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Heavy battle
in Colombia

SANTAFE DE BOGOTA, May
25: The Colombian armed
forees clashed with rebels in
the nprihwest of the country
Sunday, in heavy fighting that
has lefll al least 13 soldiers
dead, a military spokesman
sand AFP

Troops backed by hell
coplers have been battling
about 600 rebel soldiers of the
Colombian revolutionary armed
forces (FARC) in a zonc be
tween Dabeiba and Mutata in
Antiogquia Department, 600
kilometers northwest of
Santafe de Bogota, for the pasi
wo .

Flerce fighting has pre-
yenled the recovery ol the
bodics of the 13 victims, army
spokesmen said in Medellin,
Lthe capital of Antloquia.

Fourteen soldicrs were in
jured and 20 have gone miss-
ing, the army sasd

It was not known how many
rebels had been killed, but
witnesses and rebel sources
said the number was high.

The unconfirmed rebel re-
ports seemed to lend credibil-

ity to tckephone calls by sell-
identificd rebe]l spokesmen Lo
Mcdellin mdio stations. asking
the Red Cross (o help
wounded rebels on the battle-
ficld. The rebels plea was the
first of its kind in more than
40 years of armed conllict

Authorities in Dabeiba de-
clared a curfew and banncd
sales of alcohol, learing the
gucrillas would try to occupy
the town.
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ISLAMABAD: Indian diplomat Rajesh Mittal (R) is helped
to undress for a medical examination by an Indian High
Commission doctor Sunday after he was kidnapped and
beaten by Pakistani security officer, according to
allegations made by the High Commission. Pakistan
expelled Mittal, the High Commission's number four
man, charging him with espionage — AFP/UNB photo
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US may offer to
limit N-test

United States is considering

proposals to limit nuclear
weapons testing, the

WASHINGTON, May 25: The

Minister Ejaz-ul-Haq arrived Sunday with a personal message
from Prime Minister Nawaz S'Imrtl' for Alghan interim
President Sibgatullah Mojaddedi, diplomats said, AFP reports
from Kabul.

Ejaz, the elder son of late president Mohammed Zia-ul
Haq, who was known for his tough stand against the Soviet
occupation ef Afghanistan, was warmly received by senior ofli-
clals and Mujahideen commanders.

Alter disembarking from his plane Ejaz kissed Alghan sotil
and emotionally embraced officials. Diplomats said he deliv-
ered a message from Sharil to Mojaddedt.

The contents of the letter were not immediately known.
But Alghan teclevision reported thal the minister assured
Pakistan's full support in the reconstruction of the war rav-

aged country.

Thai newsman wounded : a «porter
was wounded when four men on motorcycles fired shotguns

at journalists waiting at an air force base for Lthe possible
departure of Thailand's ousted Prime Minister, General
Suchinda Kraprayoon, a newspaper spokesman said Monday,
Reuter reports from Bangkok.

The shooting happened about an hour before midnight on
Sunday when nine reporters were outside Bangkok's main
military airport hoping to caich a glimpse of Suchinda, vho
announced his resignation on Sunday, a spokesman for &
mass-circulation Thai Rath news said.

The motorcyclists fired 12 rounds in their direction,
wounding a Thai Rath reporter, the spokesman said.

Suchinda's whereabouts are now a myslcery but he is still
believed to be in Thafland.

Israeli planes raid Shi'ite base :

Isracli warplanes attacked Shi'ite Muslim gucrilla bases in
southern Lebanon on Monday, killing three people, police
reported. It was the third such raid in five days, AP reports
from Lebanon.

Police said two
gunships took part in the 6:30 am (0330 GMT) raid on two
villages that are traditional strongholds of the Iranian-backed
Hezbollah, or Party of God. There was no immediate confir-
mation by Isracli officials.

The victims were killed in a two-storey villa buill by a
Shi'ite business tycoon and believed used by guerrilias outside
Jibsheet, police said.

