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From Our Correspondent

May 25 : Jute produciion in
the district may fall short of
the target during this seasofr
for want of seeds and neces-
sary capital
Officials said, abeut 40,000
acres of land have been
brought under jute cultivation
in all 10 upazilas of the dis-
trict. But the scareity of jute
secds is posing a threat In
ach the

It was reported that in the
open market jute seeds are
being sold between Taka 40
and B0 per seer which is be-
yond the purchasing capacity
of the drought-hit faymers.

Upazila Seed Inspector said
the seeds which had been dis-
tributed among the farmers by
Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation were
not germinating.

Another report adds: A
business man, Syed Haliz
Ahmed (35), of Hossainpur
was electrocuted here re-
cently.

Later he was rushed to the
sadar hospital where the doc-
tors declared him dead.

The body was sent to
morgue for autopsy. An UD
police in

MAULVIBAZAR

House rent up

May 25: House rent has in-
creased manifold at the town
over the past few years due to
acute shortage of accommoda-
tion, reports UNB.

At present, a single-unit
residential quarter is being let
out at a monthly rent of Taka
1500. In many cases, the
house owners realise advance
rent from the tenants.

As a result, many tenants,
especially the fixed income
group, find it difficult to pay
the rent.

Due o accommodation cri-
sis, a large number of profes-
sionals have been living alone
in the town leaving their fami-
lies at village homes. r

The accommodation crisis,
both for residential and com-
mercial purposes and rent
hike have been attributed to
non-availability of land at rea-
sonable prices and lack of in-
vestment and government inj-
tiatives of house-building in
this commercial centre.

RANGPUR
Group of lawyers

boycotts Bar
Council election

uisitioned dacﬂed to
boycott bar clection.
The intending ers

could not reach the
booth set up at the chamber

mmhﬂm

I..altrr a large number of
lawyers alleged they could not
exercise their votes due o ut-
ter insecurity and lawiessncss

date r casting voles at

Rangpur centre.
GAIBANDHA

Minor boy
crushed to
death

May 25 : A boy of wil
Narikeltala in Sadar Upazi
was crushed to death in a
truck mishap on Thursday, re-
ports UNB.

According to witnesses, tLhe
speeding truck lost its control
and dashed the biacufit factory
in Badiakhali bazar killing the
boy on the spol. The victim
orphan Nantu (12]. son of late
Anowar was packing biscuits
inside the factory

The Gaitbandha-bound Lruck
also damaged (we nearby
shops A case was flled with
the police

BANDARBAN
Property worth
Tk several lakhs

e e

several lakh Taka were gutied
in a fire at village

Semsdulupara.
Bandarban hill district head

:rlcn. recently. reports

roundup

SIRAJGANJ

BSCIC plans
to set up 40
industrial

| establishments

F rom Our Correspondent

Aay 25 : Bangladesh Small
and Cottage Industri.

Corporiition (BSCIC) have §

taken up a~a heme to set up
40 industrial establisWhacats at
Sirajgan] Industrial Area of
BSCIC recently.

it is gathered that devel-

opml:nt works of the area have

been started at cost of Taka
2.5 crore. Ten acres of land
divided into 67 plots have
been acquired at Sialkope by
the side of Sirajganj-Bogra-
Pabna Highway.

While contacted, a source at
Sirajganj ollice of BSCIC told
this mt'!rtupundtnt that the
works will be completed by
June next and on installation
of the industrial establish-
ments, 600 pcrsons will be
appointed.

KUSHTIA

Bus journey
hazardous,
risky
From Our Correspondent

May 25 : Bus journey on
different routes from Kushtia
has become hazardous and
risky.

Thousands ol passengers
travelling every day on these
routes have been facing much
inconvenience due to absence
of minimum amenities.

Over-loading, late running
and rash driving have become
a regular feature. Besides, the
buses do not maintain any
time-table.

It is alleged that most of the
buses, minibuses and coaches
running on Kushtia-Meherpur,
Kushtia-Daulatpur,* Kushtia-
Ishurdi, Kushtia-Khulna,
Kushtia-Bheramara routes are
old and worn oul.

Passengers are found travel-
ling on the roofs and on the
[ootboards at the risk of their
lives. The overloaded buses ply
on the maximum speed and
very often are involved in road
accidents. Sometimes, the
buses go out of order on the
way causing untold sufferings
1o the passengers particularly
to the women and children.

