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Irrigate — the Local Way

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia recently inaugu-
rated the North Bangladesh Io&?unn Project
(NBIP), de ed to lrr ate 44 hectares of
land using 726 deep tubewclla (DTWSs). In a coun-

where land is sllrved of water on either side

the monsoon season, and where landless or
small-holding farmers struggle to survive on a
single season's harvest ol cereals, the implemen-
tation of the project should have come as a highly
welcome news However, the cxiatlnp\ﬂrralﬂy ol
rural Barq‘hduh coupled with the availabilit

credible altermative in the form of a manua up
erated Tradle Pump (TP), makes the govern-
ment's apparent acceptance of DTWs as the an-

swer (o the country's ultural ills somewhal
disturbing. Had there been no alternative to the
imported, expensive technol then there
would have been no point to debate. Sadly, our
policy-makers, lgsl tnﬂuenccd by donors
such as the World Bank, whose judgement may
well have been coloured by imported percep-
tions, seem to be ignoring the local answer to
this indigenous problem.

ulture in Bangladesh is unique and char-
acterised by fragmented land, availability of abun-
dant manpower, and the existence of a vast and
regularly recharged aquifer. A comparative analy-
sis of the benefits of tht DTW and the TP in the
context of the NBIP area would surely show
which of the two options hold more in terms of
lpr ropriateness.

n terms of cost alone, the DTW should have

ected. According to government figures,
thc DTWs were installed at the cost of nearl
US tSD million, whereas the cost to insta
176,000 TPs necessary to irrigate the same area
would have come (o some $3.5 million. In addi-
tion. farmers in the NBIP area will have to pay
Taka 1,200 per year to rent the DTW water for
two cropping seasons; but in the case of the TPs,
the farmers would have been the owners of the
pumps glving them total control over their re-
quired water supplies throughout the year. That
cmlml“ is of vital importance, because with the
DTW, the farmer remains dependent on the
pump and {ts owner in a neo-feudalistic manner,
and is never sure of supply when he needs it
badly. The TP not only allows the farmer to irri-
gate his land with water when he needs it, but
also by the exact amount necessary which is not
always the case with DTWs. This control over wa-
ter supply would also allow the farmer to diversify
his crops thus vastly increasing his cash income
and giving a major impetus to his eflorts to break
out of the poverty cycle. This is a major factor
which is completely missing from the DTW sce-
nario.
ladesh is also a country where real unem-

ployment figures run into tens of millions, which
should make any labour-intensive but productive
technol like the TP instantly attractive. In the
case of NBIP, the 726 DTWs are projected to
enerate 5,000 jobs, but manual irrigation would

ave uired enough productive work to create
60,000 full-time jobs. giving vital roles to women
and other rural family members, who would oth-
erwise remain idle. e government should also
consider the fact that while DTWs are heavily
subsidised by external donors with large dollar
components in the form of imported Iuel and
spareparts, the TPs carry no such burdens.
Indeed, greatler demand for TPs would have a
rippling eflect throughout the economy because it
would create jobs and income in the manufactur-
ing and installation sectors.

Given the vast socio-economic benelits appar-
ent in the use ol TPs and the obvious disadvan-
tages associated with DTWSs, it is surprising that
the government has not made a thorough review
of the country's irrigation policy. It is, however,
never too late Lo eflect a policy re-think. At
senil, the situation is characterised by a lack of
clarity m_ﬁ1 overnment strategy. and that ought to
change e government should take a closer
look at the alternatives available and arrive at a
decision based on indigenous needs and resist
external pressure or persuasion to do otherwise.

A Forbidding Full-day
Journey

One thought that if Bangladesh, from the day of
the British colonial exit, has added anything tu it-
self in its history of dwindling riches, those were
roads, huildinﬁs and population. The point of
population explosion needs no elaboration. The
chan kyllne of Dhaka speaks eloquently of
the buil boom. 'n a land of unreal businesses
and finances, real estate has, for better or worse,
become real big business. And about roads, one
can have an idea ol the performance by even a ca-
sual visit to the three bus terminals of the city,
namely, Gabtali, Mohakhali and Syedabad.

