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Thailand after Suchinda

The re tion ol Gen Suchinda Kra as
Prime Minister of Thailand. the public lm
M? the much-de army leader the

some 47 pro- prolesters, the
d ution of the coalition government and the
declaration of amnesty for army oflicers and
soldiers who had fired on demonstrators create a
typical Thal scenario for the resolution of a
volatile political solution. The key to this solution
is "forgtve and | . The stage is now set for a
session of the parllament which will discuss. de-
bate and eventual ngpruvt amendments to the
constitution, one of which will make it ﬂblﬂfa
for the next Prime Minister to be an ¢
house which Gen Suchinda

. with

many racy by
the l;zm a brutal crackdown ordered by Gen
h , the spirit of “forgive and i may
well have disappeared from many minds. Thais
who are visiting temples, as some did yesterday
in Dhaka, to lprl'_w for the departed souls, have
reasons to feel bitter and angry, seeking punish-
ment for those who killed protesters. It is no
te the Thais that the crackdown, result-
in the of so many demonstrators, was
essential for the restoration of law and order.

The crisis in Thatland has been only temporar-
tly resolved, temporarily because until amend-
ments to the constitution are approved, one
would not know If the Thais accept the political
solution. Meanwhile, protests against amnest
will continue, until the Rule of Law is put into el-
fect to punish the offenders.

The aftermath of the crisis is bound to have a
long-term affect not only on Thailand but also on
the South East Asia as a whole, There are some
clear writings on the walls which governments.
commitied to economic progress ol their coun-
iries. can hardly overlook. It is obvious that the
educated middle class in most of these countries.
which has so far made the best of the rise in its

standard ol living wants to be directly involved in

its own political destiny, instead of letting either
the a or short-sighted professional politicians
decide the course of events. In Indonesia, officials

have already indicated that President Suharto has
agreed to revoke a decree that gives him sweep-
ing powers in running the cuuntrﬁr. the decree
that goes back to 1 when he [irst assumed
ers. Meanwhile, political activists in Kuala
umpur have started predicting that a growing
demand for political openness and participation
will soon become more vocal in most countries of
the region, which, despite their so-called demo-
cratic constitutions, operate under all kinds of
restrictions. There is no certainty what the call
for a changc will remain confined to Thailand,
Indonesia. Singapore and Malaysia. The wind will
— and, we believe, should — reach Myanmar. At
some stage. it will also reach South Asia, perhaps
cven Bangladesh, when people will start asking
themselves how democracy can function better
than before, with increased participation of the
electorate in the declalnn*malptzlg process for the
good of the country as a whole.

The Unfunny Faces
of Shishu Park

Much is amiss wilh the Shishu Park. The Daily
Star revealed on Thursday that almost all of its
mechanical contraptions offering different kinds
of fun rides. specially the popular Ferris Wheel,
have outlived their safety warranty period by two
years. Bad maintenance has compounded this fact
lo make Lhings highly risky for children. In point
of fact. all the visitors to the park are not chil-
dren, which is another of the many things wrong
there, and as many aduit visitors unkno
51:{: into the dangerous traps there as do the
children. If not more.

Lack ol any thoughts about replacement and
modernisation is built into the scheme of things
of most Bangladesh enterprises and undertakings.
We advisedly refrain from pointing at the lack of
rtsitarcl; in everything that all_ one point of time
or another seems (o be go ine as a nmama'
and uselul cog in the w}%mlil%hat Is our state an
soclety. For all such cogs we import in finished
packages and not even in a CKD condition which
could save much money and compel us to go for a
little tinkering leading to a better understa
of these things — which research is all about.
Well, we buy the Ferris Wheel and the merry-go-
rounds and the toy trains etc, in perfectly park-
worthy condition and run them down to unwor-
thy states without doing much about pro
their life or throwing out parts or wholes out o
the window If found unserviceable. Here is where
the whole thing is [undamentally flawed. But this
is far [rom unique — the affairs of the state and
government. of our collective existence, so to say.
is flawed in the same manner. Without g for
effecting a radical and wholesale change of the si-
tuation, which Is neither practicable nor le,
one could take a good leap forward by ta the
prospective victims of the Shishu Park contrap-
tions into conlidence and make public the dire
facts. The Daily Star story has done that. This we
laﬁtazardmg a bit of bashful self-patting.

