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From Some New Theortes about

the L A Carnage to Happy
Memories about My Buddhist

Friends in Bangkok

ORE than two decades ago, an Ame-

rnean newspaper editor we mel during
a media seminar in Calre — in fact, we
sharcd a suite In a downtown hotel — lalked to
me a lot aboul whalt he called the "hidden
Third World™ in the United States, in which a
growing number, milllons and millions, of dis-

mdvantaged people faced problems common in
most developing countries. As he put i, these

people were fighting a losing batile against
poor housing conditions, lack ol educational fa
cilitics, inadequate soctal services and ractal
cum-gender inogualities. And he predicted,
the situation was getting worse.

He was a white American, editor of a now-
defunct of New York. So, we assumed, he
did not sulfer from what is oflten described,

sometimes unfairly, as the ractal hang-up of a ,

black. But he was a member of the controver-

sial Unification Church of Rev. Sun Moon, with

some sel religious and social ideas. Yel, many

- of us took his vicws scriously.

. As time goes on, these views make more
sense, especially against the backdrop of what

just happened in Los Angeles.

: Now, we lcarn from the US modia that a
book, titled, "The Third-Worldization of Anwri

ca” is being written by a noted expert. Edward

‘N. Luttwak of

rranguility in most places. most of the time.”
Thas, the members of the underclass In Los

Angcles posed what the Timas. of London said

in the hecadline of its analysis, “The challeng

of the looters”™., while The York Times
grimly predicted. 'No End to the Downward
Squecse.”

Mind you, this can also happen here or in
any developing country

Our underelass, unskilled workers doing
low-paid jobs as messtngers, janitors and
maids, will soon fare competition from young
matriculates and people with some college od-

ucation. Then, what will the peoplc who are
squcered oul of their traditional occupations
do for a hving? Make your guess.

TR

ETS turn to mw
L b '

The cclebration of Buddha Purnima
hure last woeck brought to my mind  mduy
hippy memorics of my association and, in
somec cases, [ricndship with Buddhist col-
lcagues and acquaintances in Bangkok in the

late sixtics.

| used to pass by a couple of 'wats’ (the Eng-
lish transktion would be temples, but a wal
mesans a great deand morne Hhoan just a Flilt‘l‘ ol

worship) on my

Washington- way from my
based Cenler residence Lo
flor Stratcgi : my ollice in the
and Interna morning. If
tional Studics. there Was’
Let us  hope sometime Lo
that book will spare, | would

romc oul sSOoon

gt ofl the car,

and becomc tnke a walk
recommendcod | 8'“' All through the
reading for « courtyard and
cross-scction ol our pt-uph:. Ilu'ludinu Lo Iy o lew mminuies ol wal wrunlty whose im-

want to get away from the Third World “tlo do
anything in the United States.”

Of course, until the book is out, we would
not know il it refers o the so-called "invasion”
of the United States by immigrants from the
Third World or to the deterioration in the
quality of life in many US cities to the level of a

ng country. Ma Luttwak will estab-
ish a linkage between the two and suggest that
ane leads to the other
- W

FTER cvery upheaval. like the recent

one in Los Angeles. US pundits start

wondering what had gone wrong with
the system and then offer their explanations,
often by reviving some old theories.

Atlcast two leading weslern papers, the New
York Times and the London Times, have uscd
commentAries by Edward Luttwak and Peter
Stothard respectively, focussing on the role of
what both writers call the "underclass” during
the carnage in the strife-torn city.

The underclass?

So, the term used occasionally in serious ec-
onomic journals in the past two decades has
now entered the language of daily journalism.
But it still remains a somewhat intriguing ex-
pression.

To paraphrasc an explanation by Luttwak,
the underclass is that section of unskilled
workers who do such traditional jobs as labour-
ers, janitors, maids, waiters, gardeners and so
omn. low-wage jobs, despite small pros-
pects of advancement, offer some kind of a
sustaining economic power to the underclass.

