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Bangladesh has one |
heroin addicts

lakh
Bangladesh has one lakh

heroin addicts, mainly cen-
tered in Dhaka and Chittagong
districts, World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) represen-
tative in Bangladesh A N A
Abeye Sundere said in Dhaka
Sunday, reports BSS.

Quoting report of a United
Nations (UN) international re-
view team which visited
Bangladesh during August-
September last year, he said,
the country was serving as a

drug transit point, both at
Dhaka Al and Chittagong
Sca Port, but the major prob-

lem was the occurrence ol
transshipment of drugs on the
high scas, outside Chittagong
and other ports of South-East
Asta

Sundere was speaking at
the inaugural session ol a
week-long international train-
ing course for primary health
care and ntion of proles-
stonals in the ficeld ol drug
abuse in Bangladesh and Nepal

He said adulterated, crude
and relatively cheap heroin
was coming Into Bangladcesh
originating from across the
western border of  Afgha
nistan, Pakistan and Indian
regions. However, refined and
costly product was coming
form across the eastern border
through Myanmar and the
other countries of the golden
triangle, he said.

The WHO representlalive
said the review team had de-
veloped a master plan for drug

abuse control in Bangladesh
which would require US dollar
1,790,000. The plan includes
programmes on enforcement
of law, treatment and rchabili
tatton and preventive educa

tion and information.

Quoting from another sur-
vey funded by WHO, Sundere
said students with extra in-
come and hchn.ll-r: to aMuent
families had abused drug morc.
Students actively involved in
politics were more signifi-

cantly involved in drug abusc,
he

The survey was conducted
by a team ol experts led by
Professor of hiatric Dr A K
M Narimuddowla Chowdhury
on about 5,000 students of
Dhaka University, Enginecring
University, Medical Colleges
and 1] and 12 classes ol sec-
ondary schools.

The survey revealed that
drug abuse was significantly
higher among the males, but
less among the regular and
keen students. The high per
centage of drug abusc was
found more in the 20-29 years

age croup than in the 1519
us.

The drugs used by the stu-
dents were tobacco [most fre-
quent), followed by alcohol.
cannabis, amphetamine,
LSD/PCP, snull tranquilizers
and hypnotics. Narcotics like
opium, heroin and morphinc
usage was less, the survey re-
port said.

Saifur : Tax base
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the changed international sce-
nario after the dissolution of
former Soviet Unton and unili-
cation ol Germany, so we have
to liberalize our trade rcgime
and raise elliciency and pro-
ductivity In the interest of
market economy.

Stressing the need for a de-
velopment budget of aboul
Taka 8,800 crore in the [iscal
1993, the Finance Minister
said we were implementing a
taka 7,150-crore development
budget in the current fiscal
with a 24 per cent domestic
resource contribution.

We have to raise both the
size of the development outlay
and domestic resource contri-
bution in the next fiscal for a
healthy growth of cconomy, he
said.

The Finance Minister said
our Asian ncighbours are also
lcaving us behind in the eco-
nomic development race and
so we have no time 10 waste,

Pointing out that salary in-
crease alone was entailing an
additional fiscal burden of
about Taka 1200 crore, the
Finance Minister said at least
Taka 2200 crore would have to
be raised in the forthcoming
iscal by expanding tax base,
plugging loopholes and in-
creasing tax-revenue collection
elliciency

He regretted that only two
out of a total of 100 big com-
panies had paid taxes. Most ol
the 200 big businessmen do
not pay taxes, he said adding
pcople living in Dhanmondi,
Motijheel, Islampur, Gulshan
and Baridhara in Dhaka and
Khatunganj in Chittagong
evade taxes most. How will you
collect tax if this situation pre-
vafls, he asked.

He sought cooperation of
the MPs {n raising the tax-rev-
enue collection to raise the
tax-GDP ratio for the economic
emancipation. Stressing the
nced for agricultural develop-
ment in the country, he said
the government would like to
give more agricultural loans to
the cultivators. He sought sug-
gestions from the MPs to help
evolve a mechanism for ad-
vancing agri-loans to the [arm-
ers exclustvely through the
Krishi Bank. The commercial
banks will also operate among
the farmers but the Krishi
Bank should exclusively work
for the agriculturists of the
country to boost agricultural
production, he said.