Hezbollah fighters cordoned off the stricken area, allowing
only ambulances to race in and out as they scarched for more
victims in the villa's rybble, police added.

Two union official arrested : sgeron
authoritics have arrested two unfon officials who lead a strike
last week at the El Hajar Steelworks in the east of the

country, offictals said, reports AFT’ [rom Algiers.

Dilmi Derradji, Sceretary General of the Steelworks Labour
Union Council, and council member Lahlu Hocine were
charged wilh carrying out unauthorized activities after the lo-
cal branch of the government-backed General Unfon of
Algerian Workers suspended the entire council.

Their arrest was ordered by a court in Annaba alter a com-
plaint was flled my management at the El Hajar steel plant,
which employs 18,000 workers.

24% h(ﬂd ill China + Police have arrested

more than 2,400 pcople in China's freewhecling special
economic zone of Shenzhen in a renewed campaign against
the “"seven evils” that have grown along with the area's
prosperity, reports AFT [rom Hong Kong.

The semi-official Hong Kong China News Service said the
crackdown, which began in March, had focused on prostitu-
tion, porno hy and ling

“OF:T lhE%ﬂy pmlmn syndicatcs have been smashed
and more than 1,200 prostitutes arrested, it said.

The others arres
drug traflickers or addicts.

Other ‘cvils’ that make up the list include kidnapping,
drug dealing, feudal superstition and participation in organ-
fsed crime socictics.,

Sthanouk for
Cambodian unity

i REY VENG (Cambodia).
May 25 : Prince Nordom
Sthanouk launched an appecal
for Cambodian unity herc lo
day, urging the Khmer Rouge
to abide by a United Nalions
peace plan, reports AFP.

The Khmer Rouge have
been accused of using delaying
tactics In the Supreme
Nauonal Council ( SNC) in an

official reports say.
Members of
Indepe

the

fighter-bombers and two Cobra helicopter

included some 900 gamblers and 150

MOSCOW, May 25: The former Soviet Union
s an environmental nightmare with pollution
of every sort, including the nuclear poisoning
of land and water resources from the Arctic to
China and from Chernobyl to the Pacilic rim,

Commonwealth of
ndent States, successor Lo the Soviet
Union, will be looking to next month’s earth
summit in Brazil for assistance in clearing up

some of the worst damage caused by decades
of breakneck industrialisation, reports AFP.

Washington Posl reported to
d-,- Says Reutcr.

The proposals range [rom
halving the number of under-
ground nuclear explostons
[rom six Lo three a year 1o a
more sweeping plan that
would virtually halt nuclear

lesting by 1995, the papcer
said quoling unnamed Is.

Ne US agency supporls
Yeltsin's demand that

Washington immediatcly join
the nuclear testing morato-
rium that Russia announccd

last Oclober.

Red alert in
Poonch, Rajouri

POONCH, May 25: A rcd
alcrt was sounded in the bor-
dcr districts of Rajouri and
Poonch aflter police found ex-
plosives in several arcas, re-
ports PT1.

An cxplosion was averted as
the police and intelligenee
wing of the border sccurity
force defused an anti-lank
mine planted along the
Mcndhar-Balnoi road belore 1t
could causc any damage, offi-
cial sources .

The sources described this
incident as the handiwork of
the Pak military intelligence
nctwork, Interservices
Intelligence, to inlcensily in-
surgency in Jammu and
Kashmir, especially the border
districts of Poonch and Rajouri
to crcate panic and harass-

ment among people in general.

|

I
|
|

International

| India seeks extradition

of Prabhakaran

NEW DELMI, May 25 : India
has moved to seck the extradi

tion of the chief of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eclam (LTTE) Sri Lanka

in connection with the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination, newspa-
pers said here Monday, re
ports AFP.

The National Herald quoted
Home Minister 8 B Chavan as
saying Sunday his ministry had
forwarded the request for the
extradition of Vilupillai
Prabhakaran and “other ex-
tremists” to India's Ministry of
External Affairs.

