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A New Faith for Unity and Peace

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

May 20th is a special day for over 8 millton
Bahais all over the world. On this day they
commemorate the hundredth anntversary ol
the “ of thetr spiritual leader Ba-
m- : which, started according to
Calendar from April 1992, has been
as a holy year during which signifi-
happen in the world. But what-
the Bahais are converned with
fve: to create a world of peace
the unity of mankind. This is

by making a melting pot of the
., this objective will be accom
the acceptance of those very charmac-
teristics that make people different. through
love of God and humanity

The Bahat Centre on Circuit lHouse road has
been TNII‘ in this lar building since

hished in over 800 languages

The Bahai Centre in Dhaka is only one of the
120,000 centres worldwide. In Bangladesh
there are about 4000 localities where Bahats
ltve with around 50,000 registered Bahat fami-
les from all social and economic backgrounds.
This centre like all other Bahat centres, has a
§-member local spiritual assembly that is
clected by the Bahal community. Every 19 days
the centre arranges a feast held on the first
day ol cach Bahal month. It may be mentioned
that there are nineteen months cach having
nincteen days in the Bahal calendar, the num-
ber 9 having spectal spiritual significance

The Bahai Centre also irnwvoives ftsell in soctal
activitics. Universal education being one of the
main themes of the Bahal Faith, the centre has
established a school for slum children. With a

1970 although the faith itsclfl came to this part nominal fee of Tk 5 per month, these children
of the world about 120 years ago. Entering the get primary education, periodic medical
building, which s quite casy, since there are  check-ups and health education. Bahais do not
no guards to stop you, onc immediaicly experi-  believe in handing out alms to poeople; they be-
ences a sense of peace and tranquillity in the  Bove the only way o help is 1o make people
spotiessly cle- scll-rellant. In
an lbrary and Rajshaht a
cool mosalc puvrmancnt
floors. The :e modical clinic
ople at | has been sef
cenire arc up for women
warm and gra and children.
clous, speak All this is in
ing in soll line with an-
tones as if in a other basic
church. At thg, [Jahai theme —
Bahat Centre the equality of
anyone is wel- men and
come, NO mal- women. Ac-
ter what his/ cording to Ba-
her religion, haullah wom-
ethnicity eor cn have nol
political aflili- been able to
allon. excrcise their
The Bahal full potential
Faith is one ol beeause they
the youngest have not got
and fastesl adcquate edu-
relig- cational and
ions of the social oppor-
world. It was tunitics. With
founded in the education,
mid -nineteen- is predicted,
th century by "women will
Bahaullah, a abolish war-
Persian pro fare among
phetic figure mankind.”
who devoted With a large
his entire life pool of doc-
to impart the tors in the Ba-
doctrines ol hat communi-
the faith to ty. the Centre
the world. Al- has also ar-
though it has ranged medi-
its origins cul camps to
from an [slam- help vietims
¢ matrix, the of Noods and
Bahal Faith is - - - —— cyclones.
an indepen- The emerging plobal religion. Scminars
dent religion llustration . Helen Rutherford. and awarcness

and not a sect of Islam as is often believed

The Bahai Faith is HT in that ft universally
accepts the validity of all other faiths — wheth-
er Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism
etc. The Bahais belicve that all religions are an
integral part of onec divine plan. This stems
from the idea of evolution ol religion that is,
ev religion has its relevance for specific
periods, the Bahai Faith being the latest, ap-
propriate for the present age the world s in.

This acceptance ol all religions, cthnic
groups, nationalities possibly accounts for the
wide spread of te laith all over the worid.
One-third of the 8 million Bahais ltve in one or
the other of the two largest national communi-
ties: India and Iran and they are still being per
secuted in the latter country. In spite of perse-
cution and skepticism, the Bahat Faith has
managed to becomie a recognized, independent
religion. Today there are 30,000 elected local
spiritual assemblics functioning in over two
hundred independent states and major territo-
ries. It is estimated that its membership rep-
rescnts over two thousand arcas of the world.
Bahai literature has been translated and pub-

'Zia's ideals won't perish’

Leader of the House
ruddoza Chowdhury
Thursday called for ting
and upholding the ideals and
philosophy of Shaheed Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman, reporls
BSS.

He said "1t is President Zia

Depu
Prof

it exists.”

the

R&H Tender Invitation Notice

Tender No. 232/EE/1991-92.

Name of Work

As per schedule.

2% ol estimated cost (in favour of
Executive , R&H, Workshop

Division, ).

20 (twenty) days from the date of

ISSUI Work Order.

‘A" 1o 'C' class contractor, R&H, D'
class contractor, Workshop Circle,
Dhaka and 'E’ class contractor of

this Division.

