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Opposition forces have
swept Azeri President
Ayaz Mutalibov
from power

American filmmaker
David Lynch and film
editor Mary Sweency
stroll, Friday on the for-
eshore at Cannes, one
day before Lynch pres-
ents his film ‘Twin Pea-
ks’ to the 45th Can-
nes Film Festival
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JCD mourning
day today

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Chhnlrn Dal will obscrve
mourning day in all educational
institutions in the country to-
day on the death of its leader
and EUCSU VP Mir Ruhul
Kabir and two others in a boal
capsize in the river Duriganga
recently. The central council
of Chhatra Dal will hold a con
dolence meeting
mahfil at BNP's central oflTice
here loday after Zohr prayer,

reports [SS.
Hijacker arrested
in city
Ramna Thana petrol police
Saturday arrested Habibur
Rahman alias Sajal (22) on

charge of snatching a gold
chain from rickshaw passcnger

Farhana Fatema In (ront of |

Kakrafl Church. Fatcma, whiic
crossing Kakrafl by a rickshaw
with her daughter at 3 pm was
stopped by four young pcrsons
who snatched away Ber gold
chain. The Ramna Thana
petrol police chased the
snatchers and caught Sajal
with the chain and an | 1-inch
knife from his posscssion, re

ports BSS.

collide in India

NEW DELHI, May 16

31 sent to hospital wit
uries when two trucks co
in the western India
le of Maharashtra on Frida
Press Trust of India (

ng a group of about
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Human rights can't be linked to aid

NAM FMs decry rich

nations' interference

BAL! (Indonesia), May 186:
Members of the Non-Aligned
Movement today decried the
tendency among developed
nations to invoke civil and po-
litical aspects of human rights
as a conditionality for extend-
ing cconomic and social de-
velopment assistance to the
developing countries, reports
.

in a communique issued
this moming at the end of a
night long session, the coordi-
nating burcau of NAM Foreign
Ministers criticised the s-
tent side-tracking of eco-
nomic, social and cultural
aspects ol human rights by
some members of the interna-
tional community.

These practices undermine
the need for a balanced ap-
proach to human rights,
said.

Human rights should be
promoled through coopcra-
tion, it said, adding, human
rights expression and imple-
mentation at the national level
in a country was the respon-
sibility of its government and

outside nations have nothing to
do with this.

The report of the conlfer-
ence will go to the summit of
the 103-nation NAM, now ex-
panded to 105 with the admis-
stion of Guatemala and Papua
New Guinea as full members,
to be held in September

The conference look a
common stand that the pro-
motion of human rights and

fundamental freedom should
not be achieved through con-
[rontation or imposition of in-
compatible values.

The Ministers while wel-
coming the end of the cold
war, said the emerging ten-
dencics towards a unipolar
world marked by “new ele-
ments in the complex inter
national political landscape
could limit the prospects of
resolving global problems as
the interests and needs of the
Non Aligned and other devel-
oping countrics are not taken
into due acrount.

The movement, the com-
munique said, should not lose
sight of the long standing un-

simmering discontent
-nd ﬂnk'nt conflicts ravaging
some regions of the world.

The conference sald the
philosophy of the Non-Aligned
Movement is as relevant as
ever and its underlying tenets
have remained un-changed.
However, the aspirations of the
non-aligned countries for true
equality, genuine indepen-
dence and unfettered devel-
opment remain substantially
unfulfilled.

The conference called for a
review of the membership of
the UN Security Council with a
view to refllecting fts increased
membership and promoting
more equitable and balanced
representation of fts members,

Referring to the discussions
on requests from Croatia for
observer status in the move-
ment and of Slovania for guest
status the communique says
due to constraint of time and
the wider ramifications of the
question invoived, the requests
would be further considered at
the next meeting of the ecoor-
dinating bureau in New York

‘Strengthen NAM's

vigilant role’

BALI, May 16: Forcign
Ministicr ASM Mostallzur Rah-
man has said that the changes,
taken place in the world in
recent times, have only
changed the context and not
the essence . of the Non-
Aligned Movement.

Addressing the ministerial
meeting of the Non-Aligned
Coordinating Bureau here, last
evening he said the demise of
the East—West bipolarity has
given rise o doubtis in some
quartiers aboutl the validity of
the Non-Aligned Movement.

But, Rahman said, the en-
couraging developments in the
world in no way changed the

~ esscnce of the non—algnment,

which is based on indepen-
dence of judgement and objec
tive evaluation of the interna-
tional development

The Feorcign Minister re-
ferred to the changes that have
taken place resulting in the
reduction of the East-West
tensfons and sald at this Im

ﬂoru.nt conlluence of time and
istory, it is all the more nec
cssary to [urther strengthen
the vigilant role of the Non
Aligned Movement.

