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UNITED NATIONS, May 27
: Secre General DBoutros
hutm expressed con-

over the esca
h!hn -I' viclence in the Middle
East, which he said could
jeapardise peace efforts, and
urged maximum restraint on
all sides, reports Reuter

*The Secretary General is
decply concerned by the re
cenl escalation ol vielence in
the Middle East in which Is
raclis, Lebanese and Palesting
ans have been killed and in
jured. He deplores the loss of
innocent lfe,” a statement is-
sued through a UN spokesman
sakd.

“The Secrctary-Gencral be-
lleves that a continuation of
hostilitties can only heighicn
tensions in the region and
might cven jeopardise the el
forts thal arc presently under
way lo resolve the Arab-lsrael
condlict. He urges all swdes W
exerrisc maximum restraint so

that the momentum achieved
thus far in the peace process
may be sustained,” the state-
mentl concluded.

Vielence erupted in south-
ern Lebanon last week when
pro-lranian Hizbollah militants
alltacked positions of the ls-
racli-backed South Lebanon
Army (SLA), killing an SLA
man and capturing four others.

lsracli planes and hell-
copters have launched re-
peated raids against Hizbollah
targets in southern Lebadon
and in the Syrian-peoliced
Bekka Valley, killing at least
17 people.

In addition, three Islamic
militants and an Isracli border
policeman were killed in a
shootoul in the Gaza Strip on
Sunday, touching off two days
of clashes in which Israeh
troops wounded scores ol
Palestinians

An Israecli schoolgirl was
stabbed to death on Sunday
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Afghan President Sibg

Mojaddedi aPPeals for aid: wicrim

llah Mojadded!|

on Tuesday

appealed for Internlunn-.l aid for IJ'H: reconstruction ol hln
war-devastated country, Reuter reports from [slamabad.

Mojaddedi made the appeal, specially directed to Muslim

countries and the dewelo
hosted by Pakistani Pres

world, in a speech at a dinner
t Ghulam Ishaq Khan, hours after

he arrived on a two-day state visit.
"The economically poor but rich at heart Alfghan people are
in need of every kind of assistance for the reconstruction of

their motherland and hope that [

countries will not

forget them at a time when they have initiated the process ol

reconstruction.”
arrived yes
country that helped his

for his first state visit to the

la coalition take power from a

collapsed communist government.

Storm leaves 27 dead in Myanmar:

storm struck five townships in western Myanmar's

Hikhinl.' state killing 27 persons, according to an olflicial
report here Wednesday, Xinhua says from Yangon.

On May 19, the storm struck Taungur, Thandwe, Manaung,
Kyaukphyu and Ramree townships of the state. As a resull, 27
persons and 182 cattle were killed, 19 people were reported
missing.

During the storm, a total of 433 houses were destroyed
and 24 powered boats were lost.

PLO condemns Israeli raids: m
Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO)} condemned [sracli
raids in South Lebanon on Tuesday, saying they threatenced
the Middle East peace process, Reuter reports from Tunis.

"The Palestinian leadership follows with great concern the
savage aggressions launched by the Israeli forces against the
Lebanese villages and the Palestinian camps, a I'LO
spokesman said in a statement published in Tunis.

What the Isracli army is doing reveals the atrocious [ace of
this criminal ion nst Lebanon and the Arab nation
at the time the peace process is going on, the stawcment said.

It requested that the United States assun its responsibil-
ities in front of Yitzhak Shamirs government and fts eriminal
bands.

syt
US condoles Pl:uhg Habib's death:
The US State Department, for m Philip Habib worked for
37 years, expressed "deep regrets and sadness” over the
death of the lormer diplomat in France al the age of 72, AFP
re from Washington.

Philip Habib was a man of greal courage, unparalleled te-
nacity, high intellect and decp warmth, said siatc department
spokesman Richard Boucher.

“His accomplishments in the Middle East, Asia and Latin
America made a profound contribution to American foreign
policy and lefl an enduring legacy, he added.

Habib began his diplomatic career in 1949 and retired for
the final final time in 1986. During that time, he helped
defuse several international situations and is credited for
bringing Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Isracli Prime
Minister Menachim Begin to the negotiating table in 1977.

5 Kurds killed in Turkish raid:

Turkish aircraft pounded positions inside Iraq o
killing five Iragi Kurds and wounding four, wll Infurnmd
sources reported, AFP says from Zakho.

The rajd targeted the Iraqi-Turkish border region of Kani-
Masi, the sources in northern Iraq said, adding that the decad
fell in the village of Dire, a Christian Kurdish dominated town.