¢ Dhaka Shishu Park is the only recreation
park for children in the country. Why? There are,
of course, many more spots wearing s of
Shishu Park strewn around the urban of

ladesh, — and some of them are in Dhaka
too. But they have nothing to substantiate their
claim to the name. What was the point — the pol-
icy —behind setting up one simple juvenile recre-

ation park for the whole of the country? And wE!

was "learning” tot counted out from "
when planning this lone ranger? You have -
ing there to induce or entice the child to take in-

terest in thi leading to greater and
and mhgsmcnts Ife. Just fun is m
at was this Ramna sh modelled on?

The insinuation of corruption ridding the small
body of the 83-crew park that earns 80 lakh a
year. is quite in keeping with the unhealthful en-
try yard — crowded by sellers of the dirtiest food
one can conceive of — and their wares. The na-
tion wouldn't surely have died if the one and
Shishu Park was not built by a military dictator.
we want to keep it, feeling that the nation’s chil-
dren deserve at least this, we must lu:egcl’t'pm
erly. And build at least a hundred ot
more sincerity and mﬁmu\on than ma
deal with a contractor and taking hefty
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Wl belween
our aciivitiea and environ
mental constraints The
Oreenhouse Effect has recently
been & global concern
somelime without! understand
ing its real significance. It s
however obvious that human
activilies are ol

local and regronal. but the
environment as well
global ¢

many [aces' omsone :
tropical deforestation. deserts
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hectares to be planted by for-
est., Over the past several
decades, scientists’ under-
standing of the complexities of
the carth system has evolved
to the point where now
recognize that the compo-
nents of the system — the at-
mos , Oceans, land, and
associated beings inchud-
ing humans are intricately in-
tertwined. A change in one
part of the earth system has
repercussions for other parts
— often in ways that are nei-
ther obvious nor immediately

apparent.

To dramatize the above

g
:

Inrlphﬂ

its natural resources al maxi-
mum without vigorous effort
lor regenerating those. As a re-
sult, in course of few decades

problems at grassroots level.
Both the Government and pri-
vale organizations generally
lind an excuse by oth-
ers and doing very little to
avert or solve the problems.
This is not to say that we
should not rally be with the
Global Environmental
Movement. What we should do
first is to have a ‘clean your
own house first’ approach. In
other words, we should exe:
Cule our own programmes

assistance. This is
rellance and devel -

opment programme. Many of

a sell-

our major environmental
are local and created

our own activities and mod

every day. No
maore ime is lefl. In our -

c forest, of our country
has lined very fast. |
stands now at low,

about 7 per cent of lnndmass

range. There is hardly any for-
est stand in the weslern,

northern and or part of the
central region of the country
Sitmilar in Myanmar
is 67%. Indonesia 64%,

Malaysia 62%. Philippincs
57%, Hongkong 32%, Ncpal

oxygen in a o a fam-
ity of five mtm:’ﬁn the
whole year. As an effective
wind breakers, tree reduece
wind velocity, wind erosion
and desiccation. Indeed, the
role of the trees as a sofl stabi-

lzer, affording protection both
against water and wind ero-

sion, is of major importance in
maintaining envirornimental
quality. You will realize the
importance of tree in our e if
you visit the Hongkong
University campus. On a ttanik
board shines. 'Save a Tree,
Save Tomorrow .

A historic example of the
cffeet of deforestation and
overploughing is all too plain
vistble in North Afriea,
was once the fertile granary of
the Roman Empire. Now Is
largely a desert or near desert
whose people are fed with

The Dusi Bowl experience of
1930s In America
rcmains another vivid lesson
on the lolly of destruction of
forest treea and
Relorestation and |
method of culttvation has
lurned this Great Plains again
inte a ferttle and most
productive wheat growing land
in the world.

