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CNN signs accord
with USIS, Dhaka

Cable News Network (CNN)
has signed an agreement with
USIS in Dhaka for providing
the latter with 24-hour televi-
slon service. Eve Kroese,
Executive Asasistant of USIS,
and Golam Arshad, CNN s
Bangladesh represcniative

%_

i

the agreement on be-
half of their respective organi-
sations, said a press rolease

'Resist b

KABUL. May 21: A powerful
mediation commission today
announced a nt end to
the war for Kabul, marking a
major step towards establish-
ing a durable peace Iin
Afghanistan, reports AFP

‘The war permanently ends
today. Further fighting is pro-
hibited," the 31-member
commission’'s chief,
Mujahideen commander
Maulvi Jalaluddin Haggani, an-
nounced 10 kilometers (six
miles) outside Kabul.

The formal transfer of
power, on April 28, from a
communist regime to an
Islamic interim government
came amid fighting between
different factions in the Afghan
capital Kabul.

A power struggle opposed
the Jamiat-i-Islami of com-
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mander Ahmed Shah Masood,
who became Defence Minister
and the Hezb-i-lslami forces

of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar.
Under the five-point peace
accord, which Haqqani said

had already been endorsed by
rival Mujahideen factions,
forces from the opposing sides
will withdraw from Kabul
within one week.

Policing of the capital city
will be handed over to com-
manders belonging to the
Kabul region, he said, adding
that the Defence Ministry
would be responsible for the
security of the city perimeters.

If neceded the commanders
can deploy Mujahideen from
neutral factions 'other than
opposing groups' Hagqgani said
amid cheers from his follow-

Celebrations started im-
mediately after the announce-
ment with Mujahideen con-
gratulating one another in
many parts of the capital, wit-
nesses said. . .

'We will have ‘jashan’
(celebrations) today’, said a
former air force pilot, adding
that he was now prepared to
rebuild his home in the nearby
Paghman hills destroyed dur-
ing the Afghan war. "Khalqis
and Parchamites and commu-
nists will have no place in the
new Islamic government’
Haqqani said, referring to the
two factions of the ruling
Watan or homeland party of

ousted Soviet-backed
President Najfbullah.
Explaining his peace

blueprint, Haggani said neutral
commanders would start tak-
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ing over security posts from
Saturday and then hand them
back to the defence and inte-
rior ministries once the fear of
clashes diminished.

‘All heavy weaponry of the
opposing factions that with-
draw will be deposited and will
(become) government prop-
erty.
All Mujahideen groups oc-
capying government build-
ings, offices and installations
will vacate and restore their
control to the respective de-
partments, he announced.

Haqqani, a respected reli-
gious leader and prominent
Mujahideen chiel from the
Pashtun-dominated eastern

of Paktia, said he was
acting with written authorisa-

tion from main rival factions of
Hekmatyar and Masood.
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over flood
of refugees

WASHINGTON, May 21
The United States is con-
cerned about the flood of refu-
gees fleeing from Myanmar's
repressive military rule and is
considering more aid to help

'‘Bangladesh and Thailand cope

with them, a US official said
on Wednesday, reports Reuter.

The official, Assistant Scc-
retary of State Richard Solo-
mon, said that despite Myan-
mar's bleak human rights
record, the administration re-
mained opposed to a US trade
embargo and to severing Lhe
few remaining links between
the two countries.

Solomon told a House of
Representatives of Foreign

Affairs Subcommittee that
refugees were continuing to
arrtve in Bangladesh at the rate
of 1,000 a day and the sftua-

. tton was ‘only barely under

control.’'

He said the coming mon-
soon would aggravate the prob-
lems of lack of shelter and san-
itation and added, ‘'we are ac-
tively exploring ways to meet
these needs.’

He said the United States
had contributed dollar 3 mil-

“‘lion o an international relief

eflort and was working on an
additional contribution.

Solomon also said the

United States had provided
Sce Page 12 Col 7
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Shop owners in Nawabpur Road pulled shutters down yesterday following fierce clash between two rival groups over

possession of Eid-ul-Azha cattle market venue.

-— Star photo

Education fm:' All

Plan to set up
national body

By Sohel Manzur

The government plans to
set up a National Council for
Education for All (NCEFA] to
help implement the pro-
grammes of providing basic
education to the targeted pop-
ulation.

The council proposed by
the Joint Government-UNICEF
Advisory Group WGUAG) will
be headed by the Minister of
Education and will comprise
representatives {rom various
ministries and agencies of the
government. The council will
also Include resentatives
from outside and will provide
facilities to deal with multi-
scctoral activities to promote
and advance the causes for ba-
sic education for all.

The NCEFA will act as the
central c house for pro-
ject proposals before their
submission to the ECNEC for
formal approval. It will also

monitor and review the overall
progress towards realisation of
the goal of Education For All
(EFA) adopted under the
National Plan of Action [NPA)
and give appropriate policy di-
rections as ed.

