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Upazila

JAMALPUR

2 blackmarketeers
held for
assaulting

ncwsman

From Our Correspondent

May 20 : Police arrested
two notorfous blackmarketecrs
here on May 17 for assaulting a
local newsman,

it is learnt that Nurul Alam
Siddique, Jamalpur District
correspondent of the Daily
Ingilab was seriously assaulted
by some blackmarketers at
Melandah bazar on March 26.

A case was registered with
Melandah thana in this con-
nection and police investiga-
tion is going on.

Recently, acting on secret
information., a group of police
led by Sub-Inspector
Mainuddin raid a house at vil-
lage Dewlabari and arrested
two persons on charge of as-
saulting newsman.

The arrested persons are
Mohammad Ali Jeenah and
Mahful.

GAZIPUR
Ansar, VDP
rally held

From Our Correspondent

May 20 : A rally of Gazipur
district Ansar and VDP was
held at sh Agricultural
Research Institute premises
recently.

Major General Syed Bad-
ruzzaman attended at the rally
as chiefl guest and took the
salute,

The lunction was presided
over by Alhaj Jasimuddin
Chowdhury, Deputy Commi-
ssioner. At was addressed,
among others, by Police Super
Syed Golam Mostafa, Lt. Col.
Harunur Rashid. Director
and Abul Kashem.

Another report adds: Indian
sarees worth about Taka 6 lakh
were recovered from village

under sadar upazila
of the district recently.

A case in this connection
has been registered with the
police.

SYLHET
Property worth
Tk 50 lakh
gutted

From Our Correspondent
May 20 : Property worth
Taka 50 lakh were gutted in a

devastating fire at ratbazar

of Balaganj Upazila of the dis-
trict recently.

According to the reports, as
many as 14 business estab-
lishments including a rice-mill
were burnt in the fire. The fire
originated from a short-circuit
in the bazar area.

The local people brought
the fire under control.

Another report adds
Smuggled Indian goods worth
about more than Taka one lakh
were seized by the police from
Sylhet town recently.

In an another raid. 11 bags
of sugar and 4 bags of dal were
scized from a microbus (Dhaka

Metro Cha 8288) from

Kalighat area of Sylhet town.
Police arrested three persons

in this regard.
Two separate cases had

bﬂ::lhr;&:fm‘l with the
JAMALPUR
Best primary
teacher in
district
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PATUAKHALI

Aus Tarming

plan on
4.72 lakh hectares

May 20 : A massive scheme
has been undertaken to bring
4.72 lakh hectares of land un-
der aus cultivation in 11
southern districts in greater
Barisal Agricultural Zone, re-
ports UNB.

According to official sour-
ces, B4,000 hectares of land
will be brought under High
Yielding Varfety and 3.88 lakh
hectares under local variety.

The districts are Patuakhali,
Barguna., Bhola, Pirojpur, Ba-
risal, Rajbari, Gopalganj. Mada-
ripur, Shariatpur. Jhalakatt
and Faridpur.

At least 244 demonstration
plots will be set up in these
districts to acquaint the farm-
ers with the modern methods
of cultivation.

Bangladesh Agricultural De-
velopment Corporation will
supply necessary seeds. fertjl-
izers and insecticides among
the farmers at fair prices for
the successful implementation
of the scheme.

It is estimated that about
5.39 lakh metric tons of aus
paddy will be produced in
these districts during this sea-

SOnn.
Another rt adds : Work
‘'on eight uplift projects under

Annual Development Progra-
mme is progressing fast in the
district.

FARIDPUR
Dacoit-police
gunbattle

May 20 : Dacoits fought a
gunbattle with police in
Madhukhali Upazila Monday
night, leaving a cop injured by
bullet, reports UNB.

Four members of the armed
gang were captured th
two pipeguns and some
weapons during the encounter
in the Gariadah Primary School

8. police said.

Constable Alauddun got bul-
let in his head during the fight.
He was rushed to the Faridpur
Police Hospital.

The clash started when po
lice. on information that a gang
was on attempt to commit da-
coity. rushed to the spot and
challenged the miscreants.
Md'lheyﬂ [lncutalnlllethen ope-

re on police., injurl
Alauddin. e

Police returned fire and

uuﬂt Quddus Ali Sikder, Raja

., Ear Hossain and Jamal
Shetkh— all of village Arpara in
the upazila.

Cases have been filed agai-
nst them.

