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Cool Courier too good for Costa

ROME, May 18 :
Jim Courier
underlined his
status as world
number one by
hammering rising

star Carlos Costa 7-

/3), 6-0, 6-4 to win the 1.4

illion dollar Italian Open

on Sunday, reports AFP.

After two-and-a hall hou
on court, Courier, the man

‘call the Dade City Dude,

as cool and relaxed as

he had at the star — and will

be a tough character to beat as

he defends his French Open ti-
tle in a week's time.

It was the first time the two
men had met, and Costa was
clearly overawed by the occa-
sion in the b!iutc:lnncf heat of
the Foro Italico, only put
up anything of a fight in the
opening set.

He looked a shadow of the
men who did his tation a

r of with back-to-

k wins in Barcelona and
Estoril ecarlier this season, and
Courfer commented :"l was in
- better shape than. he was, and

| guess that was important. He
looked real tired in the second

set but | was feeling real good.

“I'm really pleased because
I've played some good maltches
this week, but the big test for
Costa will be living up to his
results. He's a lot faster than
the other Spanish players,
he's very [ast and very aggres-
sive”,
Costa admitted :" Jost my
rhythm physically and psycho-
logically after the first set. |
was very tired indeed, while
he just concentrated on the
points and didn't let up. | hope

BDR judo

MYMENSINGH, May 18:
The inter-sector judo competi-
tion of Bangladesh Rifles, or-
ganised by Mymensingh sec-
tor, bcgan here today.

Twenty one judokas from
cach of all the nine sectors of
BDR are taking part in the
weck-long competition inaugu-
rated by Mymensingh Sector
Commander Col M Nazimul

Huq,

it's only because I've played so
many matches in the last two
months and not because we
were playing best-of-[ive scts.
Another AP message adds :
may not have Steflan
Edbcrg:c gracelul wvolley or
Boris ker's blistering serve.
But Jim Courier is No. | in
the world and he proved it

again Sunday by winning the
Italian Open.

He now goes to Paris as the
clear favourite to defend his
French Open title in the Grand
Slam event that starts May 25,

"The real test is to defend
what you did the year before.
No one knows that better than
I, the American satd after

turning back, Spain's Carlos
Cosla, this year's clay court

He

sensation, at Rome's Foro
[talico.

More impressive than the
straight-set drubbing was the
way the American won every
key point.

"Jim doesn’'t have ups and
downs and you have to be
constant playing him,” said
Costa. "He Is stronger physi-
cally and more regular than
the other players.”

Virtually unknown a
ago, Costa had established
strong clay court credentials
coming into Rome. He won
two tournaments and reached
the finals and semifinals in two
others and will move into the
top 10 when the new ATP
rankings are relcased Monday.

Courier, on the other hand,

Courier top seed in Paris

A PARIS, May 18:
Jim Courler,'the
newly crowned
Italian Open cha-
mpion, heads to
the French Open
as the top seed on the
strength of ATP Tour rankings
relcasced Monday, reports AP.
The dirs 7.4 million Grand
Slam tournament begins next

Monday, The French
Fedcration, in contrast to
Wimbledon, uses the ATP

rankings for its men's seedings
without any rcvisions.

Courier, who won here last
year on route to the No. 1
ranking, will be the top sced
the Stefan Edberg of Sweden
the second sced, Edberg made
the finals in 1989 but lost to
Michael Chang.

Former US Open champion
Pete Sampras is No. 3, fol-
lowed by Boris Becker, the
three-time Wimbledon cham-
plon who had to withdraw
from the [talian Open last
week with an injury.

Becker is not playing in
Dusseldorf at the World Team
Cup this week. He reportedly
first had thigh muscie prob-
lems in his loss to Michacl
Stich in the semifinal of the
German Open 10 days ago. He
hopes to be in shape to play in

Paris.

Stich, who beat Becker for
the Wimbledon title last year,
is No. 6, Chang, Frenchman
Guy Forget and Czechos-
lovakian Petr Korda complete
the top eight.

Croatian Goran Ivanisevic,
Spaniard Carlos Costa, Ilvan
Lendl and Andre Agassi follow
in positions 9-12. Dutchman
Richard Krajicek of the
Nectherlands, American Aaron
Krickstein, Russian Aleksandr
Volkov and American Brad
Gilbert are the final four sceds.