The NCEFA will take all ini-
tiatives it considers necessary
for successful implementation
of the NPA and will be autho-
rised to submit direct propos-
als for roval by the Minister
for Planning, Finance,
Establishment and others as
well as by the Prime Minister
or the cabinet.

The JGUAG also proposed
an implementation committee
for EFA headed by .the
Secretary, Ministry of Educa-
tion to get the decisions of the
NCEFA implemented.

It also proposed Lthat a suit-
ably staffed NPA profject for-
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GODAGAR! (Rajshahf), May
21: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today said certain
quariers are trying to create
anarchy in the country by rais-
|n= unjust demand, reports

"Hemain alert against evil
designs of certain quarters and
resist them if want to
create anarchy.” she wid a
public meeting here In an
oblique reference to the
Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul Commi-
ttee’'s demand for execution of

trial verdict on Jamaat

blic
I Eth'ﬂuh:nﬁm

The Committee enforced a

| half-day hartal on May 18 in

the capital and called for a
countrywide dawn-to-dusk

hartal on June 2] to press iis
demand. ;

“The country didn't achicve
independence at anyone's
mercy, milllons had shed
blood for ft, and if needed, will

again shed blood to protect IL,”
the Prime Minister told the
huge meeting at Godagari
Degree College premises in
the frontier upaxila.

She also expressed her gov-
ernment's determination to
bufld a corruption-free admin-
istration. "Stern measures will
be taken against anyone found
indulging in corruption.

Htftrn:g'tn the adverse
impact of Farraka barrage
on the country’'s northern re-
@on, the Prime Minisier gave
priority to the canal digging
programme, saying canals
would contain excess water
during mensoon which could
be used for trrigation during
the dry season.

Mentioning the Barendra
Project, inftiated in Rajshahi
district by late President Ziaur
Rahman but abandoned during
the Ershad regime, Begum Zia
sald it would be tmplemented
at a cost of Tk 350 crore.

She urged the people 1o
come forward in selling up
small and medtum-scale tndus-
tries, including silk-based lac-

id to create anarchy : PM

tories, poultry and cattle farms
and said the government
would provide credit factlities
in this |

She also pledged to make
the country self-reliant in food
and ensure all-round develop-
ment in the next five .

Stressing the ﬁ pop-
ulation control, she said two
children are enough and
warmed of a greater danger if
the country falls to check the
population boom.

She assured the local peo-
ple of restarting the work of
the local hospital and an-
nounced the Godagan Girls
College would be nationalised.

Earlter, the Prime Minister
visited twe sites selected for
construction of a |500 -metre-
long embankment at Ratl Dazar
and Dakbungalow.

The project, with an estl-
mated cost of Tk 3. 74 crore,
has been placed for approval
On completion, it will protect
from floods various establish
menis in and around the
upazila, situated on the bank of
mighty river Padma.

Hasina demands

solution to
CHT 1ssues

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called lor
immediate political solution of
the problems in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts to end conllicl in
the area, reports UNB.

"Immediate steps should be
taken for finding a political
solution of the hill tracts
problems in the interest of na
tional coheston, peace and de-
velopment as well as protect-
ing lives and property of the
hill people.” she said in a
statement! against the back-
drop of Wednesday's violence
and killings.

The Awami League presi-
dent expressed deep shock at
the dastasrdly killing of five
children in Khagracchart and

concern at the violent
incidents like arson and loot in

Rangamat! Wed nesday
Violence in the hill tracts

has flared up alarmingly in re-

cent time resulting in loss of

many Wves, property and viola
Ser Page 12 Col 7

Saifur rules out fresh
taxes on commonman

Finance Minister M Saitfur
Rahman yesterday under-
scored the need for a higher
development budget outlay of
about Taka 8,500 crore in the
next fiscal for ac a GDP
growth rate of over per
cent and bringing about quali-
tative improvements in the liv-
ing standard of the vast
masses, reports BSS.

Ruling out the possibilitics
of any fresh tax burden on the

r and commonman in the
orthcoming budget, the
Finance Minister said instead
of imposing any new tax, the
democratically elected gov-
ernment would boost the tax-
revenue collections by tmprov-
ing administrative efliciency,
P the loophaoles and ex-

the tax base for the
sa ke quicker development
of the country.

He was exc views
with a group of leading MPs,
politicians, eminent lawyers,

journalists and professionals
on the current economic sit-
uation of Bangladesh in city
last night at the NEC confer-
ence room.

Secking the cooperation of
the MPs and professionals for
mobilising more domestic re-
sources to finance a larger de-
velopment bu in the next
fiscal, Rahman said it would be
necessary to meet the objec-
tives of economic emancipa-
tion, poverty alleviation, educa-
tion and Increased employ-
ment opportunities.

For a break through on the
economic front we have to iIn-
vest more foreign and domes-
tic resources and have to re-
strain current consumption’ he
said, adding ‘we have to liber-
alise our economy, stabilise
fiscal and financial discipline
and increase savings and in-
vestment.’