JHENIDAH

Demand for
execution of
People's Court

verdict

May 20 : The district unit
Committee for Eltmination of
Killers and Collaborators of
1971 at a public rally Monday
demanded execution of the
People’'s Court verdict on
Jamaat Chief Golam Azam. re-

ports UNB.
The meeting was ad-
dressed. among others, by

Abdus Salam. Ziauddin Ahmed.
Matiur Rahman, Khandaker
Hafiz Farook and Tahera
Begum Jolly.

The speakers held Golam
Azam guilty for anti- sh
campaign in London Saudi
Arabia in the name of East
Pakistan resurrection move-
ment tll 1977.

They refterated the demand
to set up special tribunal to try

the killers and collaborators on
1971

RANGPUR
Drought damages
sugarcane on

6,000 acres

May 20 : Sugarcane plants
on 6,000 acres of land in
Shyampur Sugar Mills Zone
have been damaged by the pre-
v drought. reports UNB.

sources said the mill
brought 12,000 acres of land
under sugarcane cultivation in
two phases within mill zone

1]

acres of land under
first phase mmw in last
October are now ng
somehow but on t rest
6.000 acres sown during
February and March were

wd due to persisting

An official of the mill said
the repayment of the loan of

National

Brahmaputra Flood Control Project

Fund needed to complete work

on 23-year-old project

JAMALPUR. May 20 : The
Brahmaputra River Flood
Control and Irrigation Project
could not be implemen in
23 years due to shortage of
fund and necessary initiatives.

The Taka 93 crore project
aimed at controlling floods and
exploring irrigation facilities in

Jamalpur and Sherpur
Districts.

The Water Development
Board (WDB) took up the task
of implementing the project
with the assistance of World
Bank.

It is learnt that the interna-
tional water experts led BM
Abbas conducted a sur?vyry to
select the project site in 1978
but it remained incomplete as
the unauthorised occupants on
the land could not yet be
evicted.

A reliable source disclosed
that a proposal was submitted
‘to the concerned ministry for
setting up of a divisional office
of Water Development Board at
Jamalpur to ease implementa-
tion of the work. An official file
was also opened at the Water
Development Board Head
Office at the directive of late
President Ziaur Rahman.

Another proposal was sent
by the Deputy Commissioner,
Jamalpur to the head office of
WDB on December 23, 1983

re ing the project but to no
cieet.

Late President Ziaur
Rahman formally inaugurated
the work on the Brah utra
Barrage. an integral part of the
project near Dewangan]
Upazila town during 1980-8].

Break up of sanction

After the approval, the gov-
ernment sanctioned fund for
the project that include Taka
one crore for the construction
of embankment along the river
Naliji i{n Nalitabari Upazila,
Taka one crore 25 lakh for two
regulators and a bridge in
Melandah Upazila. Taka one
crore 25 lakh for Gobakhali
Canal digging in Jamalpur
sadar upazila, Taka nine crore
33 lakh for Old Brahmaputra
Flood Control and
Rehabilitation t. Taka 10

crore 26 lakh for Jamuna
Flood Control and
Rehabilitation  Project in
Dewanganj and Sarishabari
wlu. Takg 13 crore for
control embankment

along Dwasani river. Taka two
crore seven lakh for Madarganj
Upazila town protection pro-
Ject, Taka one crore 5Q lakh
for Pullakandi Unton protec-
tion embankment wunder
Dewanganj Upazila, Taka two
crore 54 for Dewanganj
Town Protection and
Rehabilitation Project, Taka
one crore 25 lakh for con-
struction of regulator at
Kurnajura wunder Sribordi
Upazila, Taka one crore 40
lakh for Rohabakehart
Rehabilitation Project, Taka 60
lakh for Nalitabari-Voliakahali
water supply

Pregnant housewife
beaten to
death

DINAJPUR, May 20 : A

regnant housewife was al-
gedly beaten to death at the

town, police sald here

Tuesday, reports UNB.

lakh for construction work of
flood control embankment
along the river Bhugai under
Nalitabari Upazila, Taka 12
crore for Rajan Mijili Flood
Control Embankment Project
under Jhenighati U Taka
one crore 25 lakh for regulator
and bridge construction pro-
ject along the river Mregi un-
der Sherpur Upazila, Taka one
crore 26 lakh for construction
of a regulator brid
digging under Sharishabar{
Upazila, Taka two crore 14
lakh was sanctioned for the
construction 77-km-long flood
control embankment along
Chilakanchi river under
thggbaﬂ Upazila, Taka 20
crore for Brahmaputra river
dredging project and Taka 70
lakh for Jamalpur town protec-
tion project.