Both the commentators argue, in diflercnt

, that over the years the underclass —
mostly black but many whites — have been

pushed out of their traditional low-paid jobs by
more educated workers and immigrants. llcre,
it is worth quoting Luttwak, "Squeczed be-
tween the two, the underclass has been losing
its few breadwinners, and it is not the riots
that are surprising but rather the semblance of

" pact would often last for hours,

There were always some young Buddhist
students from Chitlagong studying in Bangkok
under Thai scholarships and staying in one of
these wats. For me, it was both a duty and a
pleasurc to visit them from time to time to en-
quire after their well-being.

They always scemed rather loncly and
homesick. Just the company of another Ben-
galec made them feel better. So they said.

It was quitc an occasion for us when one ol
these novices was ordained as a monk. Under
the lcadership of the then Pakistani Ambassa-
dor to Thailand, the late Prabhat Mukul
Chowdhury — a*superb human being — who
hailed from Chittagong and dicd of heart at-
tack during his tcnure in Bangkok, many ol us
went to the ceremony, with gifts fer the young
monk, and spent an hour or so in a solemn at-
mosphere.

it was a much less solemn atmosphere — in
fact, it was rather a jovial on¢ — when our
newspaper invited a group of senior Thai
monks to attend the installation of our ncwly-
hauﬁll Goss Webb press and, believe it or nol,
to bless the printing plant. With folded hands,
all of us, including our British Managing Dircc-
tor, German production en r and several
weslern colleagucs, joined the prayer, [irst lis-
tening to the chanting and then watching the
head monk put some white dots on each of the
four units of the plant.

The press performed well, without giving us
the slightest trouble. The production cngincer
attributed this success to the German lechni-
cal knowhow, the British Managing Dircctor 1o
this own meticulous supervision of everything
that went on in the office, my sceptical west-

ern colleagues to sheer good luck and mvsell
to the hour-long Buddhist prayer and to tho
dots in white paint which were still there
when | left that newspaper and Bangkok lor
Singapore a few ycars later.

AN onc step up lhe pace
ol prayer?

Yes, if you are in a Tibetan
colony in the hills of Mussooric
in the Northern State of Uttar
Pradesh or in the cold snow-
bound districts of Ladakh in
the State of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Tourists who visilt Ladakh
are struck by the colourful
praycr wheels, although they
are not as common as they
were many yecars ago. Moslt
Ladakhis then could be seccn
turning a prayer wheel even
while walking on the road or

ning in the bazar.
wheels can be secn
all over the entire area domi-

nated by the lama sect of:

Buddhism in the Himalayas
from Ladakh tn the west (o
Bhutan in the east and in
Tibel.

The wheels come in various
sizes. Small wheels can be
carried everywhere and the
larger ones come in big sizcs
fixed on stands. Passcrs-by can
rotate the wheels.

Buddhist priests say the
praycr wheel, called Mani-
Chaos-Kho, is an ingenious
device to multiply prayers. i
scems no other monk,
Protestant or Catholic, ever
thought of it. Hindu templcs
have ; no place for prayer
wheels. On the other hand,
they have prayer beads as thc
Arabs have. In some countries,
they are known as worry beads.
Christians call them rosaries.

But in the Himalayas, a onc-
foot or larger cylinder contain-
ing rolls ol written prayer and
charms, does all the praying,
revolving round a shalt carried
in hand or secured in a wall.

The prayer whecls im-

ressed the imagination of
estern scholars so much so

that they scriously thought of

adopting it themselves.
“This device is so ingenious

as to induce a hope that it
might be adopted in Roman

by Arjuna
Catholic countries where the
time now spent in telling
beads and recling paternosters
and Ave Marias t be more
profitably emp in worldly
matters, while beads were
told and prayers were
repcated by machinery,” wrote
Alexander Cunni ., known
as the father of Indian archae-

The ecarliest mention of
prayer wheels is by the
Chinese pilgrim Fa Hien in
400 AD who says it in the
hands of the Ladakhi lamas.
111:;5h its origin cannot bc
tr with certainty, one's
imagination may wander two-
and-a-hall millenia back when

Buddha precached his [irst
greal scrmon in the deer park
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Time (vid un canvas)

by Shuvaprasanna, the Indian expressionist

The Wheels of Prayer

near Varanasi and set in mo-

tion the wheel of low which |

then came to be rcpresented
on numerous Buddhist monu-
ments.

