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A-E;w Role fbr NAM

uestion m 8 up again: Is the Non-
%l ) still relevant? We have

Amluon in lnnr:rlng the question in the af-

firmative. What is important is to define its role

in a world and discuss a new nda lor
the movement on the basis of its new priorities.
On all these issues, President Suharto of

Indonesia put forward several sound ideas at the
Mtw-dny ministerial meeting of
'S ting Bureau on Thursday at his
country’s island resort of Bali. What the President
sald would — indeed, should — influence the
a for the summit of the movement, sched-
uled be held in Jakarta in September.
the meeting of heads of some 103 gov-
ernments, Indonesia will take over the chairman-
of NAM — the second Asian country, after
India, to do so since the movement was born
some four decades nﬁn — for a full term. This
cha responsibility will provide a welcome
Emt to Indonesia's growing importance in world
alrs.

During his address at the Bali meeting, the
Indonesian leader reiterated what appears to be
something of a consensus that NAM should now
pay increased attention to producing a socio-eco-
nomic agenda — not a paper resolution but one
that can be taken up and discussed with the in-
dustrialised West and Japan and implemented.
Fnr this nda, NAM will return to a number of

issues of the past, such as a meaning-

ful relief for debt-ridden develop lnﬁ countries,
the removal of protective quotas in the developed
countries hindering exports from NAM countries
and an Increase in the volume of Official
Development Assistance (ODA) of countries in the
industrialised West, many of which are yet to
reach the agreed proportion of a mere one per
cent of their Gross National Product (GNP). Now,
new issues will be added to the agenda. The ques-
tion of the industrialised countries, which are

largely responsible for creating the greenhouse
effect, contributing to a new fund for the protec-
tion of global environment may well tg&) the list.
Again, it should be the industrialised West to set
an example for diverting the saving from defence
cuts to development, a process in which NAM

countries— some of whom do spend excessive
funds on the purchase of arms— must indeed take

n.

The sad thing about NAM is that it could never
get the Western countries and Japan sit down
with the movement's leading members for a sub-
stantive discussion on any of these issues.
Indonesia may well be able to turn this fallure
into a thing of the past. Perhaps. President
Suharto shnuld Erumnle a political agenda for the
movement as a basis for its socio-economic pro-
gramme. During his address at Bali, he made a
case for strengthening the United Nations and for
making the world body "more democratic.”
Herein lles a subtle hint that in the unipolar
world in which the United States has become the
over-dominant power, a more independent
United Nations. more self-reliant than it ap-

red In recent past, could serve as a balancing
actor, one that could also exercise a restraining
influence on Washington.

While efforts are made to give the United
Nations a new role, Washington should look u
NAM as a itive force. There is little doubt that
many of the new emerging republics of the for-
mer Soviet Union will join the movement, to-
gether with countries in eastern Europe. Under

the leadership of Indonesia, NAM can indeed de-
velop a political clout which, in turm, can help
the mm'cment to press hard for a serious inter-
national dialogue on the socio-economic agenda
that, in the past, went by default. This reemer-
nce of NAM on the world stage, one that the
g:st and Japan must deal with, should be part of
the changing realities in the post-cold war world.

Revamping telecom

The World Telecommunication D being ob-
served throughout the world today. With only
0.18 numbers of telephone per 100 people,

Bangladesh, a member of the 168 member
International Telecommunication Union (ITU), is
not happily poised to make the most of the day.
Nevertheless, the country's commitment to thc
day ought not to suffer from any ambivalence.
A]thnugh somewhat stereotyped. the theme of
the day is focused with r:nuuép fervour but in
a limited circle. The fact that we have hall as
many and only one third as many telephone sets
per 100 people compared to India's and
Pakistan's respectively makes the count
telecommunication system a strong candidate nr
structural reorganisation.

How this will be done is a question that con-
cerns the government policy. But the need for
devolution of the super-structure — perhaps
through some privatisation in selected areas —
now proves quite overriding. Ineflicient manage-
ment, overbilling, cross connections etc have
now become a perennial problem in the system.
The cumulative impacts of them, year after year,
can wreak havoc with not just the flow of infor-

mation in the country but its econ as well
leading to its stunted development. ile the
world Is moving fast with an Increas flow of

information about every conceivable subject, we
in Bangladesh are yet to fully realise the potential
of telecommunications.