It 1s further alleged that
conductors misbehave with the
passengcers. There {s none to
look alter the situation.

FARIDPUR
Tagore's birth
anniversary

observed

May 25 : The 131st birth
anniversary of poct
Rabindranath Tagore was ob-
scrved here recently by various
socio-cullural organisations
with due fervour, reports [ISS.

Faridpur Shilpakala
Academy and Biswa Shahitya

Kendra. Faridpur branch,
Jointly urznl a discussion
meetin Howed by musical

soiree at Shilpakala Acadcmy
premises.

Speakers. at the discussion
meeting paid rich tributes to
the poet for his immense con
tributions for Bengall language
and literature.

The discussion meeting was
presided over by Principal
(Retd) Apurba Krishna Ghose
Among others, Md Abdur
Rahim, Deputy Commissionecr
of Fartdpur, Radha Gobinda
Saha and Professor Md.
Shahjahan participated in the
discussion. The discussion was
followed by a musical soiree,

_!ivmau_u_

Zila Ayeenjibee
Samity
formed

From Our Correspondent

May 25 . A |19-member ex-
ecutive committee of Kurigram
Zila Ayeenjibee Samity was
formed here recently

The election of the samity
was conducted by Nazrul Islam
Khan, Asstt Commissioner,
Kurigram Sadar Upaziia.

Advecate A Z M Asad,
Advocate Nozir Hossain,
Advocate Enamul Hague Chand
and Advocate Khalilur Rahman
were clected President, Vice-
President. General Secrectary
and Treasurer respectively of
the executive commitiee of
Aycenjibee Samity .

Another report adds: Rat
menace has increased alarm-
ingly in nine upazilas of the
district causing extensive
damage to the crops

Standing crops and vegetla-
bles on hundreds of acres of
land In rural areas have been
invaded by rats

Allected (armers falled o
check the menace due to lack
of necessary insecticides.

BGGRA No, they are nnt m:cuudm Tha rnpe has been used for the safety of the pnssengera trave]]mg on bus mnf Thm has

become usual now-a- days.
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Transport strike on
Kushtia-Poradah Route

KUSHTIA, May 25: Tran-
sport owners and workers on
Sunday began a three-day
strike on Kushtia-Poradah
route demanding immediate
reconstruction of the road, re-
ports UNB.

The road has become unfit
for playing any kind of vehicles
for lack of maintenance over
the last 30 years since its con-
struction in 1962 by Kushtia
Zila Parishad.

Transport owners com-
plained that their repeated
appeals for reconstruction of
the road went unheeded.

At a meeting at Poradah
Bazar on Tuesday, the trans-
port workers and the local
people demanded immediate
reconstruction of the road by
Kushtia Zila Parishad.

But the Parishad, the
proper authority for recon-
structfon and maintenance, is
running without its Chairman
for the last one year.

BSS report says: At least
seventeen examinees were €x-
pelled on Saturday on the first
day of Degree Examination for
adopting unfairmeans in three
examination centres in the
district.

Four candidates were ex-
pelled from Kushtia centre,

four from Amla 'centre and
nine from Kumarkhali centre.

There are four centres in
the district including one in
Bheramara. There was no ex-
pulsion from Bheramara cen-
tre,

8000 apply for 720 seats

in Islamic Varsity

Our Correspondent adds :
Eight thousand students have
applied for admission into the
honours classes of the Islamic
University for the academic
session of 1991-2.

According to university
source, a total of 720 will be
admitted in 12 subjects under
four faculties. There are only
60 seats for each subject in the
university.

Meanwhile, eleven teachers
of the Islamic University who
were dismissed earlier by the
former Vice-Chancellor, Dr
Sirajul Islam have been rein-
stated in their respective

posts.
[t can be mentioned here

that these teachers, after los-
ing their jobs filed writ peti-
tion before the High Court
Division of Bangladesh
Supreme Court challenging
their dismissal.

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, May
25: The production of mango
in the country has decreased
by two lakh tons during the
last 10 years.

The production of mango
was over three lakh and 36
thousand tons which came
down to one lakh 80 thousand
tons in 1991]. It can be men-
tioned here that the produc-
tion of in seventies was
about five tons.

While the production of
mango is coming down in the
country, the demand for
mango and its by-products is

.going up with the passage of-

time.

