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Five advance, five exit

Five teams had

their hopes of

making it o the

next year's Sec-
» ond Division cri-

cket league das-
hed as five others crossed the
first of the many hurdles
yeslerday in different venues
in the capital as well as out-
side.
On the eastern ground of
the Dhanmondi Cricket Sta-
dium Uttara Friends Club
chalked up a 45 run victory
against [brahim Eleven.

Asked to bal first, Utliara
made 139 for nine [rom their
stipulated quota of 35 overs
with Turki topscoring with 38,
Tajul made 24 not out whilc
Dipu got 13.

Mini was the most success-
ful bowler for Ibrahim Eleven
with figures of threc for 30.
Faruq took two for 21.

Ibrahim Eleven did not have
the batting at their disposal 1o
measure up to a scanl target of
140 and were shot out for 94
in 32.2 overs. Moin stood
among the ruins quite bravely
with a defiant knock of 32.
Faruq with 16 and Munna with
14 were the other batsmen to
reach double figures.

Georgie was the wrecker-
in-chiefl for the winners with
figures of four for 12,

Mohakhali Cricket Club
recorded a massive |19-vie
tory against Tejgaon Club al
the Mirpur Pallabi ground.

Put in to bat, Mohakhali
made a not-so-imposing 165
for seven from their quota of
35 overs with Azam hammer-
ing a swashbuckling 67 with
the help of eight boundarics
and onc overboundary, Murad,
20. and Selim. 19, were the
other major contributors,
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Morris with two lor 23 and
Nchal with two for 39 sharced
the bowling honours lor
Tejgaon Club.

Tejgaon Club made a mess
of a chase when they found
themselves skittled outl for 46
in 18.1 overs.

Murad ran the

through

- Tejgaon batting with excellent

figures of four for 14. Romel
backed him up well with two
for five.

Dhantya Club recorded an
impressive six-wicket victory
over Baishakhi KC on the
weslern portion of the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Invited to bat, Baishakhi to-
talled 152 for four in 35 overs
with Azad Rahman scoring 53.
Mazhar Ali, 28, and Pankaj Roy
with 19 were the other run
getllers.

Khokan took one for 16
while Saiful collected one for

21 lor Dhaniya.
An unbcaten 51 by Swapan
Kumar Mondal formed the

foundation of an easy victory
for Dhaniya. Khokan made 34.

Dhaniya posted 153 for four
in 30.3 overs.

Salahuddin of Baishakhi
took two for 35 and Papu one
lor 20.

At the Mohakhali T&T
ground, Udity ‘B’ crushed Mill
Barracks Junior Boys Club by
I35 runs in another unequal
contest,

latling first, Udity ratiled
up 195 for six with Johnny hit-
hing 48, Turin 40, Farid 28
and Masum 27

Turin’s cavalier 40 included
two sixes and four hits to the
fence.

Asadul was the pick of the
Mill Barracks bowlers with fig-
ures of three for 30.

Mill Barracks were bookced
for 60 with extras emerging as
the highest scorer with 20.
Skipper Ratan was the top
scorer with the willow with 16
runs against his name.

Karim, two for 13, Rupal,
two for six, and Farhan
launched a collective assault to
decimate the Mill Barracks in-
nings.

In the only match outside
the capital, Rampura Jubo
Sangha defeated Demm SCS at
the Narayanganj Stadium by six
wickets. .

Sent in to bat, Demra with |
the help of a rather large con-
iribution from Mr Sundries
mustered 130 in 34.2 overs
with Igbal topscoring with 27,

Mazhar with 19 and Mizan
with 13 were the other run-
gelters.

Helal claimed three for 18
lor Rampura Jubo Sangha. e
was ably assisted by Aziz who
claimed three for 20. Mizan
took two for 25.

A slring of useful scores by
the Rampura balsmen saw
thefr side home and dry in |
23.2 overs with Kamal chip-
ping in with 33, followed by |
Zahidul, 25, Aziz, 24 notl oul.
and Kabir, unbeaten on 19.

