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A Day in Fantasy Land

by Shankar Bihari Nath
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Thursday is a special day for hundreds of
homcless children of Dhaka cily. On this day the
Shishu Park is open only for destitute chiidren
who roam around aimlessly in the streets of the
-metropolitan. Every event and ride is [ree of
charge for them. These hungry, hapless children
come lo the park as if to feed their hearts. For a
few moments at leasl, they forget their sorrows
and helplessness and create a dream world of
their own.

To share their moments of joy, this writer of
"The Daily Star”, one day, appearcd among
them. It was a sultry evening thal Thursday.
Poorly-dressed boys and girls were playing their
games with unbounded plcasure. Among them.
was also a group of children who had been taken
under the care of a non-government organisa-
tion (NGO}, and werg better dressed. They were
the luckicr ones and wenl on each and every
ride with the help of an instructor. A lonely boy
riding the mini train said, "I have no friends, |
come her¢ every Thursday. It gives me relicf
from my usual chore of collecting rubbish and
selling the paper. Some days | earn good moncy
and then | buy ice-cream.” Hasna, a girl who had
come with- an NGO seemed to have mixed lecl-
ings about these Thursday visits. “It's a happy
day”, she said, "every weck, yet when shadowy
figures of my parents come to my mind all my
pleasure is lost.” Hasna's friend Igbal expressed
in a carefree attitude, "Every week | wail for this
day. | enjoy it very much. We live like riends in
our camp and there is no*scarcily ol food.’

A woman guide of RHT, a Swiss-backed NGO,
leading a group of teenagers said, “This is my job
and | feel very lucky at having a chance 1o

these unecared children, Salina, one of the chil-
dren under her responsibility, reciprocated the
samce warmlh.” When asked whether she would
be happier with her parents, she answered
plainly, "No 1 am morc happy with my Apamoni.
My parents do not take care of me but my Apa is
very kind to me.” .

" . Another boy Yusul, about 12-ycar old, said
that he and three of his [ricnds made a living by
sclling polylhene bags. “"When we earn cnough
we come here.” he said before running away to
join his ricnds.

The lady who moniters the park activitics
said that (his special programme of letting
homeless children eome 1o, the park cvery
Thursday, started during 1980s. She sadd that
shc fel happy Lo sec the children getting such
an opportunity.

An cldegly member of the stall, however, ex-
pressed hfs dissatisfaction al the disturbances
created by a ot of the children who come from
ncarby ‘bastis’. According to him, il all these
children could be brought under an institution.
they eould grow up in a healthy cnvironment. If
only they could get the education they descrved,
what a different life they could look forward to.
Sadly, however, where hunger is a constant
threat, healthy housing a mirage and ‘education
for all ‘a mere political jargon. Such hoble ideas
may amount lo no more than wishful thinking.

Dut as twilight descended., it was hard to ig-
nore the hundreds of little faces glowing with
pleasurc as they went on the various rides.
Tomorrow would be another day of harsh reality
but there was always next Thursday to look for-
help ward (o !

Indian HC
meets Huda

The Indian High Commi-
ssioner in Bangladesh, K Ragh-
unath, ycsterday called on

Information Minister Nazmul
Huda at his office, reports BSS.

(IV)] Thursday

Sales Notice

At Katasur under Mohammadpur Po-
lice Station 4.63 acre of low land and
1.05 acre of land at Tejkunipara attached

to Industrial Area of Tejgaon Police Sta- 5.00 Opening announcemen|
; . . Al-Qur:
tion will be sold on urgent basis. Saase STy
; 5.10 News in Bengahl
Iﬂtﬁftﬂtﬂd buyelrs arc quCSIEd to 5.20 Rt-ri'lnllmn lrom Lhe
Contract the under signed, the representa- son
. . n
tive of the owner Ofthc lﬂnd 6.00 Cartoon film: The New
Three Siocoges
Md. Abdul Mobin 6.30 Jibancr Al
Advocate 7.05 School debaic
124/1 New Kakrail Road, :ﬁ :‘;‘“”' n :,"'*'r']‘ﬂ"“ .
: : rama ol the weve
Shﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ;ﬂf“ﬁl ﬂﬂﬂl‘}, 10.00 News in Enghlish
M : Chaml'l:r > 41%46 10,30 Drama scries: Twin
- Peaks
Res : 86184] 11.30 Hl':iburf'l'hr NCws
11.40 Fridaws programni
SUHTIN Gy
Closing

Tender Notice

No. P&D/L. P-1 (247)/91-92/D-2525(2)

Sealed tenders arc hereby invited from the bonafide suppliers for supply of
Laser Printer and Hard Disk at an estimated cost of Tk. 96.000)/-.

