League resumes May 26

The First Division
foothall league, w-
hich was suspe-
nded last Aputl
28 teo factlitatle

the Bangladesh
under- 16 and under- 19 fool

ball tgams’ participation in
Asian youth soccer qualifying
competitions held earlier this
month in Rajshahi and Kannus
in India's Kerala stale, will
sesume on May 26, Tuesday
This was decided al a
mecting of the Dhaka
Metropolis Football Assoctation
FA) and the relevant club
icials al Lhe Bangladesh
Feotball Federation offives last
L.
HI"."I"nr-m:: malches will be
played daily, one at the Mirpur
Stadium and two at the Dhaka
Stadium. On the day ol re-
fumption, Rahmatganj MFS
will meet Dhanmandi Club at
Mirpur, the match starting at

400 pm., while Vicloria
Sperting Club will face
Arambagh KS and reigning
champions Abahani Krira
Chakra take on PWD SC at the
Dhaka Stadium in games
slarting al 5 pm and 7 pm re
spectively.

* The two-day delay in the
resumption of the Ileague,
which was originally scheduled
for tomorrow, Sunday has been
altributed to various causes. It
is reported that the DMFA had
asked the National Sports
Council for the Hockey
Stadium ground to hpld at
lcast one game a day there but
Thursday the NSC informed
the football league committee
thal was notl possible since the

Eﬁladﬂvh Hockey Federation

the Asian meel

Sports Reporter

was aboul 1o start an intonsive
training camp lor the national
vouth team which will take
part In the Astan and World
youth meet in Kuala Lumpur
next September. Besides,
some of the clubs taking part
in the First Division league in-
ststed on walting until the re-
turn of thetr players who had
gone to Indla with the two
juntor sides. While the under
19 squad, which failed to
qualify for the final round of
because of
their second-place [intsh
behind hosts India, returmed
to Dhaka Thursday, the under-
16 playcrs touring West Bengal
with the Dhaka Mayor's team
are expected back home today.

The DMFA and BFF oflicials
face a serfous time constraint
to gcl over with the remaining
30 malches of the First
Diviston league. They realise
that they must complete the
I“I:llﬂil‘liijf maltches by the first
week ol June hl.'ﬂuu:ﬂ no!l only
will the Eid-ul-Azha holidays
be here, but also — and more
impertantly — a residential
training camp will have to be
started to prepare the national
team for the 10th Asian Cup
championship qualifying Group
5 competition which starts in
the Thai capital Bangkok Junc
17. Bangladesh play their first
of two games in the three-
team mect — the Philippines
having earlier withdrawn — on
June 19 against South Korea.
They play the hosts on June
23. The winners go to the fi-
nials, to be held in Hiroshima,
Japan. '

According to observers, the
Bangladesh football authoritics

are rcally up against it and
must try hard 10 ensure thal
the First Division league pro

gramme — which is always so
vulnerable to the whims and
machinattons of the two or
three big leams — can be Lakon
to its smooth, logical conclu

ston.

With Foderation Cup win
ners Brothers Unton latling to
rovide Lhe c¢xpected chal
enge, the league champi
onship has been reduced once
again to a two-horse race be
tween reigning champions
Abahani Krira Chakra and their
arch-rivals Dhaka Mohamme-

dan Sporting Club.

Abahani lead the table with
31 poinls [rom 16 malches
while Mohammedans have 29
from their 16 e nis. 1f
the revised schedule for the
remainder ol the league pro-
gramme is to be believed (i,
unless it is further revised!)
then the two ts of the
country's fuul‘.blﬁmu?lll meet in
the Dhaka Derby on Sunday,
June 7.

At the other end ol the
league ladder, Bangladesh Jute
Mills Corporation (BJMC] who-
sé officials relied on the young,
inexperienced students of the
Bangladesh Krira Shikkhya
Protisthan [(BKSP) arc to be
relegated to Division Two next
season because their position
at the very bottom is now
beyond redemption. The other
relegation candidates, as of
now, are newcomers Eskaton
Sabuj Sangha, Police AC and
Dhaka Wanderers Club. One of
these three will join BJMC on
the way down.