To the non-believer, a
prayer wheel seems to turn on
the whims of the wind or the
force of the waterfall. "But to
those devoted to meditation
and the cultivation of a higher
life, the mere sound of running
water, the rustle of the leaves
as the wind plays through
them, the movement of the
clouds in the skies and the
manifold life and activity of the
creatures of the jungle, are so
many hymns of praise to the
grecat harmonious low enunci-
ated by the life of Buddha.”
writes J. Grifliths in AjJanta

- Depthnews Asia.

e

I N some ways, Panditer
Paglami® has much in co
mmon with "Laughing
Together”, a colleetion ol sio
ries, (ranslated into English
from vartous Astan languages
including Bangla, mainly for
children, published some yoars
age by the Tokyo-bascd Asian
Cultuml Centre for UNESCO,

Like “Laughing Together”,
the book wunder review will
bring delight not only te chil-
dren but to adults.

While there are some indi-
viduals who have a natural cu-
riosity for all things mathemat -
ical and scientific, there are
also a lew of us whe develop
hives al the very mention of
terms such as “law ol relativity
or’ tam physies™. If you are
in unfortunate latier group,
chances arc that at least onc of
your ollsprings will have your
"science phobic™ genc. But Lthis
needn't be the case with the
ingenuity of writers like Salma
Chowdhury. Her book "Pand)
ter Paglami”™ is the perfect way
o trick youngsiers inlo rea-
ding all about scientific con-
cepls. Written in the simplest

HAangla with plenty of wit and

fantasy, this book s sure n
delight as 1 intrigues. .

The book is divided inlo six
stories cach dealing with sonmw
sort of scientific phenomenon
The first one, for example pro-
jects Archimedes's principle of
the buoyancy. Vivid descrip-
tons of characters and cvents
make up for what the (llustra-
tions lack. The deseription of
Archimedes running stark
naked to the king's court
ytm “Eurcka! Edrekal” is
¢ to kecp the young
reader in. splits while creating
afh imterest in physics.

in Ketthir Karshaji' the au
thor brings in the progress of
man although Darwintsm s not
mentioned. She traces back
the fnvention of the wheel that
marks thce boeginning of the
machine age. to changing
“eating habits of cavemen, Whi-
le this may scem a trifle far-
fetched, the wdea of adaptation
and interdependence ecrtainly
comes through, The invention
of metal pipes and eviinders is
desceribed in fanny little

Continued from Page 9
are somc Americans who back
IRA activisls to erostte violeneo
in Deliast, as oulside assis
tance had powcred into the
hands of Shantibahini 10 kill
innocent pcople here. | lor
myscll want to sce a dolinite
solution to, the erisis in
Northern Ircland, cven il by
united the two parts ol Ircland
wgcther.

To achicve a poacelul sel-
tlement on the issuc Lhe
democratic views of the people
of Northern Ircland must of
course be taken into consider-
ation by the British govern-
ment. .

DS: As a human rights ac-
tivists do you have a strong
feeling against the growth of
armamenis in the modern
world? You know there is this
new theory that, let us reduce
the areas of consumption and
cut short defence expendi-
ture and use it in develop-
ment works. How do you feel
about it?

LDE: | totally agree with you
and | think it imposcs hcavy
respbnsibility on those who
supply arms and those who buy
arms. The problems take
shape from both the two side.

The relatively developed
western countries  including
China producce huge arms in-
spired by many of the less dc-
veloped countries who are ca-
ger to buy them. Some gov-
ernments arc spending mas-
sive proportion of their budget
on defence and not on cduca-
tion and health and human
betterment, but upon main-
tainind huge armics which
protect dictatorship and
often ppotect people who are
making big money out of busi-
ness. There is a too closer a
link between arms trade and
protection of business inter-
esi.

| believe in a world where
we want to sec at the end ol
the Cold War, a greater mea-
sure of peace, everyone should
be alert that we do nol usc
such high proportion ol our
resources for armaments. The
decade has not really created
any opportunity where we can
drastically reduce the expendt
ture and production of arms.

