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NCIENT Grerk -
logy speaks of lthE:D
tiful youth, Narcissus,

who was so entranced with his :

own beauty that he spent his

time pining over his image in a
L. In time he turned into a
ﬂtﬂ Hence the flower called

Narcissus. Point: Vanity is dan-
It can turn you into a
weed !

When my (friend's cx-
snidely remarks that
she can't walk two steps with-
out glancing al her reflection
in a window or mirror, | laugh
with everyone else -- and
never et on that I'm guilty of
the same “crime”.

The difference is | only
check mysell out when I'm
alone. Everybody does it as
often as they can and probably
enjoys it immenscly. Everybody
elsc will say you arc vain. So
what is wrong with vanity |
ask you? We blush shamelully
when caught in front of a mir-
ror. Why are you ashamed? You
may not be a knockout but the
best kind of love s self love.

Now my [riend (the onc
who Is vain) possesscs the
loocks to be vain. Her startling
looks cause men and women to
turn 180 degrees anywhere we
go. On the other hand | am
slightly above average. which |
have known since | overheard
the guys in my class rate me a
7. Being aware of how others
judge me, though, doesn't stop
me [rom seeing mysell as a
rare person [(perhaps not a po-
tential knockout but rare just
the same). | do have those days
when | believe that any guy
asking for my name and num-
ber would have (o be blind or
desperate. But then there are
those rare days | feel on top of
the world. Memories of times
that | do conskder myself
beautiful -- as well as my faith

Vanity is dangerous. It can turn you intfo a weed!!

in moming showers and eyc-
liners -- are what | call vanity,
Not everybody is beaultiful
like a covergirl -- bul there arc
those whose high check--
bones cast shadows al noon.
These people keep the rest of

vs [rom making miscrable
comparisons. Undcr the right
conditions, rcassures vanity, |
could look that good At partics
where everyone clsce looks like
imports from "Ellke” magarines,

vanily stops me from cowcring
behind the curtains, | can firt
just as well, il not better.

Why then, when we are
caught gazing in the mirror for
* the sheer pleasure of it, do we
quickly "find™ a purposc : pre

tend to fix your hair, frown
over an invisible pimple? Docs
being scen taking pride in
yourscll make you feel shame-
[ul? s embarrassing. you
might say. But why is it so?

The taboo on vanily scems
kind of out of place and ‘old-
fashionced at a time when the
concepl of beauty goes beyond
the surface.

Expcerts claim that caring
aboul our appearance Is nol a
cardinal sin. Bcst selling books
and magazines Instruct us on
how to losc a cardinal sin. Best
sclling books and magazincs
instruct us on how to losc
weight, or hide it, camouflage
circles under the eyes, make
cheeks look better, get hair-
cuts o shorten long laces and
so on so forth. None of the ex-
perts though advise that as
part of our regimen we should
lake at least 10 minutes ofl to
marvel at what we are, or what
W can crcale.

Despite cvery
have thfs fcar that looking in
the mirror, when not on a [ault
finding mission, means we just
might fall irrevocably and ex-
clusively so In love with what
we see, and tum into a flower!
Face it, when was the last time
you saw somecone who turncd
into a flower by gazing too long
al his/her reflection?

A rcasonablc dosc of vanity
is not scif-infatuation. | am not
saying there aren't extremes.
There are those who go be-
yond the himil. The aim is nol
to turn into “Reggic Mantle”
replicas.

| have scen a woman spend
a full 20 minutes examining

her [ace from every conceiv-
able angle - while the speaker
spoke about the growing
poverty of the third world. She
was an exireme case of mirror
madness,

BBut for the more reasonable
among us, | sce nothing wrong
with openly admiring yourself
and [eeling shameless about

Picture Quiz

_| Would You

Like

fo Know?

by Sanjeeda Shaheed

Class — X

A Policeman's Plight —
During a draught in Singapore,
a Chincse woman threw a
bucket of water out of her
window, soaking a policeman
standing in the street below

She was fined, not because
she hit the policeman. but be
?Uﬂ" she wasled walcr!

he Danger in a Yawn
= To put your fingers in front
of your mouth when you yawn
s not only good manncrs, but
also an old custom

In the days when people
were alrasd evil spirits, they
covered their mouths with
thetr hands, 1o protect an evil

spirit from jumping in!

Twister — cet your longue
around this. El Pueble de
Nucsira Senora la Retna de Los
Angrles de Porctuncula! That s
the original Spanish name for
Los Angeles, USA. It simply
means, the lown of our lady

@ueen of the Angeles of Porct-
e T -

No Bathing, by Order

== Al onc time, il was thought
that bathing was dangerous to
health. It is said that In 1845,
a Boston Municipal law actually
made bathing unlawful, except
on medical advice.