' BARCELONA, Sp-
ain, May 22. Bar-
celona collapsed
on Thursday into
joyful chaos when
- tens of thousands
of supporters lurned qult to
welcome the city team home
[rom their European Cup
victory over Sampdoria ol ltaly
at London's Wembley Stadium,
reports Reuter

Police battled, mostly in
vain, to kecp the coach carry-
ing the Barcelona team and the
European Cup lrophy moving
even al snfil's pace through
the city céntre on the tri-
umphal 15 km trip from the
airport

If we can cope with this,
we can cope with the Olympic
Games,” said onc weary peo-
liceman accompanying the
Noisy corn

LLoudest checrs were re-
scrved for manager John Cruyfl
and fellow Dutchman Ronald
Kocman, Barcelona's hero of
Wembley whose | 12th minute
gnal narrowly avoided the
match extending from cxtra-
time into a penally shoot-ocul.

Most spectalors had tears
in their eyes and somc were
openly weeping as the team

R

arcelona welcomes

JOHAN CRUYFF

were welcomed home through
clouds of ticker-tape, bearing
Europe's premier club soccer
trophy for the firgt Ume in the
club’s history.

The team were hugged and
kissed as they made their first
stop, al the Basilica ol Mercy
church jn the Gothic Quarter
of the city, where the city's
viclorious teams traditionally
give thanks to Barcelona's pa-
tron saint, Our Lady of Mercy.

The briel dedication kere-
mony inside the church, dur
im: which the Cup was placed
belore the altar, was all but

its heroes

drowned by tht crowds out-

- shde.

CATALAN COLOURS

ONLY

The team boarded
coach, emblazoned with the
team crest and a sign reading
"We are the champions”™ for
the short jour to the City
Hall and to the seat of the re-
gional government of Catalonia,
of which Barcelona is capital.

The square separating the
ilwo administrations was a sea
of Barcelona's maroon and blue
colours and of the red and yel-
low Catalan flag.

Not a Spanish flag was in
stight to celebrate the club
which identifies itsell more
closely with the Catalan au
tenomous region than with the
rest of Spain. o

Some of the thousands who |

packed the square outside the
City Hall had to receive medi-
cal treatment after being
crushed against the police bar-
ricades.

Barcelona ended their day
of tiumph when they returncd
to their home ground, the
120.000-scat Camp Nou, lo
reccive the adulation of thou-
sands of supporters.

tht:irl

Mayor's booters
return today

Y 1 ¥haka 's under-
16 lostbhall leam, led Dhaka
Cny Mayer Mirea . Fe-

turns honw oday after

three exhibition matches in
West Hengal, India, at the invi-
Lation of the Calcutta Mayor,
reports 11588,

The Dhaka Mayor's team,
which kit for Caleutta on May
14, won lwo maiches and lost
onc They beat Caleutta Mayor's
Fleven 2 0. 24-Parganas
District Magistrale's Eleven 2-
| and lost o Bashirhat Eleven

| O-1.

(Gazza says he

knows the score

LONDON, May 22: England
Paul Gascoigne
said he had no fears about be
ing singled out as a Larget for
hard-tackling defenders when
he plays for [talian club Lazio,
reports Reuter

‘1 know what to expect,-
said Gascoigne on Thursday. I
get kicked, I'll just get up and
gel on with iL°

‘T've been kicked by plenty

[ people in England and #
will be no different.”

Lario assistant coach Gian
carlo Oddi, in London to asscss
Gascoigne's fitness alter a
scrious knee injury, said: "He
(Gascoigne] will be the focus of
atlention all the time.”

"He will have the same
problems as men like Mara
dona, Platint and Van Basten -
and it won't be casy becausc
it's true that ltalian tacklers
are very tough.”

“But it's also true that in the
last two years the Relerces
Associalion in [taly has given
much stricler instructions
aboul providing protection lor

players.”

PAUL GASCOIGNE

"As well as referees boing
more scvere against those who
commit bad tackles, we will
help Gascoigne learn how not
to react to those sort of chal-
lenges. He will have to behave
in @ mnormal way like other
Italian payers.”

The wvolatile Tottenham
midficlder flies to Rome today
for further medical checks. I
he comes through then his 55
million pounds sterling trans-
[er is expected to be finalised
in London on Tuesday.

Barcelona joins
chase for £ 8m
David Platt

LONDON, May 22 : Newly-
crowned Europcan Cup cham-
pions Barcelona are reported
lo have joined the cight mil-
lion-pound- chase for [talian
based England international
David Plall, reports AFP.