Intending tenderers shall have 1o obtain permission for purchasing tender
papers cic. on application to the undersigned. Application must accompany G.I.R.
certificate, Trade Licence and certificate of experience about works/supplies elc.
from reputed organisations. Tender papers and other terms & conditions will be
available from the office of the undersigned on payment of Tk. 100/- (non-
refundable) to the Sonali Bank, BUET Branch., Dhaka Each tender must
accompany a Bank Draft or Pay Order from Nationalised Bank amounting to 5%
of the quoted amount as Eamest Money deposited in favour of the Comptroller of
. no tender will be considered. Tenders must be put
into the Tender Box kept for this purpose in this office up to 2-30P.M. of 1.6.92
and will be opened on the same day at 2-45 P.M. before the tenderers present.

. The University authority mu:}'fvts the right to accept or reject any or all the
nders or one or more items of any tender without assigni

T y | assigning any reason

No tender papers will be sold on the opening day of the tender.

Deputy Director
Planning & Development

Dated : 2(/5/9?2
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Tk 14 cr for
BMDA projects

RAJSHAH), May 20 : The
overnment has sanctioncd
aka fourteen crore for im-
plementing various decvelop-
ment projects of Barind
Multipurpose Development
Authority (BMDA) during the
current fiscal year, reports
BSS.
The executive director of
BMDA Asaduzzaman said that
300 tubewells will be installed
in Barind zone by June for ex-
tending irrigation [facility,
2,148 deep tubewells are
functioning iIn Rajshahi,
Chapainawabganj and Naogoan
and 90,000 acres have becn
brought under Boro cultivation

during current season, he said |

adding that about 1,62,000
tons of paddy are expected to
be produced. Harvesting of
paddy has already started in
the zone.

Besides 42,000 acres have
been brought under trans-
planted aus cultivation in
Barind zone for the first time.

Random deforestation and
adversg eflect of Farakka have
created problem in the area.
[o overcome the situation, the
BMDA will plant ten lakh
saplings by June in the region
in addition to thirtyeight lakh
already planted in phascs pre-
viously, he said.

JCD panel for JUCSU polls

Liton, Mithu
nominated

Election to the Jahangir-
nagar University Central Siu-
dents Union (JUCSU) only less
than a fortnight away, thc
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
student wing of BNP, [inalised
its nominations yesterday, re-
ports UND.

The JCD nominated Masud
Hasan Talukdar Liton and
Shamsul Tabriz Mithu to con-
test the election scheduled for
June 3 as Vice President and
General Secretary respectively.

Although the clection cam-
paign has begun, no other stu-
dent organisations have an-
nounced their nominations yet.

Different student organisa-
tions are busy [inalising their
respective panel.

Campus sources said parleys
were continuing to form a joint
panel to face JCD in the elec-
tion., But, they added, some of
the student bodies aligned
with the left-leaning parties
arc reportedly reluctant 1o
form any alliance with the
Awami League-backed Chhatra

e

hinder

RAJSHAHI, May 20: Thc
threc-day long sixth confer-
ence of the Bangladesh
National Geographical Associa-
tion began at Rajshahi Univer-
sily campus on Tuesday,
reports 3SS.

Vice-chancellor, Rajshahi
Universily, Profvssor Aman-
ullah- Ahmed opened the con-
lerence. It is being attended by
about on¢ hundred gra-
phers, hydrologists, geologists
and environmentalists inclu-
ding onc from the USA and
iwelve from India.