What's in a Name? —

How were weekdays named?
Four of the names we use for
the weecekdays are of
Scandinavian origin, while the
others come from hcavenly
bodies. Sunday s named In
honour of the Sun, was
the of the Moon, Tucsday
was 1 day, of Tiw' (the
Scandinavian god of war.
Wednesday comes from
‘Woden (0Odin): chiel of the
Scandinavian gods, Thursday is
named aflter Thor': the god of

thunder. Freya or Frigga is
the goddess of fricndship. gave
her name o Friday, and Satur
day was the day of Saturn

thing we still
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EAR Human [riends of
Rising Stars, I have got
something to tell you. You
must! read my letter very
attentively and don’t become
fedup and leave it unattended.
And now here's what | have got
to say ...
One day in our class, "Home
Work : 7, 9, 12, 13, 15, 21,

+ 22, 24, 27, 31, 32, 37, 40, 42,

47.” Oh! These were the most
dilficult and the toughest sums
of that chapter and Madam had
given them for ncxt day's
home work. That meant |
would reach home at 2:30 pm
and would not be able to finish
them until 2:30 am or may be
4:30 am. And the ultimate re-
sult would be that | would have
to stand up during the whole
period tomorrow because after
all the hard work for 15 ugly
sums, not a single one would
be correct.

| began to do the sums as
soon as | had my lunch. Mum
and Dad were not at home and
| was all alone. | was trying to
do my sums correctly. We say
that we can never think of a

shimmering summer alter
noon without a cool breeze. But
| had to think about it and
there was a load shedding too.
Suddenly there was a cool
breeze and | looked through
the window and 'Kal-Baishakhi’
or the Nor'wesler was coming
with black clouds and lierce
lightning.

| closed all the windows of
our flat. | tried to concentrate
on my sums. But there was a
sound coming from the
kitchen. | pecped in and it was
all clear. All of a sudden my
cyes focussed on the drain.

The nect was slowly being
opened. | was sure that no

' ' Writer Ghost'

by Samia Israt Ronee
Class — X

thiefl could enter through
four inch drain. But a black
hand crawled out of it. | could
neither move nor cry, my cycs
wercsfined on It Alter the
hand, came the arm, then the
whole body, but it dikdn't have a
head. | can not describe how it
came out of the drain. | think
it came like a snake | would
have liked it, very much, to be
a snake but it was standing
there like a human being. It
had sewer garbage all over it's
body. And something like black
grease which might have been
blood was coming out from ft's
scvered neck. All these hap-

pened in a few seconds.
Suddenly as If 1 remem-
bered something | turncd
around and ran to my room
and locked it. | knew that the
black drain ghost which was
just like the one | saw in a
t move "Guest House” was

following me. 1 heard it's foot
stcps ng Lthe passage. It
stop in front of my room.

re is no drain in the
door and no attached bath, so
the ghost can never enter, |
thought.

But ghosts can do anything,
the drain ghost now turned to
be a key-hole’ ghost. Because |
saw a black line of filth coming
out of the key hole and then it
shaped in the form of that
hcadless creature. | could go
nowhere. The ghost was com-
ing nearer and necarer. Sud-
denly the idea of opening the
window and calling for help
came into my mind. | jumped
towards the window and
opened it, but alas! Not a single
creature was seen on the road.

Woooooo ....  something
greasy is in my shirt and a bad

smell, ... Oh God! The ghost, its

nearcr neck, only a me-
ment or two and | also be
a writer ghost, a member of

the TEENAGE GHOST SOCI-
ETY.
"Ha, Ha, Hi, Hi, Ho, Ha, look
at Ronee! Sleeping in the
class™... Ah! At last | am in the
ghost socicty. | slowly opened
my eyes. My ([riends were
looking at me. | breathed a
long breath. What a reltef, 1t
was just a bream, correction, a
nightmare or a classmare. A
friend said, "Hey, pget up,
sleepyhead, it's maths class
NOW.
The greatest surprise for
me came next. Madam entered
the class and wrote In the
blackboard some numbers

Star Profile | P° !

Dear star struck fans — your this week's profile is one of world's

famous pop stars . . .. Look who sheis.....

Name : Madonna Lousise

Ciccone
DOB : August 16, 1958

Birthplace Bay City,
Michigan
Marital status : Divorced

from Sean Penn

Interesting Infé © As a five-

year-old she charged [riends to
teach them to dance.

She used to cut piano
iessons she was forced to wake

and would go hide in a ditch,

Recently she has signed a
contract with Warmner Brothers
which will give her millions for
cach of her next 7 albums.

She's recently done this
baseball movie with Tom
Hanks called "A League of their
Own”.

She loves 1o be seen in the
scantiest ol clothing, In case
you haven't noticed already.

She's probably the only
woman (o ever re-release a'
single and get away with it, the
single being "Ho /
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a 'ﬁn.genmnonﬂn;mrtrm which were for homework.

And lo, these were Lhe

samc numbers of my class-
mare. | kept sflent for the rest

of the class. | went home and
everything happened just as in
the dream. The only (act was
that it was in dream that |
turned in to a writer ghost and
now it is true that | AM A
Writer Ghost.

This is my history of
becoming a ghost. And the
drain ghost, he is my buddy
now. And now | am sending
him to the Rising Stars office
with this letter to print and
aiso to bring some new ghost
friends to our Teenage Ghost
Club.'l'l'n.ttlng{:J— Ronee —
The Writer Ghost, Teenage
Ghost Club

Yourself

Help the beetle find his way out of the web before the spider

. __gets him.

On the rReceiving End

Now there begins a dispute

4

r KOBser Tme puck ?

‘J.sur, YOME AUNT JUIR
Is Coming OvEr FOR A

B
By 5rahed Chowds .. |

v - _J
(YOu'D BET7ER MAKe |10 BETTEL PREPARE |

among them. . . Let's go On
the Receiving End . . .

All the
same, he stood in front of the
gate giving a second thought
whether w0 go in

by Md Atique Ullah

nothing is lefi behind.” the
dark complexioned man
warned

At this, the maid asked him

“Shut up and don't talk rub-
bish.” the man admonished
her at which she receded 1o
her earlier position quite hu-

miliated
When eve t.hi:‘ was ascl
to leave the
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i "Have you filled up the was su to take her

sacks properly? Make sure share :
l %ln' along with you.
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- ——— - — - maid replied quite taken
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