LONDON, May 19:
Pakistan's World
Cup-winning te-
am of all the
talents can rein-
force their one-
day superiority over Graham
Gooch's England cricketers
this wecek In a fascinating
prelude to the season's main
act, reports Reuter,

The cast for two limited
overs internationals at Lord's
on Wednesday and the oval on
Friday, is almost unchanged
from the showpiece World Cup
final in Melbourne eight weeks
ago when Pakistan beat
England by 22 runs.

Pakistan’'s charismatic cap-
tain on that emotion-charged
occasfon, Imran Khan, is miss-
ing after a shoulder injury
ruled him out of the four-
month England tour but the
nucleus of his tfumphant team
are here, in form and in the
mood to torment Gooch's side
again.

Javed Miandad Ileads
Pakistan this time, ensuring no
loss ol experience at the helm,
but offering a wily and combat-
fve contrast to the inspira-
tional Imran whose tactical
awarcness and stabilising in-
fluence have secured some of
his country’'s most significant
achievements.

Pakistan's wealth of batting
has been enriched by the con-
sistently fine form of Salim
Malik, who endured a
wretched run of low scores
during the World Cup Iin
Australia and New Zealand.

Malik has thrived on his re-
turn to English conditions —
he scored almost 2,000 first-
class runs for Esscx last season
— and Gooch's team may feel
the weight of his bat even

GRAHAM GOOCH

more than those of the World
Cup heroes.
Rameez Raja and Aamir
Sohail can give a perfectly-
ced start to the innings, al-
wing the fluent strokeplay of
Miandad, Malik and the excit-

ing Inzamamul Haq, making
his first tour of England, to
take full toll.

Even without their main
strike bowler, Waqgar Younts,
who Is nursing a stress frac-
ture of the back, Pakistan have
an incisive new- ball pairing in
Wasim Akram and Aaqib Javed,
with Mushtaq Ahmed's leg-
spin an equally potent weapon
against opponents who showed
their vulnerabfility in the World

Cup.

Graeme Hick was loremost
among them, the Zimbabwe-
born batsman now f[acing a trial
by wrist spin while still seck-
ing to establish his England
place after an unconvincing
first 12 months at Test level.

Hick is among the 13-
strong squad's seven specialist
batsmen, one of whom {s sure
to be omitted to allow the four
pace-bowling all- roundcrs —
Chris Lewis, lan Botham,
Phillip DeFritas and Derck
Pringle — to form the basis of
the attack with left arm spin-
ner Richard Illingworth.

Mark Ramprakash, rccalled
alter being omitted from the
World Cup, may be the un-

hucky batsman, for the opcning
55 overs game at least,

He would add vitality to the
fielding that was missing in
the World Cup final, but
England are more likely to
keep faith for the time being
with the five batsmen who
played in Melbourne and add
Robin Smith, whom they left
out on that occasion.

The one- day Internationals
this week are the first of five,
the rest to be played in August
alter the five-Test scrics which

Notts go to top
of county table

LONDON, May 19
Nottinghamshire jumped to
the top of the English county
championship aflter scrambling
their way to a three-wicket
win over Northamptonshire on
Monday, reports Reuter.

Their first championshi
victory at the county ground,
Northampton, since 1966 had
looked a formality when they
resumed at 146 for two need-
ing a further 91 runs.

But Northamptonshire
pacemen Paul Taylor and
Curtly Ambrose left them
reeling at 219 for seven, with
18 runs still required and bro-
ken finger victim Paul Pollard
one of the two men left to
come in.

The experience of Eddic
HHemmings and Bruce French
eventually settled the issuec,
Notts scraping home on 237
for seven after a hectic 80
minutcs play.

Paul Johnson, 77 overnight,
recached 95 before edging a
pull off Taylor to wicketkeeper
David Ripley. He batted 156
minutes and hit 14 fours.

Taylor finished with four for
76

Asafuddowla

honoured

Sports Reporter
Asafuddowla. president of
the Bangladesh Swimming
Federation was awarded a gold
medal by the Asian Swimming
Federation on April 24 as a
mark of recognition for his
outstanding contribution in the

field of the natant sport.
The medal will be officially
prescnted to him some time

forms the centrepiece of the | during the next Asian Games

SCASON.

| in Hiroshima. Japan in 1994

Challenging task ahead of Miandad's men

A M Chowdhury

Pakistan, the wo-
rild champions,
arc now in Eng-
land on a nearly
four months’ tour
during which th-
cy will play five Texaco Trophy
one-day matches and five
Tests. Soon after their tri-
umphant return from Down
Under, the world champions
are out to defend their po-
sition in one-day cricket and
the task assumes added signi-
ficance since their opponents
will be the same team whom
they beal so convincingly at
the MCG not too long ago.

