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The Domain of Quacks

by A S M Nurunnabi
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When somehody falls i1, 1t is his nvatural n
stitiet 1o ry to gel well quickly. For the vasi
majority of our peoplc who are poor, it initially
“walt and sec” game just W find il
itsell will help TCCOVETY Procoss.
course fails, he tries a varicty ol po-
by friends, relatives or neigh
mosl cascs cannol alford o go to a
doctor and buy his medicines. So il

potions fail to yield result and il
a m happens to be within his reach,
he falls an easy prey to his spell. because his
‘medicines’ are cheap and his demagogic man
ner assures him of complcte recovery.

these doctors comparalively
hold more sway. In the urban arcas and cven in
litan city like Dhaka, their sway is no
less considerable. The greatest tool of their
trade is their gift of the gab. This cnables them
to casily draw and audicnce al any place. With
the oratorical qualities of a Demosthenes, the
quack doctor describes the remedial quahitics
of his medicines lor any conccivable illncess
under the sun-from stomach upscl o cancer,
Their prescriptions for myriad maladics arc
made attractive by assured curc and moncy
refund guarantee, although the victims of their
spell do not know for sure how their guaranice
would be honoured in view of their constant
movement from one place to another.

These charlatans in most cascs are pasl
masters of ready wit and human psychology. 1
anyone in their audicnce expresses any intor-
est in their medicines, there is no getiing away
for him from their enticing tricks.

they can easily drew at any location,
their favpurite haunts arc any opon

7
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space at Sadarghatl, Motijheel, Stadium, New
Market.
Lately they have adopled with greal success

chectironm

tn mwllia ol cassclle recorders,
with which they record their orations and
them back as needed. Previously they
loudspeakers while addressing an  audience.
The new gadget has given them soveral advan-
tages. This has sparcd them the physical strain
in repeating their address 10 an audicnoe. They
can Llape their words ih such o way as lo exer-
cise maximum impact on their avdicnee. The
portability of the gadget provides them with
grealer mobility and access o Jarger audienee
at several plaees during a day. This inevitably
lcads 1o a greater number of customers, Somwe
of them seck o enhance crowd -drawing power
by plaving popular songs on thelr cassctic
players.

The interesting part of the story is that
cven those who do not normally belfeve in
these potions and their curative qualities,
sometinws feel the icmptation o try them
whoen any malady continues to treuble them in
spile of other treatments. lere also the dema-
eogic infllucnee of the pedlivrs coupled with the
cheapness of the pouions wins the day.

I i apparcnt Lhat the success of their trade
is largely duc to the gullibtlity, illfterancy. and
supcrslation of their customers. Thope: is no
casy way of checking  this hazard lo public
health, unless the poor people at large are as-
sured the light of education and casy access (o
more facilities for scientific trcatment. That is,
ol course, a Lall order In a poor country like
ours. Though the operation of these quacks is
manifestly harmful, there is no evidenee yet of
any cllective step lor controlling it

Meanwhile, the quack doctors will continue
o hold their away al any place they may
¢ hoose, adding an interesting lacet 1o the var-
icgnled secnario of lile.

BCTA

Bangladesh College Tea-
chers’' Association (BCTA)
Dhaka district at a meeting

Thursday . expressed grave
cancern over the recent inci-
dents of humiliating teachers
at varijous in country

and called upon all to protect
t‘:::-u-l dignity of thg

The meecting ided over
by Principal fuzzaman. It
was attended by the Vice-
Chatrman of the Bangladesh
Federation of Teachcrs
Association Quazi Faruq Ahmed
as chicl guest while Prof
Asadul 1lug, Office Secretary of
the federation was t as
the spectal guest. The meeting
was addressed, among others,
by Prof Farid Ahmed, Prof
Mohfuddin and Abdur Rahman.

Telegogajog Sramik
Karmachari Union
Bangladesh Telegogajog

Sramik Karmachari Union has
decided to observe protest
week from May 26 i the con-
cerned authorities [ail to take
punitive measures against the
persons involved in attacking
on the leaders of the union on

May 15.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the union held on
May 20 at its office at 4 pm.