Despite Telecommunications Minister M
Keramat Alf's assertion that return on investment
in telecom is high, the service is nowhere near to

meet the need of the day. A modernised sys-
tem with flawless service is yet to be the order of
the day. This points to the need of a government

to be bold enough to wield the axe. Capital inten-
sive as the system is, the telephone in particular
has nowhere balked at the costs. Its service to
the community has ever remained unmatched in
the person-to-person exch c of information.

In an interview with Dhaka Courier, the
telecommunications minister has enyisioned a
bright future for the sector. In support of his vi-
sion, he has divulged quite a number of steps now
btlng contemplated for improving the telecom-
mumtatinn— in terms of both quantity and qual-

If some of the plans he referred to materi-
( , there is cvcry possibility of the system get-
ting a lift, But p experiences here have not
been very :ncuura nﬁ Mnst romises often
come to nough lalm e'plans are of-
ten frustrated uate &m&amtmn for the
real task of imp emcntauon is occasion, let
us be candid enough to observe the day through
committing ourselves to the plan we have worked
outL

The Daily Star 4

Tolerance and Constructlve Engagement Lead to Progress

URING Ramadan h;
year, | lo
h-m;nl al Kt;.rh
l..nmr ust be the |
for the end of the
l’nl | noticed a Chinese who
was not Muslim entering the
restaurant,. He was Imme-
diately scated and served with
the set Mar menu. Without
walting — unaware of the

Iftar,” All
of the non-Muslim Chinese
vanished immediately.

This remarkable tolerance
at the national level is what
has sustained the multi-racial
society of composed
of Malayas who arg all Muslims,
the ethnic Chinese who are
Buddhists and mostly Hindu
Indian Tamils. Not only their

religion and culture
are entirely different, their
physical features are also wide
apart so much so that identifi-
cation is possible without any
difficulty. Moreover, profes-
sionally also the diflerences

are utterly striking,

Such a divergent racial con-
tion was due lo the
colonial policy of divide

and rule. The rulers |
the Tamils to work in the rub-
ber and palm ofl plantations;
while the Chinese where
t in to work In the tin
mines. The indigenous Malayas
remained the [armers and
fishermen.

After the Britishers left, the
colony was not partitioned
along ractal or lines —
s unitke of what happened In
South Asia. There was toler-
ance on the part of the indige-
nous Malayas and there was no
hesitation on their part to
recognise the rights of the
Chinese and the Indians who is
their turm -:lopud the path of

cnnllructm ment by
recognizing ayas as
Bumiputra [mund: almost

Bengall) or 'son of the soll' in
order to give them economic
advantages so that they can
come oul of their relatively
more downtrodden and eco-
nomically depressed condi-
tions.

Mutual tolerance and con
structive engagement have
been for the last three decades
— since their independence —
the cornerstone ol Malaysian
policy of economic and social
development. And, look what
has happened as a result: the
economy enjoyed doubled digit
growth rates [or the last so
many years and no poised to
become a developed country by

termented pool of mutual ani-
mosities, hatred and retribu-
tion in the confllict-prone,
strife-ridden subcontinent.

Back to Square One
A (riend of mine, the type of
intellectual we have In plenty
in the subcontinent, once
me the most fatalistic (and

perhaps true, | do not know)

verse — f[rom the highest

mountain to the lowest delta

the greenest valleys. Golden
Age implied that among the

However, times have dramati-
e-lreh--nd the last

z
E-

tions seem to be utter lack of
mutual tolerance and ne con-
cept of comstructive engage-
ment. s it due to the faflure of

leadership or an inherent
characteristic of the
How re alone can make

the whole is utterly
ridiculous — 80
Time is out and

explanation of our perpetual
state of decay. It may be
termed as the "Back to Square
One” theory. It runs as lollows :
If we look at history, we find
that 25 centuries back
Buddhism the religion of tol-
erance and peace reigned
supreme when all mutual con-
flicts and animosities had van-
ished. The whole of south Asia
was a land of harmony.
Prosperity automatically fol-
lowed. But ##t was an aberration
from the historically deter-
mined path, so back to

one and the perpetual state of

All throughout recorded
history, there had been pert-
ods known as the golden ;r —

m.

from the Maurya period
cient times down to the later

half of British Raj. The chief

various in varti-
eties of thertwﬂt
harmony, tolerance and peace

so that constructive engage-

ments in terms of agricultural
production, textile waving etc.