He told the MPs that the
World Bank and the Aslan
Development Bank had sto-
pped releasing funds for
agriculture because the gov-
ernment had written ofl Taka
2600 crore agricultural loans.
"But | am In ur of this step
and | am also in favour of agri-
cultural subsidy,” he said.

Turning to the donor condi-
titonalities, the Finance
Minister said the country had
no other options but to be-

come self-relfant {f it wanted
to cscape the aid conditionali-
ties. The World Bank stopped
the energy sector credit on
the ground that we could not
reduce the system loss in the
power sector, he said adding
we have 1o reduce the system
loss In our own interest.

He also requested the MPs
to cooperate with the govern-
ment in resolving the surplus
labour problem for healthy
growth of the industries.

Stressing the need for an
export-led growth, he said we
would like to set up a garment
commission to review the
overall situation and contribu-
tion of this sector in our econ-
omy.
Spelling out the economic
policies of the present demo-
cratically clected government

of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, he said we have to
eradicate illiteracy from the

country. The education sector
will receive more allocation in
the budget and we want to de-
velop infrastructural lacilities
ol 9000 schools in three ycars
in phases, he said.

Nurul Islam Moni stresscd
the need for political stability
and firm commitment of the
government to attract foreign
investment and industrializa-
tion. lle suggested setling up
of Singapore-type marchantile
banks to increase investment
in the country.

Sakhawat Hossain Bakul
said Bangladesh needed an
agrarian revolution and export-
orfented industrialisation.

The MPs suggested the
minister to impose laxes on
rich agriculturists and take
steps for raise savings liberal-
izc Lrade regime and mobilize
domestic resources through
political consensus.

Planning Commission mem-
ber Dr. Sheikh Mogsud Ali,
Finance Secretary Nasim
Uddin Ahmed, Internal Re-
source Division Secretary Dr.
Moshiur Rahman, Economic
Relations Division Secretary
Enam Ahmed Chowdhury,
Planning Secretary Dr Harun-
ur-Rashid, and Bangladesh
Bank Economic Adviscer Nurul
Islim Chowdhury assisted the

minister.
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mity.
Officials from both coun-
tries will meet again on May
25 at Myanmar's Buthodaung

when the Bangladesh side is
expected to submit the second

list of the returnees for
scrutiny.
Director Immigration of

Myanmar Aung Sein led the
15-member tecam of his coun-
try., while the 20-member
Bangladesh side was headed by
Cox's Bazar Deputy Commis-
sioner Daud-uz-Zaman Chow-
dhury.

OfMficials at Cox's Bazar said
that the reflugees’ prolest
against repatriation that had
started since the April 28
repatriation agreement has
subsided, though tension still
prevails in the camps.

A clash between angry
rcflugees and Ansars at
Balukhali camp-1 on Thursday
lcft one refugee killed and an-
other 20 injured. One camp of-
ficial and 10 Ansars were also
injured.

However, there has been no
fresh influx of refugees since
last Thursday. Only four
reflugees arrived on Sunday.
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Visiting Iranian Foreign Ministe
Khaleda Zia at her office yesterday.
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age, coordinate relicl work and
provide policy guidclines Jor
field work.

The chairman of thc body
will be the minister-in-charge,
Reliel and Rchabilitation
Division (RRD) and the mem-
bers will be the secretaries of
thirteen ministrics and divi-
stons.

The mintstrics and divi-
sions are: Health and Popu-
latton, Contrel, lHome Aflairs,
Defence, Reliel and Recha-
bilitation ([(RRD), Finance
Economic Relations, Agricu-

Iture Irrigation and Flood
Control Energy, Food, Fishe-

ries and Livestock, Local Gove-
mment and Rural Develop-
ment and Cooperatives,

The standing orders assign
scparate responsibilitics to the
ministriecs and divisions o
perform in the pre-disaster,
disaster and post-disaster
situations.

According to the standing
orders, the secretary of the re-
lfef and rehabilitation division
will act as the senfor exccutive
in-charge of all reliefl opera-
tions.

The division will be em-
powered to exercise complete
control over all civil oflicers
directly or indirectly involved
with relief operations. It will
make necessary orders and
will also be empowered to re-
lax departmental standing reg-
ulations.

The division's programmec
in case of cyclone will be im-
plemented in live phascs: pre-
cyclone, aleriness, warning,
cyclone and post-cyclone.