Per set including

;lgm can be
/=

Dhaka/ Executive Engineer, R&H,
Equi Control Division, Dhaka.
up 1o 1200 Noon.

8-6-92 at 12-30 pm.

graﬁj 10088-23/5

who gave us separate identity
through his conception of
Bangladeshi nationalism. He
will be rememberced by the

pcople of this country, so long

Prof Chowdhury. who is also
Vice-Chairman

Supply of spare parts and
materials for repair to Asphait
piant of Road Division-1, Dhaka.

Bangladesh Form
purchased at Tk
(non-refundabie)
Workshop Division/Equipment
Control Division, Dhaka/Equipment
Control Division/Planning and
Programming Division, Dhaka

programmes on social issues such as drug
abuse, disarmament and equality ol sexes are
also a preoccupation for the Centre.

All these activities are carried out with pure
altruistic motives and there is no attempt
made to convert anyone through obligation, a
practice that is strictly prohibited by faith.
Acceptance of the religion has to be through
free will without any kind of coercion.

The Bahat Faith advocates three basic princi-

ples — the oncness of God, the onencss of
mankind and the fundamental unity of relig-
jons. With these three themes forming their
foundation, the Bahai world community has
embarked upon a crusade to bring about uni-
versal peace and security. At the local level the
Bahai Centre works forward bringing together
people of diverse backgrounds and guiding
them towards a path of peace through humant-
ty and tolerance. This preoccupation with
peace. in itscll, seems to justify the claim of
the Bahai Faith as a progressive religion for to-
day's turbulent worid.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party,
was speaking as the chiel guest
at a discussion marking thc
11th death anniversary ol
President Ziaur Rahman in the
city.

rﬂrgnntmd by the Eden Uni-
versity College students union,
the discussion was presided
over by the mlleg Principal
and President of students
union Jahan Ara m.

State minister for Commu-
nications Fazlur Rahman at-
tended the discussion as the
special guest while acting edi-
tor of Dinkal Syed Zalar,
convenor of the Jatiyatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha
(JASAS) Amjad Hossain, poct
Mosharral Karim, president of
city Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
Abul Khayer Bhutyan and Vice-
President of the Eden Univer-
sity College Students Union
Helen Zerin Khan took part in
the discussion.

Prof Chowdhury said the
Bangladeshi nationalism cov-
ered all the aspects — lan-
guage, culture, history and

geography of the country.

The deputy leader of the
house said Shaheed Zia was a
successful soldier, freedom

fighter, politiclan, president
and above all an honest person.

The BNP leader said Ziaur
Rahman entered into politics
to ensure the rights of the
common people and safeguard
the independence of the coun-
try.

Siate Minister for Commu-

of

from

Divi

High tributes to President Zi-
aur Rahman and said he would
be remembered for ever for
his idcals.

Though President Zia was
killed, his ideals cannot be
eliminated, Rahman said.

nications Fazlur Rahman paid |

CHITTAGONG, May 28: An
imw
o in thega!
trading of ivory and elephant
bones in sh and a
number of wild eclephants
were killed in Bandarban and
Cox's Bazar forest arems during
the past months, BSS.
A well Informed source
connected with Wild Life
Preservation and Nature Con-

in -

Metropolitan

cently.

One kilogram of ivory sclls
at Taka 4000 while one kg of
bones sells at Taka 2000 lo-

, the source sadd.
source said the smug

glers group and its local ao
complices are very powerful
and even went o the ex-
tent of threatening the in-
formed sources with dire con-
sequences il their fllegal cle-
phant hunting was divuiged to
the te authority. The
vory smugglers maintain link
with some sm rs in Hong
Ko Some fishing trawlers
in Bay of Bengal are al

legedly engaged In transport-
ing the vory and bones from

Bangladesh to their destina-
tons.

The source sald some for
est officials are aware of the il-
killing of ele ts In
Dulahazara and Chakkirani
forests, but they dared not to
take any action against the il

hunters.
According to Wild Life

Preservation Act-1974, ele-
phant killers can be jafled for
seven a fine of Taka
mw
The source said the tvory
I-Hﬂhh:: and thetr accom-
been operating in
m.mm.
and Dulahazara forest areas
but the concerned au
had rematined as silent ob-
servers. The hunters
reporiedly used and -
fles while killing the ele-
phants. The tvory :
the source llkmd‘m
involved in illegal hervin anc
cocaine trades in those arcas
Blaming the concerned of

ficials the source repented
that Chunati Wild Lifc Sanctu-

ary an area of 19,177
stroyed by a group of unsc-
rupulous people by cutling
trees, bamboos etc. and
hunting deer, serrow (wild
gnat), wild foul, black cat and

other wild animals and birds
Dochalia range in the sanc

Members of the Thal com-
munity in Dhaka Thursday
for those who died on

suits lighted candles at the
Dharmarajika Monast al
Basabo and in solemn
silence for salvation of the de-

parted souls.