Turkish aircraft bombed the Kani-Masi valley and ncigh-
bouring hills which had served as a refuge to lraqi Kurds lol-
lowing their aborted coup against the Baghdad government in
March 1991, for seven hours from 7-00 am (0400 gmt).

According to unofficial reports from Ankara, Turkish army
units backed by fighter jets and helicopter gunships entered

Iragi afrspace Tuesday to search for Turkish Kurdish secpa-
ratist fighters and killed 20 of them.

Jew stabbed to death in Gaza:

Arab assailant stabbed a Jewish settler to death in the
occupied Gaza Strip on Wednesday, three after an Isracli
girl was fatally knifed in a Tel Aviv suburb, the army said, AP
reports from Jerusalem.

The assailant was shot and seriously wounded by Jews
from the Kfar Darom settlement, the army and radio reports
said. He was evacuated by army helicopter to a hospital in the

nearby Isracli city of Ashkelon.

Following the stabbing, a curfew was placed on the Arab
town of Dir el-Balah and surrounding areas, an army
spokesman said. Wed was the last day of a three-day
closure of the Gaza Strip imposed after the Tel Aviv stabbing,
which was allegedly carried out by an Arab resident of the
Gaza Strip.

The stabbing victim was the second Kiar Darom settler to
be killed by Arabs this year. He was the 93rd Isracli to be
killed since the beginning of the 4 1/2 year uprising against
isracli rule in the occupled territories.

Quake hits

Solomon
HONG KONG, May 27 : A
major ecarthquake, registering
seven on the Richter Scale,
jolted the vicinity of the

BRUSSELS, May
soothing

27: Despite |

words {rnm Germany,
the United States and Britain

Solomon islands’ Santa Cruz
group today's the Hong Kong
Rnyal Observatory said, reports

The Epicenter of the
earthquake, which struck at
0623 GMT, was initially de-
termined to be in the vicinity
of the small Archipelago about
500 kilomeiers east-southcast
of the Solomon’s capital of Ho-

niara, it said.
An earthquake measuring

seven on the Richter Scale is
considered capable of wides-

pread, heavy damage in urban
areas.

remain uneasy about a pro-
posed all-European army that
they fear could weaken the
NATO military alllance, reports
AP. ,

US Defence Secretary Dick
Chenev was wrapping up on
Wednesday a two-day meeting
of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization that has been

dominated by worries about |

the new army.
French President Francois

Mitterrand and German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl last

‘ week announced plans for a

1

AFGHANISTAN
Afghan Defence Minister Shah Masood, fundamentalist guerilla leader Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar and Saudi mediator Abdullah Naif hold a press conference in Lewa rocket base,

20 km east of Kabul Monday, announcing a "historical™ peace accord between rival Mu-
jahideen factions. — AFP/UNB photo
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. (From L to R) Fnr#grn;.lﬁ : Pakistani Minister for Labour ljaz-ul Hagq,

Bandits ransack residence
of Saudi envoy in Kabul

KABUL, May 27 : Armed

bandits ransacked the resi-
dence of Saudi Arabia's ambas-
sador for the Afth time,

the

latest in a string of attacks

against foreign missions and

aid organisations, diplomats

said Wednesday, reports AP.
The bandits o

the at the Saudi resi-

dence in southeastern Kabul
on Monday night, broke furni-

ture and stole the few small
ftems that had been left in the
house, the lomats said.
The guard was tied, blind-
folded, and threatened but not
harmed, the sources said.

The interim Islamic gov-
crnment condemned the rob-
bery and called it "an act of

. sabotage” designed to harm

e ———— —

Proposed all- European army worries US, Britain

the new regime's

with Riyadh.
Saudi Arabia gave billions of

dollars to the Mujahideen, or

islamic holy warriors, in the
l-lyurwqdml-w

relationship

mmnu installed by the
Soviet Uniton.

But Riyadh has not re-
opened its mission since Lhe
rebel government replaced
ousted President Najibullah's
regime last month. France
oversces Saudi Arabila’'s inter-

ests in Alghanistan.