Lendl is a thrce-time
champion making his first ap-
pcarance at Roland Garros
since 1989. he had an injured
hand last year and chose to by-
pass the event In 1990 to con-
centrate on Wimbledon.

Agassi is a two-time [inalist
on the red-clay courts of
Roland Garros but had 1o
scramble to become secded
after dropping to 17th in the
rankings a few wecks ago.

Americans John McEnroe
and Jimmy Connors, who have
created excitement at the
French Open over the years,
are ranked 36th and 38th re-
spectively and run the risk of
mecting top seeds in the early
rounds.

———

Powell feels he can improve|

MODESTO, Cali-
fornia, May 18:
Long jump world
record -holder Mi-
ke Powell says he
still has room for
improvement, reports AFP.

I am [aster, stronger more
confident this year. | don't
know how far | can jump”,
Powell said shortly afier leap-
ing 8.90 meters, the third
longest jump In history, at the
Modesto invitational track
meet Saturday.

Powell's wind-alded jump
was the third-longest in his-
tory, and matched Bob
Beamon's jump iIn the 1968
Olympics In Mexico City,

Marathon results

CLEVELAND, Ohio, May 18:
Willlam Koech led a Kenyan
one-two in the 15th annual
Celeveland 10 kilometer road
race here Sunday, while Driss
Dacho of Moroceo won the
C”I;vﬂlnd marathon, reports
Koech completed the 10k
in 28 minutes 13 second, with
compatriot Paul Kipoech sec-
ond in 20:08. German Jens
Karras was third in 29:11.

Scotland's Liz McColgan
won the women's 10k in

31:58,

——r

m international

' title contender

again ook a further knock on

Sunday when he missed the
100 meters quall

time at the Sac Paulo nth?:rnl‘

Grand Prix, reports Reuter

The Canadian sprinter
banned from all competition
for two years when he tested
positive for a banned anaboli
steroid  aflter winning the
1988 Scoul Olympic 100 me
ters final, finished fifth in
10.44 scconds The qualifying
time ts 10.30

Former world record
holder Johnson was clearly
nervous at the start and false
siarted.

At the sccond attempt, he
£0! away quickly but fell away
in the second half of the race
finishing Aifth behind Brazilian

Mexico qualify

SAO PAULO, May
18: Den Joehn
son's bid (o
become a serious

MEXICO CITY May IR
Mexico beat Honduras 5-1
(halltime 1-1) in a Concacaf

zone Olympic soccer qualifying

match on Sunday, reports

Reuter
Scorers: Mexico -
Francisco Rotllan (3&th

minute, S52nd, 75th). Luis
Fermando Soto (B85th), Pedro

Pineda (88th) Honduras-Cesar
Ovando (25th).

Siates as Concacal Qualifiers
for Oltympic soccer tournament
in Barcelona

which stood as a record for 23
years before Powell and Carl
Lewis both beat it at the World
Championships in Tokyo last
August, Powell with his record

MIKE POWELL

jump of 8.05.
Powell said the f[all of

Beamon's record marked a
new era In the long jump.

“Breaking the record, |
thin, broke down those barri-
ers that men can't fjump be-
yond 30 feet (9m).” Powell
said. "We're at a new level in
the long jump. I'm lookin
forward o going 30 feet
beyond.”

Powcll said he was working
make the technique he used In

n takes another beating

Fernand [3otassn

The race was won by world
bronze medallist Dennis
Mitchecll of the United States
in 10.15 seconds. Mitchell was
virtually ignored while
Johnson was surrounded by an
army of reporters, photogra-
phers and cameramen.

Despite his poor perfor-

manee Johnson said he was

*1', }:r' o
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BEN JOHNSON
satisfied with his performance

I was best run this
year. | will trying and

there are two months to go.-
he satd

Johnson was not selected
for the Canadian 100 meters

=l jump

T >

Tokyo automatic. He said he
has watched the tape hun-
dreds of times.

Once the technique is sec-
ond nature, he said, “it' is not
longer going take a phenome-
to jump 30 fect. It's
going to take a good jump. A
z’l:cmnll jump would be 31

t (9.5m)"

Powell, whose winning
ump Saturday night came on

is third try, then fouled in his
final three attempts. He said
the wind interferéd with his
takeoll

I messed up my approach,”
he said. "But this is the first
meet I've been this to

jump at. mentally and physi-
cally, since Tokyo, so I'm
happy with the outcome.”