This year the Test and
County Board of England has
scheduled five onc-daycrs, In-
stead of the usual three, and
that, too, nol in one go. Two
malches will be played on the
20th and 22nd May at the
lord's and the Oval respec
tively. Then the tourists shall
have to put themseclves into a
different modulation and play
the five Tests, the first of
which starts at Edgbaston on
June 4. Alter finishing the Test
scries on August 11 at the
Oval, they will be back to one-
day ‘mood’ and play the re
mainder three of the Texaco
Trophy maitches on the 20th,
22nd and 24th August at Teent
Bridge. Lord's and Ol Trafford
respeclively. | wonder f this
sort ol arrangement is at all
suftable for the tourists; the
swilching over te different
rmh is may not be an casy
task and may pose problems
for a few. g

The Pakistan team without
thetr charismatic leader Imran
Khan, who optled out of the
lour because of a shoulder in-
Jury, appears o be a happy
blend of youth and experience
and very rich in talents. Javed
Miandad, the new skipper, has
& most challenging series
ahead of him: the icam's spirit
and confidence being at their

-Jl'l.md Miandad, the second
highest run-getter in one
cricket (his aggregate stands

L 6455 at an average of 43.9]

with 7 centuries and 45

fiftics), and Salim Malik are
going to provide the backbone
of Pakistan’'s batting strength.
The good form of Aamir Sohail,
who has already scored two
centuries, and Rameez Raja,
with one century to his credit,

adll

is a pleasant thought for
Miandad. Inzamamul Haq, the
batting sensation of the World

Cup. appears to have found his
rhythm with a spectacular
knock against Sussex. He pos-
scan Lhe quality which s bound
to flourtsh; may be he will
need a Hitle time to sectile
down to the English condi-
Uons. Inzamam, yet to play a
Test match, has an aggregate
of 551 in 15 matches at an av-
crage of 390.356 with 2 cen-
turies and two fifties.

Asil Mujtaba, sidelined for

long, has already shown his po-
'lt‘ﬂﬁlll As a };r:r::miﬂng ﬁ?

rounder, and if he recovers
from his injury. he will be an
assct. Shoatbh Mohammad, not
really suitable for the one-day
me, may find a place for
imsell in the first cleven in
casc Asil Mujtaba does not re-
cover, or even il he does, he
may come in as an extra bats-
man. With Wasim Akram and
Moin Khan to follow, the
Pakistan batting has a solidity
which the English attack
find difficuit to break th
even under home conditions.
It is now almost certain that
Pakistan will be missing the
services of Wagar Younus, who
took 103 wickets in his first
appearance in the English
county cricket last summer,
for the opening one-dayers. It
is expected, as the latest re-
port says, that he will be fit to
play the third Test match stat-
ing on July 2. But one should
remember, Pakistan did win
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the World Cup without his ser-
In the abscnee of Waqar
Younus the brunt of the bowl-
ing shall have to be borne by
Wasim Akram, who had a big
hand in Pakistan's World Cup
victory, and Aquib Javed

Miandad must be feeling happy
that both are amongst the
wickets in the preliminary
maiches. Who will be the third
pace bowler ? Any one of the
three — Salim Jafar, Naveed
Anjum or Tanveer Mehd! —
would fill in the gap, but would
obviously be a poor replace-
ment lor the ace W, On the
Lord’s and Oval wickets and,

for that matter, at Old
Trafford, Pakistan's trump
card will be Mushtaq Ahmed

and if the sun shines and dry
conditions prevail allowing Mt-
tle bounce and pace he could
be Pakistan's match winner. It
will also depend how judi-
clously he is used by his skip-
per. Imran Khan did an ad-
mirable job in using him in the
World Cup matches in which
he took 18 wickets in 9

al an average of 19.43, an ex-
cellent performance for a leg-
spinner.

England 1s going to rely
mainly on the World Cup squad
with the omission of Dermot
Reeve, who is being replaced
by Mark Ramprakash, who has
been in very good form in re-
cent matches and his inclusion
will probably bring in perfect
technique in the batting line-

In h conditions, lan
Pringle

P
in only one Texaco match and
réturned a match- fig-

Tasmania

act as their intermediary in
talks with the 34-year-old
Middlesex captain.

The move for Gatting fol-
lows s announced re-
trement of former Test fast
bowler Dave Gilbert from first-
class cricket because of con-

back trouble.