Prabhakaran, the supremo
for Sri Lanka's Tamil separatist
last week as the primary and
secondary accused in the May
21, 199] a assassination of the
former Indian Prime Mintster

They arc among 4] people

charged, 26 of them Sri
Lankans, asked whether
Colombo was likely to accedc
o the request, Chavan told the
United News of India: "We

s0. At Jeast it had admit-
led prime facie Prabhakaran's
involvement in the erime and
hence there should not be any

problem.”

Gandhi was assassinated at
an election rally in southern
india by a woman suicide
bomber who detonated a mas-
stve explosive charge strapped
to her waist when she pro
tended’ 1o touch his feet.

The charge sheet filed in a
Madras court last weeck allcgod
that Prabhakaran personally
masicrminded the killing in
revenge for Gandhi's having
sent Indian troops to Sri Lanka

perinsula

in 1987 w0 curb Tamil sepa-
ratism, and o prevent his re-
election.

india outlawed the LTTE on
May 14 aflter accusing the
group of assassinating Gandhi
and supporting seccessionist
movements in southern India.

Although Sri Lankan secu-
rity forces are currently bat-
ting the LTTE in the tsland’'s
northeast, Colombo has ruled
out banning the , argu-
ing that it would prejudice a
possible solution to the island's
dragging ethnic conflict.

Though the Sri Lankan gov-
ernmenl may lo the ex-
tradition of PPrabhakaran and
Amman, there is still the ma
jor problem of arresting them
from the Tiger-controlled
Tamil heartland of the Jallna

Hekmatyar men clash with

Uzbeks : Several killed

KABUL, May 25 Fighting

crupled again In Kabul
overnight tween Uzbcek
militia and opposilion

Mujahideen guerillas, leaving
several people dead, residents
and guerilla sources said

Mo . reports AFP

Uzbek ﬁhlfr‘ ol general
Abdul Rashid Dostam clashed
for several hours with guerillas
of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar »
Hezb-{-Islami late Sunday in
the city's three southern dis
tricts, they said.

Hekmatyar insists that the
militia leave Kabul, saying he
will not participate in the in
terim government thal came
to power with their help a
month ago unless they do.

"Al least |8 Dostam men
were killed in the fighting
sald a spakesman [rom
llckmalyar's headquarters in
the Prime Minister's ollic
here.

The spokesman said he did
not have exact details of the
fighting, nor would he give
details of casualtics sullered by
the Hezb guerillas in Kabul's
Bin Hissar, Kalauchar and Shau
Shahid districts.

Residcenits from Bin |lissar

lold reporters thal there was
no clectricity in the area when
the fighting broke oul

“There were many cftviltan
casualties,” satd one resident,
adding that the two sides
lought with rockets and guns
from their respective bunkers

Dostam has placed his nuen
in the south of the ety 10 keop
the Islamic fundanw ntalist
fighlers out, but the residents
sakd the llezb guerillas had o
cupled portions of the Lhree
districts

Sunday's fighting followed
shelling of the area Thursday
and Friday despite a nculral
Mujahideen commission's an
nouncement! Lthat the battle for
Kabul had ended.

lHospitals in Kabul report
recciving several casuallies and
mijurnnd people every day Irom
the oity's suburbs where rival
gucrillas are entrenched In
lace  lo-lace positions

Sporadic shelling in the
south continued loday but de-
Lails of casualties werce nol
known.

"We are trying to find out,
sald another oflicial
| lezb's headquarters here

!l’[ll'l'j

jacked another siall car be-
longing to the Uniled Nations
in the unpoliced city of Kabul
altler beating up the vehicle's
driver, sources said here today.

Three Mujahideen fighters
held up a car belonging to the
UN Industrial Development
Ordanisation [(UNINDO) latc
Sunday at gunpoint in the
city’'s Kalatfatullah district and
ordered ils occupants o gel
oul., UN sources said.