The RRD will also play a
prime role in the management
of flood emergencies. In a pre-
disaster situalion it will estab-
lish a control room including
radio communications with di-
visional, district and upazila
hcadquarters, organise a
meeling of the voluntary
organisations and other
agencics involved in mobilizing
and coordinating rcliel efforts

‘Natural disasters |

and mobilize avaflable relief
stock in the flood -pronc areas

During a disaster the RRD
will give instructions for evac-
uation orders to be made, as-
sist rescuc opcrations, allocate
resources and issue Instruc-
tions Lo field officers in related
to reliel tions.

Immediafly alter a disaster
the RRD will make a detatled
asscssment of the damages and
continue all reliefl and rehabili-
tation works.

The special functions of the
lrrigation, Water Development
and Flood Control Diviston in-
clude, strengthening the activ:
ities relating to the infrastruc-
ture such as constructing dams
and barrages, establishing cy-
clone Information centres and
mobilizing manpower and de-
partmental facilities to deal
with the disasters.

The Division will also estab-
lish a Nlood information centre
to run bctween May | and
Scptember 30 each year and
an information cell.

The standing orders also
include speciflic guidelines and
tasks for the other ministiries
and divistons included in the
central coordination commit-
tee in casce ol natural disasters.

Depression
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within 48 kilometres of the
depression centre is about 50
kilometre per hour (KPlI) ris-
ing to 60 kph in gust or

squalls.

13SS adds: A mecting of the
National Coordination Commi-
ttee for Cyclone Preparcdness
was hcld with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in the chalr
at her Sugandha oflice Sunday
night.

The meeting was held in
view of the decp depression
formed in the Bay of Bengal

and its tendency to intensify
further.
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relationship with [ricendly
countrics particularly the
Muslim states.

Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment had liberalised the
industrial policy to attract in-
vestmenl providing equal op-
portunities for foreign and lo-
cal investors.

She said joint collaborations
with private and public sectors
in lran would be welcomed iIn
Bangladesh. She sald there
were & large number of doc-
tors, enginccrs and other
technical personnel in Bang-
ladesh who could help lran in
its post-war reconstiruction
and development activitics,

m Khaleda Zia thanked
iran its help in the recon-
struction work of Bangladesh
after the last year's cyclone.
She also urged Iran for exert-
ing its influence on Myanmer
so that under the prescnt
Bangladesh-Myanmar agrce-
ment the Rohingya rclugees
could go back with honour and
dignity to their homeland.

Dr Velayati later yesterday
visited two camps in the Cox's
Bazar district where the
reflugees from Myanmar are
sheltered.

Dr Velayati, who arrived
NDhaka yesterday morning on a
two-day visit, flew to Ramu and
visited the Dohapalang camp
and later went to another adja-
cent camp Dechuapalong-Il.

He spoke to the inmalcs
through interpreters and told
them that the people of lran
were deeply concerned at the
influx of the Muslim brethren
from Myanmar.

Iranian ambassador in
Bangladesh Mohammad Gan-
jidoost, member of the par-
liament and member of the
governing board of the Red
Crescent M A Jinnah and di-
rector general in the Forcign
Ministry Afsarul Quadcr ac-
companicd Dr Velayatd.

Velayati, lcading a 10-mem-
ber delegation, will hold for-
mal talks with Foreign Minis-
tler A S M Mostaflizur Rahman

| today.
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Memhe ang‘ladeuh Senior Family Welfare Visitors' Association brought out a proces-
sion in the city yesterday to press for their five points demand.
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which had influenced the
court. He said because of this
reason, Lhe delense considers
#t as a case of mistrial and
therefore prayed for the ap-

Malek said although Munir
had been convicted in this
case, his name was not there
in the FIR (First Information
Report). This point should be
carefully econsidered, he
pleaded.

The defence lawyer said Din
Mohammad, a fricnd of Munir
who was mentioned as a prob-
able witness in the charge

77 witnesses. He further said,

was one of the 66 witncsscs
who appeared in the court but
was not cross-examined. He
read out of Selim's state-

| ment made before thg police

(161) and also the deposition
of Kohinoor Nizam (mother of

ceeded in creating an impact

sheet, was named as one of the

Sclim, another friend of Munir -

' the deceased) made before the

Rima murder

court.

Malck said although it was
stated that blood was spread
on Rima's body after the mur-
der, there was no chemical
examination of that blood. It
was not proved whether that
was human blood or any other
thing, he mentfoned. He drew
the attention of their lordship
to this "vital point”.