Expcrts opined that our
country can easily boost mango
production and thereby its by-
products including juice,
sauce, and amsatta. The coun-
try also can carn huge amount
of foreign exchange through
export of mangoes and its by-
products, they expressed.

In Bangladesh, mango is
cultivated on only 46,000
hectares of land. In seventies,
the position of our country was
fourth in the production of
"E:ll!n but our position is now
[

India produces 90
lakh tons

India s now holding top
position in exporting mango.
Apart [rom it, Plklllfn Brazil,
Mcxico, China, Philippincs are
ahead of Bangladesh.

Mango also grows in Sri
Lanka, Indonesia, Haiti,
Tanzania and United Kingdom.
The countries are applying

higher technologies in mango
pmdur:thn The tnt-l mango

From Our Correspondent

production in the world i{s one
crorc and fortytwo lakh tons.
Out of the total, India produces
nly: 90 lakh tons.

arfous types ol mangocs
such as lengra, fazli, gopalb-
hog, khirsa, sarnarekha, ran-
gapali, ashina are exported by
India in large quantity. India
earns a considerable amount of
foreign exchange through ex-
port, :

In Bangladesh, Capainawa-
bganj, Rajshahi, Dinajpur,
Rangpur and Kushtia produce
different kinds of tasteful
mango.

In Chapainawabganj. mango
grows abundantly on 17,000
acrcs of land on about

Workshop on
- rabt crop- -
farming

CHUADANGA, May 25: A
four-day long workshop for thc

rs of rabl crops was held
at Alamdanga upazila under
Chuadanga district recently,
reports BSS.

Organsied by Agriculture
Extension Department, the
workshop, was inaugurated by
Deputy Director, Agriculture
Extension Department,
Chuadanga Mansur Rahman.
The inaugural function was
presided over by Agriculture
Officer of Alamdanga upazila
KM Altafl lossain.

A total of 133 farmers par-
ticipated in the workshop.
They wcre imparted training
on modern method of cultiva-

tion and preservation of vari-
ous rabi crops and seeds.

Mango output falls by'
two lakh tons

2,50,000 mango trees. About
55,000 tons of mango worth
about Taka 85 crore is pro-
duccd here.

Of the mangoes, fazli, len-
gra, gopalbhog, khirsagar,
himsagar and ranipachhand
are the main.

Demand high in
abroad

There is a rising demand of
these mangoes in the Middle
East and other countries in-
cluding Thailand, Switzerland,
Swedcen, South Korea, Japan
and Canada.

It is learnt from a depend-
able source that Japan is will-
ing to fimport better gquantity
ol mango and ils by-products.

The only juice plant,
Multiple Juice Concentrated
Plant sct up al a cos} ol Taka
20 grorc. at Kalurghat of
Chittagong in order to make
paste from mango and other
fruits has been closed down.

'rior Lo the closure of the
plant, it used to make paslte
[rom anaras and tomato.

There was a plan to set up a
mango processing factory at
Rajshahi but the fate of the
proposed : plan is still un-
known.

Centre makes little

progress
A Mango Research Center
was scl up al Chapainawabganj
at cost ol Taka 10 crore in
1984 aiming at increasing
mango production and findout

high producing mango quality

but this make no progress. It
is informed that proper re-
scarch could not be done for-
want of appliances.

'Hang Azam, ban Jamaat-Shibir

RANGPUR, May 25: Nirmul
Committee leader Jahanara
Imam on Sunday warned peo-
ple of anti-independence con-
spiracy by Jamaat-Shibir ac-
tivists, alleging that they have
consolidated their position
with modern arms and finan-
cial support from some foreign
countries, reports UNB,

The anti-liberation Jamaat-
Shibir clique has emerged as a
strong force after receiving
arms and money from foreign
countries, including Pakistan,
to grab state power and foil the
country's independence, she
told a crowded rally at
Rangpur Public Library Ground
on Sunday afternoon.

Jahanara Imam called for
greater unity of all pro-libera-
tion groups to unitedly foil the
cunlplrltz} of Jamaat-Shibir

rce the government
to execute the March 26 ver-
dict of the "Gano Adalat’

(peopile’s court] against Golam
Azam.

Jamaat-Shibir’, were some of
the slogans shouted by those
att the rally, organised
by the District Ghatak-Dalal
Nirmul Committee.

