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Traflic anarchy in Dhaka
city appears to have reached a
horrendous state to which the
vast multitude of operaling
rickshaws contribute their
sharc in a large measure. With
their mammoth numbers and
turtle's pace, they have suc-
ceeded in making a mockery
of all road traffic disciplines.
The situation has become so
desperate that widespread
pessimism prevails and nobody
has the slightest idea when
there will be light at the end of
the tunnel. '

At any important trallic
crossroads, you confront a
jungle of vchicles where the
unruly rickshaws dominate the
scene. Particularly at busy
hours, smooth flow ol traffic is
paralysed by their slow-paced
movements, ofien creating a
veritable pandemonfum. At
such moments you may get the
sinking feeling that the city
has been gorged with more
rickshaws that even the widest
avenues could accommodate

The rickshaws thus consti-
lute an important causalive
factor for intolerable road con-
gestion in the city. According
to the estimate of the Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC), which
takes care of rickshaws, their
number in the city is about
three lakh, nearly four times
higher than the Hcensed oncs.
Although the DCC has report-
edly stopped issuing ncw li-
cences since 1987, new ar-
rivals enter the streets thro-
ugh spurious mecans.

The police are responsible
for their managemenl on the
sircets but they exercise no
control over their numbers. In
the past, they, in cooperation
with the DCC, made atlempts
to tame the unruly rickshaws
but their attempts did nol
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prove much of a succeas owing
to the resistance [rom rick-
shaw owners and pullers.

The trallic police on their
side suffer from a shortage ol
manpower. This makes their
work of proper management of
rickshaws difficult. The real
difficulty was pointed out by a
police official who asked, "How
can you imagine managing a
traffic that has thousands of
untrained rickshaw pullers
who, migrating to the city
straight from a paddy [ield,
grab rickshaws and come out
on the streets?”

The present policy of mak-
ing certain roads of the city
out of bounds for rickshaws
scems to be working just as a
palliative. There are other im-
portant roads where the rick-
shaws continue to creale un-
bearable traffic tangle. The po-
lee and the DCC have identi-
fied 18 city points that arc
most vulnerable to traffic jams
mainly due to rickshaws. These
include Motijheel Commercial
Area, Gulistan, Mouchak, Far-
mgate, Fakirapool, Maghbazar,
Malftbagh and most parts of the
old city.

The problem of abolition of
rickshaws has humanc aspects
linked as il {s with socio-eco-
nomic issucs. According to a
source, more than 6 lakh pco-
ple — both rickshaw owners

and pullers — are dependent
on them. llence no welfare
government can overlook

these aspects. So there is nced
for circumspection to cnsure
that, in the case of their aboli-
tion in phascs, the affected
people may swilch over Lo al-
ternative occupations, for the
creation of which the govery
ment should play an active

part.

SKOP strike July 7
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headquarters — Dhaka | Chitta
gong, Khuina and Rajshahi.

The SKOP demands -
clude: fixation of minimum
wage for the workers at Taka
1400, slarting production at
the closed mills and [actories,
withdrawal of government an-
nouncemenl on retrenchment,
stopping denationalisation,
amendments to the existing
labour laws, and implementa-
tion of the Pay Commission re-

port

Presided over by Abdullah
Sarkar, the convention was
addressed by the labour lecad-
ers representing different
trade union federations com-
bined under the umbrella of
the SKOP.

No representative of the
ruling party's labour f[ront
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal, a
component of SKOP, partici-
pated (n the convention.
However, Sabura Begum of
Jatiyatabadi Garments Sramik
Dal addressed the convention
and supported the SKOP pro-
gramme.

Over 50 labour leaders rep-
resenting the workers and
employces of the raflway,
transport and bank sectors,
jute, textiles, tea and sugar
mills and chemical industries
and different agricultural insti-
tutions addressed the conven-
tion throughout the day. The
speakers include: Abdus Salam
Khan of the CPB-backed
Trade Umnion Centre, Belayet
Hossain Majumder of the
Nationalised-Autonomous -~
Financial Institutions Workers
Action Council, Abdul Latif of
Biman Ba h CBA lcader,
Shafiqur Rahman Hr:fumdl:r,
Shahjahan Khan and Abdul

Matin Master of Awami
lcague's labour [ront Jatiya
Sramik League, Tipu Biswas, S
M Rumi, Abdul Kader, Yaqub
Ali Bhuiyan, Sharatullah, and
Protab Uddin Ahmed.