Zaheer, Pappu and Milon
claimed one wicket apicce for
Demra SCS.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Matuail vs Nayapaltan Cri
cketers [DCS West)

Maghbazar vs Ex-Nolre-
damians (N’ ganj Stadium)

Mugda Cricketers  wvs |
Hatkhola KC (Mirpur Pallabi)

YMCC vs Pirerbagh KC
(Mohakhali T&T)

[Dhaka Cricket Proshikhk- |
hon Kendra vs Azam Wagar |
Cricket Clinie [DCS East)

PARIS, May 22 :
The French Open
has something
unusual this year
— an overwhel-
ming favourite for
the men's title, reports AP.

Can any body stop Jim
Courier?

The 2]-year-old American
is returning to Paris, where he
won his first Grand Slam title a
year ago, as the undisputed No.
1 player in the world.

He won the Australian Open
carlier this year and swept 10
an impressive victory last week
in the jtalan Open, the seca-
son’'s major clay-court warmup
for Paris, stretching his win-
ning streak to 16 maitches.

So dominant is Couricr al
the moment that he has taken
to describing his form in
terms of perfection.

“The way I'm hitting the
ball and moving and how | feel
physically, it's perfect,”
Courier said after overpower-
ing Spain's Carlos Costa, the
year's clay-court sensation, in

IVF plans women's

GP from next yr

LAUSANNE. Switzerland.
May 22: The inaugural wo
men's volleyball Grand Prix
scries will open In Tokyo on
May 27 next year, Dr ben
Acosta, president of the
international Volleyball Fede
ration (FIVB), said on Thurs-
day, reports Reuter

This event, with one million
dollars prize money at stake,

the final of the Italian Open
last Sunday. "1 am very pleased
and very confident.”

The women's field is
headed by two-time defending
champion Monica Scles, with
Gabricla Sabatini, Stefli Grafl
and Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario as
the main challengers. No sur-
prises there,

Bul there hasn't been such a
strong favorite among the men
since Mals Wilander won at
Roland Garros in 1988. In the
past three ycars, the French
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JIM COURIER

Open began with wide open
ficlds ended with surprisc
winners — Michael Chang in
1989, Andres Comez In 1990
and Courter in 1991

None came Into the French
with the kind of season that
Courter has enjoyed In 1992

T'm playing much better,”
he said. “1 feel I'm more of a

Courier—overwhelming favourite

of it.”

Other contenders in Paris
figure to include Stefan Ed-
berg, Wimbledon champion
Michael Stich, Pete Sampras, |
Andre Agassi, Chang, Costa and
clay-court specialists such as
Emilion Sanchez, Sergi Bru-
guera and Thomas Musiter,
Boris Becker is skipping the
French Open because of a

thigh injury.
Of all the challengers.
Agassi — Couricr's former |

roommate al the Nick [Bolle-
tticri academy in Florida — |
has the game most suited to

the red clay in Paris. But he |

has folded in two straight
French finals, and this
ycar has slipped to No. 12 in
the world rankings.

"He is as much a question
mark for me as for you,” I
Courfer said. “] do know Andre
is one of the most talented
players on the tour and he'’s a
threat to win any week he de-
cides he wants to. | am quite
sire he will decide he wants to
play well here.”

So will C who stunncd
the tennis wo three ycars
ago by winning the French at
the age of 17. He said he has
become more aggressive to
keep up with power hitters

the Dhaka Stadium.

| fours and three sixes.

v Biman
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ke Courter,

Tragic
LA CROSSE, Wis, May 22: A
17-year-old girl was killed
when struck tn the head with a

discus thrown during a high
school track meet Thursday,

Bulbul, Selim

shine with bat

Sports Reporter

Team 'B’ ptled up 258 for
six from their stipulated 50
overs in the second trial match
arranged as a part of the pre
paratory programme for Lhe
Bangladesh national cricket
team to take part in the South
East Asian championship to be
held in Singapore, yesterday al
Bulbul of