The hijackers clubbed the
car driver whoen he tried o re-
sist, dragged him oul ol the
vehick: and drove #t awny, Lhey
st |

Sunday's hijacking was the
sceond incident involving UN
vehicles In Kabul, where sev-
cral complexes belonging 1o
the wor hody have cither
been occupied by gucrillas or
looled by unidentilicd people
since the April 28 handover ol
power to an interim Islamic
government.

Alghan residents oo have
reported scores of car thelis
[rom the city s Microrayon dis-
lrict. Many have begun sclling
their automobiles because of
the security situalion in the

Off the Record

She'’s more a writer
than a rock star

MINNEAPOLIS : Don't confuse Ingrid Chavez with Sheila E,
Vanity Apolionia or other Prince proteges. The singer-poet-
actress says she's more a writer than a rock star, AP

“If | ved in a different era, it would be Paris in the 20s.”
satd Chavez. a fan of Paristan cales and silent-screen actress
Louise Brooks. 71 fell in love with the peopie there.”

Chavez, 27, is an American with a big following in Europe
and Japan Her self-titled debut album, co-written, co-pro-
duced and co-performed by Prince, has received sgme US
airplay but has gotien a better reception overseas.

Marketing Chavez in the United States may be a challenge.
Her dreamy song-poems have a pulsating rhythm well suited
o clubs and discos, bul they' re a bit offbeat for top 40 radio.

Her ex-husband convicted

w

Ad

SYDNEY: Lindy Chamberlain, wrongiully convicted of the
1980 murder of her baby daughter Azaria, was finally granted
compensation yesterday, but the amount fell far short of her
Australian dollar 5 million (US dollar 3.8 million) claim, re-
ports Reuter.

Chamberiain, who maintained the nine-week-old child was
taken by a Dingo from a campsite near Ayers rock in August
1980, was paid a dollar 900,000 (US dollar 680,000), the
northern territory government announced

Her ex-husband, Michael, lly convicted of complic-
ity in the murder, received a dollar 400,000 (US dollar
300, 000).

“This matier is now al an end,” Nerthern Territory
Attorney -General Daryl Manzie said in a statement.

Lindy Chamberlain, whose pent three years in jail afler one
of Australia’'s most bizarre and controversial criminal cases,
was not immediately available for comment.

US to become outcrop
of new monuments

WASHINGTON : The people of America are giving their
capital an outcrop of new monuments, AP.

Therell be one to honour Franklin Delano Roosevell, one
for Francis Scott Key, one for the blacks who fought in the
War of Independence, one for combatants of the Korean con-
Mict. one for the 11,000 women who served in Vietnam and
one for all women who alded the cause In America’'s wars.

And amidst the granite and bronze, one lealy garden will

be buflt, intended 1o invoke thoughts of peace.

Ground was broken last Sep
ending decades of debate over how the nation should

tember for the FDR Memortal,

pay dis-

iinet \ribute to a leader who changed the relationship of the

people o their government.
Previous designs

— two abstract columns, dubbed “Instant
Stonchenge,” and rose garden -

had been discarded. And

Congress was slow coming up with the money.
The memorial now Is 1o be completed by 1995,

Like all it has a
beginning and an end

ROME : Giovanni Falcone, the

magistrate killed by an al-

le Mafia bombing, was a good-humoured, handsome hero

fiq
ITALY: The coffin containing the bedy of anti-Mafia judge Gi

the Court of Justice building by officials on Sunday. Falcone,
were killed by an explosion on a highw

Mujahidcen guerillas hi-
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JOHANNESBURG, May 25 :
The African National Congress
Women's League (ANCWL) in
the Johannesburg region sus-
pended its President Winnie
Mandela and the entire execu-
tive, her powerbase, an ANC
regional spokeswoman said to-
day.