The third boom has taken placte in such a
breakneck fashion that many experts are inclined
to see in the roads spawned by its devilish agents
that are cho our waterways out of existence —
a worthy accomplice of Fara In spite of such
mixed blcsslngs of the wild ramification of road
links and dying water connections, there seems
to be some cases in between the — two, some
that combine the evils of both. One of such cases
is exemplified by Dhaka's link with Shariatpur.
The 40-mile dlstancc takes a numcly of 13 hours
to complete — with everyt aunches and
trawlers and buses and rlc aws and country
boats and walking doing their bits just fine.

We have earlier in these columns drawn our
readers’ attention to the plight of Singair farmers
serving their cattle sumptuous vegetable lunches
and dinners faced with an inability to reach their
coveted produces to the biggest market — Dhaka
— only 26 miles away. There were reports of pre-
cious giant-sized shobri bananas — selli aka
1 for four. Every year crores of Taka worth
pineapple and lr:mun just rot away in thc
Chittagong hills for want of transport to pro
marketis or lack of canning facilities. :
Shariatpur or Singair or ati case is a study
in trrational and unplanned transport situation —
as irrational or more than possibly the roads
lhcnmrhrcs — or the lack of lhcm

r;i side we have the curses of being
compelled to do 40 miles in 13 hours — slower
than one's walking rate. The Himalayan toy train
used to take seven hours to negotiate the 52
miles between Shiliguri and Darjeel We once
thought that was a world record. The Takerhat-
Gopa ganL bus beat that hollow for most of the
history this brick-soled stretch. And now the
Dhaka-Shartatpur journey beats them all. The
horror of it comes out in a Daily Star report made

on Thursday.
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Process of Sustainable Development yet to be Launched

of libcration
December 1971

13X

time of
our nationhood . blood
and tears, of the ruins

and destructions, the birth of

independent Bangladesh
venated the united n.."..Lf‘

obliterated and every citizen
Pﬂ'plﬂll for hard work IM

that there could be nothing

nﬂthlu-u ..nd therthrt
it was best of times to
launch a massive endeavour
and the nation as fast
as possible. For the first time
in history, the people enjoyed
the unique oppeortunity to
decide thetr fate, realise their
dreams and fulfil their
aspirations.

The supreme leader after
his return from captivity, an-
nounced in his first address to
the Nation; "We will make
Bangladesh the Switzerland of
the east." Why was 11
Switzerland? Because it is the
only country in Europe which
never su from a war Il is
the country of permanent
peace and neutrality as well as
the most prosperous inspite of
lack ef natural resources like
us: small In size although
hemmed in by gilant neigh-
bours like Germany and France
which is very close Lo our
conditions. In fact if one com:
parcs the two countries, we

a distinct
htmrhnd in

terms of race, language, cul
lure and the Church: while

Bangladesh is truly homog:
nous in every sense like the
Japanese and this is oflen
cfted as a signtficant factor be-
hind emergence of Japan as a
leading world economic

advantage:
divided iIn

But Switzeriand or Japan —
they are only distant mirage;
receding further with each

ing . We fafled over the
two and during

the reign of three successive
Covernments W launch the vi-

tal process of sustainable de-
velopment thal could carry the
nation along the path of eco-
nomic and social progress. The
critical sttrmulus o sustainable

remained conspicuous
by its absence. In fact this has
been the case all over South
Asia. There were sporadic
growth, may be for two/three
years with good weather and
bumper harvests but the long
term trend of a high th
ceonomy which cou hawve
conu [rom the correct stimuli
were vitally missing

Miracle of ASEAN
Economies

This has been quite unltke
what happened in other parts
of the Asian continent where
the newly industrialising eco
nomics emerged or the growth
miracle of some of the ASEAN
economies ook place during
the last few years so much so
that when in 1992, the whole

world 1is sullering from
recession, the economies of
cas! and south-east Asia arc
still booming with relentless
expansion of the manufac-
turing sectors, in parucular.
Today it is generally recog:
nised that the vital difference
have been the prescription for
gﬂwth South Asia generally
liowed the public-sector ori-
ented policies, more akin to
the socialist planning model of
development and looked iIn-
ward to sustain market expan-
sion necessary for economic
growth. To the east of the sub
conlinent, the policies favou
red outward strategies relying
on Lhe market forces and the
privale sector. We adopted

growth and development in
tpﬁl u(l.- uphill nature.