Another focus is that thc
difference or gap between the
rich and the poor has only
multiplicd in the past few
years and il is still increasing
at an alarming rate. The least
developed countries arc only
repaying debts and it seems
ke their money is pouring
into the hands of the devel-
oped donors more than they
recetve from then. It is mon-
strous and | think that the
powerful countries of the
world should face up to this
fact and come to the aid of the
lesser developed countries. |
put forward this case at, the
conlerence in Rio. Of course, |
do not have any considerable
power as | only represent a
few non-governmental organi
sations like World Fedcration
of United Nations Association
and the British United Nations
Association. So | firmly agrec
with you and think that the
poorer or less developed coun-
tries of the world should not
be lured to purchase arms al

Arm erh e,

the Thoeke Prithivi Ms
Cl . wdhury deseribes how the
wirrld was born as a resolt of
nmitlions of colistons and reac-
1ns betwern m# bl bow
comparing it to bofling milk.
Qucstions ke how were the
days of the week formed and
how to the cxtistenee of
atr are answered with annistng

veamples  arrul
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Fun with Science : Fables for Children

PANDITER PAGLAMLI: A collection of juvenile
storics in Bangla by Salma Chowdhury. Published by
the Bangla Academy, Dhaka. I’rice: Taka 25.
Kiviewed by Aasha Mchreen Amin

s,
Fhw last

Pasuditer Paglami’ succossiully
ronw s out with the undoriving

wrilcr,

imerest while taking coare not
o he oo bheavy i Inels.

an .aliraciive rover m w
Sh. . S ansm

OURIST shops in Dha-
ka and the bookshelves
of Bengalis  abroad
have or some ars  yovars
been filled with Er‘c glossy
"‘Meet Bangladesh™ — type
books. Smiling village belles
and nakshikantha, tigers and
y felds are the stull of
which such glorified tourist-
brochures arc made. A worth-
while new colloe table book on
Bangladesh has flinally ap-
peared on the market. For
those who would like to Mp
through a well- , lactu-
ally-rich portrait of Bangl-
adesh, Bangla o Bangaleer
Kathaa is the volume to reach
for the next time you hit the
bookshops.

Published by Jattyo Sahityo
Prokashona, Bangla is a slim
hardbound book that spans the
cthnic roots of Dengalis and
other ractal groups In the
country, the geology, pre-and
carly history, the dynasiic
kingdoms, Islamization, Hritish
rule and the Swadeshi mowe-
ment, the Language Movement
and Independence, and cul-
ture and music : and still
somchow manages W remain

A Stunning New Look at Bangladesh
WY

by S. Bari

casy (o rcad. Writer and re-
scarcher Abdul Momen

per-
this magic trick with

forms
the help of his » ng use of
text and cye-catchingly simplc

the result of nine months of
rescarch Momen., who

by
sifted through specialist mate-
rial Hke a true student. Momen

was insapircd by a [lengall

in the US, whoe commen
that there were no books
which gave a comprehensive
overview of Danglndesh in bin -
man s language, cspecially of
ancient histn This cxpat
found he had :T.m. ulty tiling
his chikdren abowt Lhelr coun-
try of origin. Banyla should
takd eare of Lhat.

The best thing about the
book is fts matier-of-fmct n:-
proach o the cithnie and reh-
gious rools of engalis. Mosl
collee table publications secm
o mention Hinduism and the
arrtval of Islam in as I
suddenly «  nation of Muslims
nppearcd. Arce we 80 unsure ol
our Muslinmwss thal we cannot

ey

e the et that our lorchonrs

were  low-caste Hindus whe
converied, or loruls who In-
termarried with  incoming
Muslinms? Like 1 or i, we are
not Arabs or even Morsians
mnd whal woe arc s 0 malion
that was by and large con-
verted. Defore we iry and trmey
our anceslogps back 1o Mocea,
ket us remembor thasl e
wore converis loo. There is o
sticimin lo that. Instead of this

World Facing Greater Challenges

the cost of their other basie

noids,

S: You have visited the
refugee camps in Cox's Bazar.
Do you think that the bilateral
agreements between
llungladesh and Myanmar is
going to workout?

