play a greater rok In
environmental diplomaey

Alternative summit

IO DE JANEIRO, May 29:
Mty the head of stale who wils
a he a4t next week's Earth
Summil. reports Reuler.

A panel of environmental
ists will wateh government
leaders speeches o the UN
conference on cnvironment
and development on a glant
screen in downlown Rio de
Janeiro. Il they detect a devia-
on from the truth, on comnk
the Nashing lights and sirens
of a gant lie' detector.

With the same mixture ol
crealivity and campaigning for-
vour. more than 3 800 groups
[rom around the world have

organised a parallel mecting to
the official event.

“The idea ia to complement
the UN summit, not just to
keep an eye on it, but to work
out what, ordinary people arc
going to do to solve the coolog-
ical crisis,” says Pedro Nelcto
Filho, a spokeaman for the al
ternative conference

Renowned environmentalist
organisations such as Green
pcace, Friends of the Earth
and the Sterra Club, religious
bodivs like the World Council
of Churches and charities such
as Oxdfam arc all taking pas !
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Anniversary
of Zia's death
today

By Staff Correspondent
The 11th death anniversary

.of President Ziaur Rahman will

be obscrved today (Saturday).

Shaheed President Zia, a
valiant freedom fighter and
founder of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) was as-
sassinaled al the Chillagong
Circuit House on this day in
1981.

The ruling BNP, its [ront
organisations and various so-
cio-cultural bodies have taken
up claborate programmes Lo
observe the day with duc re-
spect.

The day's programmes in-
clude holding Quran Khwani
and milad mahlil, olfering
fateha and laying wreaths at
the mazar of the late President
at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in the
city.

Besides, discussion meet-
ings on the life and works of
the late president willi be held
in different parts ol the coun

At the BNP central officce,
pa will remain halimast
and blaek flag will be hoisted
marking the day.

A Quran Khwani will start ai
Zia's mazar from 6 in the
morning. BNP central leaders
will place wreaths and offer
fatcha at 9 am.

A discussion wundcr the
auspices of BNP wil! be held at
the institution at
4 pm. Central leallcrs ol the

See Page 12 Col 7

Gunshots rock campus

Anti-Mantu group
tries to enter
Zahurul Huq Hall

Heavy gunshots recked the
Dhaka Universitly campus when
police left after raiding three
residential halls carly this
morning, rcports UND.

Witnesses sald gunfight be-
gan al about 7 am bctween two
rival factions of pro-Awami
League BCL when police were
leaving aflcr the raid of Zahu-
rul Huq and Salimuilah Halls.

The shoot out began when a
group of armed activisis trying
to enter into the Zahurul g
Hall with gunfires. Witncsscs
said this group belonged to
BCL Gopalgon|-Barisal faction

A hugce contingent of police
scarchod the trouble-worn Za-
hurul |luq, Salimullall and Ja-
garmath llalls on advice [rom
the university authoritics.

The DU authorities on
Thursday called upon the law
enforcing agencies to nab ter-
rorists and ouytsiders from the
campus to avold fresh clash.

| lowever, police could not
recover Aany arms nor arresi

anyone.

Tk 450 cr Japanese
loan to promote
phone system In
greater Dhaka

Bangladesh will reccive
14.76 billion Yen ()13 millon
US dollar or aboul Taka 450
crore] from Japan for upgrad-
ing the telephone system in
greater Dhaka wnder an
agreement signed in Tokye
Thursday, o a aws-

here

sage recetw , Pe-

The soft loan cxtending
over a five-year period will be
utilised to install a 12000 line
capacity “tandem switching
facilities and another 60,000
line capacity switching lacilt-
ties for lecal telephone. the
message sald In addition te
improving the cxisting tcle-
phane system. the loan fund
will also be used for installa-
ton of new and additional sub-
scriber cables and make provi-
sion for imparting training ©
Rangladesh stall

Bangladeah Ambassador to
Japan Mohammad Abu Hena
and Akira Nishigaki, Mresident
ol Overseas Cooperation Fund
(OECF) of Japan signed the
loan agrecment on ‘behall of
their respective sides.

The project s seheduled 0
be completed in June 1996,