The inaugural function was
addressed among others by
Prof Serajul Arcfin and Prof
Mirza Molizuddin, President
and General Sccretary respec-
lively of Bangladesh National
Geographical Association, Prof
Golam Rahman, Vice Chan-
ccllor, Khulna, University, I'rof

development efforts'

Shubhash Ranjan: Basu of
Caleutta University, Prol N K
Dey of Burdwan Unijversity and
Profl Zalar Reza Khan,
Secretary, organising commit-
tee of the conlerence,

Prol Amanullah Ahmed in
his speech said that "envi-
ronmental hazards and popu-
lation boom" were the main
problems hindering our
development clforts.

He said “drought, flood, cy-
clone and other natural calami-
tiecs were causing human sufl-
ferings. e appealed to the
participants to properly evalu-
ate the causes of environmen-
tal degradation. "We must learn
technology from developed
countrics to [ace the problem.

Prof Serajul Arefin said thal
without industrial deveclop
ment and boosting foed pro-
duction, socio-cconomic con-
dition of the country would not

Govt will foil consph;cy at |

any cost : B Chowdhury

Dceputy Leader of Jatiya
Sangsad Professor AQM llad-
ruddoza Chowdhury has said
the conscious people had voled
BNP to power for it's na-
lionalist and pro-people poli-
tics and it (BNP] would: rule
the country for the full term of
five years, reports BSS.

The deputy leader was ad-
dressing a big public mecting
at Gomastapur Soleman Mia
College ground under the Cha-
painawabganj district Tuesday.

The meeting was addres-
scd, among others, by State
Minister for Law and Justice
Barrister Aminul Haque, Leocal
MPs Syed Manzur Hossain and
Lutfunnesa Hossain.

Professor Chowdhury said
that when the government was
implementing development
programmes some vested
quarters werc indulging in
conspiracy to hinder the de-
vclopment process by clamour-
ing on non-issue to serve their
interest.

The peace loving people of
the country knew the conspir-
ators for their performance in
the past, he said adding the
government along with people
unitedly would foil their ill mo-
Live at any cost.

Referring to Golam Azam is-
suc, the Deputy Leadcer of the
llouse said the trial of Golam
Azam would be held as per ex-
Isting law. There was no ques-
tion of favouritism by the gov-

- premises,

ernment in his regard, he
added. .

Prof Chowdhury urged the
opposition partics to play a
construclive role to help im-
plement the government's de
velopment programme,

Listing the on-going dovel-
opment programmes ol the
government, the deputy lcader
called upon the people to par-
ticipate in the programme
spontancously for building the
country sell- reliant.

Organised by Gomastapur
Thana BNP the mecting was
addressed, among others, by
BNP lcaders Sultanul Islam
Moni, Salahuddin Moni, Salah-
uddin Baby and Ilarun-Al-
Rashid.

Earlicr, Prol Chowdhury
addressed a public mecting al
Rohanpur Yousuf Ali Collcge

Art exhibition

By Staff Correspondent

The Turkish Embassy in
Dhaka is sponsoring an art ¢x-
hibition to be held on Saturday
at Housec 13, Road 96, Gulshan
from 10 am to 5 pm.

The exhibition will put on
paintings by Profcssor Massuda
M R Chowdhury, Gudrun Cede
rblad, Mary Coldren, Shamsucl
Doha, Jamal Ahmed. Moham
med Mohsin, Shukumar.
Cemal Sangu and Jahangir
Hossain,

—

occasion of its founding anniversary.
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Seminar on public expenditure

BCS Audit and Accounts Assoclation will hold a seminar on

"Parllamentary control of

public expenditure’

loday

(Thursday] at 10 am at the auditorfum of Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corporation.
President Abdur Rahman Biswas will attend the seminar as

the chicl guest. :

.Khelafat Majlish meet

The second general meeting of the central Majlish-¢-Sura

Weat h- er
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of Hangladesh Khelafat Majlish will be held at 10 am.

By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusly
or squally wind is ltkely at a few places over Chittagong and

Khulna divisions and at one or two
NDhaka divisions durtrv the next 36

Wednesday .

thn:l over Rajshahi and
urs commencing 6 pm

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged dur-
ing the period, Meteorological office forecast.
Only 2 mm of rain recorded each In Patuakhali and

Khepupara.