Americans, Asian green cru-
saders or environmental ac-

livists are also active over
the last decade. have al-
ready made a significant im-
pact in H Indonesta,
Thatiland, india, and

Malaysia. To mention few, even
with 40%

pressure in 1990. Strong re-
sistance has been launched
against World Bank financed
gigantic Normada Mult! pur-
pose project in India.

Malaysian greens have
pushed loggers .
Endau-Rompin rainforest,
stooped construction of twe
major dams and blocked a
chemical waste dump In Perak
state. The Korean Anti
Pollution Movement called for
a nationwide boycott in April
last year, South Korea's first,

and .
The company was found dump-
ing massive amounts of toxic
chemicals into the Naktong-
rfver. Over 28,000 supermar-
kets removed Doosan's

products from their shelves.

Recently, public pressures
are griting so strong that many
in Asia are in-

mrﬂ ments
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contribution
o stop rainforest destruction

tion of Philippine forests and
unchecked cutting in the East
Malaystan states of Sabah and
Sarawak, and Papua New

!

scenario many environmental which do not need external 26% and in India. 24%. Deside  foods imported from outside. and take action against pollu- Development Bank and FAO.
IGHT months before

the scheduled hand-
over of power in Nig-
eria to an elected civilian

guered by crises.
., there were the

outbreaks of vioclence at Lagos
bus stops, triggered by a
scarcity of petrol and diesel ofl
that created long qucues ai
pump stations and kept many
buses off the roads. The few
transporters operating in-
creased [ares by as much as
300 per cent, provoking vio-
lent reactions [rom com-
muters. Governmen! cars and
offices near the scenes of vio-
lence were burnt and two
state-owned banks wcre
sacked.

Then in May, university
students staged a peaceful tho-
day protest against “the mort-
gaging of the future of our
youths® and the parlous state of
the Nigerian economy,

In all the cities where the
prolests occurred, business
aclivities were halted. Ondo
State's civilian governor, Bami-
dele Olumilua, appealed for
calm and patience on stale
radio, although he expresscd
sympathy for the protest.

1 speak 1o you today,” he
said, "with some anguish in my
heart about the present situa-
tion in our state and Nigeria as
a whole, the social restlessness
occasioned by a downturn in
our eco . the high levels of
unemployment, the escalating
prices of food and fucl

The troubled military re-
gime also appealed for calm,
promising that the fuel scar-
city end in 72 hours.

the students wan-
ted a peaceful I!'I-I.;_'l.‘h. hood -
lums and an army o urzrzby-
ed youngsters cnsu |
became violent. Scared wor-

Nigeria Lurches toward De

MmocCracy

as 1ts People Become Poorer
Bayo Onanuga writes from Lagos

The military regime that governs Nigeria is promising to hand over power to a demo-
cratically-elected civilian government in January, but the country’s chaotic economy is

threatening to disrupt the smooth transition. Gemini News
strikes, and other problems facing the troubled President Ibra

Nigeria may still witness more

policics that are adversely

Service reports on the riots,
him Babangida.

page advertisement in the gov-

i liotiionil i i it s Seiriatotnic wol bbbt sl s B

kers and motorists stayed at
home: work came to a virtual
halt; cars were burnt; three
supermarkets were looted and

10 banks were vandalised.
Riot police moved ontlo the

streets the second day. In the
states of and Ondo, cight
rioters were killed and
another 330 arrested.

As calm returns o the
allected cities and as the
losses inflicted by the rage are
counled, observers believe

unrest before January's han-
dover of power. University
teachers and workers are
threatening new strikes if the
governmen! docs nol move fast
enough w0 hait declining living
standards

The government gave 25
million Naira (about $].35 mil-
ion) to cach federal university
in April, but it appears thc
money is not enough for their
needs.

In the scven years of Presi-
dent Ibrahim DBabangida's
regime, Nigeria's universitics
have lost a third of their
brighlest lecturers to Europe,
America and other buovamt
African countries. More teach-
ers are leaving while student
enrolment has increased from
135,000 in 1985 to about
200,000 in 199].