On the one hand and trade on
the other were promoted.
Result: there was prosperity
and so the golden age. But the
above mentioned would

Coming to the more recent
times, the later hall of the
Brm-hp-u'hdmklhtmﬂ
oned as the golden :ﬁ
compared to rest of devel-
oping world, the subcontinent
was decidedly more advanced
in the context of that time.

pronounced

. Hindus and Huih- of
the subcontinent. Yet the
slaughter of a pig so lavourite

incidents with the holy cow
are so in the subcon-
tinent. The fundamental dif-
ference between the two situa-

Where Everyone Hates Each Other and a Clty Dles

Petar Hadji-Ristic writes from Sarajevo, Bosnia-Hercegovina
The agony of Yugoslavia was compounded when Europe and the US recognised the

despairing Serbian
to sum ft all up.

"Now it will be imp-os-
sible to put Yugoslavia together
again,” he said. "Now everyone
hates each other — and yet
eventually they must live to-
gether again.”

He spoke as fighting in this
be seiged republic ame
more intense the day, as
Yugoslavia's , Croats and
Muslims punished each other
for the territory they each
claim ts theirs.

The killing in Sarajevo and
across Bosnia began to éscalate
on April 6, when Europe and
the United States recognised
Bosnia's independence. It
came only a month aflter the
decisive referendum on inde-
Eendtnt:: that was boycotted

y the republic's 1.4 million
Serbs.

Every day alter that, Serbian

litary forces in the hills
overlooking Bosnia's capital
Sarajevo targeted Muslim arcas
with mortar and sniper [ire
and edged closer toward the
city centre.

Much of the old city is de-
stroyed. Shelling has gutted
the historic Ottoman market
area, and even the museum
dedicated to 1984 Sarajevo
Winter Olympics has been set
on fire.

And every day, the refugees
— many of them from villages
under fire — flee the areas of
fighting, cramming into the
cities or crossing into other
republics.

A last collective call for
pcace was held in carly April

independence of Bosnia following a referendum on independence that was

boycotted by 1.4

million Serbs. Paramilitary Serbs targeted Sarajevo’s Muslim areas and the siege of the
capital was on. Already much of the old city is destroyed and the historic Ottoman market

gutted.

Ethnic division in the former Yugoslavia

by the citizens of Sarajevo, who
protested in front of the city's
t bullding.

"When the sftuation is like
this we must go out and do
something,” said Nadida
Kafedzic, a young court worker
who had walked through the
near-deserted city to rally with
her boyfriend.

"I don't want to sit at home

like a mouse.”
But a murderous volley of

sniper gunfire cut down a ran-
dom handlul of the demonstra-
tors. Those moving slowly to-
ward the Serbian-manned
barricades spanning the river
were suddenly stopped dead in
their tracks.

No one could be sure who
the snipers were. The

demonstrators were of mixed
background, as varied as the
city fitsell. Rorty per cent of
Bosnia's population was
Muslim, 32 per cent Serb and
|8 per cent Croatl.

"We have lived together
here for so long, we are all
mixed.” sald Kaledzic

The city police, dressed In
protective flak jackets, seemed
in no hurry to investigate the
killing. But just across the
river, bearded paramilitary
soldiers cold be seen with
their automatic weapons lev-
clled the md t-unlty
only

Mh‘bualqbu.rdn,
The occastonal boom from

the Holiday Inn opposite
Parliament meant some of the
shooting was also coming
from there. It was thought to
comc from those bodyguards of
Radovan Karadzic, head of the
Serbian Democratic . who
had not fled the hotel with
their leader hours before.

"It ts best to transfer Bosnia
inte three states,” Karadric
had said. "Bosnia cannot be in-
dependcnt until it is trans-
formed into a confederation.”

Next day thousands of an-
armed miners where bussed

into Sarajevo, where they
stormed the Holiday Inn,

the rooms Karadzic
had used and trussing up sev-
eral of his men.

Today, the miners’ buses
would be unlikely to reach the
city. The roads approaching
Sarajevo are guarded by the
Yugoslav federal army, which
also protects the airport as the
one safe area of the city.

