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- THE DAILY STAR: As Jar as

we know your visit Io
Bangladesh concerned three
major issues — the Rohingya
refugees [rom Myanmar, the
Chittagong !lill Tracts. and the
stranded Pakistanis (n

Bangladesh ...

LORD DAVID ENNALS:
Thesc were really some issues
which | had a mind to look
into. But particularly | came
here for my interest in flood
protection and cyclone, the
other issucs camce because of
long standing intcrests,

I came here on behall of the
Campaign for Disasler
Prevention which was estab-
lished in the United Kingdom
by Bangladeshi people who are
anxious to be of assistance to
people in Bangladesh and sup-
ported by some people | my-
scll were interested in. So
the starting point has been,
looking al all sorts of things
like flood contrel and cyclone
protection shelters and variety
of things that concerns disas-
ler prevention in this country.

DS: Would you kindly tells
us how meaningful has your
visit proved to be. Are you
happy aboul your visit ? Have
you n some conclusion
over your visit here ? [f so,
what kind of conclusions?

LDE: Wecll, for me person-
ally. it has becn a special joy,
because it has been for the
first time in many years that [
have been here under a demo-
cratically cleeted government.
| have had the privilege to
meet the ministers of that
governmenl and the Speaker
of the elected House and the
l.eader of the Opposition. | am
a democrat and | feel happy
visiting a country which is pur-
suing democratie policies.

Sccondly, 1 haven't been to
3angladcsh for a long time and
certainly think Dhaka is look
ing a much better place,
sireets are better and cleancr
and the buildings are morc
impressive than they were a
few years back. So there obwi
ously appcars to be progress in
this city and progress in this
country.

DS: Have you any thoughis
you can share with us regard
ing the situation I(n the
Chittagong IHill Tracts and the

Rohingya problem ?

LDE: Well, let me start with
the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Now, obviously. it is an internal
affair of Bangladesh. Secondly

it is a problem that goes back
deep into your history. Thirdly,
the problem has very special

inicrest Lthis Lime. not just be

causc of the massacre (in
logang) or allegations of mas-
sacres, but because the world
is more aware than ever before

aboul the importance of pro-
tecting indigenous ;
One other things that | am
much concerned aboult is that,
indigenous people in all parts
of the world, be it Brazilan-
Indian or Tibctans or Chakmas
ought to have their rights
the freedom of culture, be al-
lowed 0 wpke pride tn their
history and language and abovc
all their need of a special pro
lection. I'll be attending a
spocial conference 1n Ria, be
lore the Earth Summit. on the
rights ol indigenous peoplc.

So | obviously had aken an
interest in what had been goy
ing on in Chittagong Hill
Tracts partly for the reason |
have already mentioned in my
discussion and secondly, of
course, there was a massacrc
on April 10, and the
vary from one another on the
lotal number of casualtics
there. They say one thousand
two hundred were killed
whercas, the government veri-
fies that 13 died In the ine
dent. That was the official fig-
ure | received from the
General Officer Commanding
in Chit
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Shantibahini, 1s a part of the
problem that we simply cannot
fgnore,

I firmly believe thal the
Shantibahini could never have
fulfilled this murderous task if
they did not have any assis-
tance from outside. So that is a
problem which has interna-
tional connotation. It may bc
that somc Ume may come
when the government of
Bangladesh may seck a longer
tlerm solution. They might look
to the United Nations or some
other international bodics for
help, who can indepcndently
come up with some advice, or
some international group whao
can look up the matter with
some authority. And for this a
good relationship with India is
nueoded.

The government of
Bangladesh could nol cxpect
that Chittagong Hill Traces
should forever be governed by
the Army, any more than | can
wish that the situation in
Northern Ircland should be
always governed by the British
Army.

Actually this maticr has
been of great concern o the
voluntary and human righis or
ganisations in Britain and they
asked me, knowing that | was
coming to Bangladesh, to make
inquirics. Belore | eame here |
had writicn to  the former
High Commissioncr on  April
30 before he leflt London and
had writicn o him urging that
there should be a judicial in-
quiry

NS: Your lLordship. you
mentioned aboul a conference
lo be held in Rio before the
Earth Summit which will dis
cuss the problems of indige
nous peaple. Will the Chakma
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Isstue e discussed there * Will
they be represented there in
any way 7

LDE: It's a very good ques-
ton, | hope that they go. | re
ally don't know the answer 1o
this question | know that
there would be some 700 rep
resentatives ol indigenous
people throughou! the world
and | know that al one stage
the Chakmas were on the lst,
but | dont know whether in-
:t they would be present in

DS: You have had a look af
the whole of South Asla and
also South East Asia. As a hu
man rights activist. how do you
Jeel about the situation of hu
man rights in countries which
are demacratic. al least has a
parfiameniary democracy? We
are thinking of Malaysia,
Singapore and we are 1alking
about India. Pakistan. Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh Are e
on the right track? Are we do

ing ¥ the right way 7
LDE: 1| think you have a
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long way lo go, quile frankly
spcaking. A long way to go.