Projects under FWP

Some of the schemes under
the project were taken under
Food for Works P me but
none of the projects has been
implemented due to shortage
ef fund.

Under the Food for Works
Programme schemes, 43 486
maunds of wheat were sanc-
tioned for the construction of
Brahmaputra Flood Control
Embankment, 20,000 maunds
of wheat for the excavation at
Banner and Sharsakhi canals
under Jamalpur sadar upazila,
30,000 maunds of wheat [or
dredging Mregi river,
1,70,000 maunds of wheat for

. the construction of flood con-

trol embankment along the
river Chillakhali in Sherpur

sadar upazila.
Brahmaputra erosion

A dependable source of the
Water Development Board,
Dhaka said that the embank-
ment constructed under the
project had been under the
grip of the Brahmaputra ero-
ston. During the last 23 years,
about 6000 square feet area

along the embankment were
devoured by the rivers causing
huge losses to the government

The source said that owing
to non-completion of the pro-
jects eroston and flood have
devoured lands in Jamalpur
and Sherpur districts every

The Water Development
Board sanctioned Taka 20
crore last year and Taka 17
lakh during the current finan:
cial year for the reconstruction
of the embankment near the
Brahmaputra to curb erosion
but the measures taken so far
have been too meagre to do
the needful.

ineffective
Meanwhile. the temporary
bamboo pilings installed at
Dewanganj town protection by
Water Development Board have
already been washed away by
the strong current at the river
It is officially learnt that
many cracks have been devel-

and canal

to heavy pressure of water.
Water Development Board ex-

perts fail to carry on survey'

work due to the strong cur-
rent, the source added.

A WDB source says since
1967 the Brahmaputra river
has been eroding Dewanganj
town and an area of three
miles in length and one mile
in breadth has been devoured
by the river at Dewanganj Bazar
and Thana Road. The authority

no effect.

It may be mentioned here
that Begum Khaleda Zia, Prime
Minister visited the
Brahmaputra Barrage site in
January 1987 and in two pub-
lic meeting she also assured
the local people that the prob-
lems of the would be
solved. |

The local people urged the
present government to look
into the matter and take steps

is trying to halt the eroston by for the interest of people of
using the boulder stones but to  the vast areas.
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From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. May 20: At least
1200 feet long area of the

Family sources said, the | flood control embankment in

vicim Marzina, second wife of
Abdul Jalil of ratlway slum area

was allegedly beaten by two
wives of her husband's brother
and mother-in-law recently.

She succumbed on way to
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital the same day. The
body was sent to morgue for
autopsy .

A case has been filed with
the Kotwali police.

Jute production
decreases in
Netrakona

NETRAKONA. May 20: Jute
ction in the district may

| short of the target during
this season for want of seeds

in al of the
district but scarcity of jute
seeds is posing a threat in

achieving the target.

It was reported that in the
open market jute seeds arc
being sold between Taka 40
and !::-r seer which is be
yond purchasing capacity
of the drought-hit farmers.

Upazila Seed Inspector said
seeds which been dis
tributed among the farmers by
Bangladesh Agriculture

Corporation were

|

Jakiganj, Golapgan] and
Bianibazar areas under the
district have been washed away
by the rain water and onrush of
water from the hilly areas
during the last two days.

The aflected areas include
Isapur of Sultanpur union un-
der Jakigan| upazila, some
parts of Sylhet Sadar upazila.

Golapgan) and Biantbazar upas-
las

Meanwhile, water level in
different rivers ke Surma and
Kushiara has been on rise dur-

the last two days, said an
official source. However, the
rivers are following below the

danger level.
One person was killed and

11 others were injured in a
truck accident that took place

at Tllagarh area of Sylhet town
on the midnight following
Mo nday

According to reports, at
about 12 AM a loaded truck
bearing No Sylhet Da-02-0015
turned turtle near MC College
on its way to Jaintapur when
the driver lost control of the
vehicle,

The driver and helpers of
the truck managed escape un
hurt just after the accident.

The deceased has been
identified as Samiruddin (35
of village Thakurbari under
Jaintapur upazila. Among the
injured persons four were

mitted to the Sylhet MAG
Osmany Hospital with serious
injuries.

Diarrhoea kills 11

DINAJPUR, May 20:
Diarrhoea claimed six lives of
babies and attacked several
others in the district during
the last few days. reports UNB.

According to informed
sources, scarcity of drinking
water and consumption of
adulterated food are the main
reasons behind the outbreak of
the discase.

Affected people have urged
the authorities to take effective
measures to combat the spread
of the disease.