A representalive of the
Spanish.giants was sajd by
Friday's Today newspaper to
have made an apprmwh for the
Bari midlield star

They join a list of three
Italian Leams chasing the 25-
ycar-old, namicly Sampdoria,
Juventus and Parma.

Parma have already had a
cash offer of cight million
gounds accepted by Bari, but
the relegated Series A club are
aldo known to be keen on.a
player-exchange deal, which
the two other lialian sides are
npegotiating.

One Epgland international
already transferred is strtker
Raul Walsh, who has agreed to
4 400,000-pound switch to
$ccond Division Portsmouth.
=

Top clubs condemn TV deal

LONDON, May 22:
The managers of
England’s top so-
cecer clubs, inclu-
ding Manchester
United, Liverpo-
ol, Leeds and Arsenal, are
Planning action to protest the
dirs 547 million TV deal an-
nounced this week for the
ncw Premier League.

League officials have signed
a [ive-dea¥l agreement with
British Sky Broadcasting and
Lhe British Broadcasting Cor-
poration. The arrangement will
be that the BBC screens edited
highlights while the satellite
3SkyB shows live games, in-
cluding some on Monday
nights.

That arrangement has an-
gered some ol the big clubs in
the 22-club league, cspecially
those who will be scheduled to
play in European compelitions
on Wednesdays.

Liverpool chiel executive
Peter Robinson, whose team
will be in the European Cup
Winners Cup next season, said
on Wednesday he was onc of
six Premier League managers

to vote against the deal.
And on Friday, Manchestor
Untied manager Alex Fcr

guson, Howard Wilkinson, who -

is in <charge of leaguc
champion Leeds and Arsenal's
George Graham issued a joint
statement condemning it.

"We will meet Lo discuss
this stampeded deal as soon as
possible,” Ferguson said. "It is
the mos! ludicrous and back-
ward decision thal football has
taken.

"We managers musl scri-
ously question its wisdum

There is an absurd handicap o

teams that do well in the do«
mestic cups or Euro com-
petitions,” sald the Manches-
ter United Manager whosc
tcam will be in next season's
UEFA Cup.

Ferguson said the managcers
would meet to draw up plans
to contest the TV coverage.
They could refuse to play on
Mondays or even field weak-
ened teams in certain games.

“There is the absurd handi-
cap in prospect ol being ex-
pected to play on a Sunday or
Monday in February or March

e

Pakistan wicketkeeper Moin Khan dives to catch England’s Robin Smith off Aagib Javid in
the first one-dayer at Lﬂrd': on Wednesday. Smith survived and went on to topscore with 85.

Pakistan lost the match by 79 runs.

—AFP photo

|

and prepare for a prestigious
I-nruiu an e the lollowing
Wednesday,” he said.

An carlicr report said: Brilain's
national Independent Televi-
sion Network (ITV) called on
Thursday for the scrapping ol a
controversial deal giving a
salellite broadcaster exclusive
rights to live coverage of
English soccer's Premicer
league, reports Reulter

ITV, which has held exclu
sive League soccer lelevision
rights since 1988, complained
it had been misled during ne-
gotialions over television
rights for the new league.

ITV sport chairman Greg
Dyke called on Thursday for
bidding to be re-opencd, say-
ing the negotiations had been
amatcurish.

Dyke told a news confer-
ence that "By onc means or
another BSkyB learned the
size of our bid and were al-
lowed to increase their bid
during the course of the meet-
ing.”

Dyke said there should be a
new closed tender for live
lvlevised Premier League
matches and another closed
tender for the rights to show
highlights.

It is still unclear how [ans of
English soccer overscas will be
aflected by Monday's deal.

A BSkyB spokeswoman said
dctails of match broadcasts to
the rest of the world had still
to be sorted oult with the
Premicr League, the B3C and
[3Skyl3.

L.atin soccer

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina,
May 22: In the semifinals of
the Liberators Cup, the annual
tournament of South American
soccer clubs, Barcelona of
Ecuador take on Sao Paulo of
Brazil, and America of Colom-
bia line up against Newell's of
Argentina, reports AP.

None of the four teams has
everwon the Cup.