Whether we are talking of
democratic governmcnl or
countrics which make no
claim to be democratic 1 think
in Asia in gencral there is
some scvere human rights
problems. | am speaking for
Asia as a wholc.

| look as far as Tibet. | am
decply concerned for the
rights of the people of Tibel.
who arc a pcople in their own

right. Thcy have a history of

their own independence, o
culture and tradition which
spread over hundreds of years
and yel arc trealed by the
Chinesc government as il they
were sonie colonial territory. |
think the issue — righis of
indigcnous people of Tibet has
a very strong claim which
musi cventually be met and the
government ol China has o
lace external criticism for the
way it has treated the people
ol Tibet.

Myanmar is perhaps the
worsl cxample ol all. Whether
wu are going to sor a change
in policy by the government of
Myanmar, we simply don't
know. But n there have been
few good signs. The govern-
ment has  lifted the restriction
on anyone visiling Aung San
Suu Kyl and her being totally
regimented. May be this s a
sign that in the coming future
the government intends Lo
ircal its people with some re-
sporl.

lHowever, the fact that the
majoritly of thosc who were
chosen 1o represent the peo-
pic, through a free election [in
1989]) arc now in prison,
docsn’t yet give anyone much
cnuse for hope Nor docs the
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phelit of the refugees who have
conk 10 Tangladesh. Obviously
they had flled 1o Bangladesh
from a land which practiscd
oppression, torlure, rapc,
forced labour and denial of
human rights. If it was not so,
there would have been no good
rcison for them o come here.

1 visited the Myanmar
relugees in their eamps and
had great respeect for the
Bangladesh government In the
way (it is looking after these
rcfugees, providing shelter,
food and water to the best of
iLs abilities.

There are aboutl quarter of a
million refugees f[rom
Myanmar and | can't belicve
that they are going 1o go back
voluntarily without a change of
situation from which they have
Med. There has been an
agreement that will re-
furn. But any retum other than
voluntary would be a scrond
dendal of thetr human rights. If
by any chance at all the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh de.
cided 10 send back any of them
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"T’here must be constant international pressure
on Myanmar as I believe there has to be upon
Indonesia and on China and wherever there is
gross violation of human rights and oppression
against indigenous people.”

h”.-

who didnt want to go, that
would be an abuse of thetr hu
maan rights

So there must be constant
international pressure on
Myanmar as | beliove there has
o be upon Indonesia and on
China and wherever there i
gross violation of human rights
and oppression against indige
nous people

Il 1 may add a gencral
conuncnl al this stage, it Is
that the prospects of fulfilling
the original purposes of the
UN Charter 18 so much better
than there has been for the
lust 40 ycars, we can now look
forward with much hope (o the
tasks that the UN can perform.
It always scemed to me that,
though non Interference In in

ternal allairs of states under
Article 27 was an essential
part of the original member
ship of the Charter, | think we
are moving away from it bit by
it .

We are beginning to acccpt
that the question of human
rights at least, now go beyond

bowmndaries, For eximple, 1
UN infact was intcerfering in
the internal affTairs ol South
Alrica (by imposing sanctions
lor its apartheid policies), and
us we look inte the situations
in Libya and much more so in
Iraq — the UN s beginning 1o
say, ‘herc are such gross
breaches of human conduct
that we, the UN, must inter
vene on behall of the human
iy . :

This may be a very impor
lant time in our history. Il so
happens that this weckend |

am involved in a conference in
Home sponsored by the ltaltan
government into which they
have invited all sorts of people
most of whem are far more
People

expert than | ks

“In giving more power
to the UN, it must be
power to the UN. Not to
the United States or any
other countries of the
world which occupy
global influence. The
UN represents human-
ity and we must see that
those that have power
don't missuse or flout

Perory doe Cucller ol b eyl
Shevarnadze and many other
peoplc who are now working
within the UN system Wi
would be looking at the futun
of the UN under the new and
happy circumstances of the
ending of the Cold War. 1 (hink
that some of the ssues that we
are discussing are bound to
come up in that conference -
can the UN fulfill the task on
behall of we, the people of the
world ?