SKOI’ lkcaders Nurul Islam,
Farlul Haq Montu, Lutlor
Rahman, Mesbahuddin Ahnw«d,
Dr Wajedul Islam Khan and
Abdur Razzak were also pre
scnil.

Abdullah Sarkar, chiel ol
Samajtantrik Sramik Front,
strongly protested the gov-
ernment move lo retrench
workers in the state-owned
enterprises. There is no ex-
cess workers, he said adding, a
total of 1,04,042 posts of em-

s and workers were ly-
ing vacant in the governmenl
entcrprises.

He demanded alternativc
jobs for the employees and
workers prior lo retrenching
them.

Abdullah Sarkar held a scc-
tion of corrupt high officials
responsible for huge losscs
incurred by the nationalised
institutions and demanded an

into the matter.

The SKOP leader also called
upon the ment to take
measures for realisation. loans
of Taka 22,000 crore from 200
industrial units, identified as
defaulters. '

15 more killed
in Punjab

CHANDIGARII, May 22:
Filteen persons, including nine
militants and two police con-
stables, were killed and a De-
puty Superintendent of Police

was injured in Punjab last
night, police said here, reports

PTI.
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Dhaka is now poised for be-
coming a mcgacity like Tokyo,
Calcutta, lHong Kong. Sincce il
is absurd to think of a megacily
with primitive vehicles like
rickshaws operating in its tral-
fic system, il has now become
an fimperatlive neccssily Lo
conceive a perspective plan
about gradual phasing oul ol
this archaic conveyance. I the
road transport authorities have
already such a perspective plan
up their slecve, there seems Lo
be no point in keeping it out of
public knowledge. Since il is
inexorable that rickshaws muslt

.make way for speedier Lrans-

ports sooner or later in future,
it will be in the interest ol the

people whose subsistence de-

pends on them if their mind is
prepared well ahead in the
light of the perspective plan.
Several suggestions are
made by knewledgeable quar-
ters for dealing with the prob
lem of traflic congestion cre-
aled by rickshaws. These in-
clude: development of an well-
organised public transport sys-
tem by introducing more
buses, scparation of the strects
for motorised and non-mo-
torised vehicles, constant
watch by the police o ensure
that the rickshaws follow their
own lanes. However, in view of
the growing road congestions,
we seem to be fast approach-
ing the stage where the gov-
ernment will have to think of
going into mass Lransil sys-
lems, as in scveral cities in
South East Asia. Many megaci-
ties like Calculta, Tokyo and
Hong Kong, bcecause ol space
limitations, have pushed up-
ward from strect level or

downward beclow ground to set
up light railway systems. Our
government may have lo pro-
cecd on similar lines in futuje.

Goutam Dewan
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But the sources declined Lo
give details of the delibera-
Lions.

The Environment Minister
visited the aflected arcas and
pon all to maintain

and harmony. |

He said indiscipline, terror-
ism and confusion would not
bring peace and stability in the
hill region. '

False propaganda and con:
fusion, the minister cautioned,
would hamper government's
sincere desire to resolve the
cxisting problem amicably.

Meanwhile, a meeting chai-
red by the Depuly Commi-
ssioner today decided to main-
tain peace and harmony al any
cost. The meeting attended by

ment officials, tribal and
non-tribal leaders.

The meeling was proposcd
by Chakma Chiefl Raja Dcbas-
hish Roy but he was abscnt

Clash over control
of brothel in city

By Stdff Correspondent

Two groups of musclemen
Friday morning and at night
clashed at English Road area in
the city to take control of the
brothel situated there.

The clashing groups fired
gunshots and exploded crack-
ers leaving at least four per-
sons injured, two of them seri-
ously, on the spot.

Of the injured persons
Panna and Shahabuddin sus-
tained bullet injuries Friday
morning and were admitted to
the Sir Salimullah Medical
College Hospital (SSMCH).