Another report adds : A
youngman allegedly committed
suicide by taking poison re
cently at village Mushidhat in
Bochagan| upazila.

Another report from
Matjdee Court says - Diarrhoea
claimed 5 lives in five upazilas

of the district during the last
72 hours. unofficial sources
Sk ;
Another 28 people, suffer-
ing from the discase., were
admitted to Sadar Hospital.

One death was reported at
Ramnathpur village in Sadar
upazila 1{ur-d-y and 4 others
at East Nurpur of the same

upazila Wednesday
At least 2,000 ple were
reportedly attac by the dis-

ease that broke out in Sadar,
Chatkhil. Chapainawabgan).

Senbag. Begu | upazilas
during the :

The cause of the sudden
outbreak of the discase was at-
tributed to acute scarcity of

drinking water.

Course on 'Social
Analysis
Organisation'held

BARISAL, May 20: A five-day
training on 'Social Analysis and
Organisation’' concluded at the
Bikalpa Unnayan Karmashuchi
(BUK] office premises here re-
cently.

Organised by the
Association of Development
Agencies In Bangladesh
[ADAB), the function was at-
tended by A Wahab Howlader,
the Executive Director of
Krishi Club, as chief guest.

A total of 23 fleld workers
of different NGOs of the dis-
tricts of Barisal, Faridpur and

Manikgonj participated in the
training course.

Mosammat Partbanu Begum

Bela (54) wife of Siddiqur
Rahman Bhuiyan of village
Haripur under Chhagalnaiya
Upazila of Feni District died of
heart attack recently at

Chhagainatya Hospital, says a -

press release.

She was buried in front of
her village home, (Bhuiyan
Vila)

The deceased leaves behind
her husband. sons, daughters
and a host of relations to
mourn her death. '

e

Journey—a shocking

experience

— Lutfor Rahman Belayet

SHARIATPUR, May 20: My
sister was the llfnl one to be
the passe of the launch
and | bOAIE:I it just before
her. | got on the launch just at
8 am. the time of its depar-
ture. But my sister could not
yet reach. We had to walk
about one kilometre to get on
the launch from the trawler
Fhat“um:by. It was like a
ast walking competition as ev-
eryone tried to beat others to
the launch and get a better
room there. There was not
enough time and | told my
sister to walk faster. Exhausted
of tiredness my sister only
said, "you go. | shall not go”. |
did not have anything to tell
her. We started walking at 3.45
a.m. and had to continue till
5.30 a.m and it was very diffi-
cult to avail the trawler that
left exactly at 5.30. The ex-
haustion so long and
so fast and such an hour is be-
yond description. The trawler
could not reach the launch
ghat for there is a shoal on the
way. So gers are to walk
for ano
was find it difficult to keep
moving on. A rest was to me
dearer than anything. So what
could | say to my younger sis-
ter? Sometimes | fell back to
her pace but seeing the hands

of the watch close to crossing

the deadline, | walked faster
telling her to follow me as
quick as possible. | had to
leave her to avail and to re-
quest the launchmen to wait a
bit for my sister. They did so
in the face of strong objection
from the ghat authority. | was
able to some room for
her in the ladies cabin but |
had to keep mysell standing
the whole way to Sadarghat.
Dhaka — a journey of 8 hours
by launch.

This is no made up story —
a tissue of imagination. It is the
description of my return jour-
ney from my village home in
Shariatpur to Dhaka. Shariat-
pur is a district — only 40
miles away to the south of

| Dhaka city but believe it or not

it takes the whole day to come
to Dhaka from there. The only
mode of our communication
with Dhaka is by launch. The
once famous Arial Khan river
has dried up and during sum-
mer even a country boat can-
not negotiate it. Launches from
Dhaka can reach only up to the
WAPDA Ghat— about 12 kilo-
metre cast of Shariatpur town.
The bus stand at Bashtola is
about one kilometre away from
WAPDA launch ghat and you
undergo the agony of paying
Taka 15 to hire a rickshaw for
this short stretch. You have no
scope of bargaining. The rick-
shawpullers are united. If you
decide to walk you will miss
the bus for Shariatpur. So you
have no choice but to waste
Taka 15.

There were only two
wreckages called buses for
some hand to find resem-
blance and about three hun-
dred people tried to rush
them. Both the buses were
sardin-packed and screwing
into one of them with my sis-
ter in tow was a little hard on
us both. The roads were study
in undulation and the bus
swayed so heavily that it
scemed to be a launch tossing
about in the rough sea patch to
Kauya Kumarika.