This vigilance is neccssary
lor protecting Lthe sovercignty,
political independence and
economic [reedom of the de-
veloping countries, he said.
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CHITTAGONG, May 16 :
About 200 terrorists armed
with sophisticated weapons
and aided by Shantibahini in

hefm“ have reported
ter in the jungles
emn Chiltagong

Administration sources
here say the sanctuaries of
those armed terrorists drawn
from some political factions
are located in the hilly jungles
ol Raozan, Fatikchhari, Hatha-
gart, Mirersharai and Sttakun-
du upazilas.

presence of the terror-
ists, local people say, have
given rise to a spate of violence
in the northern parts of Chitta-
gong for the last few years.

The armed men come down
from thetr jungle hideouts fre-
quently and terrorise the local-
ities there by resorting to mur-
der, dacoity rape and toll col-

lections.
ﬁhﬂz.
tial-

Scveral hundreds ol
mostly drawn from riot
lon, started massive hunt for
J those armed terrorists aller

ta
north-

Storm hits 6 Pabna

upazilas

PABNA, May 16: A storm
swepl over six upazilas of the
district today killing onc per-
son and injuring 40 others,
reports UNB.

The storm, rising up to 70
to 80 miles per hour accom-
panied by heavy rainfall lashed
over Sadar, Ishurdi, Chatmo-
har, Atghoria, Sujanagar and
Bera upazilas this evening.

Lasting about .an hovur, it
also damaged about 400

dwelling houses, wuprooted

1 killed

trees and clectric poles, wit-
nesscs sald. The tin-roof of a
police barrack was blown away

Abul Khair (38), an em-
ployee of a local pharmacy, was
electrocuted in the lown when
he came in contact with a live
eleciric wire thal fell on a
road.

Of the injured, 12 werce
admitted to sadar hospital.

A nor'wesier, accompanied
by torm, lashed Netrakona
town‘and s’ adjoining arcas
Friday night.

and milad |

ighteen people were killed] |

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia said here yester-
day that her government
deeply believed in religious
harmony and was equally re-

spectful to all n:liginns re-
ports BSS.
She said, "We consider it

our sacred duty to ensure that
all citizens can frecly practise
their respective religious rites
and live in pcace so that they
can contribute their mite to
the development of the na-
tion.”

The Prime Minister was
addressing a function held in
celcbration of Buddha Purnima
at Dharmarajika Buddhist mon-
astery here. The function orga-
niscd by Bangladesh Buddha
Krishti Prachar Sangha was
addressed by Forest and
Environment Minister Abdu-
llah Al Noman and Statle

| Minister for Religious AfTairs

Prof MA Mannan.

Venerable Vlluddﬂnﬂda Maha-

thero, president of the sangha
presided over the [unction.
Begum Khaleda Zia said "our

ideology is Bangladeshi Natio-
nalism which symbolises the
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confluence of dillerent re-
ligions and national conscious-
ness.”

Secking cooperation of all
scctions in her government's
endeavours for development
she recalled an immortal mes-
sage ol Lord Buddha who ad-
vised his disciples to wonder
forth in dillerent directions
"for the wellare of and
for the happiness of many.”

The Prime Minister empha-
sised the significance ol this
message and called upon all Lo
devote their energies to the
welfare of the countrymcn,
their happiness and prosper-
ity, forgetting any difference,
jealousy and hatred.

The Prime Minister said at-
tention of the government to-
wards our ancient heritage and
resurrection ol fts glory was
drawn for the first time when
the first nationalist govern-
ment of the country was estab-
lished under president Sha-
heed Ziaur Rahman.

She said it was at his initia-
tive that the relics of Atish
Dipankar was brought from
China to Bangladesh in June
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oceasion of Buddha Purnima yesterday. (Story on Page-2)

Prune !ﬂn

the Intermhnnl] En ference Ce-ntrn in Dhaka Yesterday.

Govt dﬂeply believes in | Progress of CHT
religious harmony : PM

development
projects reviewed

A meeting of the Council
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Districts was held in Dhaka
Saturday night at the Inter-
national Conference Centre
with Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in the chair,
reports BSS.

The meeting reviewed Lhe
progress of various devclop-
ment programmes and wcllare
measures in the hill districts.

Begum Zia reiterated her
government's commitment for
the overall development of the
districts.

She also asked the con-
cerned ministries to expedite
the implementation of the on-
going development projects.

Police raid DU
hall : One held

Police yesterday raided
Salimullah Hall of Dhaka
University and arrested a pro-
Awami Lﬂm:e Chhatra Lﬂguc
activist, reports UNB.