Police resorted to baton
charge and lobbed tear gas
shells to disperse the clashing
groups and to bring the situa-
tion under control. But fighting
between the two groups was
continuing till filling of this
report last night.

Kotwali police said, two
groups of musclemen of Lal
Chand Mukin Lane and Golok
Pal Lane had for a long time
been at loggerheads over
claims to control the brothel.

Meanwhile a source said,
three prostitutes of the brothel
were kidnapped during Lhe

clashes Friday. But police, |

however, could not conlirm

the report.
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strategic changes: IISS

LONDON, May 22: East Asia
is on the brink of l.n:nf
5 strategic e
while Central Asia enters a
"period of turbulence” the
international Institute of Stra-
legic Studies (11SS) said in its

1991-1992 stralegic survey,
re AFP.
“Leadership can no

longer be far ofl in C ", ISS
Director Francois Heisbourg
said, ahead of the report's pub-
lication.

Reformers, were lending o
gain the upper hand in the
3 balance” of , but

early to tell i they

old
re-

X

the day

massacre in June 1980" and by
adjusting teo the posi-coid
world war it was poised to im-
prove its standing still further.

Japan entered 1992 in the
same good of "agonizing sell
appraisal” in which It had
started the previous year. All
that seemed certain was that
the Japanese were still uncer
tain about whether they should
be playing an enhanced inter
national role, and if so, what
that role should be.

The economic, a sustaining
force during political turmeoil
in 1986-19900, had begun o
falter and a “succession of noew

scandals have tarnished
Japan's image,” the report
s

The Korcan peninsula was
caught in an acute paradox in
199]. On one hand a series of
agreements between north and
south had opened up for Lhe
first time the prospect of a
top-level summit and real ex

changes developing across the
border

On the other hand, North
Korea's nuclecar ambitions
threatened the security of the
region, the report said.

Heisbourg pointed out there
was a lack of internattonal in
stitutions and other fora for
discussion and cooperation in
the region and these should
be created without delay,
‘because prevention is better
than cure.”

There had been "undoubted

" towards a eful
ettioment fa Cambedia, bul &
scrious gquestion remained
whether the UN presence
would be able to [ill the
“evident political vacuum In
the country™ and permit ofiec
tive implementation of the
199] Paris Accord

Darkness under
the taper

By Staff Correspondent

Believe 1t or not, farmcrs
along the bank of the river
Buriganga in Keraniganj uparila
plough their land and till reap
their rmr in the glow [rom
the capital.

Like darkness under a ta-
per, life in 272 villages out of a
total 427 in Keraniganj, which
stands right across the Buri-
ganga, go without clectricity at
night. A total of 155 villages
have so far been brought under
electrification, according lo
information from the uparila
administration.

The Buriganga river culs
the capital Dhaka from Kerani-
ganj, an industrial suburb.

Local people say that farm-
ers specially those having land
near the river do not face diffi-
culties in tilling by night be-
cause the area is suffuscd with
light sent [rom high-rise

‘buildings in the capital. And

they really get a bonus when
the flood lights of Dhaka
Stadium are put on.

They explain that the light
[rom Dhaka i{lluminate the
river-side agricultural land in
shuvaddya, Teghoria and
Konda Unions because Lhe

ground level of Keraniganj i '

lower than that of Dhaka

Prime Minister
construction work of a 33 KV
power sub-station at Kalindi
area in Keraniganj, which, lo-
cal people hope, would hclp
drive away darkness.

It would also help the farm-
crs frrigate the lotal of 24,000
acre of arable land in the
upazila with deecp and shallow
tubewells and also ensurc
stcady power supply to total of

Begum |
Khaleda Zia Friday opened |

1393 big, small and medium |

industrial units.

Khaleda
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and Tourism Abdul Mannan,
State Minister for Environ-
ment, Forests, Fisheries and
Livestock Gayashwar Roy, local
mc¢mber of parliament Aman-
ullah Aman, Convenor of the
Dhaka district BNP Mohiuddin
Ahmed and local leaders Sul-
tan Naser, Wahiduzzaman, Ish-
tiaq Hossain and n.