Explaining the hard eco-

See Page 12 Col 8

Thai troops return to barracks,
leaving behind public rage

BANGKOK, May 2]1: Troops

Irtturmdtn thetr barracks to-

day after a compromise bro
wered King Bhumibol
Adulyade| ended four days of
bloody clashes with anti-gov
ernment protestors In the
Thai capital, reports AFP

But they left behind them

Kraprayoon
enrly today in the wake of ne-
tiations with opposition
Chamiong Srtmuang
taged a new
demonsiration, walking from
the scene of the worst violence
at the Royal Hotel to the

Democracy Monument

and back to mourmn the dead.

Some 3,000 people from all
classes were applauded by
passcrs-by as they laid wreaths
at the Monument and walked
around it

Individuals also marked
with flowers the places where
commades died in the attempt
to force the res tion of
Suchinda, archifect of the
1991 miltary coup who was
appointed Prime Minister
without having run in the
March general elections.

Indicating the continuing
tenston, a passing army truck
was stoned and a milt helt
copter circled overhe But
while a state of emergency
remained in force, a curfew
was lifted afler only one night.

Suchinda was silent, follow
ing his promise soon after
midnight that he would sup
port rapid constitutional
changes that would reserve the
premicrship for an elected
member of parliament, cffec-
tively bringing about his own

resignation.

C the organiser of
two weeks of demonstrations
by tens of thousands which
ended in sla , was concil-
jatory, saying that 'Suchinda
tried to do his best.’

He told a presa conlference
that he had met with leaders
of parties from both sides of

parliament, where the pro
military coalitfion that ap
pointed Suchinda has a narrow

ma jority
See Page 12 Cnl 3
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Thai police drag away barbed wire barricades across from the Royal Hotel, which was raided
by police Wedneaday, as troops withdrew from the embattied area yesterday

— AFP photo
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Two conferences

of Dhaka dist
AL today

By Staff Correspondent

Two factions of the Dhaka
District Awami League are
holding their conferences at
separate venues today (Friday)
each claiming to be the
"mainstream” of the district
committee, reliable party
sources said Thursday.

The AL Central Commitiee
source said that the Dhaka dis-
trict AL conference will be
held at Savar under the leader-
ship of Shamshuddoha Khan
Majlish while suspended
leader Mostafa Mohsin Mantu
said that “preparations have
been completed to hold the
conference on Friday at the
Enginecrs' Institution.”

lish and Manlu were the
president and the general sec-
retary respectively of the dis-
trict commitiee until March 5
whenn Mantu was expelled fol
lowing a ‘crisis’ 10 the
Bangladesh Chhatra Leaguc
(BCL) in the Dhaka University.
Moniruzzaman Badal, the
See Page 12 Col 3

SKOP likely to

go on 48-hour
strike from July 7

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP) is lkely
to go for a 48-hour general
strike throughout the country
from July 7 to press the gov-
ernment implement its
agreement with the SKOP and
stop retrenchment of public

sector employees.
According to SKOF sources
the programme will be

adopted at the national eon-
vention of the SKOP represen-
tatives scheduled to be held
mdu?e (Friday) at the Teacher-
Student Centre (TSC) of the
Dhaka University.

The convention of ihe
SKOP. comprising |0 trade
union federations, has been
called in the bac of gov-
ernment’'s ‘breach agree -
ment’ signed with the SKOP
leaders on December 24 last
yeRs.

The December agreement
provided that the government
would announce steps for ful
filment of the five-point de-
mands of SKOP within three
weeks of its signing.

The government formed a
Wage Commission in the lght
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PCP protests
'Rangamati

incident

By Staff Correspondent

Pahari Chhatra Parishad
(PCP) Thursday brought out a
procession and held a ™
protesting the attack on PC
activists in Rangamati
Wed and demanded
punishment to the attackers.

At the PCP rally held in
front of the National Press
Club, leaders expressed thetr
no confidence in the probe
committee headed by a First
Class te in this
and demanded that such a
committee be formed with a

Judge of the Supreme Court as

its head.

Demanding abolition of the
hill distriet council, the lead-
ers said that the government
had fatled to solve hill prob-
lems in the last 3] years The

t should solve these
problems politically, they
added.

The rally, presided over by
PCP CGencral Secretary Karuna-
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Niru released
from jail
Expelled JCD leader Sanaul
Haq Niru was released yester
day from Mymensingh faf
He was arrested on January
23 In 1990 and accused of
Dr Shamsu! Alam Khan
Milon, He, along with 12
others., wery acquitted of the
murder charge on May 13
Niru told UND by telephone
that he had no plan to form an
organisation or join any politi-
party.
1 will be with the
occasfons | have had offers to

jotn many parties.

A large number of people
recefved Niru after he had

been released at around 11
Thursday morning.

From the jail gate, he
straight went to the majar of
BNP's founder chairman Ziaur
Rahman and placed wreath
and offered munajat. the re-
leane sabd.