Sramik Karmachan

Sangram Parishad

Sramik Karmachari San-
gram Parishad at a mecting
Thursday called upon all to
make its convention to be held
on May 31 a success.

The mecting presided over
by Syed Delwar Hossain,
General Secretary of the
National Labour Federation was
addressed, among others, by
Nurul islam Ratan, Ruhul Amin

umdar, Tabarak Hossain,
Wall Ahmad Patwari, Sadakatul
Bari, J Alam, M A Ahad,
Khalekuzzaman and Fanl
Bhushan Das.

Islami Chhatra
Majlish
islaurd Chhatra Majlish Dha-
ka City Unit Wednesday in a
rally near the South gate of
Baitul Mokarram demanded
decreasce of prices of education
maicrials, financial aid for poor

students and introduction ol
unemployment allowance.

" ned a three-day

Samoy

Prol Kabir Choudhury ope-
Pathanatok’
(strect-play) festival at the
central Shahced Minar premi-
scs in thc city yesterday
afternoon. :

Samoy, a cultural organisi
tion, organiscd the drama fos
tival titled ‘Muktir Chctonay
Pathanatok-92° (strecl-play
with Lhe spirit ol emancipa-
tion) in connection with Lhe
organisation’s 15th founding
anniversary.

Ramendu Majumder, Ataur
Rahman and Satdur Rahman
Miron alse addrcssed the
opening session.

BCL(M-B) Confce

The Jagannath College unit
conference of JSD (Inu)-
backed Chhatlra League (M-13)
was held on the college cam-
pus yeslerday.

City branch general scere-
tary of the organisation Manjur
Ahmed Manju inaugurated the
conference at 10 in the morn-
ing.

Former BCIL chicl and pre-
scnt president of Jatiyva Sramik
Jote Shirin Akhter attended
the function as chicl gucest

Sanghati

Sanghati, a family welfare
association has initiated its
venture to construct a road be-
tween East Hajipara and East
Rampura Thursday.

The 30 feet wide road's
construction was inaugurated
by the Minister for Jute AS M
Hannan Shah.

Sanghati on this occasion
arranged a programme {n
which [ormer ward commis-
sioner Obayedul Islam Milon
and Ataur Rahman were pre-
sent as special guests.

Presided over by Sanghati
President Advocate Zahid
Hossain was addressed, among
others, by Abul Khaer Patwari,
Advocate Habibullah Sarkar
and others.

BASSKF

L.eaders of Bangladesh
Sarkari Adhasarkari Besarkari
Shayattasashita Sramik Karma-
chari Federation (BSSKF) Thu-
rsday handed over a memor-
andum on behall of workers ol
different sectors to the Minis-
try of Labour and Manpower.

The memorandum de-
manded withdrawal of any de-
cision to retrench workers and
fixing a new pay scale for the
workers with the lowest scale
of Tk 2000.

THERE |

~ Obituary

Akhter Zaman, son of late
Abdul Majid of B r and
a grandson of late Khan
Bahadur A K Kabiruddin
Ahmad of Faridpur, died of old
age complications in Calcutta
(West Bengal) Wednesday, fam-
fly sources said here yesterday.
He was 75.

Zaman left behind his sister
Mrs. Asma Ahmad and a

brother Kamal Zaman.
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Metropolitan

Silk estate to be set up
to solve problems of
private entrepreneurs

RAJSIHAHI, May 21: Statc
Minisler for Textile M A
Mannan has said that the gov-

crnment was contemplating
formation of an visory
Commitiee to make the

Sericulture Board more dy-

namic solving vartous

problems of the silk sector,
HSS. 3

He sald a silk estate would
also be set up to solve the
problems of 1t privale cn-
ireprencurs  for upholding Lhe
heritage of the Rayshahi silk.