Aminul Islam

| Dhaka Mohammedan Sporting
Club showed fine batting form

with a sparkling unbeaten 67
made with the help of five
Mah -
bubur Rahman Selim of Aba

| hani scored a solid 59 while
his teammate opener Zahid |

Razzak Masum madc 40. Rali-
qul Alam, one of the consistent
periormers lor Mohammedans
in the last league, struck two
fours and a six in his 43 before
being caught by Liton off leggic
and teammate Waheed who
played for Team A

Harunur Rashid Liton, who
was in such great form last
scason with GMCC, gol 24 bu
skipper Shahnaway
Shaheed Shanu was once big
llop, falling for a duck 1o the
lcg-spin of iabibul Bashar
Suman.

Team A will resume their
innings today.

Anand, Short
share title

AMSTERDAM, May 22: Bri-
tain’'s Nigcl Short and Vis-
wanathan Anand of India were
declared the co-winners of the
Spaarbank chess tournament
here on Thursday aflter
finishing level on 3.5 points
from their six matches, re-
ports AFP.

Short, playing with the
black pieces, becat Yasser
Scirawan of the United States
in 22 moves in their sixth and
final match, while Anand
fought a draw with Jan
Timman of the Netherlands.

Short and Timman are due :
to lace each other in January |

lo determine a challenger to
world chess champion Garry
Kasparov of Russia.

Final standings:

Anand and Short 3.5 points

Seirawan and Timman 2.5

Karpov leads in
Madrid chess

MADRID, May 22: Russia's
former world champion
Anatoly Karpov notched up his
fourth win at the Madrid in-
termational chess tournament
on Thursday when he bceal
Zsuza Polgar ol Hungary, rc

ports AFT.
Zsuzra's sister Judith Polgar
kept second place in the

overall standings with a win
over Julto Granda of Peru.
Standings aflcr four rounds
Karpov 4 pts
J Polgar 3.5
San Segundo, Epichin 2.5
Salov, Romero Granda.
Yudasin 1.5
£ Polgar 1

Khwaja chess

Sports Reporter

The 16-player Khwaja invi
tational chess orga by the
Narayanganj District Chess
Players’ Associalion has gol
underway in Narayangan|.

In the opening round of the
lournament, marking its twel
fth anniversary, Abdullah al
Mursalin beat Farhad lassan
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Thailand's Vichai Kadpoh (R) throws a right straight to South Korean Lee Hae-Junin in the flyweight final match at the
Seoul Cup amateur boxing tournament in Seoul on May 21. The Thai won the gold medal and was selected as the most

valuable boxer.

— AFP photo
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'Stich recove
ad

DUESSELDORF,
May 22: Wimblec-
don champion
Michael Stich ca
st aside  his
recent injury and
problems to lcad

off-court

Germany Lo victory over Russia ~

at the world team Cup on
Thursday, rcports Reuter.

But the host county could
not stop Czechoslovakia secaling
their place in Sunday's final
with a 3-0 trouncing of the
United States, their second
whitewash victory of the
round -robin Blue group.

Stich, whose final prepara-
tions for next weck's French
Open have been hampered by
an Achilles tendon injury and
problems with press invasion
of his private life, tmpressed in
a 6-3. 6-1 victorv over

Germans knew

lo save the te with a spirited
7-6. 7-6 win over Volkov and
sult from the other group the
that group
lcaders Czechoslovakia could
nol be stopped. Even if they
losc¢ their last match 3-0, the
Czcechoslovakia will go threugh
atter winning more rubbers.
Alexander Volkov in the opcn
ing rubbcer

Alter Carl-Uwe Steeb Wias
beaten 7-6, 6-3 by Andres
Cherkasov in the second sin-
gles. Stich teamed with Stech

Cherkasow,

[But after checking the ru-

In Sunday's final. they wl.
meel the winners of todav -
key match in the Red group
beiween France and Spain.
Both are unbeaten.