: It still remains more
of a choice or option lor
Myanmar. It will work out if
they want it to workoul.
Myanmar authoritics first have
to make surc thal the cnwi-
ronment for repatriation of the
rcfugees is safc for them. It
also has to be confirmed by the
UN personnels who will moni-
tor the situation prevailing in
Myanmar. Without some aclion
from Myanmar it is difficult o
belicve that the agreement just
as il now slands can work.
Because people should be al-
lowed 1o live in their own
countrics in freedom. But

“}';H“HH Fraas T l’hl [ w (T4
fmpress e = relugees that
they  will lav in sceurity and
po-wy there cuwl et continued
oppression . And [angladesh in
that way alse will not have to
be burdemsl  with refugees
from other conntrics.

So anyorn who would wani
it 10 work woukl surely hawe 1o
crcale conditions,

DS: Lord Ennals, do you
think that Bangladesh should
have played tougher with

in this issue lo force
them to allow United Nation
monitoring and observance

from all over the world?

LDE: No, | honestly think
that they did (Bangladcs

Jore, because it relates

Dercar Mitaa,

My elder brother's widow, who's 45, wants to marry a boy
of 20. I'm ready to die of same. Il's already a scandal. My own
relatives are going about town, calling her the vilest of names.
lier children, especially her daughters who have yet to gel
married. are up in arms against her.

I've tried to reason with her. But she seems to have taken
leave of her senses altogether. I've told her that shell be
shunned by society, she’ll be miserable.

She's absolutely determined to go ahead with the mar-
riage, and has even fixed the date on st July. This boy stud-
ies painting, and is fond of silk punjabis and Chinese food.
This wretch has his eye on her property, and wanis fo take
easy for the rest of his life. Why else would he be interesied
her? y

Shouldn’t | stop this marriage? I'm the Chacha, and de
facto _head of the family. I and her sons, hold the purse-
strings, and control her income. We run the family business.
She has been very good to me in the last 27 years or so, and |
don’t want to hurt her unnecessarily. But | have to be ruthless
with her, for her own good.

* Please give me a prompl, detailed and decisive answer ~—
something definite to go by, If your usual column has space
problems, please answer in another column. You and your pa-
per, owe this much to your readers, don’t you think?

Anonymous, Dhanmandi, Dhaka

=

Dear Anonymous,

You are in a very difficult situation because ygur decision
will affect the lives of other people. the embarrassment, social
ostracism etc. the family will face is all true but you will have
to remember that your "Bhabi” is an adult and you just cannol
treat her as an infantile, dependent person whe has to be
punished for wanting to take an adult decision. Remember,
this is her lifc and she has the right to lead to the way she
wants lo. Even if her decision proves to be a mistake she
should be allowed to make it. | know you will not agree with
my answer but believe me, there is no other advise that | can
give. If you are so sure of the bad intention of the person.
then all you can do is try to pursued her to think about it be-
fore making the final decision. As for punishment by hurting
her financially, it will be counter productive and will only
strengthen her resolve. You have to show her that you care,
only when there is a feeling of trust will she be willing to Hs-

len Lo you.

Dear Mila,

I do regularly go through your column and have high re-
spect for your answers being pragmatic and constructive. I,
therefore, intend to seek your advice regarding a problem
which is very much different from the ones you usually con:
front. As a maiter of fact, one of my acquaintance (s in trouble.
Let me put it in a nutshell as under:

My acquaintance is a CheStian widow Uving in old Dhaka.

16s: One qiestion which e
really showuld have asked -
o tHhw
matier of the indigenous peo
ple, we were wondering |{(/
human righis activists are also
similarly concerned aboui 1he
rghts of minorities over 1he
world, who are not indigenous

but who may just be minorities

in 1o _of number?

L]

s LDE: You see, the righis of
indigenous people is onc

qucstion and the rights of mi-
noritics is another, Most stalcs
contain within their bound-
arfes minorities. People of
minority languages, races, cul-
tures and re almost ox.
ist in every countries. The
righis of these people have to
be respected as much as Lhe
rights of indigenous pooplc.