RBul what were these aborra-
ons? First after 1947, the
arms race between India and
Pakistan drained away re-
sources lor development on a
massive scale. Second we in
sguth Asia became more con-
cerned with the distribution of
the benefits from growth
rather than first. One
of the planning ministers of an
ASEAN country put it very suec-

cinctly when he said; “We were
more concerned with increas-
the size of the economic
. while they (meaning us
in south Asia] were busy cut-
Ung up the small economic ple
into bits and pleces.”

import substitution while o
the cast, vigorous cxport pro
nwion became the order ol
Lhe day

Thus at the primc time,
that s during the initiation of
the growth process. therc
were aberrations of what
should have been the detailed
policy framework and pro
gramme development in South
Asia while to the east of the
subcontinent. the most appro
priate stimulants were ident)
[led s0 (hal Lhe aberrations
werce avoided and Lhey had a
straight run through the path

Enlightened Pragmatism
fo add more, as much and
ax [ast as possible to the gross
domestic product on a sustain
able basis should be najor goal
al the prime time of develop:
ment. Unfortunately the south
Astan leaders were lured into
policies that maximise (he
share of politically more rele
vant interest groups. In order
o Increase national weallth
south cast Asia stretched the
welcome hand to foreign capi
tal even as carly as 19680 As a
result, Japancse entrepreneurs

moved in with their technolo
gies although hardly 15 years
o south-east Asia with tanks
and bombs and the memories
were still quite fresh_The en-
lightened pragmatism mani-
[ested in these developments
were truly amazing At the
same (ime (during ecarly
1960s), | remember an influ-
ential Indian economust teiling
me that colonjalissn came g
the subcontinent through a
trading firm, the East India
Company. That was foreign in-
vestment in those days. We
must therefore resist by all
means a repetition of his

In Pakistan, the refugee :-:EI
from India could have initiated
the high growth economic
process. To this day, the
refugees from India have not
been intcgrated with the locals
in Pakistan since they had to
organise their own political
party. Morcover in the early
1970s. there were witch hunt-
ing of the wealthy capitalist
fanilics. As  a result. they
moved away to sale havens
clsewhere in the world. The
history of Bangladesh is all too
vivid in our memory: the large-
scale nationalisation of 1972
was a full-blown national dis-
aster.

Acting in Opposite
Direction

These were the prime time
aberrations from which we are
badly sufllering today While
indian real estate developers
Mourish in Thafland, Pakistiani

capftalists locate thetr facto-
ries in North America and

make money in England, the
locals of south-cast Asia act

exactly in the opposite
direction: they invest in thetr
own countries and also invite
foreign capital to do the same.

What we essentfally lack is
We in south Asia
to be more emotional.
When subcontinental politics
was (and still is) dominated
the Kashmir issue with
realising at what cost,
Malayasia decided 10 annul the
union with Singapore and
Creale a separate city state.
ASEAN politics is dominated
by economics. We in the sub-
continent revert back o owur
sordid history bloodied
cominmunal tenstons. The
of enlightened pragmatism s
perhaps best demonstrated by
China when Hongkong has
been tolerated to grow and
prosper or trade with Taiwan
allowed to expand very rapidly.
Politics and militariam seemed
to be the primary source of
aberration in south Asia. China
avoided the pitfalls by consid-
ering econoamic Istons —
first and Eﬂmlm

But it is better late than
ncver. The politics of the sub-
continent is at last veering to
the stark realities of life tnday
Let us no longer be the de
viants of the continent and re-
turn o the mainstream of
growth and development.

Wanted : New Words for aNew World

EW YORK — To understand thc drama
tic political changes taking placc in
many parts of the world where institu-
tions and Internal rclationships scemed till
recently to be sct in concrete, it is necessary
to begin by rcmaking the glossary which has
shaped political discourse for many decades.
Here arc some rellections: Third World. Its
1960's
Sauvy, the French demographer, wrote an arti-
cle in Le Monde in which he referred to three
worlds: two industrialiscd, one capitalist, one
communist — Le. the Sovict Unton — and an
unindustrialised Tiers Monde, a third world.
People everywhere took on the phrasc and
gave it connotations which Sauvy
tended. Third World was soon universally
taken to mean that huge mass out there, [ar

usc began in the late

away [rom the rich.