The State Minister was ad
dressing a seminar on
I'roblems of silk industrics in
l h and its remedy”

organised by Bangladcsh
Silk Industry Owners
Associalion and Rajshahi
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry here  yesterday .

It was also addressed,
among others. by City Mayor
Micanur Rahman Minu, mem-
bers of Parliamentary Standing
Commiltlee on Textile
Ministry Shahjahan Siraj
Shahtdullah Khan, Abdur Roul,
local M Azizur Rahman and

President of Silk Industry
Owners Assoclalion
Moyenuddin Ahmad Manik.
Chamber President Mostafizur
Rahman Suja presented the
key -note paper al the seminar

Mannan stressed the need
for pro distribution of dis-
in layings, cocoon, silk
yarn and mulberry saplings to
the concerned trained people
to flourish the silk scctor. He
also called upon the officials of
the Scriculture Board to play
their due role in this regard.

Earlier, the Stale Minisicr
and the members of he
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Textile Ministry
visited some privale sector silk
industries, sericulture factory
and its research centre and
were apprised of varfous prob-
lems of the sector.

He expresscd his dissatis
faction over the last few ycars
performance of the Sericultur
Board and directed for taking
punilive mcasures against
persons who woere roesponsibib
lor laflure 1o acrhieve Largo s o

i Repair work of

coastal

embankment in full swing

CHITTAGONG,
construction and ir work
of d and eroded coasial
embankment of Anwara
Upazila is in full swing, accord-
ing to an official handout, re-
ports BSS.

Over 4,100 tonnes of wheal
worth Taka 2 crore 66 lakh 50
thousand was being spent for
construction and repair work
ol the coastal embankment at
Arvwara.

The work of permanent
coasial embankment to check
crosfon at seafront portion at
the upazila would be taken up
nexl Fﬂ.‘l"

International tender for the
work undcr Cyclone Protection
Work-phasc-2 has already been
loated. Water Development
Board, Chul.nﬁng. has, in the
meantime, taken up work of
temporary embankment under
FFW.

According td WDB sources,
Anwara upazila got 2800
tonnes of wheat under normal
FFW and 1300 tonnes under
special allocation for closi
erosion points al Raipur UP o
the upazila.

The progress of work under
normal FFW is so [ar 85 per
cenl while the work undecr
special allocation, which
nmt couple of wecks ago, has

JS body on
relief meet
held

The third meeting of the
Parliamentary standing com-
mitlee of the Reliel Ministry
was held yesterday at Jatiya
Sa Bhaban with State
Minister for Relief Lutfur
Rahman Khan in the chair, re-

pMj_lﬂﬁs-

May 21: The

achicved 30 per cent progress
in the meantime

On completion of FFW pro
gramme, 50 km embankment
would be repaircd in the
upazila and about 7,500
hectares of crop land would be
saved from tidal water during
monsoon tide,

Mou?ning songs
mark BUET
Rag Day

By BUET Correspondent

The oulgoing students of
Bangladcsh University of Eng-
necring and Technology Thu
rsday cclebrated an excep-
tional Rag Day rending songs ol
mourning.

The curtailed Rag Day pro-
gramme Lhis ycar was dedi
caled in commemoration ol
the three deceased students,
EUCSU VP Ruhul Kabir, Arf
and Shovon, who were drow
ned in a boat capsize in the
river Buriganga on May 14.

The day-long programme
began with the plantation of
saplings on the campus at
7.30 am was followed by a cul-
tural programme entitled
"Tumi Robe Nirabe Ridaya
Mamo."

A mourning rally starting
from the BUET campus ended
at Central Shaheed Minar

main thoroughfares ol
the city. Different recreational
programmes, refreshment and
recollectign of memories
marked occasion.

Later in the evening a cul-
tural programme participated
by the prominent artistes of
the country was presented at
the central auditorium of
BUET.
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A procession of the BUET students Thursday in the city marking conclusion of academic

year 92.