Earlier this month, masked
bandits armed with automatic
rifles scaled the 10-foot (3-
metre) high walls of the Saudi
mission and siole 1two
Mercedez Benz cars, several
pair of Guccl shoes and about
20 expensive carpets,

rhidcrn groups
rebel fighters

becked by Iran, Saud! Arabla's
rival. But diplomats and gov
ernment officials believe it was
probably independent groups
trying to take advantage of the
disorder and lack of security in
the capital since the Islamic
interim pwmntm ook ovor
on April 28

Some m
have blame

Kabul has been divided
among Lhe dozen diverse rebel
factions, cach responsible for
maintaining law and order in
its areas. Bul within ecach
party, commanders with their
own armed forces often act In-
dependently

Despite the intertm gov-
ernment’'s insistence that
Kabul's security has improved,
diplomats and most rebel
groups say the new administra-
tion has been unable to stop
the violence.

in the past week, the Egyp-
tian embassy has been ran
sacked and abeut 300,000
Alghanis (600 dollar) and a hall
dozen carpets taken

The house reserved for the
US dcputy chiel ol mission,
the Noe 2 ranking American
diplomal in Kabul, was robbod

Rebel groups also have hi-
jacked UN cars and taken over
houses of UN workers evacu-
aled [rom Kabul belore the
rebels stormed the city.

! EC still undecided over

trade ban on Serbia

for efliciency’s
not act unilaterally but should

submit sanctions proposals to
the United Nations Security

Council,” the spokesman told

cussing whether a trade ban
should cover both exports and
imports to and from Serbia

| and its ally Montenegro and

| whether items such as services

should be included, the

| spokesman said.

No delegation said it op-

-

Myanmar students

demonstrate near

cmb%m in Delhl
May 27 :

30 Myanmar students “ pa-
triotic songs, chanted pro-
democracy slogans and waved
placards denouncing .Myan-
mar's military government as
they attempted to march on
the Hym embassy here to-
day, reports AFP

Police ltnpped the peaceful
demonstrators, who were
marking the May 27, 1990
election victory by Aung San
Suu Kyl _ her National
League for , mbout

1.6 kilometre [from the em-

bassy compound

Hnwrﬂ-r. they allowed

:Pnﬁ"y mpﬁlen-uﬁ

Chanakyapuri diplomatic en-
clave In an allempl lo convey a
petition to the ruling junta, of-
fictally called the Stale Law
and Order Restoration Counctl
(SLORC), which has refused to

ree ll-t the eclection results.
mbassy stall rcfused 0 ac

nrpt the Myanmar Studcntls’
League petition, which de-
manded that the SLORC sur-
render power to the “clected
representatives of the people.”

Our objective an independent

“Palestinian state : Ashrawi

THHE HAGUE, May 27
Smiling but firm, Illnan
Ashrawi emphasised each
word: "Our objective is very
clcar, we want an independent
Palestinian state.”

The Palestinfan
spokeswoman at the Israeli-
Arab Middle East peace talks
launched in Madrid continued:
"We are going to do everything
possible to get this Palestinian
state through negotiations.”

In an interview here with
AFP on Tucsday, Ashrawi said
the peace process slarted last
October had produced recog-
nition of a Palestinian national
identity. Palestinians were
speaking on their own behalf

and were ru:ugniu-d as a na-
tion among nations.”

Bul “the moslt glaring failure
so far of the pcace process is
the fact that we have not been
able to evolve protection for
Palestinians and a system of
accountability for lsracl by
which Israel would be held ac-
countable for its actions like
any other state in the world.”
Ashrawi said.

She thought there had been
a real change in the world's
perception of the situation,
that "one country cannot im-
pose its will on the rest of the
world.”

She
cupation had

that Isracli oc-
"crealed an

apartheid system which is re-
ally racist. Isracl has incorpo-
rated racism in its own politi-
cal and legal establishment.”
She added that Israel “has
always behaved as a country
above the law, and deserving
preferential treatment.” It had
accordingly absolved ftsell of
the most basic norms and val-
ues Lhat govern civilised be-
haviour.” The result was to de-
humanise others and deprive
them of their human rights,
Ashrawi said. But she added : 71
don't belicve that lsracli peo-
ple as a whole are racist.”
On bilateral negotiations,
with the [ifth session ending in
Washinglon three weeks ago,

she commented that the peace

process at that level "hl.l not
act started in terms of real
negotiations.” That was be-
cause |sracl was "always ob-
scssed” with its current elec-
tion campaign, she said.

Ashrawi insisted: “You have
to have the courage, the matu-
rity, to face the challenge of
peace, and not hide behind
weapons, stockpiling, and mil-
itary threats.”

"Isracli people like every-
body else, like us, want to save
their children, they want an
end to threat, to conflict, to

Saudi warning
against
pilgrims

RIYADH, May 27 : Saudi
Arabia on Tuesday warned pil-
grims attending this year's Hajj
(pilgrimage) to the holy sites
against bringing to the king-
dom politically-oriented publi-
cations, reports AFP.