Third World became that materially poor
world charactcrised by gross poverty, grub-by
citics where beggars in their thousands

tecred visitors with their hideous whining
E:‘.bakslu'z:h rapid population growth ratcs
and a multitude of other horrors unfamilfar in
this day and age to the First World.

The First World was of course, the rich cap-
ftirlist world. Very few knew what the Second
World was, but it was a uscful distance-making
roscd a buller between the
First World and the Third which hardly
one, except poor pcople, wanted to think

phrase which interp

LLEGAL gold panncrs are

growing more daring in

Zimbabwe. It is fcared that
as the drought dcepens morce
and morc people will resort to
the trade which brings in
ready cash.

The panners produce about
two kilograms of gold a day but
scll only 1.5 kg a year to the
Rescrve Bank of Zimbabwe,
which is the only authorised
buyer of gold.

Panning oflen lcads of vio-
lence. Last year a [ather a and
son, lla Pearsc Coventry
63, and Douglas Bevis
Coventry, 42, werc caught by
detectives as they bought pro-
ccssed gold from illegal pan-
ncrs along the Rudne River,
Masvingo.

Douglas ran to his car and
took out a pistol. In a shoot-out
the police ran out of ammuni-
tion. One escaped, lcaving his
colleague behind. The
Coventrys held the oflicer
hostage.

The detective who escaped
found his way to Duchwa Mine,
60 km away. A police tcam
rescued their collcague and ar-
rested the two Coventrys. Two
bottles of processed gold and
$Z14,387 in cash were recov-

address.
Spoken English

Sir, Our university gradu-
ates are weck in written and
spoken English, at a time
when they are ‘entering the
world' and embarking on a
career.

The use of English at higher
and international levels cannot
be avoided, as it has become a
world language for exchange
and communication. Even the

have realised the im-
portance of English, notwith-
standing the situation that
while they can read and write
independently and individu-
ally, many are weak in oral
English — speaking and listen-
ing. Another analogy is our MA
students of Arabic and Perstan,

when Alfred

had not in-
aligned.

he applicd

value -[ree.

any-

Then came the Bandung
the titans of the ex-colonial world— Nehru,
Tito, Nasscr, Sukarno — and rather awkwardly,
Chou En Lai, whose country had not yet broken

But now thal the Sccond World has largely
disappcared as a global force and has been re-
vealed as a rickely superstructure held to-
gether for 70 years by
scaling wax, the phrase Third Worl
lost its meaning.

Another such outmoded cpithet 1s Non-
It began
Jawaharlal Nchru's phrase "third force” which
to those
cmerging from colonfalism, which needed
time and space to takc their place under Lthe
sun without being dragged into the Cold War.

Stiwee there was nol much “ferce behind
thecm, the preferred word for a shorl time was
‘neutralism.” But there was a flaw in it it sug-
gested not only ideo
moral neutralism, as though
the concept belicved~that politics eould be

idcological pins and

oo has

in the carly 50s with

couniries Lhat were

ncutralism but also
the adberents of

Conlerence where

with the Soviet Union, met to frame the prin-

Old words and concepts like Third World, Non-alignment and New
International Economic Order no longer define world relations. Sri
Lankan journalist and author Varindra Tarzie Vittachi says the
world needs to discuss ideas and moral relationships instead of

wasting time on words that have lost their meaning.

trend?

the commercial fortress of Europe,
Japan do? What can the developing world do,
jointly or separately, to deal with this clear

what will

Mere mouthing of the slogans of the 70's —
an New International Economic Order for ex-

ample — will not do. The industrialised world

is not discussing ideas and moral relationships.

They arc playing hardball for high stakes.

ciplcs of "peacciul co-existence™ with the two

SUpCTpOWerS.