Friday

Morning session
Opening announce-
ment Al-Quran Pro-
gramme summary

8.00

8.10 News in Bangla
8.15 Amra Natoon
8.40 Cartoon film: Tecnage
Mutant Ninja Turtles
9.10 Tooki Taaki
9.30 The Spectacular
World of Guinnes
Records
10.00 News in English
10,23 Moner Mukurey
12. Closing
Evening session
3.00 Opening announce-
ment Al-Quran Pro-
gramme summary
3.12 Recitation from the
Tripitak
3.16 Alor Dishari
3.30 Movie of the Week
5.10 News in Bangla
5.30 Sports programme:
Football
6.45°* Shikshangon
7.06 Malancha: Songs pro-
me
8.00 News in Bangla
8.30 Musical programme
9.00 Sataropa
10.00 News in English
10.30 Drama Series: L A Law
11.30 Khabar/The News
11.40 Saturday's programme
summary
| 11.45 Clésing

— Star photo

Day temperature likely to fall

By Staff Correspondent
Rain and thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty

and squally wind likel
Chittagong and Khuilna

to occur at many places over
jvisions and at a few places over

Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions, during the next 24 hours.

Day temperature likely to fall by 1 or 2 degree Celsius over
the country, Met office forecast adding that little change
would be noticed during the next two days.

Mcanwhile several parts of the country experienced heavy
rainfall with the highest 82 mm at Teknaf during the last.36

hours till Thursday evening.

According to the Met office, Sylhet had 58 mm, Kutubdia
84, Cox’s Bazar 44, Maijdicourt and Rangpur 36 each, Khulna

32, Swandip and Patu

hali 28 each, Satkhira 29, Bhola and

Chittagong 27 each, Feni 24, Dhaka 22, Rangamati 21 and

Comilla 14 mm main.

Day temperature remained nearly

unchanged over the

country except in Comilla, Feni, Sitakunda, Rajshahi and few

other places where temperature fell by 2 to 4 degree Celsfus.
The highest temperature of 36.5 degree Celsius was

recorded in Jessore Thursday.

The sun sets in Dhaka today (Friday) at 6.38 pm and rises

tomorrow (Saturday) at 5.13 am.
Temperature and humidity recorded at important cities

and towns on Thursday were:
Cities/Towns Temperature in degree Celstus  Humidity in percentage

Max Min
Dhalaa 20.4 21.4
C ng 30.4 20.3
Rm 32.7 22.0
Khulna 31.8 20.0
Cox's Bazar 32.0 20.4
Sylhet 20.5 18.0
Dinajpur 30.5 20.0
Chuadanga 32.6 22.0

9 am 6 pm
T7 68
72 77
78 68
68 T8
687 B2
77 687
82 63
79 63
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Jagadish Basu
gold medal 91
awarded

Speaker Shaikh ue
Ali yesterday underscored the
need for recognition and re-
ward of national talents in var-
lous ficlds, BSS.

He was distributing Sir
Jagadish Chandra Basu 91 goid
medal at a ceremony organised
by Sir Jagadish Chandra Basu

Smriti Sangsad at Sonargaon
lHotel here.

Shaikh said vari-
ous steps should be taken o
encourage for such kind of

recognition of talents

Mohammad Moniruzzaman,
Editor, weekly Ganobichar.
prosided over the meeting.

Ten distinguished persons
got Lhe gold medals. They are
Dr M scr Al — Science,
Major General (Retd) Dr A R
Khan—Medical Science,
Shatkh Salim— Journalism,
Humayun Jahir-—Soctal Welfare,
Ferdous Rahman— Songs,
Abdul Halim Akanda— Indus-
trialist, Abdu! Kadir Mridha —
Management, Atiqul Islam
Bhutyan and Shahjahan Kabir —
Hanking and Mohammad
Jakaria Bhutyan — Industriali-
sation.

Reexcavation

of sewers in
Rajshahi begins

RAJSHALMI, May 21
Rajshahi City Corporation his
started recxcavation work ol
seven main scwers of the efly
al a cost of Taka eleven lukh 1o
drain oul walcr in ralny sca-
son, an official handoul said,
reports BSS.