When Britain's former for-
eign secretary, Lord
Carrington, visited Sarajevo on
April 23 in an unsuccessful at-
tempt to negotiate peaee, his
advisers would neot let him
leave the airport. Plans to visit
the downtown hotel that
housed the United Nations
peacckeeping troops and in-
ternational media were
shelved because of fears for his

Qutside the capital, roads
are deserted. Villages often
abandoned. A massive
movement of population seems
to have already taken place.
Bosnia itself is now dividing
1ntn :thnk.:lllgc rﬂ.lrl: nrc:n

tml 7’0 per cent of the hrml:r
Yugoslavian republic they are
now calling "the Serbian

return, The ting and suffer
endured has
mad: hatred between the na

Some 100,000 soldiers are
encamped in Bosnia, many of
them withdrawn from the
breakaway republics of
Slovenia, Croatia and
Macedonia. Sixty per cent of
Yugoslavia's arms industry is
also based In Bosnda.

Across the eastern hnrdq
in Serbia, people watch
thetically as the I'l[hunp-
among thetr esca-
lates. Their state-controlled
press — newspapers, radio and
television — churns out non-
stop propaganda |upporﬂnl
the Serbian cause.

After Bosnia, the lrmy is
expecied to move to Kosovo,
the region to the south where
two million Albanians may be
ready to continue the revolt
Hyperinflation and economic

is inevitable.

People are critical of the
way the outside powers —
especially the Europeans —
falled to appreciate the nature
of Yugoslavia's regime, and al-
lowed the country's situation
to deterforate into civil war.

— GEMINI NEWS

PETAR HADJI-RISTIC rep-
resented several maqgjor
Western ne when he

wspapers
um:busuihﬂchrtﬂ.

Women Perennial Losers in 'Poverty Olympics'

Idriss Jazairy writes from Rome

AKE the upcoming Su-
mmer Olympics In
Barcelona as an analogy.

Imagine a race — not a 100
metre dash, but the 15,000
metres or, even more appro-
priately the marathon. The
athletes, hard muscled and
skilled from years ol rigorous
experience and training, are
grouped at the starting line.
The starting gun ofl, the
contestants surge forward.

But it is immediately clear
that something is radically
wrong, that the race s bla-
tantly unequal. A small number
of runners immediately surge
ahead, quickly out distancing
the others. Behind them run a
large group of men, but their
movements seem sluggish.

Strange, until one realises
that their track shoes are
weighted with lead, making
each stride and agony of effort.

And hchind them an even
larger group, all women, who
in addiunn tn having shoes of
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lead are carrying a child on
their back.

It takes no particular in-
sight to predict the outcome of
the race: a handful of "winners”
and the vast majority a very
poor second, with the women
coming in last.

Translation — the arena is
the rural areas of the develop-
ing world. The race is the
most fundamental of all, that
for survival.

A few, the privileged by
birth or fortune, lead lives of
comfort. The others, forced to
wear the leaden shoes of
poverty, lag far behind.

Making up the rear are
women — the 565 million who
today, despite their long hours
in the home and flelds, strug-
gle unsuccessfully to cross the
poverty line.

It was to turn the interna-
tional spotlight on this "race”
that is being run dally

throughout the developing
world that the International

Women now grow at least half of the food rural
families eat. But their productive potential is far too
often hampered, simply because they are not men

Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment (IFAD) organised the
recent Summit on the econo-
mic advancement of rural
women in Geneva.

Here 65 wives of heads of
state and government gath-
ered. Her Majesty Queen
Fabiola of Belgium, President
Rene Felber of Switzerland,
together with the new Secre-
tary-General of the UN,
Boutros Boutros-Ghall and rep-
resentatives from other UN
and multilateral development
agencies, to voice their con-
cern over the growi:s num-
bers of impoverish rural
women and to declare their
commitment to concerted,
concrete action that will make

the "race” more equal.

This is not a matter of
"good sportsmanship” but of
sound economic and social
sense. For it is not an exagger-

are the key rty allevia-
tion and mrn.rw:vclnpmcnt
Their productive role has al-
ways been vital, though gen-
erally unrecognised, a role that
in the years to come will be
even more important as in-
creasing numbers of men leave
the countryside to find work
elsewhere.

Women now atleast
halfl of the food rural families
eat — as much as 70 per cent
in Africa — and many earn
crucial income by selling pro-

duce or engaging in small ofl-
farm enterprises.

But their productive poten-
tial is far too often
not only by their mh‘m-
mestic duties but also simply
because they are not men.

In many regions, women
cannot own or other pro-
ductive resources.They are
barred, by law or practice,
from getting credit. They are
ignored by extensfon services
and bypassed by trainfng pro-
grammes

The solution is not charity
or welfare but the provision of
those basic resources and sup-
port needed to lighten their
burdens and increase their
productivity. Here credit is a
fundamental factor, for a loan
is often the only way a poor
women can afford to buy seeds,
small livestock, crop process-
ing equipment or materials to
start up a cottage industry.