Gilbert has endorsed
Tasmanian's interest in
Gatting, telling the newspape
"Mike would have a lot 1© o
Tasmanta *

Last year we really missed
out by not having a senior

n in our side after Dirk
Wellham went to Queenaland -

Tasmanian's leading bats
man. David Boon. ts often AWy
on Test duty with Australia.

l'l:mﬂ'hrntndhrlphycrufl

Gatting's experience.

urc ol 4 for 45. Chris Lewis (4
for 103 in 2 matches), Richard
[llingworth (3 for 115 in 3),
Phillip DeFrectas (3 for 98 in
3) and Derek Pringle (2 for
150 in 3) — all contributed to
the 3-0 victory against the
Caribbecans, who did have the

scrvices l"l}_ilng' R‘lc!u{ld
Anmnug the Englis ‘Eal!-

men, Gracme lHick (av. 64.50
in 3 matches), Neil Firbrother
lav. 61.00 in 3) and Allan Lamb
lav. 40.00 in 2) did well to

make a cleansweep ol the
three-match series. But the

hero of last season was Mike
Atherton, who 84.00,
and ft s unfortunate for
that he is still out of

action due to injury. Robin
Smith, who missed the one-
dayers last summer, will be an
able replacement. The Eng-
lishmen, on their own sofl, are
always a tough proposition for
any touring side, and the pre-
sent world rulers are not going
to find it easy either. On their
v A .5
But considering all odds, |
would put my money on the
World Champions in this year's
five-match Texaco Trophy se-
ries. With high morale and
confidence to back them up,
with talent and potential to
serve them and the experience
and ability to improvise of a
few of the veterans, there s no
reason why they should not
win the trophy. Of course,
they will be without the com-
manding leadership of Imran
Khan, and one hopes that does
not create any disarray in the
team. Quite a good deal will
depend on Javed Miandad's
handling of the team, specially
his young talents — Inzamamul
Haq, Mushtaq Ahmed, Asif
Mujtaba and Aquib Javed whe
need to be nursed and boosted
so that they perform to their
potential and promise. This is
a job in which lmran Khan had
his own style and how he ex-

celled |
Pakistan's performance so

far on the tour has been quite
good. Tho they lost their
opening three-day match
against Worcestershire, they
won their next two against
Glamorgan and Somerset. be-
sides winning the initial two

onc-day matches.
Thus it will be quite legity-

mate to think that Pakistan's
supremacy in one-day cricket
is not going to be shattered so
soon after attaining it They
should be able to run on the
momentum gained as a result
of their success in the World
Cup for quite some time

WTA's top money
winners

ST PETERSBURGC, Florida,
May 19: Leading moncy win-
ners this year on the women s
tennis circuit, according (o

res issued on Monday b
:llf: Women's T::m};
Association, reports Reuter.
I. Monica Sel -
. n es [(Yugo-
slavia) E?:I.I‘M
2. Gabricla Sabatin| (Argen-

tina) 664,953
3. Arantxa Sanchez Vicarto

(Spain) 501,888
4. StefM Graf

{Germany) 378,180
5. Mary Joe Fernandez

(Us) 278,548
8. Conchita Martines

(Spain) 181,033
7. Martina Navratflova

(US) 174,878

Sport
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3
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Williams-Renault driver Nigel Mansell of Great Britain holds the trophies after winning the San Marino Grand Prix in
Italy on May 17. Mansell led the race from start to finish to become the first formula one driver to win the opening five

races of the season.

— AFP phote

‘Violence in rugby on the rise

BRISBANE, May
19 As satellite
televisfon brings
rugby lcague wor-
ldwide populari-
ty. some in this
rugby stronghold
are worried on-the-licld
violence could cause scrious
injuries, reports Al

Two players were earried
from the ficld unconscious
during the first Ncw South
Wales-Queensland State-of-
Origin match In Sydncy earlier
this month. Three others sul-
fered minor concussions.

"Somconec will get killed if
this docs not stop,” said New
South Wales hooker Benny
Elias, who leflt the ficld after
the first State-of-Origin match
with his [ace covered in blood.

"War was always a cliche
used to describe these gamces
— but now your body is really
on the line.”

Some [ecar players could
scck retribution in the second
match of the serics, scheduled
for Drisbance on Wednesday
night.

In successive wceekends,

traditional

* players in the Winfield Cup

club competition have suffered
scrious Injuries after begin
tackled around the head.

Balmain center lan McCan
needed more than 70 stitches
alter recetving facial injuries in
a tackle, while Eastern
Suburbs fullback Rod Silva sul-
fered a fractured jaw.