To differcntiate the wo |
would most minoritics have
friends clsewhere, bul the

indigenous people arc pretty

bediet wo .uv adway s busy ey
ing lo prove how wr were
ncver, cver God lorbhid!) &
predominantly Hindu nation,
whe assimilated Islam.
The author and the board of
cditors of Bangla (Salahuddin
Ahmed, Wahidul Huq, Anisu-
rzaman, Jamil Chowdhury and
Mofidul Hugl have the in-
te to call a spade a
and present an cthnic
history untainted by religious

This s the first tiow in the
annals of Bongall publication
that a book conlains such of-
fertive layout and looks. Bangla
o | r Kathaa s =a
reader-friendly book - even on
a subject such as history,
which we have managod so lar
to write with ever-increasé
stuffiness and (worse) polit
bins. The only thing that re-
mains is for an Enﬂnh-lnn-

version 1o hit the stands.
If more books like this ap-
peared, and if only publishers
had the funds o give Lhem
full-colour treatment, we wo-
uld have fewer Ignornmuscs
around, both In our pulitical
circles and among the rost of
un

deprived, poor and fricndloss,
But their rights are as limpor-

tant te be protecied as the
rights of the indigenous pew-
ph

S: Would you agree that
resl l'ﬂﬂl.l'h has been done
alwnit 1heu?

LDE: At prescual human
rights organisations face a big-
ger challenge  of protecting
the rights of minerities and
indigenous people as the world

is dividing into small iskts
and a vast country Wke 1he
Soviet Unton break up into
small minority Hrou .
Yugoslavia is another cise
where the rights of minoritics
must be protected. So we are
[acing more challenges now.
But at the same time we foel
that we are better equipped
than cver belore in protecting
the rights of minoritics and
indigenous  people  world-
wicle.

1NS: Thank you Lord Ennals,
for your time.

One of her cousins was allowed to live in her house: Recently

he has filed a civil suit on a plea that the hous¢ was bought by
my acquainiance’s father in his own name only with her un-

cle’s

money. Now, the papers show that my acquainiance’s

uncle died in 1944 and the house was bought in 1951. Her

cousin s almost 50

years old and his (cousin’s) mother is still

alive. they had never before claimed as above until 1988.

Having no documentary evidence or any other proof of
ownership, the claimant is now resorting to framing false
eriminal cdses against my acquaintance's family. Some
unidentified persons, even some policemen are advising my
acquaintance lo agree to a ‘mohalla’ sitting (local sitting) and
get rid of the problem by allowing some land to the cousin.

A group of local ‘mastans’ have been supporting the cousin
and some are advising my acquaintance to sell the house.
Interestingly, the innocent people do not find any help from
the law enforcing agencies too. Instead, often the policemen
too help the criminals Iy harassing the innocents.

In such situation, | solicit your advice on behalf of my ac-

quainiance,

Dear Mr Khan, .

Khan, Farashgay

Since your [riend’s cousin has no documentary evidence
against her, he will never be able 1o take the property away
from her. If she docs not trust the local policemen, then she

should go
people charging

o some high officials and lodge a case against these
them with harassment.

Agreeing lo a

‘mohalla’ sitting will not solve anything. What she necds is the

help of some influential

person. She can go to various organt-

zatfons for help such as the Ain Shalish Kendro, Human
Rights group cte. and scck help. Remember, just as there are

dishonest and unscrupulous pe

in the society, there are

also many law abiding, honcst citizens who will surely come

oul 1o help your acquaintance.

Decir Mita,

I have fallen in love with somebody recently, but found out
e late that she is engaged to somebody else and wants fo
maurry him. We have reached a stage, where our relationship
is between love and very close friends, which has a very thin

dividing line. It s a very
cannot get closer to her or
We are of the same age.

Dear Anonymous,
| don't know how old

ul relationship for me, for |
urgently.

her. Mease advise

Anonymous, Gulshan

you are but it is common for young

people to discover that the relationship they thought was just
of friendship has turned to love. This can be mutual but s

nllc-nmnﬂdminynurrm.Hﬂnthﬁ

winls o mar

wishes and wish her luck.

someone clse, then you