All ad to the semifi-
nals by victories on Wed

The home-and-away semifi-
nal series was scheduled to
beheld mext Wednesday and
the following Wednesday, June
3.

The home-and-away finals
were sel for June 10 and June
17.
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Stewart, Hick collar Pakistani bowling

England took a
iwo-nil lead iIn
their five-match
Texaco Trophy
one-day series
against Pakistan

when they beat the world
champtons by 39 runs in the
second maich at the Owal,
London yesterday, according
to BBC monftored in Dhaka
late last night.

Set 303 for victory off 586
overs, Pakistan were all out for
263 in the 51st over.

England, who lost the
World Cup final to Pakistan in
Melbourne on March 25 last by
22 runs, had won the first im-
ited -overs match of the series
at Lord's on Wednesday last by

79 runs
The remaining three one-
dayers are scheduled for

August, after the two countries
play five Test Matches, the
first starting on June 4.

AP adds: Neil Fairbrother
defied a strained hamstring Lo
conirfbute 63 and Graecme
Hick scored an unbeaten 71 off
only 54 deliveries as England
made their biggest ever total
against Pakistan in one-day
games. The previous best was
295 at. old Tralford,

Manchester, In 1982,
Openers Aamir Sohail and

Ramiz Raja found gaps in the
England ficld and raced o B1
by the l4th over belore their
spectacular opening partner-
ship ended. Left-arm spinner
Richard lilingworth turned a
ball inside Aamir's defence and
bowled him for 32.

Ramiz and Salim Maltk
maintained the attack and
kept the scoring rate al over
five an over. The score reached
144 when Derek Pringle
bowled Salim for 26

Four runs latédr, Ramiz tried
to pull a ball from Philip
DeFreitas over the squarcleg
boundary but was caught by
substitute fic :r Mark
Ramprakash for 86

Inzamam-Ul-Hag kept the
score building before Pringle
trapped him leg belore wicket
for 15. And captain Javed
Miandad made 38 be
Botham won another lbw
sion with the Pakistan score
on 220 in the 43rd over.

There appeared to an ex-
change of words belween
Botham and Miandad as the
Pakistan captain walked ofl
and umpire Mervyn Kitchen
also spoke to Miandad.

~ Hamstring

sidelines
Richards

SWANSEA, Wales, May 22:
Viv Richards, [ormer Weslt
Indics cricket captain, could
be out of action for up to a
month after pulling a ham-
string while [ielding in an
English county championship
maltch on Thursday, reports
Reuter,

Richards, who plays for
Glamorgan, was attempting to
cut ofl a firmly hit cover drive
by Warwickshire all-rounder
Neil Smith when he pulled up
sharply deep in the outfield.

Glamorgan physiotherapist
Dean Conway rushed to the
player's aid and Richards,
hobbling badly, was helped
from the field.

Conway said: "It looks a bad
one. The full extent of the
damage will not be known for
a further 24 hours or so. There
is always a chance it could
turn out to be just a tweak and
and show a big improvement

. overnight.

"But | am not optimistic and
| fear Viv could be out of the
ganic for three or four we:ks ®

Step henson's fine

LONIYON, May 22.
Esscx opener
John Stephenson
ham-mered his
second unbealen
century in  two
days against Somerset on Thu-
rsday, reports AFP.

The England hopeful held
logether his country’'s first in-

with a skillful 113 on

nesday and he doubled the

agony for Somerset bowlers a
day later at Taunton.

After Dutch teenager Adri-
anus Van Troost surprised
Essex by taking six for 48 in
the first innings, Stephenson
and his teammates took cons
trol this time.

He carried his bat through-
out the innihgs again and was
on 103 at the close.

Somerset had collapsed
from a handy 139 for one
overnight to 275 all out.

Glamorgan were also sufler-
ing after finding out that
former West Indies captain Viv
Richards could be out of action
for a month with a pulled ham-
string.

Richards, who hit 127 in
Glamorgan's first innings 346
for five declared against War-
wickshire, pulled up sharply in
the ficld and had to be helped
off.

It's the second injury blow
for the Welsh country. Captain

== ==

Naved Anjum was run oul by
Botham for six with the score
on 232 and Astl Mujtaba was
leg before to llingworth in the
spin bowler's last ovef for 20
Thnl left Pakistan on 249 for
seven, still needing 54 oll
scven overs with only three
wickels remaining.