‘It's like American football
without the pads,” said Elias.
"Players launch themselves
like they do in gridiron, but
you don't get a rest the way
they [American footballers) do.

“The game is played at such
incredible speed and the play-
ers are so big. It's a dangerous
mix,” he said.

The feroeity of the State-of-
Origin games has been fuclled
by decades of media hype. The
games are always scllouts, with
crowds attracted by the gladia-
torial aspects of the contests —
but media commentators say
the violence has gone too far.

Televised games attract the
highest television ratings of
any program in Australia’'s
eastern states and New
Zealand. The game also is tra

_———— -

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ditionally popular in DBritain,
France and Papua New Guinea,

Satellite television, particu-
larly in Europe, has seen the
sport’'s proflile increase in
countries where it is not even
played.

The professional rugby code
has launched ncw competition
in Russia, South Alrica and Fiff
over the past year.

Some officials, like
Queensland coach Graham
Lowe, have playcd down the
violence in the [first
Quecnsland-Ncw South Wales
gamc.

“All this talk about brutality

is wrong,” Lowe said. “The
playcrs don't go out with any
intention of brutalizing the op-
position.”

But with men weighing up
to 260 pounds (118 kilograms)
running full pace at other men
of similar size without wearing
padding, injuries will always
occur.

“These guys are crazy,” said
Buflalo Bills quarterback Jim
Kely alter watching a game in
Sydncy last year.

Tackles around the head,
and "spear tackles,” in which
playcrs attempt to drive an
opponent iInto the ground
head-first, are the most dan-
gerous clements of rugby
league, particularly as players
become stronger and fitter.

Queensland scrum hall Allan
Langer, one of the smallest
players in rugby lcague, says
tackles targeting the heads of
rival players are clearly dan-

gerous.
"If someone launches a

wcll-timed head shot there is
little a player can do to protect
himsell,” Langer said.

‘It §s up to the referees and
the judictary to stamp it out”

Four players in the past
wecek have been suspended for
four weeks for tackles that
were ruled dangerous, but
Qucensland rugby league doc-
tor Keith Woodhead believes a

rule change is the only answer
to prevent injurics.

“The rules should be
changed so you may not even
touch the head of an opposing
player.” Woodhead said.

He said repcated bouts of
concussion could cause players
to become "punch drunk”.

Vince Brice, chairman of
the committee that penalizes
players found guilty of foul
play, said he was determined
to stamp out flicgal violence.

“These tackles are high and
dangerous and have no place in
the game,” he said.

Leading coach Warren Ryan
has called for the sport to be
reduced to 11 players per
team, allowing more room
ball movemdent and reducing

——
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gang tackling.

Another coach, Tim
Sheens, has said the scason
should be reduced because
players are physically unable to
cope with up to 30 games per
SCASOTN.

The soul-searching will
continue untfl a solution is

found.

Stadium safety
rules ignored
in France

PARIS, May 19: Siadium
disastcrs like that in Corsica
which killed 14 people and In-
jured more than 500 could
happen all over France’ a
former Sports Minister said on
Tuesday, ris AFP

On the day that the French
government outlined a new law

to improve spectator salety,
Roger Bambuck said the nec-

essary legislation already ex-
ists. "It just is not applied,” he
told the sports daily L'Equipe’
in an interview.

"Go to stadiums which draw
the public. Sometimes they
have to pray to God that there
is not a fire,” added Bambuck,
who was Sports Minister in
the socialist government upto
1991.

He said “frightening” safety
standards were found not ap-
plied by an inquiry he had
ordered.

The new Sports Minister
Frederique Bredin called for a
ban on alcohol sales and on
drunken people entering sta-
diums. She has to quickly
draw up legislation following
nationwide outrage over the
Furiani disaster two weecks ago.

A tempora stand col-
lapsed minutes the start
of the Bastia-Olympique
Marseille French Cup semifi-
nal. A report sald the construc-
tion was badly constructed and
sceveral football federation and
local government officials have

been charged with

manslaughter or negligence.
“Sport is meant to be a fes-

tival,” she told the National

Assembly. "But in Corsica it be-
came a drama. A serics of un-
precedented mistakes has Ieft
the country In mourning.”

e —————
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CRYPTOQUIP
C SIZP XA VZ XEZ VAIlI
AU XEZ XCF-YAFXMCFZG

UMY XAGL,

Y M P FZP,

VSX C

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: V equals B

The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X

equals O, it

will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
words and words using an l[ulstr(}ph:gh't you clues to

locating vowels. Solution is by trial a

error.