Attorney General Aminul
Haq was present from the
prosccution side, |

The hecaring will resume
this afllernoon.

Two railwaymen
suspended

The driver and the assistant
drivers of an inter-city train
have been placed under sus-

nsion on charge of pilicring
uel from a rail engine by slop-
ping the train at an unsched-
uled station, according to a
Ratlway Division press rclcase
issucd in Dhaka Sunday.

| BUET Syndicate

members
meet Khaleda

The Syndicate members of
Bangladesh University ol Engi-
neering and Technology
(BUET) called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her Sugandha Office Sunday
night, reports BSS,

The Syndicate members led
by the Vice Chancellor of
BUET Dr Mohammed Shah-
jahan included Dr Malizuddin
Ahmed, Dr S Z Haider, Dr M A
Mannan, Dr Md Waliuzzaman,
Dr Giasuddin Ahmed and Profl
Abu Hatder Imam Uddin.

The members congratulated
Begum Khaleda Zia for her int-
tiative for holding the convo-
cation of BUET which had re-
moved the long standing bot-
tlenecks.

The Prime Minister said it
was possible to hold the con-
vocation following the united
endeavour of the teachers,
students and employeces of
BUET.

Govt firm to
export food
In next five
years : PM

BEGUMGANJ (Noakhalf),
17: Prime Ministier Begum
Khaleda Zia today expressed
her government's determina-
tion to turn Bangladesh into a
food -exporting country In next
five years, re UNR.

“We will make Bangladesh a
lood -exporting country in next
[ive years by attaining sell-sul-
ficiency in food production,”
she told a huge public meeting
at Begumgan] Government
Pilot High School ground this
alternoon.

The government will re-
sume soon the North Irrigation

. Project, abandoned during the

Ershad regime, to help allain
food sufliciency, she said.

Organised by the upaxila
BNP, the meeting was
presided over by Barkatullah
Bulu, MP.

Energy and Mincral R«
sources Minister Dr Khondkcr
Mosharral Hossain, Sitalc
Minister for Textiles Maj (rid)
Abdul Mannan and MPs [alima
Khatun, Jainal Abedin, Sala-
huddin Kamran and Moha-
mmad Shahjahan also spoke.

Prime Minister also undcr-
scored the need for rural
clectrification for expansion of
industries and communi-
cation for marketing agricul-
tural products. About Tk 400
crore will be spent for devel
opment of road communica-
tions In the greater Noakhali
district, she told the crowd.

The uparila hospital will
also be upgraded with more 50
scals added to its | 50-seal ca-
pacity and Gouripur Girls
School here will be nation-
alised, the Prime Minister an-
nouncoed.

She also assured that the
problem of teacher shortage in
the Hrgumgnn] Governmwent
College would be solwed.

Storm
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Nur Mia (60), Nalar Sheikh
(60), Balu Pramanik (45),
Ruma (2), Farida Parvin (35),
l{abib Sheikh (45), Shaheb Al
(24). Abul Hashem (25) and
his wife and two other uniden-
tified people.

The onc-hour storm razed
more than 5,000 thatched
houses mowed down crops on
thousands of acres of land In
the district.

One hundred educational
institutions, including primary
and high schools were dam-
aged in the storm which cut
also off power supply in the
whole district.

According to an estimatc
the loss of property stands at
more than Taka five crore.

Stall Correspondent adds:
When contacted from Dhaka
Sunday night an official in the
district administration could
1ot give details of the dealhs
and extent of damage caused

| bv the nor'wester.

Hartal call
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with 'he death sentence.
\ vhicles belonging to news-

papcrs, hospitals and clinics, |

Fire Service, WASA and Elcc-
tric Supply authoritics and Lhe
hotels and restaurants have
been exempted from purview
of the hartal.

The Coordination Commi-
ttee demands include: with-
drawal of cases against 24
sponsors of Golam Azam's pub-
lic trial, ban on the Jamaat-c-
Islami and its allies and action
against Jamaat activists for
spreading ‘Moududf’-ism in the

country s mosques.

The Coordination Commi-
ttce in a post-hartal public
meeting at Bangabandhu Ave-
nue is likely to announcc a
countrywide hartal in mid-
June. The date will be [Inaliscd
later, committee sources said.