They also placed wreaths at
the altar of ha on which
letters on a black piece of pa-
per said "To the brave Thails
who dared to challenge the
machine guns with their bare
hands. { Ambassador in

Bangladesh were among the

By Staff Correspondent

MOUTMETS.

AL least 48 people werre
killed and hundreds an
troops viclently suppressed
pro-democracy demonstration
in down town Bangkok. capital
of Thafland.

However, according to an
unoffictal tally, the number of
deaths might be In the“hun-
dreds. »

Thai ctvilians, particularly
the country's middle class,
which was fed up with the

dominance of politics,
took to the streets after a
coalition of pro-military partics
on May 7 named Suchinda
Kraprayoon as the countrys
Prime Minister. Suchinda (58),
a former chief of Thai army,
led a military coup which top-

Thais pa homage to
of democratic movement

Flu! an clected
chruary last year.

Talking to the Dafly Star, a
Thai citizen in Dhaka, Kannika
Marco said the mourning was
arranged “to express our soli-
darity with those who sacri-
ficed their lives.”

However, she declined 1o
comment on the present polit
ical situation in Thafland or
the role of the coalition during
the movement. There are
about 50 Thal citizens living In
Divadea.

A message [rom the Thal
community in Dhaka said
Sunday that “although the
fighting has stopped, the ha-
tred and pain remain, and a
true democracy in Thalland is
still a far cry.”

Creation of new posts 1n
govt colleges demanded

The Executive Commitlee
of the BCS General Education
Assoctation at a meeting held
in the city Wed de-
manded immediate imp n-
tation of the decisions that
were taken in a meeting of the

Education Min and the as-
sociation on 23 last, re-
ports BSS,

The meeting held with the
association president Profcssor
Naziruddin Ahmed in the chair
said that the teachers directly
recruited by the Public Service
Commission have been suffer-
ing in case of promotions as

new posts could not be created
in the newly nationalised col-

leges.

The mecting demanded the
creation of posts in
the newly nationalised col-
keges, initiative of the authori-
ties te promote 20 per cenl
reserve posts through PSC
immediately after June 30
next, recruitment of lecturers
in 3,000 vacant posts fmmedi-
ately and ensuring of the .
motion of lecturers
Junec 30 and creation of pro-
molion opportunities for thc
gazciled librarians.

The meeting decided to
hold the regional conference

8:00 ﬂrntng announcement
“Quran
Programme summary
B:10 News in Bangla
8:15 Cartoon: Mutant Ninja
Turtles
IE:UD Documentary film on
The lar World
9:30 The Speciacu or
of Guiness Records
10:00 News in English
10:06 Moner Mukurey
11:16 National Geographic
Explorer
12:15 Evening programme
summary
12:30 Closing.
Evening Session:
3:00 ?TIHMMHHMI
“Quran
Prmmlumm-r{.
3:12 Recitation from the
Tripitak
3:15 Alore Dishari (Religious
rogramme)
3:40 of the Week
5:10 News in Bangla
5:30 Sports programme: |
Foo
6:45 Anu Paromanu
7:06 Sangeecla (Songs
programme)
8:00 News in Bangla
8:30 Eurotops
9:00 Antaranga (Magazine
programme)
10:00 News in English
10:30 Special programme on
Nazrul
11:30 Khabar News
11:40 Saturday’s programme
summary
11:45 Closing.

for Dhaka city in the first weck
of August and the annual con-
ference of the association in
October next.

A 25-member committee of
Dhaka r branch of
the association with principal
Abdus Shaheed as president,
and Kaflluddin as general scc
retary was formed.

==

JS body on
Civil Aviation
meet held

The fourth mecting of the
Parlfamentary Standing Com
mittee on Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Tourtsm was held
at the Jattya Sangsad in Dhaka
Wednesday, reports BSS,

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan presided over the
meeting.

belore -

Last batch of Army

N

personnel belonging to the Infantry

Battalion of the Bangladesh Army leaving Zia
International Airport for Bangkok Thursday on their way

— IS PR photo

By Staff Correspondent
Rain or shower accompanied by temporary gusty or squally
wind is likely at many places over Khulna division, at a few
places over Dhaka and Chittagong divisions and at one or two
places ,over Rajshahi division during the next 36 hours

commencing 8 pm Thursday.