He was identiflied as

Mohammad Zakir Hossain, a“

See Page 12 Col 7

the recent killing of three
Awami League and DCL aec-
tivists in Fattkchhari upazfia.
Police nabbed some of them af-
ter fighting a flerce gunbattle
in the jungles of Mondakini
hill in the upazila. Police re-
covered rocket launchers
wireless set, ammunition and
uniforms from their
possession.

Police say most of the ter-
rorists aller losing the battle
fled into deep forest in the hill
district of Khagrachhari and,
perhaps, have taken shelter in
Shantfbahini hideouts.

Talking to this Corres-
pondent the Police Superin-
tendent (SP) of Chiun ng
Sabbir All said, “We L
recefved reports about

of those terrogists In
the jungles and their taking
aid from the Shanttbahini but
owing to various lema we
have not been able to go for
massive drive 1o track them
down.”
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i Khaléda Zis gresiding over the meeting of the Council Commitiee on Chittagong MDutnd-l al

— Star photo

| Tribal insurgents

 Bureaucratic tangles hamper

CHT councils' functioning

Burcaucratic hurdics and
non-cooperalion by a scction
in the administration arc ham-
pering the functioning of the
three newly-formed Chittagong
hill districts local government
councils due to complete their
first three-year tenurecs next
month.

According to the three
Chairman and some members
of the councils, proper imple-
mentation of the syslem was
being held up because ol un-
necessary procedural delays
and the lack ol coordination
with and cooperation of the
district administration.

The absence of a clear
guideline on the exact rcla-
tionship betwcen the councils
and the central government
was also creating problems,
they added.

On the other hand, some
district administration olficials
who talked to this correspon-
dent during his recent week-
long visit to the region pointed
out that the primary reason for
the delay in the implementa-

By S Y Bakht back from CHT

tion of the local govcrnment
council system was the
inexperience’ and ‘ineflici-
ency’ of the councils.

However, betlh council
members and administration
officials that the sys-
tem could lead to a nt
solution to the problems of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts re-
gion and thus should be prop-
erly nurtured and allowed to
function freely.

In March 1989, Parliament
adopteéd three separate bills,
based on an earlier accord
between the government and
48 prominent tribal lcadcers,
paving the way for establishing
the local government councils
in the Khagrachari, Rangamati
and Bandarban districts.

The hills were designed to
provide an opportunity for sell-
governance to Lhe tribal peo-
ple and thus bring about a po-
litical solution to.the prob-
lems of the region.

Each Council consists of
one chairman and 30 members
of which two-third {s tribal

and the remaining one-third
from the non-tribal population.
Only a tribal can become a
Chairman of the Council under
the stipulations of the bills.

Elected directly through
adult franchise, the Distriet
Commissioner of each hill dis-
trict functions as the ex-officio
secretary to the respective
council.

The individual council is au-
thorised to deal with transfer
and setilcment of land exclu-
sivcly and with the approval of
the government, levy taxes and
raise tolls locally.

The district council was
also entrusted with the re-
sponsibility to maintain law
and order within the district
and also recruit a police force.
The council would also formu-
late f{ts own budget and was
madc solcly responsible for 22
subjccts of governance to be

delegated by the rnment.
In addition, the Chakma
chicl of Rangamati, the Mong

chiefl of Khagrachari and Lhe
See Page 12 Col 3

A Buddhist devotee offering prayer at the Dharmarajik Vihara at Kamalapur on tha

— Btar photo

Workers, owners of
sick industries
threaten
self-immolation

- By Staff Correspondent

The employers and employ-
ees of sick and closed indus-
tries on Saturday threatened
sclf-immolation from July 15 1l
their two-point demands to
salvage the industries were not
met by June 30.

The two-point demands In-
clude immediate rehabilitation
of the sick industries as identi-
fled by the Sick Industries Cell
and publishing of the names of
bank and Finance Ministry of-
ficlals who had been engaged
in squandering people’s money
during the autocratic regime
in the name of establishing in-
dustries.

The demands were put lor-
ward by the Bangladesh Sick
and Closed Industries Emplo-
yers, Employeces and Workers
Sangram Parishad in a mem-
orandum to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia Saturday.

The memorandum said that
il their demands were not ful-
filled by the deadline, a sclf-
immolation process would be-

See Page 12 Col 8

ing on to make the hall-day
hartal called for Monday in the

by the organisers of Gano
Adalat (People’s Court) a suc-
cess.

The hartal is to demand
implementation of the verdict
passed on Jamaat chief Golam
Azam by the people’'s court on
March 26,

A large number of political
parties of the country have al-
ready expressed their solidar-
ity with the Gano Adalat body's
struggle to try Golam Azam for
his crimes during the coun-
try's War of Independence in
1971 and supported Iits May
18 hartal.