But the German, working
hard to adapl his serve-and-

rs, but not in time

volley game lo Lhe slow clay
courts, said his injury prob-
lems were now clearing up and
he was getting close to the fit-
ncss which helped him to the
final of the German Open car

lier Lthis month.
uven U quite got back to

the level of two weeks ago bul
| am close,” Stich said. "l only
have slight pain and the injury
docsn’t disturb me anymore.”

The Americans struggled
[rom the start when Pete
Sampras, who is also a serve-
and-volleyer, was beaten 6-3,
!* 1 by Petr Korda in the open-
g rubber. Karel Novacek then
strciched the Czechoslovakia
lcad with a 6-3, 6-4 viclory
over Derrick Rostagno.

Korda and Cyril Suk beat
Patrick McEnroe and Jim
Grabb 5-7, 6-3, 6-4 in the
doubles.

Gillingham sounds a warning

SHEFFIELD. Eng-
land, May 22: Bri-
tain’'s Nick Gillin

gham sounded an
carly Olympic ch

allenge when he

swam desperately closc to the
world 10Q metres breaststro-
ke record on Thursday, re-
poris Reuter,

Gillilngham clocked one
minute 1.33 seconds In heats
for the British Olympic trials,
just four hundredths of a sec-
ond oulside the world mark
sct by Norbert Rozsa of
Hungary at the European
swimming championships in

. Athens last August.

The time beat the
Commonwvalth record ol
1:01.49 ~cl by fellow [riton
Adrian Moorhousc at the 1989
FEuropcot: Champtionships in
lonn which also stood as a
world record until January
1991

Cillingham clocked 1:01.45
i the final, beating Olympic
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champion Moorhousc inlo sec-
ond place by over a sccond but
just falling o improve on his
performance in the heats

Moorhouse, who produced
lis best time of the year when
he touched in 1:02.45 in the
heals. clocked 1:02.64 in the
final, with James Parrack third
i1 1:03. 18 after leading at the
lurn in 29.05.

Gillingham is more noted as
4 200 metres breaststroke
swimmer, winning the Euro-
pean title at the distance in
1989 and 1991 as well as the
silver medal at the 1988 Seoul
Olympics and bronze at the
1991 World Championships.
He is the 200 short-course
world record holder.

Moorhouse, pre-selecicd
for the 100 at the Barculona

Games so under no pressure of

qualification, is in the middle
ol hcavy training, Gillingham.
by contrast, had focused on the
Lrials.

James Toney

! McCallum wins

LAS VEGAS, May 22 For-
mer two-time world champion
Mike McCallum batlered jour
ncy man Fermin Chirino from
the opening bell and breezed
o a 10-round unan-mous dec-
ision Thussday night, reports
AP.

McCallum, the [forme:
World Boxing Association ju-
nior middleweight and mid-
dleweight champ, had no
problem with the light hitting
Chirino. McCallum, at 167
pounds (75.6 kilos) worked
the body the first iwo rounds
then concentrated on the
head. Chirino. 167 pounds
(75.6 kilos), was virtually de-
lenseless in the final two
rounds and his right eye was
swollen shut by the 10th

McCallum, 43-1-1 with 34
knockouts, is scheduled to
fight International Boxing Fe-
deration middleweight champ
in Reno, Nev on
Aug 29. The two fought to a
draw last December

Chirino is 16-7-1 with 1!
knockouts

Swimmer banned

IIAMBURG, Getrmany. May
22: Former world [reestyle
champion Astrid Strauss has
been temporarily suspended
for alleged doping, the German
Swimming Federation an

nounced here on Friday, re
ports AFP.
A large quantity of

Testosterone was found after a
drug test during a training
scssion In Magdeburg. in cast-
ern Germany, in March. and
the result was confirmed after
a second test on Thursday, the
Federation said.

Strauss won the 800 metres
event al the Madrid World
Championships in 1986 while
competing lor the [ormer East
Germany.

The swimmer denied 1ak-
ing the drug and said she had a
clear conscicnee: “1 know that
| ook nothing and | ecannet
explain what happened.”
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