The Prime Minister, in her
address, pointed out the huge
system loss in the power sec-
tor and urged all to resist the
malpractice unitedly.

"If we can check the huge
system loss, increased number
of people can have power at a
cheaper rate,” she said.

She described her party's
efforts for attaihing self-suffi-
cle of the country, Begum
Zia said that the country
spends Taka 400 crore every
year in importing canned milk
powder,

"Why should we spend this
amount every year only to im-
port powder milk when these
are not good for child-health,”
she asked.

“If we can raise dairy farms
in the ecountry, ple will
have good milk the moncy
can be used for the develop-
mlﬂp;ogrammu," Begum Zia
told meeting.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
dug out mud to let the water
flow into the 11.5 kilometer
Kharakandi-Goaduri canal
which will bring 4000 acres of
land under irrigation facilities.
She also laid foundation stone
of a local bus terminal and a 33
KV power sub-station.

On her way back to the cap-
ital, Begum Zia also visited the
Keraniganj Upazila Health
Complex and laid the founda-
tion stone of the upazila dak

bungalow building.

B TS i B i =

| — el EEE

From Mage | Cal §

would not say if they would
resign their cabinet positions

The capital was quict for a
second Friday, but hun-
dreds of is demonstraled
again at Democracy Monu
meni, which was wreathed in
black and ringed with
memorial flowers for demons
trators killed by the army,
according to AP

Pro-democracy leaders an-
nounced that a mass demon-
stration would be held
Monday, when parliament is o
hold hearings on the violence

The parlament is lo begin
considering the amendments
May 29, and the final volc is
expected a little more than a
month later. Il the coalition
parties keep their word, pas-
sage is assurcd because all the
opz’nsmun parties support the
reforms.

"If the amendment doesn'l
pass then our party will with-
draw its support and thc gov
ernment will collapse,” said
Preecha Pongcharenkul, a leg-
islator in the largest coalition
party, the Justice Unity Party.

AFP adds : Strong rumours
of a coup swept the Thai capi-
tal tonight as demands intensi-

report concluded.

The collapse of the Soviet
Union and the emergence ol
ncwly independent stales of
the Soviet Muslim periphery,
required a complete revalua-
tion of the frontiers of Central
Asia, the report said.

“There is a general consen-
sus Lhat the weakening ol
Russian influence has created a
potential vacuum lor other re-
gional powers to extend their
political, economic and cul
tural influence,” the report
saidd.

The two major actors of
South Asia, India and Pakistan,
were grappling with a variely
of in political and secu-
rity problem that pose the dual
threats of political destabiliza-
lion and territorial disintegra-
tion

T-'hemll:r rs of the
region — . Sri Lanka
and Nepal — were having to

deal with similar ms, re-
sulting from global change and
the Indo-Pakistani military
confrontation

At lcast in the short run,
the maintenance of weslern-
type democraties in South Asia
will face increasing political
pressures from violent ethnic
nationalism and Iﬂdtlpl"t‘ﬂ’

coonomic dissatisfaction,” the

fied that the military leaders
responsiblc for the slaughter of
more than 100 pro-democ
demonsiralors carly this wec
be punished.

Diplomatic sources de-
scribed the risk as a strong
possibility as the mili faced
the biggest threat 10 the tradi-
tional power they hold iIn
Thatland

Several embassics have put
their stafl on weckend alert
and onc That security firm,
which has a General on its
board, closed and sent work-
ers home ecarly after telling
them there would be a coup
Friday night.

The coup rumours began
shortly after the fate ol Thai
Prime Minister Suchinda
Kraprayoon's tempesluous 45-
day reign scemed scaled Friday
when his Foreign Minister
blamed him for the slaughter
of pro-democracy demonstra-
tors and insisted he quit.

But an a spokcsman
dismissed the rumours. "Abso-
lutely not,” said Coloncl Ban-
chorn Chawansilpa when asked
whether such a development
was likely.

"Rumeours of a coup arc be-
ing spread by the opposition,”
Banchom addod

Bidu performing dinice yesterday at a function organised

by Nazrul Academy in

anniversary of rebel poet Nazrul Islam.