The sun sets in Dhaka tudni (Thursday) at 6-37 pm and
y)

riscs at 5-13 am tomorrow (

Temperature and humidity
and towns on Wednesday were:

recorded at important cities

Cities/Towns Temperature in degree Humidity in
Celsius prreentag:
Miax Min ? am 6 pm
Dhade 35.0 22.5 54 74
Chn 34.0 24.0 65 77
Rajshahi 34.4 21.2 73 1)
Khulna 25.4 21.9 71 73
[ ivrisal 33.6 238 73 74
Cox's [azar 33.0 24.0 71 TN
:.’lyﬂ'ltl 33.5 23 .8 72 60
Jinajpur 33.4 22.2 71 60
Chusdangs 37.5 21.6 [ 5
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Samoy Sangskritik Gosthi, staged a play at the Shaheed Minar premises Wednesday on the

— Star photo

be improved.

lle however expressed his
concern over  the "environ-
menial problems and said that

'world environment condition

had y reached a 'danger
point' through pollution. "Il {
developing countries . lollow
the path of industrialisation
like Europe and population
boom continue unabated,
“disaster is imminent.”

Prof Arefin stressed the
need for proper formulation of
national environment policy
suiting the need for the hour
o overcome the present envi-
ronmental problerns.

He said that a world confer-
ence on environment will be
held in Brazil next June with a
view to adopting a charter.

- About fifty papers will be
rcad in the conference high-
lighting environmental prob-
lems in the sub-continent.

Dr Lutful Hug
dead

Former Chairman of the

Department of Islamic Studics, |

Dhaka University, Dr Sycd
Lutful Huq, who was also the
Principal of Dhaka Alia Mad-
rasha died at PG Hospital here
yesterday aflernoon. He was
72, reporis UNB.

Namaz-c-Janaza of the de-
ceased was held al the Dhaka
University Mosque after Mag-
rib prayers.
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New radio
transmitter
to be opened
today

. A new 100-megawall me-
dium wave (ransmitter ol
Dhaka .centre of Radio Bang-
ladesh will go on-air from
today, reforts BSS.

The new transmitter re-
places the old transmitter of
the same capacity installed in
1963.

According (o Radlo/ﬂnng-
ladesh sources, Lthe new trams-
mitter will cover at optimum
level nearly a radius of 225

kilometers.

all their relatives
and friends.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

MRS. MARGARET MENDES AND FAMILY
DESIRE TO EXPRESS THEIR GRATEFUL
THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
ONE WITH THEM IN THEIR BEREAVEMENT.

MRS. MENDES AND THE FAMILY HOPE
THAT THIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT WILL BE
ACCEPTED AS AN EXPRESSION OF DEEP
APPRECIATION FOR THE SYMPATHY AND
PRAYERS OFFERED FOR THE SALVATION
OF THE SOUL OF LATE MR. J. L. MENDES.

EVERGREEN

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES / SHIPPERS

FEEDER VESSEL M.V. CGM BRETAGNE VOY 9203
TO ARRIVE CHITTAGONG OUTER ANCHORAGE ON O

CONTAINERS RELAYED

VESSEL

£. GAINING
OU42URW-0273

PORT
PUSAN

VESSEL

E. GUEST
O42SRW-031

IMP. ROT NO. 376/92 IS EXPECTED
; R ABOUT 22.05.92 WITH EVERGREEN
AT SINGAPORE EX FOLLOWING VESSELS :-

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO CLEAR THEIR CARGOES IMMEDIATELY ON DISCHARGE.
CARGOES UNCLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE ARRIVAL DATE OF THE VESSEL WILL
8F DISPOSED WITHOUT ANY REFERENCE TO THE CONSIGNEES, AS PER CUSTOM RULES.

M. V. CGM BRETAGNE VOY 9204 WILL ALSO LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO.
375/92 FOR SINGAPORE ‘'FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO U.S.A. WEST'& EAST
COASTS, EUROPEAN, U.K. & MEDITERRANEAN PORTS.
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