Powell said he feit his right
hamstring tighten up during
the meet, thanks 0 a strain he
suffered in a fMendly basketball
game. However, he said the
strain would not affect his

tratning schedule.
T find. I'll be ready for
practice on Tuesday,” he said.

He said he would enter the
May 30 Bruce Jenner Classie
in San Jose, Caltfornia as part
of his preparation for the US
Olympic trials next month and
the Games in Barcelona.

"Winning a gold medal is my
goal, first foremost,” he
said

team for last year's World

Championships and ran in the
4 X100 relay team only.

AOUITA WINS 1500

Moroccan Olympic Id
medallists Brahim Eou pth
and Said Aouita both won
races.

Boutayeh spent most of the
5.000 meters in second place
belore
Jonas Koech with Just under a
lmp o go to record a comfort-
able win. "] used my head, not
my physical strength,” he said.

Aouita passed Brazillian
Edgar de Oliveira on the final
straight of the | 500 meters.

It was a difficult race for
him and he had 10 make a big
effort,” Oltvetra said. "I expect
he thought he would come to
Brazil and win casily -

World champion Samuecl
Matete of Zambia cut it fine in
the 400 metres hurdies, win-
ning by just 0.06 seconds from
American McClionton Neal.
Olympic champion Andree
Phillips of the US could fintsh

Olympic champion Petra
Felke-Mgier of Germany won
the women's javelin but her
best throw of 67.50 metres
was way short of her world
record of 80 metres

Brazil's Jose Luiz Barbosa
delighted the home crowd
with a thrilling win over Rocky
Clark of the United States in
the BO0 metres.

Clark led off the final curve
but Barbosa. urged on 15,000
frenzied fans, forced his way
pasi and raced on to victory.

overtaking Kenyas |

&

was making his first appear-
ance on clay this year.

His game is buiit olg ham-
mer-lfke ground strokes and a
powerful serve even Il he is not
counted among the biggest
servers in the game.

He is also persistent, never
gvhgcup on a point and keep-
ing pressure on.

“The bottom line is I'm feel-
ing physically fit," Courier said
after the Costa match. "Tm go-
ing to be right there on every
point.”

Looking ahead to Paris,
Courfer listed Edberg and
Becker, as well as Costa, as the
players most likely to give him
trouble.

“You usually sce the same
guys when you get to the busi-
ness end of the tournament,”
he said.

Two other Americans who
rcached the Rome quarterfi-
nals could also figure in Paris.

Pcte Sampras, the 1990 US
Open champion, looked cer-
tain to reach the Italan semi-
finals but folded in a match
against Pctr Korda. Michael
Chang, the 1989 French Open
winner, [altered against Carl
Uwe Steeb.

In what was the strongest
Italian Open in recent mem-
ory., organizers announced
record attendance of 2,34,840
for the two-week men's and
women's tournament, with
gate receipts of 3.4 billion lre,
ncarly dirs 3 million.

Tickets swindle

Mecanwhile, the Italian
Tennis Federation said on
Sunday it had begun legal ac-
tion to recover money owed
for tickets to the Italian Open,
adds Reuter.

The top-selling daily La
Repubblica reported earlier
that a director of a Rome-
based ticket agency had disap-
pecared along with 1.5 billion
lire{( dollar 1.3 million) from
advance ticket sales.

It said the director had set
up a bank account in his own
name to store the takings be-
fore he went missing.

The two-week tennis tour-
nament ended on Sunday.

Nat'l handball
from May 25

Sports Reporter

The eighth national Eastcrn
Insurance handball champi-
onship will begin from May 25
at the Outer Stadtum handball
court.

So far seven teams have
confirmed their participation
in the competition. They are
deflending champions
Bangladesh Rifles, Ba esh
Police, Bangladesh Ansars,
Bangladesh Air Force and
Faridpur, Natore and Pabna
DSAs.

However, the Bangladesh
Handball Federation, the or-

nisers of the meet, expect

sal DSA and some other

teams in the champlonship.