Mcantime, the Awami Lea-
gue, Five-Party Alliance, Gana-
tantrik Chhatra Ofkya and
various socio-cultural organisa-
tjons and professional bodics
have supported the hall-day
hartal and announced their ac-
tive participation in making it
a SUCCUSSs,

Mcanwhile, rallies and pro-
cessions were organised in dif-
ferent parts of the city yester-
day in support of today's hartal.
Besides, statements calling to
observe the hartal were issued.

Ganatantrik Chhatra Ofkya,
the combine of four student
organisations, Samajtantrik
Chhatra Front and Bangladesh
Chhatra Federation held sepa-
rate rallles in the Dhaka
University campus and brought
out processions in this con-
nection.

The eity unit of Awami
League held a rally in front of
the party central office yester-
day allernoon.

Party leaders while address-
ing the rally called on all con-
cerned to make the hartal a
lolal success.

Chhatra League (M-I),
Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal
(Khaleq), Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal (Rab), Ganatantrick Biplobi
Jote, Ganatantrik Chhatra
Kendra, Dangladesh Krishak
Sramik Mukti Andolon and
Ganochhaya, a cultural organi-
sation, issued statements call-
ing upon the city people to ob-
scrve the hartal.
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Masood, Hekmatyar fail

to resolve differences

NICOSIA, May 17 : Alghan Defence Minister Ahmad Shah
Masood met hardline guerilla chiel Gulbuddin Heckmatyar but
the two rivals failed to resolve their differences, Techran Radio
said today. The radio, quoting an Alghan Dcfence Ministry
source, said the two met outside the Alghan capital Kabul on

Satu . "During the meeting Hekmatyar
s, saying that General Abdul Rashid Dostum's

on his

once again insisted

forces should leave Kabu! Masood, however, opposed his de-
mands.” the radio said, rcports Reuter.

Israeli businessman
shot dead in Gaza

JERUSALEM, May 17 . Palestinian gunmen shot dead an

Isracli businessman In his car in the accu

Cara sirip to-

day, Isrnel Radio said. The man was shot in the head by
“terrorists” near Beit Lahya town in the north of the strip and
died instantly, it said. Palestinians sald troops sct up road-

blocks in the search for the atltackers

Gunmen last shot an

Isracl, a Jewish setiler, in Gaza in January, reports Reuter

Sarbaharamen
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delay in rchabilitation of the
surrcndered people belonging

lo diffcrent groups of Lhe party
could force them return to

their previous life,

The government in Decem-
ber 25, last year offered amne-
sty to the Sarbahara Partymen
which produced little res-
ponse. A lotal of 425 people
gave up arms In sc¢ lo
the amnesty offer while a small
amount of llegal weapons were
rccovered during the month-
long perfod from 13 southern
districts, fidentifled as Sar-
bahara dominated arca.

In an Interview with a
Bartsal dafly recently, Siddiqur
Rahman, leader of one [action
of the party, said those who
gnve up weapons responding o
the government's amnesty ol
fur could again take up arms
for their personal safety.

Hasina

Froa Gl M

Reticrating her demand for
exeeulion of the “people's
court” verdict and withdrawal
of the cases against 24 per-
sonalitics, including Jahanara
Imam, Hasina warned that
none would be spared if found
standing against the will of the

Hanple

pecople.

The Awami League Pre-
sident called upon all sections
of the people for facin

peacclully and politically al
conspiracies of the govern-

ment and its allics in the anti-
liberation camp.

Maudud allowed to
go abroad for

medical checkup

A division bench of the High
Court Sunday granted pcrmis-
sion to former Vice-President
Maudud Ahmed to go abroad
for three weeks for medical
checkup, reports UND.

The bench comprising
Justice Abdul Bari and
Justice Mahfuzur Rahman
granted the permission on an
application from Maudud.

Jute workers
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it to incrcase jute produciion
to 12 lakh tons from ninc lakh
tons while forcing reduction in
our production to three lakh
tons from five lakh tons.

He sald that over three
crore people of the country
were directly or indircctly in-
volved with jute scclor and
that Bangladcsh could mect 30
per cent of the 20-lakh-ton
annual demand of thc world
market {f the industrial envi-
ronment became congenial.

"The WB and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF)
arc the new forms of im-
perialism,” Bashar allcged and
sajd "WB or IMF prescriptions
will eripple our jute and textile
sectors.”