In project after project,
IFAD has found that a loan of as

little as US $40 can make a big
difference, for women tend to
invest wisely and use their re-
turns to improve family well-
being. And experience has .
shown that even the poorest of
women are excellent credit
risks, 97 per cent of them re-
their loans on time — a
better record than men and
substantially above that of bet-
ter off farmers.

This summer, hundreds of
millions of people will be
watching the colourful Olym-
pics. s summer, too, at
least one billion rural people —
almost 60 per cent of them
women — will still be facing
drab chronic 2

The wo will cheer the
athletes in Barcelona. What will
the world do for the others?

— Depthnews Asia

Idriss Jazairy (s H'I presi-
dent of the International Fund

Jor Agricultural Development,
headquartered in Rome, [taly
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Partisan
Sir, In Chicago in the
1930's, organised crime

formed rival gangs that fought
bloody and merciless private

wars. It was not uncommon for

example, for one gang to raid
another's party with machine-

ns, and not stay to count the

dies. At stake was total
supremacy, and the alternative
was often annihilation. In this
war, individual politiclans and
sometimes whole parts of the
police force were bought. But
the gangs were ncver able to
achieve legitimacy, and were
ultimately curtailed,

Browsing through local
newspapers last weck forced
me to. wonder how gangsters
and racketeers In our country
carry licences to operate in
the form of their party mani-

festos. Look at what happened
in Chittagong. Our politiclans
are lncrcnuingly resembling
king-pins, even govern-
ment has degenerated into the
battle of th: "ins" trying to
eliminate the "outs”. They're
not even acting coy about f{tl
What can say when of two
quclunnngc:: operations, onec
(opposition) gets taken to the
cleaners while another
(government party] is con-

" verted into a scheduled opera-

tor? Its partisan.

Finally, let 1s be clear that
this is not a letter. Its
because | see the above that |
have no affiliation; my stomach
is too sensitive,

RJ Tanuvir
Dhanmondi(, Dhaka

Of trees and wood

Sir, | fully endorse Ms
Munira Khan's recent letter

t need for
ress the en-
vironmental problems. Even in
the face of alarming statistics
one would like to believe that
it is not already too late for ac-
tion; that there is some hope
for the future generations of
the world whose share cf the
natural resources are being
overharvested thoughtlessly
across the world.

Lea workshops and
nnnﬁn people who thrive

on them, there is a great deal
each one of us can do to im-
prove the forest cover of this
mtmtrj individually and by
urting action groups

ing in this field. For a
il-ll"l we could invest a little

money and effort to plant trees
on the streets we live on, In-
stead of simply beautifying our
own ens. That maybe per-
ce as the job of Rajuk, or
some such authority in other
towns and cities, but in fact is
as much our responsibility as
anyone clse's, Besides why not
do our bit?

The Roads and Highways

authorities’ mindless practice
of decimating tons of
every year to repair the city

roads, when they could just as
easily use gas cylinders or even
temporary gas conncetions

(wherever and whenever
sible) does not bear thinking

How 1s it possible that while
they spend crores of Taka on
planting trees on the roadsides
etc, they fail to notice the

connection between what they
practice and what they
preach? It is a criminal waste
of an invaluable resource.

The use of firewood In
brickfieilds has been banned
since ‘89, yet it is used
blatantly in the brickfields
which have proliferated all
over the country. Studies show
that while imported coal re-
mains unsold in the coal de-
pots, brickfields continue to
consume wood — most often
stolen from forest reserves in
the first place and sold at
ridiculously low — with
total disregard to the law per-
taining to it. Dare we ask what
the law enforcing authorities

are doing about ft

5 R Ghuznal
Baridhara, Dhaka

Good men

Sir, Man who sincerely
thinks and selflessly works for
the welfare of his people and
nation generally experiences
more pain and sorrows. Often
he has to shade tears for the
frrational attitudes of others,

He feels for the betterment of
others ignoring his own good.
He does all the best he can for
others. Thank God, societies
and countries still have this
sort of men who are working
sflently. Perhaps our dear
earth will see its least rites
when good souls will com-
pictely vanish from among us.
Let us try to be men and
think for the welfare of others
as well as of the country.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor, BAl, Dhalca