Div II cricket
qualifiers from

tomorrow
Sports Reporter

The qualifying competition
for the Second Division cricket
league will begin In the city
tomorrow, Wednesday

Foreign Minister A S M
Mustalizur Rahman will inau-

rate the meet at the Dhaka

tum as chicfl guest

Bangladesh Cricket Control
Doard (BCCH) will arrange a
grand rally of the participating
leama on the occasion

There will be just a solitary
match on the inaugural day in

which Krira Chakra-
B will face Raagdhono
Sporting Club at 9:30 am.

rt in an climination league

by another knock-out

round Iinvolving Lhe eight
group champions.

Only the champions and
runners-up will fy for the
Second Division cricket league
next season

Three city wvenues
Dhanmond| Cricket Stadfum
Mirpur Pallabl ground and the
Mohakhali T&T ground — and
the Narayangan| Stadtum will
be used for the smooth run
ning of the first ound which is
scheduled to finish by June 6

Last year forty teams look
part in the qualifying meet
with Evergreen and Weslern
Club carning promotion Lo Lhe
Second Division.

Khwaja chess
Sports Reporter

The traditional Khwaja ac-
tive chess competition will

begin from May 22 at Naray-
anganj, says a press rcicase
Organised by the Naraya-
nganj District Chess Players
Association, 185 players will
take part in the urnament.
They are Abdullah Al-
Morsalin, Zakia Sultana, Subr-
ata Chandra Shaha, Hassan
Kabir Molla Babu, Syed Monirul
Huq, Md Ratsuddin, Md Abdul
Khaleg, Antsuzzaman Mallick,
Khondaker Mushtaq Ahmed,
Azharul lslam, Md Peer

Hossain, Munir Chowdhury, L

Farhad Hassan Jewel Munis
Hosaaln and Mamunur [ashid

Sport

US tennis

Open final

and

the zany footrace featuring

everything

from

iwo-time

Kenyan winner Thomas Osano

to a sprinting weddin

party

heading for nuptials after the

race, rcports AP.

Amid the raucous runners,
bride Rebacca Lack made her
way along the course in a gown
so long that it took two run-
ning [lower girls to carry the

train

ﬁl.'ld then there was

the

man in an ostrich costume,
and a group of runners dressed
as a tropical bar, complete

with cocktails and

palm trees.

Osano, 22, won Sunday's

rmace for the second
but failed to beat the

year,

straight

course record he set last year

at 33:54.5.

All three top men’s finish-
ers were from Kenya.

Osano, 22, pulrt-d ahecad ol
Yobes Ondicki in the Anal 100
yards (mctres) of the 7.5-mile

i12 km) course
33 58,1
ond in 33:58

to win in

Ondicki, 31, was sec-

Willlam Mutwal was third in

34: 16

Lisa Ondicki, who is mar-
red to Yobes Ondieki, won the

was Lthe

women's diviston in 38:52. It
sccond Bay

lo

Breakers victo
year-old Aust

1988.

Delcliah Asiago of
second in 39:10. Uta Pippig of

for the- 32-
fan, who was
the top women's finisher in

Germany was third in 39:44.

Osano, who trailed Yobes
much as 50
metres for much of the race.
said his only trouble spot was
the down slope of the Hayes

Ondicki

Strect Hill.
Lisa

by as

Ondiecki's
marked the first time a woman

has becaten the men's cen-

tipede — several male runners

linked together like the
crecpy-crawly insect.
The first-place Reecbok

Aggies centipede’'s time was
The Boho centipede
was sccond in the insect divi-

J9:12.

ston wilh a time of 40:23.

“l won this in 1988 but |
was beaten by a centipede,”
Lisa Ondicki said. “It's nice to
win a BMW, but when you
beaten by a centipede, it kind *

of takes the joy out of it.”

First -place winners of the
81st annual Bay to Breakers
take home new BMW automo-

biles.

The world-class athletes led
a colorful monster pack of
and walkers that
As usual,

runners

stretched miles.
many ‘pranced along in out-
— and sometimes

landish

complicated — costumes.

One man wore a portable
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arc

player Jim Courier returns the ball to Carlos Costa of Spain during the Italian

in Rome on May 17. Courier won 7-6, 6-0, 6-4. — AFP photo |

It takes all kinds to make
the Bay-to-Breakers a race

SAN FRANCISCO,

May 18: Runncrs
«| both [leect
foolish joined in
the fun of the
DBay to breakers,

toilet costume, advising others
to "get in line." Several con-
testants disguised themselves
as a regulation-sized US Postal
truck. A chiropractic organiza-
tion ran as a human vertebrae.