We reached Shariatpur
town by that rodeo-horse bus
and went home four miles
away from the fown by
rickshaw and partly ; walk-
ing. The clock struck six when
we saw our mother's long
awaiti ance. We had
started Dhaka at 5 a.m.

kilometre. | myself

That was the su we
had experienced while going
home. So we decided to go to
the WAPDA launch ghat
through another way — by
trawler. It made us unde
the sufferings | have al
described at the beginning,

The Shariatpur people have
to expertence the above and
more if t embark on the
adventure of visiting the capi-
tal of the country just two
score mills away.

The old greater Dhaka dis-
trict and Shariatpur have
common borders. This
notwithstanding, we are to
spend the whole day on our
journey. the time it takes to

travel to far off Dinajpur from
Dhaka, a distance of some 254
miles. And thousands commute
to Dhaka for attending office
datly from as far as
Mymensingh — a distance of
75 miles.

If the government wants to
do anything in the Shariatpur
region there should first be
ways to reach it in the human
shape and soon. It is not nec-
essary lto construct a pucea
road all the way. Government
can casily do the great task by
constructing only 31 kilometre
long road from Shariatpur
town to Keorakandi station of
Dhaka-Mawa Road. The roads
and Highway authorities esti-
mated Taka 533.79 lakh as ex-
penditure and they toock this
project long ago. Following the
press conference of Shariatpur
District Development
Association on September 26,
1989 the Communication
Ministry issued a letter (RTD-
2/Road-2/85 (Part-4)-38) to
the Chief Engineer of the
Roads and Highways
De nt requesting him to
finalise the said project and
thereby send a report to the
Ministry. The Chief Engineer
in a letter (709-D/7/90/698)
informed the Secretary of the
Communications Ministry of
the requirement of above
mentioned amount to com-
plete the project. But they
cannot implement the project
for want of funds. They have
requested NICAR times and

again but funds are not still be-
ing available.

There is no (influential
leader in Sharifatpur who can
exert the right political pres-
sure for {mplementing this
small project to save about 15
lakh people from in human
suffering. The affluent persons
of Shariatpur cannot establish
any industry there for want of a
good communication system.

Government officials posted
in Sharfatpur do not want to
stay there for want ol good
communication and other
facilities. And on top of this all
there is currently a plan to in-
clude the Shariatpur region in
the proposed Barisal division.
That will be the end of
Shariatpur — a back-
yard of Barisal with Dhaka less
than two hours away. Different
bodies of Shariatpur including
three local parliament mem-
bers have already lodged
strong protest against this
proposed plan.

The necessity of good
communication system (s
nothing new to be elaborated.
Shartatpur District Develop-
ment Association. Sharfatpur
District Students Welfare
Association has time and again
tried to draw the attention of
the government to this acute
problem and requested the
construction of the Shartatpur-
Keorakandi road. A democratic

vernment can hardly turn a

f ear to all this.

Kiln labourers not
getting fair wages

From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, May 20: Nearly
10,000 labourers engaged in
different kilns of five districts
in &n?ur Zone are being de-
prived o

fair wages.
The districts fnclude
Kurigram, Rangpur,

Nilphamari, Gaitbandha and
Lalmonirhat where the kiln
owners are paying the labour-
ers at their own sweet will re-
gardless of the volume of work.

On the otherhand, a con-
siderable number of kiln own-
ers are depriving the Customs
Department showing a dupli-
cate figure of production.

It iIs gathered that burning
of bricks has become a lucra-
tive business during the last
few years and the number of
kilns in the area is on the in-
crease

But the rate of wages of the
labourers has not yet in-
creased. Of late, labourers are
getting Taka 70 to Taka 90 for
making and backing of 1,000
pleces of bricks as against
Taka 65 to Taka 80, two years

agn.

While the price of essential
commoditfes have shot up ab-
normally, the wages of kiln
labourers have not been re-
fixed in keeping with the price
trend. Some labourers in-
formed this Correspondent
that each of them work for 15
to 16 hours a day.

This poor ameunt is paid in
installments. Hence, they had
to return home almost
handed when they leave the
kilns at the end of the season.

At present, per 1000 class
one brick is being sold at Taka
1400 to Taka 1600 as
the estimated cost of Taka 900
to Taka 1000 per 1000 pieces

of k.
men contacted, some

owners ol the kilns told this
correspondent that as there
was no fixed rate of wages for
the kiln labourers, they were
making payment as per the ar-
rangements.

It 18 learnt that there are as
many as 150 chiming kilns.
Moreover, there exists innu-
merable small kilns in the ru-
ral areas.