Violators, as well as anyone
found to buy “publications or
tracts politically or ideologi-
cally oriented,” will be pun-
ished or turmed back home,
the interior ministry said in a
statementL

It said that some pilgrims
were found to have introduced
to the kingdom — home of Is-
lams’ holiest sites at Mecca
and Medina —publications
which are incompatible with
the objects of the =

The purchase of these pub-
lications or tracts during the
pilgrimage are strictly forbid-
den,” said the statement car-
ried by the official Saudi news
agency BPﬁ.

ﬂouth Knmn Demutrattt Party prauldanmal nominee Kim
applause from the delegates during a party convention Tuesday. Kim won the
nomination of South Korea’s main opposition party,

presidency over two decades.
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launching his third

posed a trade ban, but any rec-
emmendations from Tucsday's
meeting would have to be en-
dorsed by EC states ambas-
sadors meeting today before
they could be approwed by
ministers.

Only relatively junior envoys
from the 12 EC capttals were
taking part in the talks.

||'l'}' were ltudym‘ a range
of options for sanctions drawn
up by the EC's executive Euro

an Commission aimed at

ng Serbia to pull the rump
federal army out of the break
away epublic of Bosnia-Herze
govina

The options range from a
blanket trade ban or an ofl em-
bargo to cutting sports links

In Lisbon, the leader of the
Serb community of Bosnia-
Herzegovina any attempt
to impose sanctions on Serbia
would unite Serbs throughout

This is sensecless this
threat against Serbia .. its’ go-
ing to be counter- ;
Radovan Karadzic told re-
porters on the sidelines of EC-
m;-u:tlﬁnhl.lr

TH- made to Ser-
bia is going to consolidate 10
million Serbs, to motivate
thm:. from all over Yugoslavia,

he added.

Mate Beban, the leader of
Bosnia's Croat community, said
sanctions would have to be
tough, comprehensive and ap-
piied for at least two months
before they would show any
effect.

Diplomists said a high-level
EC political decision appeared
impossible before next week at
the ecarliest even i Tuesday's

negotiators managed to ower-
come resistance by France,

Greece and Spain to any harsh

JOHANNESBURG : A 4-
outfit

nouncing, “You're under arrest,”
The boy's mother, Meriam

Sebastian was

videos, which include

Accord
hold of his
outfit, walked into his

to Mrs

He then shot his [ather,

year-old boy dressed in a
lluﬂyil'luthhhth:rlnlhthﬂdmthlrhtnllrm

AP

Gawryjolek told police her son
behaviour he had seen om his favourite
perman, Batman and

Cawryjolek, Sebastian un'h.rnd-ypll

ther's .38 revolver, dressed up In his Superman

parents’ bedroom and sald, "Papa, I'm

. You're under arrest.”

., & 34.year-old mining

engineer in Welkom, a town southwest of Johan

Mrs
ilea of what
"Batman shot

ha

k said her son appeared to have only a vague
daddy dead. Papa ts In the hospital,” Mrs

Cawryjolek quoted her son as saying

.........

Dae Jung ncknuw‘l.dgu

E-u:ldtntml
id for the
—AFP/UNB photo

I'm not a mad woman

LAMBOURN, England: A jilted aristocratic wife gave away
her husband's vintage wine, poured paint over his limousine
and chepped the arms off 32 of his expensive suits, reports
Reuter.

Lady Sarah Graham-Moon. 54, went on the rampage when
her husband Sir Peter, 48, moved in which his lover close to
the marital home in Lamboumn, Southern England. :

She poured five litres of white paint on his blue BMW car,
deltvered boltles of wine like milk for astonished villagers to
wake up o and snipped his suits made by Savile Row Tallors,

"I know what hurts him and where his soft underbelly is
and that's his material possessions, sald Lady Sarah. "It gave
me a hell of a buzz. I'm not a mad woman. | was fed up. The
worm has turned.”

Suicid [
between gays

NEW DELHI : A gay couple, in despair over social disap-
proval of their liaison, stabbed each other in a suicide pact
and one was fatally wounded, a news agency reported
Wednesday, says AP,

Press Trust of India said the survivor was hospitalized in
serious condition Wednesday, a day after the stabbing.

A note recovered from the 18-year-old dead boy said they
had lived together as "husband and wife" for one year, Press
Trust said. It did not give the names of the couple.