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged

over

the country during the period, Meteorological office forecast

Little chl.l"l'l'.' in weather would be noticed in subsequent

two
Rainfall was
country during the

rted from nearly 20 places over the
lNBIF:;I 24 hours ended 6 pm Thursday.

The sun sets in Dhaka today (Friday) at 6.4]1 pm and rises

tomorrow (Saturday) at 5.1 1 am.

The highest temperature of 36.3 degree Celsius was

recorded in Chuadanga.

Te rature and humidity recorded at important cities
and towns on Thursday were:

Cities/Towns  Temperature in degree Celsius  Humidity
in percen

s Max Min ®am 6 pm

Dhaka 32.9 26.0 87 74
Chit 31.8 24.0 77 82
mﬁ" 34.5 23.6 B8 64
Khulna 34.0 24.2 78 78
Barisal 31.0 23.0 02 85
Cox's Bazar 31.0 25.0 79 B6
Sylhet 31.8 22.0 07 68
Rangpur 33.5 24.0 80 63
Chuadanga 36.3 24.0 77 59

rllinl

{

T Buily Star 3

Int’l smugglers.engaged in illegal
trading of ivory, elephant bones

Facilities for
exporters

Chunati Wild Life | the exporters to enable them
established in | to boost export, reports BSS.
1986 is not taken said the exporters
care and iis destruction rate s loan for shipping and
mm.ﬂ:w pﬂuﬂmﬁ;ﬂﬂ—
urce added emption of taxes, of
There are 20 to 50 cle- | adeguate fund for businessmen
ts not ties 2

their food as bamboos are | als i
indiscriminately extracted The seminar held under the
Elcphants prefer eating bam- | auspices of Export P‘:munn
boo plants. The ciephants are | Bureau (EPH) Chittagong as
lcaving the sanctuary because part of national export training
of the fear from the hunters as | programme was by
well as shortage of food, nay, | MKM Salehin. of pol-
other wild animals and birds | jcy and planning EPB, Dhaka
are leaving the sanctuary be- | while loeal direttor Abdul Ma-
cause of constant disturbances | jid Bhutyan presided NK
by hunters and iliegal timber | Bharduaz, export development
ex!racters. | and promotion project coord:-

The source was of the | nator, UNDP, was the

opinion that if legal actions | speaker at the seminar

on f I

representatives from bank.
autonomous bodies and cxport

houses attended the seminar.

presents

A Retrospective of Satyajit Ray's Films
at the High Commission Auditorium
(House No. 25, Road No. 2, Dhanmondi R.A.)

Shatranj Ke Khilari (Hindi)
| Sonar Kella (Bengali)
. Ganashatru (Bengali)
Samapti (Bengali)
Chare Baire (Bengali)
Show time :

24
7-11

June
June
June 14-18
Jure 21-25
June 28-30.
6.30 pm. Passes are available at the Infor-

mation Wing of the HighCommission (PhoneNo. 507743)
for the film shows on first-come-first-served basis.
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houses) at
Mali

Office of the Tax Commissioner
2nd 12-storey Govt Building (1st Floor)

House Wanted on Rent

Wanted more or less 17000 Sq f space (in one or more

, Maghbazar and adjacent area for the offices
under Tax Zone-6, Dhaka. Houses on main road and with
parking facility are preferred. Please contact the
undersigned immediately with expected rent.

Sub-tax Tax Commissioner
(Sadar-Admin)
DFPG) 10184-24/5 Tax Zone-6, Dhaka
G-659 Phone : 416351

Tax Zone-6

Segunbagicha, Dhaka

Segunbagicha, Kakrail, Shantinagar,

M A Wazed Mia

BCIC
Tender Notice

RFEERr 7 7 PR wTeT wafey adte

Managing Director, Chhatak Cement Co.
Ltd., Chhatak, Sunamgonj invites sealed
tenders from job related experienced parties
for supply, installation and commissioning of
one 10+100 Line Digital PABX including a
telephone network. Tenders shall be received
up to 11-00 hrs. on 08-06-92 and opened
immediately thereafter in presence of bidders/
representatives, if any. Tender documents

available from (I) The Controller of Accounts,

BCIC, BCIC Bhaban,
Commercial' Area,

Chhatak

30-31, Dilkusha
Dhaka-1000_  and (II)

Cement Co. Ltd., Chhatak,

Sunamgonj and upon cash payment of non-
refundable cost of Tk. 500.00 (Five hundred)

only. No tender document will be sold on the
opening date.

CCCL will not be responsible for any cost or
expenses incurred by the bidders in connection
with the preparation or submission of bids
including cost and expenses related to any visit

to the Project Site.

BCIC 417-19/5
DFP (BA) 45641-20/5