Soon alter, the word non-alignment became
the generally accepted brand name for coun-
trics which did not want to be pushed around
by the United States or the USSR,

And then a non-aligned bloc of 77 countries
emerged [rom a seminar-conference held in
, Chile. Pressure
from this bloc brought about the United
Nations Conlerence of Trade and Development
[UNCTAD), which was to serve as an intergov-
crnmental instrument to press for change In
the intermational trading system.

The 77 grew in number to more than 120.
But is still called the 77 and will continue to be
called the 77 because the concept
of its raison d'etre with
sudden collapse of one of the superpowers.

The new configuration of power now de-
mands a reassessment of the relationships of

the mid-sixties in Santiago

mentl was

Even the cherished
a common effort to deal with the North has to
change for two reasons. The Neorth is no
what it was in the 1970's when the South be-
came a mental construct in the developing
world. And the southern hemisphere is not a
coherent force.

The West is well aware of this absence of
herence and has become a
art of playing one southern
other. It is time for another Bandung where
world could come to some firm
agreements about
marginalised by global events.

Ex-Tanzanian President Ju- hu'zzym
South Commi-ssion Report could be the
basic working paper. The study
What needs doing is making agreements and
getting down to work. There is no time to
waste on words we can do without.

the

of non- -

the developing world and the industrialised

world. Many

questions are in the air. .
In the face of the protectionist zeal growing
in the United States and the rapid buflding of

Drought Starts More Panning for Gold
Charles Rukuni writes from Bulawayo
Devaluation of the currency It_ul year and the

L.ur:r three gunmcn shot
dead Isaac Bhangent, 23, at his
home in central Mashonaland,
15 km from Bindua. Bhangent
was reported to be middleman
for a small-scale gold miner.
The gunmen wcere believed to
be associated with another
miner and took away some
gold. were not caught.

In another incident three
panners made a fire in the
shaflt of disused mine. They
suffocated to death and rescuc
teams took two wecks to re-
tricve the bodies. Yet other
panners have drowned when
the rivers in which they were
operating llooded.,

Panning has become more
attractive as a result of the de-
valuation of the Zimbabwe dol-
lar by 40 per cent last year.
The price of gold rose [rom
$Z1.000 to 8Z1,800 an ounce.

Giles Munyoro, president of
the Small Sclae Miners
Association ol Zimbabwe, esti-
males that 100,000 pcople are
involved in gold panning
across the country. Most oper-
ations are along thc major

decpening drought are enc

ouraging more people to

pan for gold. Most do it illegally. Some are using
mercury for go!d dust testing, which is polluting the

rivers. Panning is also to increasing crime.
New regulations have been introduced but they are
not being strictly enforced.

Zimbabwe

rivers — Runde, Insiza,
Muzingwane and Mtshabezi in
Matableleland, and Mazowe in

/~South Airica \ T als ] | W 2s4s L

Mashonaland. The rivers and
the dams on them have silled
up as a result,

Samc panncrs arc now re-
poricd to be carrying out on-
the-spot gold dust testing, us-
ing mercury which s pei-
sonous and therefore a health
hazard to people living down-
stream. The panners are quite
aware of the environmental
hazards.

They simply say it is a
qucstion of survival : "It's bet-
ter to drown searching for the
precious metal than to die of
hunger.” They do not discrim-
inate in to whom they sell the
gold. In most cases they sell it
to illegal dealers who in turn
scll it outside the country.

To control panning and save
the rivers from further degra-
dation, the government has
passed rcgulation setting out

panners should operate.
Panncrs sceking alluvial gold
along the public streams and
rivers must get a permit from
their local council.

Permits cost $Z20 a year
for each 50-metre stretch of
water. Only over-18s and peo-
ple living in the area can get
them. Although they can oper-

- — ——_—

of the South as

plltnworﬂc:&
country against the
how not to be farther

has been done.

— IPS

Varindra Tarzie Vittachi is a former newspa-
per editor and former deputy executive direc
tor of the UN Children's

. UNICEF.

ate as Individuals of as co-op-
cratives, people must be of
good character and sell their
gold to the Reserve Bank or its
agents.

Alluvial Id operations
must be confined to the river
bed and diggers must not ex-
ceed a depth of 1.5 metres.
Operators cannot use mechan-
jcal equipment and must back-
fill areas they have mined as
they continue operations.