_____

m——

Suchinda resigns

observance of 93rd birth

— Star photo

“Children's rights
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to take specific measures lo
enforce those rights, the mea-
sures which are specified run
parallel to the summit goals
and include many actions re-
quired to protect the children
in especially difficult circum-
stances [CEDC). The govern-
ment to establish na-
tional and local forums to
promote full knowledge of the
principl¢s and provisions of
the convention.

It will also carry out a re-
view of existing laws which
prolect the rights of children,
following which action will be

taken to formulate proposals

| for necessary new laws to ad-

vocate their adoption.

The government will also
mobfilize privale and voluntary
organisations and “provide
technical and financial assis-
tance 10 such organisations for
conducting their programmes
in this regard smoothly.

it will also appoint an addi-
tional sceretary with special
responsibility for monitoring
the progress of the pro-
grammes relating to the rights
of the children. The upazila or
urban community social ser-
vices officers will also perform
a monitoring role under the
supcrvision of the deputy di-
rect..r of social services in
charve of the districts.
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The Midnight File

UNHCR may suspend

relief efforts in Bosnia

GENEVA,

May 22 : The UN High Commissjoner for

lcfugees sald Friday it is considering suspending relief efforts

in Dosnia- alter

fighters h

fjacked a convoy of

trucks carrying food and medicine. UNHCR spokeswoman
Christiane Berthiaume said carlier the agency would withdraw

from the former Yugoslav republic because the safety of its
workers was no longer guaranteed, reports AP

. UN admits Bosnia,
Croatia, Slovenia

UNITED NATIONS, May 22 : The General Asse

Friday admitied the three former Yugoslav republics of
Slovenia, Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina as individual mem-

ber states. The General

president warned that ag-

gression against Bosnia would result in "serfous conse-

quences,” reporis AP,

Ex-BNP Minister
joins AL
By Staff Correspondent

Former Minister of the BNP
government Barrister Abdul
Huq joined the Bangladesh

{ Awami League expressing his

confidence In its policies and
ideals at a meeting with
Sheikh Hasina Friday at her
residence al Mintu Road.

General Secretary of AL
Sajcda Chowdhury MP, Mej
bahuddin Khan MP, Dr Mgzanul
Huq MP, Prol Abdul Mannan
MP and Alhaj] Rashed Mo
sharral MP were present
during the meeting.

Abdul Huqg in a statement
on the eve of his joining the
Awami League sald that two
opposite forces now [ace each
other with opposing Ideolo
ges. One represents the peo-
ple who believe in Bangalee na
tionalism and the other repre-
senis the communal and reac
tion force, he said, adding
that the demand of the time is
to unite all the patriotic,
democratic and progressive
forces under one banncr up
holding the spirit of Liberation
War and Bangaler nationalism.

Indfa tour : 35 to
accompany PM

A 35-member entourage is
likely to accompany Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

during her forthcoming visit to
India, reports UNB.

Begum Zia will pay a three-
day state visit 10 India begin-
ning Tuesday (May 28) at the
invitation of Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao.

The Prime Minister's en-
tourage Iincludes Foreign
Minister A S M Mustafizur
Rahman, Akbar liossain MP,
Foreign Secrctary Reaz Rah-
man, Principal Secretary lo
the PM Syed Hasan Ahmed,
Additional Foreign Sccretary A
H Mahmood All, Secretary of
the PM's office Kamal Uddin
Siddiqui, Press Secrectary to
MP Abdus Sobhan, Direclor
Gencral at Lthe MP's ollice
Mahbubul Alam, Chiel of
Protocol Tulall Karim Haider
and Direclor (South Asia) at
the Foreign Ministry Shaiful
Amin Khan

Besides, an ||l -member
media team is likely to accom-
pany the Prime Ministcr (o
cover the visit,
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at thc council session In the
city while AL Publicity Secre-
lary Mohammad Nasim, Pre-
sidium member Zillur Rahman,
Kamruzrzaman, Joint Secrctary
Abdul Jalil and office secretary
Fazlul Huq were present at

Savar.
Majlish and Mantu were the
Prestdent and General

Secretary of the district com-
mittee until March 5 when
Mantu was expelled by the
Central Committee on charge
of anti- activities.