"
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ALEC STEWART . .

England go 2-up at the Oval

=
B

. maiden one-day ton

followed his 50 in the [lirst
game al Lords
An carller report sald
Already 1-0 n in the se¢

ries, Pakistan suffered another
blow when left-arm pace
bowler Wasim Akram pulled
out of the game with an ankle

injury

Meanwhile, Pakistan yesterday called ; 17 -yoar-old right-

arm paceman Atawr Rahman to strengthen the bowling,
weakened by Waqar Younis' absence and an injury to Wasim

Akram, according to BBC.

N

Mushtaq Ahmed was cighth
man out when he lofted a
catch w lllingworth ofl Chris
Lewis bowling. He scored
eight and the Pakistan score
was 263 in the 50th over.

Two balls later, Lewis
caught and bowled Moin Khan
for 15 and Philip DeFreitas
ended the PakistAn innings by
bowling Tanvir Mehdi for no
score.

Stewart's 103 was his first
century in a one-day inferna
tional. It came from 140 deliv-
cries, included 10 fours and

LONDON, May 22:
Imran Khan, Pa-
kistan's World
Cup winning cri-
cket captain, says
lack of personal
motivalion and a team row
have ruled him out of playing
for his country during their
current tour of England, re-
ports Reuter.

The 39-year-old all-roun-
der, who pulled out of the
team because of a shoulder in-
jury, arrived in Britain this
month and there has been
persistent speculation that
Pakistan could still call him up.

But Imran said in an articlc
in Friday's Daily Telegraph that
he would not have been able to
play until at least the middle of
June.

"Under normal circum-
stances | would not have
thought twice about going be-
cause it is a long tour and I be-
licve that if one is really de-
termined one can will injuries
to heal,” he said.

"However, after a week in
Lahore | discovered that | had
run out of all motivation to play
cricket.”

Imran said for the past two

Alan Butcher undcrwenl knee
surgery last week thal will
keep him out of the game until
late June.

England ‘A’ spinner Robcrl
Croft returned a career best
six for 103 as Warwicks werce
dismissed for 248, 98 bechind.
At the close Glamorgan were

78 for two, 176, ahead with a
day to go.
Jack Russell, discarded by

England because of his lack of
runs, scored a match-winning
72 as Gloucestershire beat
Worcestershire by three wick-
ets at Gloucester with a day to
spare.

Chashing 210 to win,
Gloucestershire loeked in
trouble at 169 for seven until
Courtney Walsh (30 not out)
joined Russell in the middle.

The pair put on the 4]
needed, Russell battling away
for 150 minutes at the crease.
But it was Walsh's big hitting
which clinched it, Damien
D'Oliveira going for three
massive sixes from the West
Indian fast bowler.

Worcester spinner Richard

t took five for 79 to fin-
ish with 11 for 146 but
couldn't bowl his side to their
first championship win.

A stubborn eighth-wicket
stand of 62 between Martin
Bicknell and Neil Kendrick
folled Hampshire's bid for a

Weakened by the absence ol
World Cup captain Imran Khan
and last bowler Wagar Younis —
both recovering from injury —
Pakistan fielded a virtually sec-
ond string bowling attack
against the powerful England
batting lincup.

Wasim's ankle Injury meant
a debut for Tanvir Mehdi, a
medium -fast bowler, against
an unchanged E team.

England captain Grahgm
Gooch won the toss and again
decided to bat first in  warm,
sunny condilions.

Imran explains why he isn’t there

IMRAN KHAN

years he had played inlerna-
tional cricket only to help his

campaign to build a cancer

hospital in Pakistan.

"A section of our press at-
tributed the initial poor per-
formance in the World Cup to
myself not taking enough in-
terest in the team but simply

promoting my hospital in-
stead,” he said.
"The second reason that

convinced me to make myselfl
unavailable was the misconcep-

He and Stewart had few
problems the bowlers
and raced to 71 by the 16th of
the maximuam 55 overs before
Gooch was brilliantly run out.

He went for a s alter
playing the ball wide on the
right but Salim Malik, who
plays for the same county
team, Essex, hit the stumps
with a direct 30- yard throw.