Last weck, the university
teachers made it explicit
where they stood in the milicu
of economic crisis : against the
government. “Students madc
their own demands,” said
Attahiru Jega, leader of the
teachers’ union. "The totality of
their demand, action and
courage we saluted and urged
the government to reverse the

afllecting the Nigerian public.”

The forces ranged against
the Babangida regime in f{ts
apparent twilight are many and
varicd. Bankers who used o
benefit from unmonitored for-
eign exchange regulations are
complaining against new,
tighter measures. The Central
Bank of Nigeria reported
recently that some of the
banks may collapsc because of
the new measurcs.

Manufacturcrs arc also un-
happy with the Babangida
regime. Production costs have
cscalated and many [actorics
are producing less than 20 per
cent of their capacity. Sales arc
low and stall are threatened
with lay -offs.

Even the army appears no
longer in solid support of the
military regime. Although the
government recently spent
more than a billion Naira to
buy cars as gifts for military of-
ficers, speculations in recent

altempled coups in the army
and the secret trials of those
involved,

in May, the army took the
unusual step of buying a full-

ernment-controlled Dally
Times, enjoining soldicrs to
remain sicadlast in their sup-
port lor government and dis-
coyunting suggestions that the
Babangida regime wanted to
perpetuate itself in power,
“The target date for a handover
remains u
January 19983," it declared.
Atop everything, the Ba-
bangida regime is haunted by
the appalling state of the coun-
try's economy, which suflfered
in March from a 100 per cent
devaluation of the Nigerian
currency. The drastic action
was at the behest of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and
the World Bank, which wanted
the official exchange rate to be
at par with the black market
rale.
Two months later, that
is yet to be achieved and for-
eign creditors are expected to
call in an estimated 85 billion
debt due for this year.
Prices responded crazily to
the devaluation, and hyper-in-
flation has resulted, with wa-
ges remaining static and
buying power plummcting
President Dabangida, in a
widely-read interview, appca-

His response was to sum-
mon a meeting of an en
National Council of States.
Counctl, comprising traditional
rulers, past heads of state and
past speakers of the National

, met In in
mzn the mﬂw
naton.

As a public relations ploy,
President did net
get all the dividends he
wanied. Two former military
leaders of N who have
publicly criticised
stayed away, and some ol
leaders who did attend
deplored the hardship in the
country- and asked Babangida

to bring succour to the people.
Now is faced

h further controversy from
the recent census, which put
the country's northern popula-
tion at 8 million greater thgn
the South. Some states are al-
ready d ting the mlﬂ and
one has to the courts
for redress. Analysts predict
some unguarded reactions as
the census are tied to
political power and revenue

when the

primary clection is held in
August, there will be more
than 60 contestors. Will the
losers accept the verdict of the
volers? )

Eight months before power
is transferred, the survival of
the Babangide regime will
depend on how it is able to
manocuvre itself the
threatening flashpoints of
trouble.

BAYO ONANUGA (s a Nige-
rian freelance journalist.

address.
Electric bills
Sir, The hanest and regu-
larly paying consumers are [ac-
ing immense trouble to get the
correct electric bills in time
from the PDB/DESA mecter
readers. In most cascs they do
not go to the spot for meter
reading. Rather they cook the

meter reading and Issuc esti-
mated bill for payment, which

- Is very far from actual readings.

In most cases when actual
reading is taken, it is found to
exceed the 200 units limit at
lower rate. So the customers
are to pay at the higher rate
lexceeding 200 units), which
occurred due to sending of es-
timated bills in previous
months. To avoid this the cus-
tomers are to run to the elec-
tric office with meter readings
at the end of each month. This
sort of practice is also not
liked by the bill makers.