During the day-long confer-
ence divided into two sessions
both groups formed a 48-
member committee for the
next (wo years.

Former MP and senior
member of the district com-
mittee Jamaluddin Ahmed has
been elected the General
Secretary of the Mantu-group
while Advocate Saifuddin
Ahmed was clected fts Joint
Scecrelary.

Dhamrai Thana AL Pre-
sident Benjir Ahmed has been
clected the General Secrelary
of the Majlish group, it is
leamnlL.

Eight of the 10 presidents
and secretaries [rom Savar,
Kera j, Dhamrai, Nawab-
ganj and Dohar Thana were
prescnt and were introduced
lo the audience al the
Engincers’ Institution while
Majl:sh group claimed that
nine thana presidents and sec-
retaries were present at their
conlerence.

Majlish group claimed that
129 out of 150 councilors
were present at the confer-
ence at Savar and the Montu
group claimed that 154 oul of
200 councilors were present
in Dhaka.

Montu group claimed that
30 members of the 39-man,
previous commitiee were pre-
sent at the Engincers’
Institution.

Zohra Tajuddin who inaugu-
rated the conference said that
“the decision which had been

Russia to withdraw
40,000 troops

from Poland

MOSCOW, May 22: Russian
and Polish leaders signed an
agreement today under which
40,000 troops of the former
Soviet army will withdraw
from Poland by November 15,
reporits Reuler.

A small group will stay be-
hind to supervise the transil
home of 200,000 troops still

' in Germany.

The agreement signed by
Polish Foreign Minister Krzy-
sztof Skubiszewski settles the
financial arrangements for the
withdrawal.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin and Polish leader Lech
Walesa Singed a lreatly on

litical cooperation, [ITAR-

ASS news agency said.

President Yeltsin described
the treaty on [riendship and
cooperation between Russia
and Poland as a historic event
... President Walesa said Lhat
the document opened a new
page in bilateral relations,

| TASS said.

imposed upon Montu should
be faced politically.”

"llasty expulsion can never
solve any problem of a parly
and Maniu's coniribution to
the party must be recognised,”
she sadd.

The other leaders including
Mantu said that the decisfon
was an aulocratic one and they
would go for action i the cx-
pulsion order was not with-
drawn at the Central Working
Commitlee meeling on May
28.

The leaders did nol clabo-
ratc the process ol action say-
ing that it would be [inaliscd
later on.

Earlier, Mantu and Mrs
Tajuddin were given a standing
ovation by several thousand
supporters at the auditorium
when they reached at around
|2 noon.

They demanded withdrawal
of the expulsion order.

When contacted over tele-
phone Khan Majlish said that
"only the conference at Savar
had legal basis as it s approved
by the Working Commiltee.”

He claimed a huge gathcer-
ing at the conference in Adhar
Chandra High School
premiscs.

A central leader in Dhaka
commenting on the council
said that an expelled man "can
nevcer convene or organise a
council and the presence of a
central leaser is undesirable.”

Another source said that
the Central Working Commi-
ttee meeting of the AL on May
28 might be stormy.

Pay ad arrears
before May 27,
BSP urges govt

Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Parishad (BSP) and Bangladesh
Council of Editors Friday urged
the government to pay to the
newspapers by May 27 all out-
standing advertisement bills
amounting to Taka over six
crore, reports BSS.

At a joint meeting held with
BSP president Barrister Moi-
nul Hosein in the chair, they
said the payment of out-
standing advertisement bills
was immediately needed 1o
enable newspapers meet their
requirements for making nec-
essary payments before Eid-ul-
Azha.

The meeting in a resolution
observed that newspapers
were facing financial crisis be-
cause of improper distribution
of government advertisements
and severe budgetary con-
straints.

The meeting called for fair
distribution of government ad-
vertisements and decentralisa-
tion of government and corpe-
ration advertisements. It also
demanded enhancement of ad-
vertiscment rates in the inter:
est of the newspaper industry
and freedom of the press.

The meeting observed that
as the industry was facing f-
nancial crisis, any increase in
the prices of newsprint, ralc of
electricity, duties on chemi-
cals, plates, films and other
materials required for printing
would further aggravate the
crisis in the newspaper indus-

try.