Due o fllegal installation of
shops on the drains, the reex
cavalion work is lacing prob.
lem. The city corporation au
thority warncd the illegal shop
OWNCers that stern aclion
would be taken if they did nol
remove the shops from the
drains. The
sought coopceration ol all con
cerned in this regard

Qulkhawani

The qulkhwani of Nurul
Hossain Talukder, chiefl of the
editing section of the daily
ittefaq will be held today
(Friday) after Asar prayers at
his house at 56/C South
Mugdapara here, reports BSS.

authority also

Relations, friends and well-
wishers have been requcsted

by Begum Talukder to attend
the qu{:hwa.nl
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Speaker Shaikh Razzaque Ali with the recipients of Sir Jagodish Bosu gold medal award.

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan Thursday called upon
the Biman o take a

ond baich of apprentice me-
chanics of the Bangladesh
Airline Training Centre (BATC)
at its auditortum here.

fresh vow to turn the national Mannan the mechan-

carrier into a truly service  ics to make themsclves truly
oriented and commercially capable in Biman's
profitable concern, reports fleet of alrcrafl. He that

BSS. the trained mechanics would
The State Minister was be able to help the airline im-
speaking at the certificate prove its schedule with

awarding ceremony of the sec-

Public“Notice

It appears that the following documents in oniginal
in respect of property situated at Plot No. 22 of Block
NWI(D) of Gulshan Modcl Town, Dhaka, arc lost:

1) Leasc Agreement being Deod No. 4053 exccuted
and registered on 22nd Apnil 1961 between Mr.
Fidaul Rahman S/o Dr. Zahurul Islam & DIT.
Deed of Conveyance No. 6962 executed and
registered on 7th Junc 1963 between Mr, Abdul
Ahad & said Fidaul Rahman.

3) Deed of Assignment No. 5594 cxecuted and
| registered on 12th March 1964 by the said Fidaul
Rahman and Mr. Abdul Ahad.

If these are found then kindly deliver to me at the

lollowing address:

|

2)

Narmeen S Husain
6 Circuit House Road
_ WPIIW_#T,_W“-I“IL 3

S Notice

At Katasur under Mohammadpur Po-
lice Station 4.63 acre of low land and
1.05 acre of land at Tejkunipara attached
to Industrial Area of Tejgaon Police Sta-
tion will be sold on urgent basis.

Interested buyers are requested to
Contract the under signed, the representa-

tive of the owner of the land.

Md. Abdul Mobin
Advocate

124/1 New Kakrail Road,
Shantinagar (1st floor),
Phone : Chamber : 410646

Res : 861841

-

World Bank Vacancy for an Irrigation Engineer

two Engineers

Qualification: The ideal candidate would be 40-55 years

of age, have a
Engineering

analyses.

Experience:

Remuneration: The World Bank pays competitive salaries

and benefits,.

Joining Date:

candidate could join by August 1, 1992.
All applications will be treated with strict confidence.

Please apply with a copy of your cv no later than 15 June,

The Job: Supervised by Chief of the Agriculture Unit in
the Bank Office at Dhaka, the incumbent will be one of the
responsible for supervising the Bank
financed civil works, operation and maintenance of flood
control, drainage and irrigation projects, river control

(relaxable
candidates with overseas training), be fluent in spoken
and written English and be knowledgeable in computer based

The minimum requirement is 15 years of
experience in planning, designing, construction, operation
and maintenance of flood control and irrigation projects,
of which 5 years should be in senior management positions.
Interest in irrigated agriculture would be of advantage.

works, review of Flood Action Plan Reports and the
evaluation of impact of projects on agriculture
production.

Masters or equivalent degree in Civil
in the case of outstanding

The World Bank would prefer that the

1992, at the address given below:

World Bank Resident Mission Bangladesh
(Ref: Irrigation Engineer)
3A Paribagh, GPO Box 97

Dhaka-1000.