Central leaders of the
Nirmul Committee Nirmal
Sen, Raza, Kazi
Arif Ahmed, Mohammad Afzal
Principal
Chowdhury also addressed the
rally, presided over by Nazrul
Islam Advocate, the convenor
of Rangpur District Nirmul

Commitiee.
Another report f(rom
says: The district
BNP leaders on Saturday

blamed both the Ghatak-Dalal
Nirmul Committee and the

Jamaat-Shibir axis for what
they sadd unleashing terrorism
in the country in the name of

Gano Adalat.

Spraking at a streel corner
meeting necar the BNP oflice,
they demanded immediate halt
to terrorism, arrest of those
accusced of it and security ol
public life.

Referring to the May 13
incident in the town where
one person was killed and
many injured, they alleged the
groups were acting in a pre
planned conspiracy o jeopar
dize the hard-earned demo

The local chapter of the rul
ing party will hold a meeting
here May 25 to press the de
mand.

Later,

they paraded the

200 BCL workers

join JCD
NETROKONA, May 25
About 200 workers of

Bangladesh Chhatra Leaguc
(pro-Awami League) of
Netrokona Government
College led by Nayan Dalia,
Vice-President of the college
students union, formally joined
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
here on Saturday imbued with

the ideals of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman, re-
ports BSS.

Netrokona Government

College Unit of the JCD held a
reception to welcome them at
the college campus. Whip of
the Jattya Sangsad MA Karim
was on the occasion.
Abdul Quddus, local BNP
leader and Lutful Hog Marshal,
student leader spoke at the
reception.

Criticising the dublous roie
of the Awami e, he said
the people of this country
would foil their conspiracy

town thoroughfare in a pro-
cession chanting anti-Nirmul
Committee slogans.

Another report adds: A
group of lawyers of the district
bar could not cast their %otes
to Bar Council Election Sunday
strong resistance by another
boycotting group ol lawyers.

The group ecarlier at a req
uisitioned meeting decided to
boycott Bar Council Election.

The Intending lawyers

could net reach the polling
booth set up at the Chamber of

Rangpur Sub-Judge fearing vio- -

lence.

Later, a large number of
lawyers alleged they could not
excrcise their votes due to ut-
ler Insecurity and lawlcsaness
in the polling centre

also demanded fresh
date for casting voles at

Rangpur centre.
—

57 Degree
examinees
. expelled

GAIBANDIIA, May 25:
Fiftyseven [Dcgree Examinecs
were expelled for adopling
unfairmeans in the first day
examinations Sunday in the
district, reports UNB,

According to official
sources, 42 candidalcs were
expelled from Gaibandha
Government College and
Government Mahila College
sub-centres while 15 were ex-
pelled [rom Sadullapur Centre.
A total eof 4687 examinces
were appearing at the three
centres.

The examinations were
held peacelully. But the exami-
nees of Polashbari College have
been facing much inconve-
niences as the examinations
could not be held at Polashbari
Centre due to unknown rea-
SONS.

Bangalee Chhatra
Gano Parishad
formed

KIHAGRACHHARI, May 25: A
9-member adhoe commiticee of
Khagrachhari Bangalee Chhatra
Gano Parishad was formed
Saturday to protest the insur
gency activities of the outlawed
Shantibahini, reports UNI.

The commitiee was formed
in a meceling held at the local
Juba Kalyan Sangstha
Auditorium under the chair-
manship of [Raliqul Alam. Noor

ITussain Nillon and Abdul
Gallar Talukdir were made
Convoenor and Member-

Scerclary respeclively.

The mecting strongly con-
demned the unabated atroci-
ties of the so-called
Santibahini in the region and
called upon all the resist the
tribal insurgents unitedly.

One killed, 40
hurt in road

accident

MYMENSINGH, May 25: A
man was killed and 40 others
sustained injuries, 10 seri-
ously, in a bus mishap at
Dawkhala on Mymensingh-
Fulbaria Road Saturday, reports
UNB.

According to witnesses, the
Fulbaria bound speeding bus
(Mymensingh-HA-43) fell into
a roadside ditch while it was
crpssing the point.

The deceased was idenli-
fiecd as Abu Bakar Siddique
(30) of Amzuhati village in
Fulbaria upazila. The seriously

| injured were admitted to the

Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital while the rest were
sent to Fulbaria Upazila Health
Complex.

A case has been lodged with

l the police.