1 saw one guy running as a
cow, and he was actually milk-
ing himself while he was run-
ning,” said Melissa Blair, a
spectator. '

The race, sponsored by the
San Francisco Examiner news-
paper, began in the city's fi-
nancial district near the bay,
procceded up Hayes Street
I1ll and through Golden Gate
Park to the finish line at Ocean
Beach.

In the women's centipede
division, the Recbok Aggies
were first in B1:55. The
Tamalpias Crystal Geysers
were second in 57:56.

About 63000 people regis-
tered to run in this s race,
a big drop from the 78,769
who registered for the largest
Bay to Breakers, in 1986,

However, thousands of unreg-
istered runners and walkers
joined the mob, bringing the
estimated number of partici-
pants to nearly
100,000. Thousands more
cheered them on.

Soul k‘fnd Ray Charles
headlined the Bay to Breakers
Footstock Festival that capped
off the race at Golden Gate
Park's Polo Ficlds.

when she

4rea team

Graf closer to
her peak form

BERLIN, May 18: Stefli Graf
showed she is back to some-
thing like her best on red clay
recovered [rom
dropping the first set against
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicario to win the German

Open final 4-8, 7-5, 6-2, re-

ports AFP.

it took Grafl a minute short
of two hours to lift her sixth
German Open title and she did
80 in style, shugging it out and
never giving any quarter once
she had got into her stride.

But there was a moment's
uncertainty in the second set
when Sanchez-Vicario stood 8-
4 up and serving for the
match, only for Graf to reel off
the next three games and the
sct with some conflident
groundstrokes.

In the end, her strength
and superior fitness told over
the three sets as her opponent
finished the match struggling
to keep pace and looking
physically drained.

It was a useful workout for
Gral on the strength-sapping
clay court, with the French
Open in Paris only a week away
for she s determined o wrest
back the crown from her arch«
rival Monica Seles wf..

Yugoslavia.
English clubs
benefit from
TV deal

LONDON, May 18:
Television networks have
guaranteed to pay cach of the

top 22 English soccer clubs a
minimum of dirs 2.7 million
(1.5 million pounds) a season,
reports AP.

The 22 Premier |league
clubs

accepled Monda lr)ﬁ'ﬁ
broadcasting rights o rom
the government-owned British
Broadcasting Corporation and
American Rupert Murdoch's
British Sky Broadcasting satel-
lite channel. Murdoch owns
the US Fox network.

The five-year dirs 547 mil-
lfon (304 million pounds) deal
includes live appearance and
performance bonuses to clubs
in addition, to the guaranteed
dirs 2.7 million revenue.

Club representatives re-
jected a late bid from com-
mercial network ITV of dirs
360 milfon (200 millien
pounds) over four years.

The deal gives the BBC and
BSkyB exclusive rights to live
soccer broadcasts in England.
The Premier league replaces
the football league’'s former
First Diviston.

Army soccer

COMILLA, M |18: Savar,
Chittagong, Comilla area teams
and Dhaka team quali-
fied for semifinals of the Army
football championship at the
Comilla Cantonment today, an
ISPR press release said.

Group-1 Champions
Chittagong Area team will now
meet Group -2 runners -up,
Savar Area team while Group-
2 champions Dhaka S ~
team will face Group-1 run-
ners-up, the hosts Comilla are
team in the semifinal matches
tomorrow,

Meanwhile, the Chitt
Area team beat the Dhaka
Engineers team by 3-0
while the Comilla Area team
decieated the Dhaka Infantry
team by 4-2 goals at the last
leg of their robin league
matches today.

Earlier, in (wo other
matches held yesterday, the
Bogra Area team beat the Savar
by a solitary goal
while the ur Area teagm
beat the Dhaka Engincers teatn
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CRYPTOQUIP

ECHWOAWADO ACP HCNF
LCUFH, NTCKWYNA NQFX
TNMCKH LQYMUCE EXPA.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: A equals N

TheC P Is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it

will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
words and words using an apost h:f\!youdunu
locating vowels. Solution Is ﬁ tm and error.