The note asked that the two boys be buried in the same
grave, the news agency quoted police as saying in Trichur,
which is in the state of Tamil Nadu, 2,000 kilometers (1,240
miles) south of New Delhi.

India has no law forbidding homosexual relationships,
whith are rarely exhibited openly in India's rigidly conserva-
tive society. Sodomy and marriage between people of the
same sex, however, is lllegal.

Best way to win
US dollar award

SYDNEY : A court here Wednesday awarded a woman
85,000 dollars (64,300 US) in New South Wales's first dam-
ages claim for injury through passive smoking in the work-
place, reports AFP.

Non-smoker Liesel Scholem, 64, a psychologist formerly
employed by the state’'s Health nt, claimed that her
Asthma was made worse by breathing tobacco smoke for 12

years, and she was diagnosed as having emp ma.
Th:hur- rytnukthrmhuuntnbrmglnaﬂndingnf

gligence against the Health Department.
Scholem told the court that she had worked at Sydncy's
Ryde Community Health Centre for nine years before restric-
tions on smoking by either stafl or patients were imposed.

A com ktchnnwumtﬁllkymfumuluntﬂ 1986, the year
she llupped working.

Scholem later said she felt "very happy, tremendously re-
lieved and vindicated,” but said her work had ukenwn:gr
health, and no verdict can make up for that.”

They've nothing to
celebrate

SYDNEY : Aborigines on W marked the 25th an-
niversary of the referendum that gave them civil rights, but
there was little occasion for joy, reports AP.

"We have nothing to celebrate, except lack of integrity,

practical apartheid and genocide,” said riginal writer and
poct Kevin Gilbert.

Even government officials could not dispute ﬁhurlilnu
disadvantaged state.
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joint 35.000-man co 'lhll

would be ready for dep
outside NATO territory hy
1995.
The corps, which would be
artered in Strasbourg,
France, was designed to fur-
ther Western Europe's desire
to a stronger role in its
own and reduce the
part played by the United
States

France and Germany would
ltke it to be a key element in
the drive by the rope
Community, the 12-nation
trading bloe, to form a political

union in the comi
They have invited :ﬂw na-

tions to join in. Spain and
Belgium are considering the
invitation but have not given a
final response,

At the start of the NATO
meeting Tuesday, defence
ministers questioned
Germany's defence chiel,
Volker Ruche, about the plan.
French officials were not avail-
able because France, while a
member of the 16-nation al-
Hance, does not belong to its
joint militaryv command.

. "There were still a lot of
unanswered questions about
how the Franco-German corps
would o te and what its re
lationship with NATO would

be,” said British Defence
Sceretary Malcolm Rifkind.
“There is atl best an ambigu
ity if not as yet a silence on
some of these details,” he told

a news conference,
A senior US delence oflicial,

who refused to let his name be
used, said the allics were reas-
sured by some of Ruche's ex-
planations. But, he said, |
don't think all of the concerns

we ﬂllﬁl
es arc concerned

about how the corps would re

act with NATO and the
Western European Union, a
nine-nation security group that

will become the European
Community's defense arm

They question whether the
corps first alleglance would be

to NATO.
The discussion underscores

the worries the United States
has about the changes in
Europe and its future role on
the European continent.

The Bush administration al-
ready has announced plans to
snip its Europcan forces in half
from the Cold War peak of
325,000 to 150,000. US offi-
cials fear that the France-
German corps could encourage
critics demanding further cut-
backs.

Officials said there was an
agreement in principle that

| Koreas fail to

set date for
next meet

SEOUL, May 27 : North and

money the United States

spends on storage depots in
Europe could be eligible for

flund
Hﬁ%‘?}e Un..'-ted States wantis

the allies to pick up a large
chunk of the annual cost of
2580 million to 2756 million dol-
lar for s depots.
Th:: ware nunﬁ. h(‘llﬂﬂ on
bases th hout
iy 5 Nﬁ er hnr

tanks, guns
ware and nuppl'h:-: that could
be used by American soldiers
senl to Europe In a crisis.
Washington is looking for
help from the allies because of
pressure to re the federal
hrud;t and p to reduce its
forces in Europe.

South Korean officials met for
about four hours today but
made little headway on the
vexed issue of mutual inspec-
tions of their nuclear sites, a
southern spokesman said, re-
ports Reuter.

The two sides even fafled to
set the date for the next meet-
ing of their joint nuclear con-
trol committee, :’I:Lhml::

s t will
;.";F’.fm |::;¢ctm in mid-
June as agreed In principle
previously, he said.