DS: The UN Charter lacks
the strength of taking any kind
of punitive action agains! cotn
tries where violaton of human
rights are very obuvious, gross
and blatant. Is there any mouve
al all among the human right s
activists like yoursell to
strengthen the UN Charter or

UN system, because it's not
fust a question of passing a
resolution but going into some
kind of action 7

LDE: Firstly, | would not
use the term “punitive action’
rathcr | would prefer to think
it as action seeking to influ-
cnce situalions.

A very good example at the
moment is Libya. Quitc clearly
the Libyan government has
been told that if it does not
meet the wishes of the
Security Council and releasc
for trial two people — the ones
who arc alleged to be respon-
sible for the bombing of the
planc in which several hun-
dreds of pcople had died —
then thc UN member states

shall take definite action
against this.

This i3 a very intcresting
cxample. 1 would like the

Sceurity Council to look at is-

sucs like Myanmar. Bul one
thing must wver happen. tw

power of UN should never go
into the hands ol a wrong
powcer or any wrong group ol
powers.

| had had concerns at the
time ol the Gull crisis. | could
nol have been more condem-
natory ol the behaviour of Iraq
and of Saddam Hussain but at
the certain moment when the
UN had decided economic
sanclion against lrnq was the
proper way (o influence the si-
tuation, the allair scemed to
move oulside ol the Securily
Council. As you remember that
Perez de Cucller then re
mutrked that the actions taken
against Irag was not UN's ac-
ton and he felt very decply
about Lthat and | was much
concerned aboult that loo.

50, in giving more power to
the UN, it must be power lo
th¢ UN. Not to the United
Stales or any other countrics
of the world which occupy
global influence. The UN rep-
resents humanity and we must
sce that those that have power
don't misusc orc [lout thalt
power by sccking to usc the
UN.

DS: One gets the [eeling
that much of the activities in
[avour of human  rights has
been conducted from the West.
Is there anything being done
lo strenglthen these move-
menis in Asia. Africa and Latin
America. [low do we make the
IHuman Rights Movement gain
stronger grassrool support?

LDE: 1t is really going o
lake a long time. | was at a

conlorcmey kasi yuar in Niﬂl.‘l"‘ln,
whie h was attended by human
rights activisis from different
paris of Alrica. Some of them,
though they were human
rights activists, had 1o be very
carclul that they did not get
arrested by their own govern:
mwents,. Some Alrican vern-
ments beltove that any human
right activity Llantamounts to
activity against their own gov-
crnments. So some human
rights workers are In groat
danger But | think the situn-
tion is improving day by day.
But in Alrtean and some
countrics in Latin America,
human rights has a long way to
travel. But the situation is im-
proving there also. We are be-
ginning to sec¢ more and more
democratie regimes in Latin
America. But no doubt some

human rights activists in Brazil
cven face danger to their lives.
Their government considers
their activitics as an atlack on
the government.

The casc is almost same in
China and the other parts of
Asia. So human rights in these
arcas has a long way to go be-
lore it is genuinely applicable.

China had made it pericelly
choor that fis coneepl of human

richis is tolglly different from

that ol the West and ils prac-
tice is thus unwelcome.

To tell you the truth | am
not too oplimistic that in the
very near {uture there will be a
genuine order in human rights
in these regions.

DS: You have given your
view point about the vielation
of human rights in Tibet. East
Timor and Burma? But how
about those countries which
claim to be democratic, [or in-
stance, Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan? The laws that they
practice, are they in any con-
[rontation with the question of
human rights ?

LDE: You sce, | don't think
I am in_the business of making
general critical comments.
Except on specific issucs, |
cannot make cxpert opinions,
since | an nol  an expert. |
must agree that many ol the
demoeracics have to faee up to
the fact that in many occasions
they are pursuing undemo-
cralic policics. But | don’t want
o discuss it by picking on or
by singling oul onc particular
government that one might say
I am attacking one government
and these are violations which
even cannol be proved.

Let's say, the Kashmir issuc.
| am nol on the side of India or
Makistan. | am on.lhe side ol
Kashmiris. They | think should
have the liberty to form their
own institutions and ewn form
ol government without any
domination from cither of the
lwo greal powcers.