A regional meeting of the
ANCWL Sunday decided on the
suspensions after halfl the ex-
ecutive offered to resign, the
spokeswoman told AFP,

It was felt suspending the
entire execulive, which was
re-elected with Mandcla as
president only on May 3,
would permit a thorough re-
view, and was preferable to

piecemeal resignations, the
spokeswoman said.
But a source who attended

the meeting told the domestic
news agency SAPA the suspen-
sions were a "concerted effort

to clip her (Mandela's) wings.”

It coincided with a [urther
blow when ANC Information
Director Pallo Jordan told the
Sunday papcrs she was under
investigation for alleged [raud
in her department.

Beset by rumours that shc
was involved in murders and
assaults, Mandela, 58, has
thrown hersell into campaign
ing for victims of township vio
lence, bolstering her claim to
political rehabilitation.

Some 40 regional members
of the ANCWL unveiled a social
wellare support commitiee al
ANC regional headquarters
here Thursday to call for her
reinstatement as head of ANC
social welfare.

She resigned that post on
April 15, two days alter her
husband, ANC President
Nelson Mandela, announced
their separation.
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ay near Palermo on Saturday.

ovanni Falcone is brought into
his wife and three bodyguards
— AFP/UNB photo
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believed that organized crime could be defeatled despite

the tough odds, reports AP.

“The Malla isn't unbeatable,” Falcone once told an inter-
viewer. “The Mafia is a human entity, and like all humans it

has a beginning and an end”,

Falcone began fighting organized crime in the 1960s when

he was assigned to a

Sicilian town.

« In 1978, he was assigned to Palermo, and he soon began
handiing the island's top Malfla cases, including the 1982 as-
sassination ol another national hero, General Carlo Alberto

Dalla Chicsa.

Like Dalla Chiesa, Falcone was killed
46-year-old Francesca, a Palermo judge. She
alter her husband did in the same

wilth his wile,
ied a few hours
hospital.

Falcone was sent to Sicily by Rome just 100 days ago to
lead the state's war against the Malia.

Iran-Contra scandal

Clines first man to
serve 16-month term

WASHINGTON, May 25 :
Arms middleman and retired
CIA officer Thomas Clines on
Monday will become the [irst
participant in the Iran-Contra
scandal to go to prison, rc-
ports AP.

Clines is scheduled to serve
a l6-month term at Camp
McKean, a minimum-security

~ WINNIE MANDELA

19608 left

one aflfecting

In fact Chernobyl was only one of several
such cases. Nuclear wcapo

ns testing in the
of the northeast of the country

heavily contaminated, while accidents such as
‘a nuclcar storage facility in the

southern Urals led to the interdiction on a

large

huge area in the latc 1950s.

Nuclear fallout from Chernobyl poisoncd
. tracts of land in the West of the former
union and killed over 6,000 people, according
to the latest Ukrainian Government figures.

February drew an apocalyptic picture of Lhe
environmental situatfon in Russian federation,
the largest of the former Sovict republics.

Oil lcaks from pipclines criss-crossing
Siberia, acid rain from giant industrial plants.
and untreated chemical wastes pumped into
Avers and lakes have turned large parts ol the
country into disaster areas, the report said.

Among the areas worst affected, the council
pointed to the lower Volga Basin whose walers
drain into the Caspian Sea, the coal
Kuzbass region of Siberia, arcas of central

Winnie suspended from Women's League

The ANCWL's national exec-
utive commitiee in a statement
Sunday disassociated itself
[rom the Winnie supporters,
saying they were "innocent,
uninformed women who have
been misled into belicving they
were involved in a principled
demonstration.”

As for the fraud allegations,
the Sunday Press reported that
Mandela and her supposed
lover, sacked ANC lawyer Dali
Mpolu, squandered 400,000
rands (142,857 dollars), on

“top class hotels and concord

Nights during an overseas
fund-raising trip last year.

A senior ANC source told
the Sunday Times here that
shortly before her resignation
18 head of social wellare,
dozens' of summonses from
jewellers and clothing slores
sceking payment had been de-
livered to her department.

lederal correctional facility in
Bradford County, his lawyer,
Tom Spencer, Said Sunday
night.
A federal a court re-
fused to let Clines remain frec
while he appeals his convic-
tions for fafling to disclose to
the US government some of
the profits he made from arms
deals for the Nicaraguan
Contras.