To avold such problems all
customers should be su
with self-billing books, Lo pre-
parc their own bills and pre-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

sentl to the bank concerncd
(like that of gas bill). The me-
icr readers should from time
to time check the bill books, f

those are noted as meter
rcadings, if the bills were pre-
parcd as r rates of the
DESA, etc. [Elore supply of Bill
Book underwritings may be
taken from the customers that
t would pay the bills under
scll-billing system regularly as
per rates declared by the
DESA, fafling which they would
be ready to {ace the disconnec-
tion of line. This system may
be tried, with the conditions
followed rigidly by the domes-
tic consumers.

M S Hag
Mohammuadpur, Dhaka.

Unlimited
lawlessness
Sir, Mr Shameem Ahmad's
tirade (Star, Opinion, 18)

against the flourishing of un-
bridled lawlessness in the

country is a malter of great
concern to all peace loving cit-
izens.

But the politicians and the
government do not seem to be
concerned at all. Or, the fv-
ernment is ulterly incapable of
taking deterrent measures for
democracy to be practised in a
law-abiding manner.

Why the authorities allow
hartals to disrupt services at
national level, such as blocking
of national highways, uprooting
of rails, etc? These offences
should be made punishable by
law,

According lo my amateurish
understanding, | hold the
politicians responsible for not
discouraging or rather encour-
aging non-democratic prac-
tices to serve Lheir own ends.
It is time the union leaders are
also warned publicly that they
would not be allowed to in-
dulge Iin activities which are
not in public inlerest; other-
wise they would be arrested, to
face the court of law.

What price we are paying
for "popularity™ What is
with being tough with the mis-
guided “leaders” who misuse
thetr leadership? The show of
numbers on a wrong proce-
dure cannot make the proce-
dure right. "Bichar chat”
should apply against the
leaders also, political or
otherwise. Al present, they

know they can gecl away with
almost anything, backed by
frenzied “supporters” or fol-
lowers.

The government should
squarely face such illegal
showdowns by the undesirable
elements, ruthlessly crush
all unlawful activities h are
indulged tn the name of
"democracy.”

Routine life should go on in
spite of all hartals. The non-
hartal citizens have the demo-
cratic right to carry on non-vi-
olent routine outdoor activi-

ties, without supperting any of
the hartal parties or groups.

What right have the hartal
groups got to coerce the whole
nation to take part in their ac-
tivities? Why others have no
right to differ? How disruption
is democratic?

Il a person, vehicle or shop
is attacked, or a blockade is
sct up, the should stop
it forthwith (these are not
"strike” activities), and use
force i necessary, il other
measures fail, such as lathi
dw{elnd the use of tear gas.
Half-hearted measures never
work with those who deliber-
ately plan disruption activities
to achieve their ends. It ap-
pears that the government can
never ﬁ the upper hand, and
drag the situation into long
negotiations, while the whole
nation suffers from indecision

of the law cnforcing agencies.
In which country do we see
the police acling as mcre
speclalors?
How can the government
allow the rule of the jungle 1o
il? situations get out
m mml of the authori-
ties? If we have a government,
where is it hiding? The citi-
zens are fed up with this type
of life in Bangladesh. Don’t ask
me to leave the country!

der active assistance to

friend in . The saying
., "A friend in need is a
indeed.”

says can never nourish
friendship, rather it
— friend's =
It reminds the quote —
my money my

riend

I lent my money to my
friend,

| asked my money of my
friend

I lost my money and my
friend.”
But despite all the above

sayings, may | ask one question

— whether in a where
men are to live together can
they shun the idea of sccking
co-operation of friend or can
one kecp himself indifferent
when his [rlend is in distress
and trying hard to keep his ex-
istence? If | do fail to get the
assistance of a friend when |
need most, what is the use of
my having such a friend at all?
In this problematic and trou-
ble-ridden society, living alone
and seif-cen is rather a
curse and the possible and

sitive assistance from a

sk w g
matter of signifi-

cance without which the world

and the we live in will
be virtually unfit for human
habftation. And how one can be
called a friend i he
chooses o his eyes shut
when his friend needs his as-

sistance to come oul of the
distress he s In? Thus a
“balanced friendship” is the
desired thing indeed.

8 M Hussain