He also blamed smuggling
for harming our textile sector
saying that sarces and cotlon
worth Taka 300 crore re-
mained unsold in the godowns
of Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation (BTMC).

Identifying the action
council as a pro-liberation fo-
rum, Bashar said that the gov-
ernment created a chaotic sit-
uation in the country over
Colam Azam, a Pakistani na-

tional who violated the
Constilution.

Rehanuddin Rehan, Badrul
Alam, Siddique Sarder, Igbal
Majumder, S M Rumi, Lutfar
Rahman, Abdul Mannan, Ma-
tiur Rahman, Anwara DBegum,

GColam Kabir, Nurul Islam,
Kashim Uddin, Nasu Mian,
Jakat Hossain, J | Abedin,

Abdullah Sarker, Shahidullah
Chowdhury, K M Sirajul Hugq,
Shamsuddin, Khondoker Azi-
zur Rahman, Haflizur Rahman,
Moshiuddohlah, Shah Alam
and Sariatullah addressed the

Earlier, wearing red head-
bands the workers from
Adamjee, Mirpur and other In-
dustrial arcas arrived at the
meeting venue with bamboos.
sticks and banners.

They chanted slogans like
“tear tﬁ: WH's prescriptions,’
“stop the retrenchment move’
and “announce the wage com-

| mission immediately.”

Rahm.n alins Babu alias Riad
told the daily that the surren-
dercd partymen were fecling
threatened by those who ig-
nored the government ofler.

"We lald down arms in the
promise of normal Hves ... but
now our pcople are being
kifled by the rival groups, their
eyes being gauged out and no
measures have yet been taken
o ensure sccurity to the sur-
rendered aclivists,” said Si-
ddiqur Rahman who surren-
dered to the police during the
last days of the amnesty ofler.

Two activists of his group
was shot dead by the rival
Sarbahara Partymen in [lizla
upazila, the leader alleged say-
ing that this happened due to
lack of security arrangements.

The government amnesly
package offered peaceful life,
participation of the surrcn
dered people In the dewlop
ment programmes and other
promises

Another dally of Barisal, the
daily lelnhi Bangladesh, in its
cditortal on May |3 fssue said
that indiscriminate killings,
looting and other atrocities ol
the party had in effect chal-
lenged the law and order of
the whole southern region ol
the country, .

It said action against the
armed hoodlums belonging to
the party now depended on
the government's determina-
tion and political goodwill “if it
at all wanted peace for the

ople.”

The daily suggested that
without long-term progra-
mmes of police action against
the outlawed party, the am-
ncsty offer and other peace
initiative by the government
would produce little.

Such programmes would
also help bring back the lost
confidence of the people in
police and other law enforcing
agencies, the daily added.

PM: Education
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hostage in the hands of tcrror-
ism.’

The Prime Minister said
the present government had
identified expansion of pri-
mary ceducation and female ed-
ucation as the cornerstones in
its education policy.

She said her government
has introduced compulsory
primary education [rom last
January in 54 thanas at the
initial stage. All the areas of
the country would come under
the programmc in phascs by
1995, she added.

Begum Zia said 60 to 75 per
cent of the children had got
the opportunity to be enrolled
in the schools but two thirds of
these children dropped out of
the school before they were
promoted to class five which
was a greal problem.

Because of the problem, the
Prime Minister said the gov-
ernment had constituted the
implementation committees
with public rcpresentatives at
unifon, thana and zila levels and
government offictals to make
the compulsory primary educa-
tion programme a Success.

Stressing the need for more
educational institutions the
Prime Minister called for in-
dividual and institutional en-
treprencurship in the private
scctor to supplement the gov-
ernment initiative for estab-
lishing more educational insti-
lutions.

The Prime Minister said
along with primary and female
education her government was
giving emphasis on advanced
technical and vocational educa-
tion, because, she said, "we
need Lthe grooming up of merit
for the innovation ol appropri-
ate technology for the faster
development of the country.”

With this aim in view the
government has established an
open university and would
soon start national university
programme, she said adding
permission had been given to
establish university at the pri-
vale sector and the non-formal
education programme would
start from the current year.

The Prime Minister said
the nation had high hopes in
the teachers. She said the gov-
ernment was active to ensure
overall welfare of the teachers
so that they could devote
themselves more sincerely in
butlding the nation.