Robin Smith added only
scven before he was bowled by
leg-spinner Mushtaq and Allan
LLamb missed the ball entirely
when he wenl for a big hit off

Aamir Sohail and was stumped
for 11 by wicke! -keeper Moin
Khan

That left England at 108 for
three and Stweart and
Fairbrother produced a fourth
wicket stand of 94 with well-
placed strokes. Fairbrother in-
jured his leg for a quick
run and Smith to re-
turn to the field as his runner.

Not long alfter reaching his
century with a three off debu-
tante Tanvir, Stewart was oul,
bowled by paceman Agib Javed.

Aqib greeted Hick with a
bouncer but the Zimbabwe-
born batsman cut loose with an
array of shots that included a
six and 8 fours.

A baltting faflure at Lord's
where he scored only three,
he cruised to his hall century
ofl only 44 deliveries as he
picked up the pace of the
scoring.

SCOREBOARD

Scorcboard in the second
one-day (656 overs) cricket in-
ternational between England
and Pakistan at thc Owval today

ENGLAND

Gooch run out 25
Stewart b 103
Smith b Mushtaq [ ]
Lamb st Moin b Aaumdr 11
Fairbrother b Tanvir 63
Hick not out 71

Fotham nol out 2

Fxtras : (Ib-8, w-9, nb-3) 20
lotal : (for five wickets — 556
overs) 302

Fall of wickets : 1-71; 2-81:
3-108; 4-202: 5-2956.

‘Did not bat : C Lewis, D
Pringle, P DeFreitas, R
Iingworth.

Bowling : O MR W
Aaqgib Javed 100 70 1
Naveed Anfjum 9 0 37 0O
Tanvir Mchdi 110 72 1
Mushtag Ahmed 11 0 47 |1
Aamir Sohail 110 82 1
Asif Mujtaba 3 0 16 0O
(Incomplete)

tion of a few senior players
who, after the World Cup, be-
gan o feel that the money that
ought to be going to them was
instead going to the cancer
hospital.

"I am still baflled as to how
they came to Lhat conclusion. |
do not know how anyone who
wants Lo contribute to the fund
would give that money to the
players’ kitty, Or, for that mat-
ter, vice versa,”

An ecarlier report said: Im-
ran Khan insisted on Thursday
he would play no part in
Pakistan's cricket tour of
England despite the tourists’
79-run deifecat in the opening
one-day international at Lord's.

"I've absolutely no intention
of playing on this lnur said
Imran.

"I won't need an operation
on my injured shoulder and it
is getting better. But | am not
physically or mentally pre-
pared to play at the moment,”
Imran added.

"l would need to do a lot of
training to get fit and 1 am not
going to. 1 made myself un- -
available for the tour and 1 am
sticking to iL“

win inside three days over
Surrey at Southampton.

Acting captain Malcolm
Marshall polished ofl Surrcy's
first innings for 184, taking six
for 58, and the visitors fol-

lowed on 366 behind.

Surrey were struggling
again at 233 for seven but
Kendrick and Bicknell took it
to 295 at the close, 73 short of

Hampshire bat again.
dlesex are heading for
v'h:lnry at Orace Road, despite
the efforts of Leicestershire’s
Just in Benson.

Replying
467, Benson hit

to Middlesex's
" 122 in

double for Essex

Leicester's first innings 248.
When the home side followed
on 219 behind, he hammered
another 58.

But Leicester look dpomed
to defenat. Théy resume today at
161 for [ive, nceding 58 to
make Middlesex bat again.

lan Salisbury spun Sussex
into a strong position at Trent
Bridge, taking five for 69 as
leaders Nottinghamshire were
dismissed for 249, 116 be-
hind.

Notts were 138 for six and
looked likely to follow on be-
fore Bruce French (46) and
Kevin Evans (50) put on 84 for
the seventh wicket.

Sussex reached 112 for four
in thefr second innings, 228
ahead.

shire recovered from
127 for five at Blackpool to de-
clared at 300 for nine, in reply
to Lancashire's 327 for seven
declared.

Chris Adams top scored
with 72, with support from
Steve Goldsmith not out)
and Peter Bowler (63). Lanca-
shire reached 79 without loss
at the close, a lead of 1086.

An unbroken stand of 96
between Craig White (63 not
out) and Peter Hartley (681 not
oul) helped Yorkshire save the
follow-on against Kent &l
Canterbury.