Clines is asking the US
Supreme Court to review his
case.

In 1985 and 1986, Clines
assisted the sceret Contra aid
network run by White House
aide Oliver North, who was as-
signed by Reagan administra-
tion higher-ups to help the
rebel force when Congress cut
off military aid.

Clines used his contacts in
the Communist East Bloc and
western Europe to arrange the
purchase and delivery of rifles,

machine guns, grenades and
cxplosives to the Contras
fighting Nicaragua's then-left-
ist government.

A federal court jury in
Baltimore found Clines guilty
on September 18, 1990 of four
felonies, including failing to
report to the Internal Revenue
Service more than 260,000
dollars in profits from the
arms shipments.

lle also was convicted of
[ailing to tell the IRS about
overscas [inancial accounts.

“He basically failed to [ile a
piece ol papcr with the gov-
ernment,” said Spencer. "This
was a situation In which the
prosecutors ed they were
going to get him and then
scoured hundreds of thou -
of fedcral statutes to deter-
minc what they could gct him
on. This is the best they could
come up with.”

A fcderal appeals court in
Richmond, Va, upheld Clines’
convictions in February.

Spencer said he expected
his client to serve about half of
the 16-month term.

Clines is an exccutive for
Panex Corporation of McLean,
Va, an international sccurity
consulting firm.
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CIS an environmental nightmare with pollution

of fertilizers in the countryside and the divert-
ing of watcr from its main affluent.

In the neighbouring republic of Azerbaijan,
one in three children die at birth in the city of
Lsumgail, a sprawling pectrochemical city on
the shore of the Caspian Sea, according o
medical reporis quoted by western experts.

e situation is as bad around the Aral Sea,
in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, where the di-
version of watlers for cotton production has re
sulted in the silting up of the sea and the tumn-
ing of agricultural land into desert.

| Wan in T(;kyo

to normalize
relations

TOKYO, May 25: Wan Li,
chairman of the National
le's China's Parliament,
arrived here today for an t-
day stay amid a decpening dis-
pute over a possible visit to
china by Japanese Emperor
Akihito, reports AFP.

allempt o slow down Lhe im-
plementation of UN peace

plan.
The SNC ups the lour
Cambodian lactions and was

established to embody tLhe
country’s sovercignty during a
transition period leading lo
clections early next year.

The UN conference is to be attended by
more than 100 heads of government and 185
delegations totalling 30,000 people.

Massive radio-active falloul resulting from
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power plant disas-
ter in the Ukraine is the boest known case of
pollution in the formecr Sovict Unfon but rep-
rescnts only the tip of the leeberg,

There have also been dozens of cases ol ra
dio-acttve leaks from nuclear power stations,
most recently near St Petersburg official re-

. long kept secret, now speak of nuclear
waste, including aging nuclear submarincs,
dumped or scuttled at sea in the Arctic Ocean.

A coordination council for ecological ques
tjons, appointed by the Russian presidency, in

Yakutia, the Amur river bordering China and
the heavily-militarized Kola Peninsula in the
northwest.

Other CIS republics have also been badly hit.

Armenia's Sevan Lake has turned fug light
blue to dark grey and produces only a tons
of fish per year, compared fo 600 tons 10
years ago. Damage s blamed on the heavy use

In Stheria, the glant lake Baikal, the largest
[resh water reservoir in the world, is also
threatened by pollution as wood-pulping facto-
ries and other chemical plants pour waste into
its waters.

" In an overall depressing picturg even the
cities are in a bad way, with M« consid
ered one of the most polluted in the world.

Wan, accompanied by Vice
Foreign Minister Xu Dunxin, is
to meet Japanese leaders in-
cluded Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa, Foreign Minister
Michto Watnabe and the em-

peror.