Records are kept of all
permit holders and to the gold
obtained and sold by each op-
erator. Anyone [louting the
regulations will not be given a

rmit for five and can

fined up to $Z2,000 or

‘jailed for six months.

The regulations have not
been given enough publicity
and most people are still oper-
ating illegally and come from
arcas oustside where they
erate. They are believed to
agents of big business.

CHARLES RUKUNI, a free-
lance journalist, was the
Harate editor of the Zimbab-
wean weekly Moto, and later
deputy news editor of the
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and |

who can get first class marks
in written examinations, but
have difficulty in conversing
fluently or comprehending the
language while li r stening.

Thcr:fnr: the educational
authorities may consider
whether to have (a) compul-
sory spoken English classes
from a certain stage; [b) at the
tertiary level, provide the
teachers the option to lecture
and teach relevant subjects in
the English medium; and, (c)
allow the students the option
of writing the answers in
English during the examina-
tions.

"Option® means both
English and Bengali are al-
lowed and avaflable, and it is
for the student to decide

whether to go to the "Bengali

classes or lo the "English

classes. In fact {t might not be
necess to have two separate
scctions and duplicate classes,
because if the lectures are in
English, the students could
write the answers in Bengali if
they so desired. The books
may be in English, but "Note
Books”™ may be required writ-

ten in mixed language for tuto-
rial of the students who are
"weak” In English.

In the English-medium
schools, English conversation
class should be made compul-
sory; as there is no point in
learning English without being
able to use {t through the
mouth and the ears.

A Mawaz
Dhaka

Fruits and vegetables
Sir, Moderate increase in
Vitamin C consumption might

help reduce the rise of heart
disease, pre-mature death and

cancer as pointed oul in the
news-item “Vilamin C c¢xlends
life span” as published in the
media on May 10. This study
suggests that men who con-
sume a few hundred mil-
ligrams of Vitamin C every day
live about six years longer than
men who don't and the vitamin
may extend women's lives by

about one year. Scientists be-
it is better to consume

lieve,
the higher amount of Vitamin
C by eating five daily serving of
fresh fruits and vegetables
than by taking vitamin pills.

The study is consistent with
evidence suggesting moderate
amount of Vitamin C counter-
act oxidants, chemicals that
help cause heart disecase. The
study also suggested a few
hundred milli of Vitamin
C daily might help protect man
and women against cancer.
Foods rich in Vitamin C in-
clude oranges and other citrus
fruits, strawberries, waler
melons, guava, papaya, pine-
apple, potatoes, sweel pota
locs, tomatoes, cabbage, green
lealy vegetables, caulilflower,

peas, broccoli, green and red
chillies etc,

Due to the faulty system ex-
isting here, people could not
understand the real truth.
Most of our well-to-do people
are consuming imported fruits
avoiding local ones, rich in
Vitamin C. If growers can get
better price for their produce
then they will be interested to
grow and eat more and more
fruits and vegetables which
will definitely minimize the
discases and mal-nutrition

among our people.

M Alauddin
West Nakal Para, Dhaka

Meetings and works

Sir, In The Daily Star of
April 21, Ms Sultana Faizun
Nahar in her 'opinfon’ rightly
wondered whether the ghost
of Ershad was still there in the
BTV. | don't know whether our
leaders still feel that by ad-
dressing meetings and show-
ing those scenes on Television

they would gain popularity.

This is rather a feeble attempt.
If they want to be appreciated
by general public they must
work hard and show results.
The leaders who are in gov-
ernment must not waste time
by running across the country
addressing mectings and mak-
ing promises which are sel-
dom fulfilled.

The meetings not only
waste money but also waste lot
of valuable time of many gov-
ernment officers and respon-
sible public. Why don't the
leaders stay in office where
they can use their time in a
much better way by specilic
discussion and planning to
solve the various problems.
When people see that genuine
and sincere attempts are made
to solve their problems then
the leaders will surely be loved
and respected which will obvi-
ously help them to get votes.

People virtually do net
bother who is in power. ‘I:ﬂ
want peace and progress
whoever can give these shall
be voted to power.

A citizen