The political parties sup-
porting the hartal include the
Awami League (AL), Five-Party
combine comprising Workers
Party of Bangladesh (WPB),
Hasanul Haque Inu-led faction
of the Jatlya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD), the two factions of

sher tantrik Dal
(BSD), Sramik Krishak
Samajbadi Dal (SKSD), Otkya
Prakria, the Patriotie

Preparations for hartal
called by trial body

By Staff Correspondent
@pmpnrﬂtinns arc go- Democratie Front (PDF) com-

prising Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB), National
Awami Party (NAP), Dilip
Barua-led faction of Samyabadi
Dal, Gano Azadi League,
Gonotantri Party, Shajahan
Siraj, MP-led faction of JSD
etc. And Badruddin Umar-led
Gonotantrik Biplobi Jote. [ "
J

The Jatiya Party
though yet to support the Ma
18 hartal, resolved last mon
to demand of the government
the trial of Golam Azam for his
violation of the constitution
and {llegal stay Iin the country.

Meanwhile, the Awami
League has called for a mass
rally in the city today in ob-
servance of 'anti-terrorism day’
to protest against the alleged
Jamaat attack on the Chhatra
League conference at
Fatikchhari.

Another rally is also sched-
uled to be held in the city to-
day by the public sector spin-
ning and textiles workers to
press their six point charter of
demands.

See Page 12Col 7
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| Armed terrorists |Shantibahini

take shelter in
CHT jungles

From Nurul Alam

guns down
one more
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 16:
. In another
spurt of violence down
one non-tribal and tnjured
another in the remeote Dig-
hinala uparfla of Khagrachhari
district today

Oflictals here said Habibur
Rahman. a rickshawpuller, was
shot dead near the Baradham
village of the district this noon
when the outlawed
Shantibahini men sprayed
bullets on them from a
roadside ambush.

Habibur Rahman was

two passengers in his
rickshaw [rom hinala tn
Babuchara area of district,
they said.

The rickshawpuller died on
the spot while one of the
passenger, Jalal Ahgmed (32),
received bullet wound. He was
later Mlown o the Combined

Military Hospital at Chitlagong
for treatment.

The other assenger,
however, escaped the attack.

Soon aller the incident,
security forces rushed to the
spol and conducted search
apecration

A total of seven people were
killed by the so-called

Shantitbahini men during the
last scven days.

Repatriation
Dhaka-Yangon
meet today

The second Bangladesh—
Myanmar official level meeting
will be held at Teknal today,
reporis BSS,

According to control room
sources there, Bangladesh
icam will be led by Chittagong
Divistional Commissioner Omar
Faruq while the Director
General of Myanmar immigra-
tion department U Maung
Aung will lead his country's
team at Lhe mecting

The merting will deetds,
upon a date and necessary
procedurcs for repalriation of
Rohingya Muslims to Myanmar.

According to an ofTicial
source, no Rohit Muslims
crossed into Hﬂ.nng‘hded'l [rom

Arakan yesterday.

Velayati
arrives

today

. Ilmanian Foreign Minister Dr
All Akbar Velayati arrives here
today on a two-day visit during
which he will have talks with
Foreign Minister ASM
Mostalizur Rahman covering
wide ranging fssues of mutual
interest, reports BSS.

The discussions are ex-
pected to focus on the statc of
bilateral cooperation and re-
vicw of the international sce-
nario.

The Iranian Foreign
Minister will flew in here from
Indonesia after attending the
Non-aligned ministerial level
coordinating burcau mecting.
He will be received at the air-
port by Commerce Minister M
K Anwar.

Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman, who is also in
Indonesia in connection with
the Non-aligned mecting, will
rcturn home this evening,

The official talks between
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Hasina meets
Birendra,
Koirala

Awami Lecague President
and Leader of the O tion
in Parliament Shetkh Hasina
Saturday met with King
Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev
of Ncpal at his palace at
Kathmandu, reports UNB.

According to a message
reccived here, Hasina also met
with Nepalese Prime Minister
Girija Prashad Koirala, former
Prime Minister and Nepal
Congress Party President KP

Battarai, and Speaker of the
Lower House¢ Dhama Nath
Leaders of the t(wo

countries exchanged views on
various matters of mutual
interest. lssues like
lunctioning of democraey,
nced for poverty alleviation
and ecological tnz.nu came up
for discussion at the separate
meetings.

King Btrendra and other
Nepalese leaders recalled with
gratitude the contribution
made by slain Bangladesh
icader Bangabandhu Shetkh
Mujtbur Rahman to the
country’'s War of Liberation in
1971. paid rich tribute to

See Page 12 Col 8