Storm damages 1000
dwelling houses

DINAJPUR, May 25: Storm
that lashed the three upazilas
of the district recently dam-
aged thatched dwelling houses
and properties worth about
Taka one crore, reports UNB.

According to witnesses, the
storm with windspeed of 60 to
70 miles accom ed by rain
and thundershower damaged
at least 1000 houses.

The storm also damaged
standing crops on vast areas of
land, uprooted trees and elec-
tric polls in Sadar, Birganj and
Bochaganj upazilas.

The shelterless people have
been facing serious problems
due to absence ol relief mate-

rials from the administration.

The affected people urged
the authorities to provide
them with adequate relief and
grants to help them rehabili-
tate as early as possible.

A girl of Dartapara in the
town allegedly committed sui-
cide by hanging herself in her
house recently.

Police said, Ismat Ara (19)
daughter of rickshawpuller
Yusuf Mia committed IUI:EH."E
following a family feud.

The body was sent to
morgue for autopsy. A case has
E:n registered with the po-

]

SHERPUR, May 25: A law
regarding the cutting of. trees
along roadside and in home-
steads in under the active con-
sideration of the government.

This was expressed by the
Deputy Commissioner, Md
Abdus Salam while he was ad-
dressing a seminar on the ‘role
of trees in preservation of en-
vironment.’

Organised under the aus-
piccs of the district adminis-
tration, the seminar, was ad-
dressed by the district and up-
azila level officers and local
elites.

The Deputy Commissioner
said, tree plantation can help
increase domestic resources
and save the environment from
pollution.

Abdus Salam said that h
usc of trees in different fie
including the brickfields af-
fecting the environment.

The DC called upon all to

plant trees in a massive way to
mainiain the environment.

Earlier, he planted a sapling
at the premises of the Local
Circuit House.

He also called upon the law
enforcing agencies to help
protect the trees planted at
various places including the
roadside.

Works on 47 projects in five
upazilas of the district are
nearing completion.

According to offictal
sources, the Local Government
Engineering Bureau (LGEB)
has been implementing the
projects at a cost of Taka 4.5
crore. The Asian Development
Bank, has been financing the
projects.

The works on these pro-
ects include construction of

ridges, culverts, pucca and
kancha roads in the upagilas of
the districts.

‘Organisers of Gano
Adalat creating anarchy’

CIIAPAINAWABGANJ, May
25: Acting Ameer of Jmlﬂt‘
Islami, Abbas Alf Khan here on
Sunday said the organisers of
the so-called "Gano Adalat”
were creating anarchy at the
dictation of their run:tgn Mas-
ters to frustrate the develop-
ment process of the country,
reports UNDB.

He was speaking at a meet-
ing organised by the district
Jamaat-e-Islami at the local
Poura park with Rofiqul Islam
in the chair.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by Latilur Rahman MP
Ataur Rahman, Taslim Anam
and Nasiruddin MP. .

The speakers demanded
unconditional release of Prof
Golam Azam. They also said the
Ganoadalaties’ were out 1o
eliminate [slam in the name of

S
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SYLHET : A rally against smoking was brought out here recently by the Anti-drug and Anti-

smoking society.

— Star photo

upholding the spirit of the
Liberation War. They urged the
people to resist the
Ganoadalaties and save the
country from chaos and anar-
chy.

A total of 97 fire incidents
took place in the district dur-
ing the last four months de-
stroying property worth about
Taka 17.94 lakh.

According to informed
sources, three people and five
cattle were roasted alive In the
incidents. Most of the fire
originated from kitchen and
burning cigarette ends.

Local fire brigade personnel
in their timely action sawved
property worth about Taka 9
lakh during the period.

But the only fire service
station in district town cannot
cope with the increasing fire
incidents. Moreover, the fire-
mcn alwidys cannot move out-
side the pourashava areas due
to varfous limitations.

Every year fire dest
property worth lakhs of T
in Shibganj, Bhelahat,
Gomostapur and Nachole up-
azilas in the absence of fire sta-
tions there, local people said.

Local leaders ur the au-
thorities to set up fire stations
at every upazila headquarters
to save the life and property of

the people.

Two students were ar-
rested for misconduct and a
total of 101 examinees ex-
pelled on Saturday for dql
ing unfair means in four cen
tres of the district on the Hrﬂ
day of the Degree Exanunation
under Rajshahi Untversity.

Of the total, 2,23] candi-
dates in the district, 122 were
absent.