People have been Tighting
for their rights worldwide.
Such a right is the rfight of the
Pakistanis (stranded in
Bangladesh) to return Lo
Pakistan, Even theugh the gov-
ermment of Pakistan s going a
bit slow on this issuc. | hope
that they will come round to
the commitment that they had
made.

DS: When the Vietnamese

boat people were sent back

Jrom Hong Kong. some ob-
servers said thal they had been

Jorced back. It is difficult _to

?
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cay how far they were volun
lex-ring ... -

LDE: The DBritish Refugee
Council 1s very much apposed
to the dea of foreing people
home. | myscll was much in
volved In this. Both by visilin
Vietnam and |longkong nng
had some strong words 1o say,

It so happened thal, in re
lation to the first group who
were loreed back. there were
51 people which the Dritish
government putl on a plance and
lonk back. | spoke 1o 40 of
those 51 | spoke to them
confidentially, without being
heard by any representative of
the Vietnamese government,

Firstly none of them had
been arrcgted by  the
Victinamese authority. They
were received with maximum

acccplance and help, and they
told me that infact they were
very ready Lo go back to
Vicinam. They had voluntecred
lo go back, some of them
complained that even though
thcy were volunteering to go
back, they were kept walting

There was a rather special
group, the second group which
was special in the sense that
they had been from Victnam lo
lHongkong twice. There had
been people who had gone
from Hongkong to Vietnam,
and some of them voluntarily
lo Vicinam, and then made a
sceond trip, because if they
came twice they would get a
sccond rehabilitation grant,

So both of these were
rather special groups. | don't
think cither of these two could
be labelled as typical. | am
against and British Refugee
Council is totally against peo-
ple being foreed back o
[rom which they had fled.

DS: Do you have a policy of
looking into countries [rom
which they have fled, o see
what the situation is which
prevails there 7

LDE: Yes, we have to look
al thosc toe. | think that much
of the cause ol people quitting
Victnam (o go to some other
parts of the World, whether its
Malaysia or Hongkong or any-
where, is the policies of II'IL
American governmenl in
denying the government of
Victnam and the people of
Victnam the opportunities of
normal trade, and normal aid,
as would apply 1o any eother
counirics. The Americans have
continued to insist ever since
beeause the Vietnamese had
dcicated them in battle.

| am happy to realize that
the British government is
putling maximum pressurc on
lo the American on this spe-
cific issuc and believe that
there will be time when
America and Victnam will live
in better terms. The British
government is now nning
lo support the works of the
volunlary organisations and
pulling increasing amount of
moncy and there is more and
more being done by the British
government and it shows that
it doesn’t accept the American
theory.

I think il their was a
proper afid and trade pro-
gramme in Victnam, #t would
put an and to the exodus of
these  people Becausc
Vielnam is denied normal ac-
cess to the markets of the
world that it is lagging behind
Lthan many other poor coun-
trics of the world.

DS: Your Excellency, we
have infact a very difficult si-
uation in Northern [reland and
we receive all kinds of reports
here. Being in such a position
we are really not too clear,
could you brief[ us in short
about the situation in Northern
Ireland from the human rights
angle?

LDE: | won't be of any solu-
tion. But | will answer to the
best of my abilities.

Earlter today, talking to
someone clsc | compared the
Shantibahint  with the lrish
Republican Army (IRA) who
arc commilting acts ‘ol wvio-
lcnce, murder and anarchy.
They are killing people with-
out any thought about the
people they are killing. It 1s
violence ol a disgraceful kind
whether its is the Shantibahini
or the IRA such acts of vio-
lence and thoughtless murder
make a Iitical solution nll
the more ult.

But there must be a political
solution . As there must be a
solution for the Chakmas and
majority of the people in
Northern Ireland want te find
a political solution. The pro-
portionate people who are in-
volved in vielence are minute.
They feel oppressed by the
murderous activities of the
IRA. They would like to see, as
| would like to sce a political
solutton and an eventual with-
drawal of British lorces and
that must be our objective.

| would lke o sce an even-
tual agreement about the
whole ol Ireland. The govern-
ment of the Republic of
Ircland is anxious to find a so-
lution. As mu know that there

It

arc talks t ake place regu
larly between the ments
of the Republic of Britain,

keeping in mind a selution lor
Northern lreland and eventu-
ally a solution must be found.
You with the Shantibahini,
we with the IRA are lelt with a
situation which has been diffi-
cult for a political solution by
the use of deliberate actions of
violence and murdeg. The
arms arc often s and
supplied from outside. Thore
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