Street foods have become

an inscparable part of our city
Mfe. They are typical not only
of Dhaka alone, In several ef-
ties of South East Asia, their
presence is also noticeable, but
in a more varted and organized
manner.

Food and Agriculture
Organtzation (FAO) has decfined
street foods as “ready-lo-eal
foods and prepared
and/or sold by vendors gnd
hawkers, especially in the
streets and similar public
places.”

Here, as elsewhere, soclo-
cconomic factors play an im-
portant role in their growing
importance. Due to urbaniza-
tion and industrialization, peo-
ple are becoming more and
more busy with their jobs
which leave them very little
time to prepare food at home.
Many of the customers of
street foods are migrants from
rural areas who have secttled
down under extremecly poor
conditions in urban “slums” or
squatter settlements where
basic services are non-existent
or very limited at best. The
lack of water and clectricity,
lack of facilities lo prepare
food at home, the distancc be-
tween home and work place.
and time constraint and above
all their cheapness and conve-
nience— all these factors con-
tribute to the growing popu-
larity of street foods.

One comes across dillerent
kinds of street foods in this
capital ecity. The fare mainly
consists of rice, curry, dal and
roti and different kinds of
snacks and beverages. The lo-
cations of this business can be
found mainly in the streets of
Motijheel, Dilkusha, Sadarghat,
Tejgaon and many other busy
places like bus stops, raflway
stations, launch ghats, eclc.
Maintenance of hygiene and
sanitary condition {in matters
of food preparation and han-
dling s lacking in most cascs.
There is also no agency for
regular check-up of the stan-

The lure of street foods

By A S M Nurunnabi

dard of foods offered for sale.
The raw materials used for the
preparation of these foods are
mostly sub-standard to make
them cheaper. In many cases

they are sold near scwers,

drainage lines and footpaths

where dust, flies and dirt get
ACCess.

No data are available even
aboul the approximate num-
ber of vendors or hawkers ol
street foods in this city.
According to the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) rules and
regulations, vending of foods
on the streets is not legal. A
DCC official, however, admit-
ted that their manpower was
not enough to control street
food vending or to ensure hy-

gienic standard.
Ban h is experiencing
one of the highest urban

growth rates in the region and
its urban population is ex-

pected to increase to 26 per
cent by the end ol the century.
Commensurate with this
trend, the urban people’'s de-

ndente on street foods has

n marking a significant
growth.

On the question whether
strect foods of Dhaka are sale
for health, people seldom dil-
fer. Everybody would agree
that our street foods are not
adequately hygienic. The street
food vendors are mostly lack-
ing in knowledge of hygiene,
nutrition and sanitation. The
lack of control by the authori-
ties and the vendors's lack of
knowledge about safe food
handling practices often pose
potential health risk to con-
SUMCTS.

FAO's (nterest in streetl
foods extends to quality and
safety concerns as well as
consideration of their valuable
food and nutrition aspects. One
FAO expert termed the strect
foods as “a problem, a chal-
lenge and an opportunity for
development.” The problem
ltes in the control of LlE:e qual-
ity and safety of foods oflered

Tremor rocks Uzbekistan

Landslides, rain kill

TASHKENT (Uzbekistan),
May 15: At least 200 people
were killed in three days of
landslides and torrential rain
in the central Asian republic
of Tajikistan, Itar-Tass ncws

agency said today, reports
Reuter.
And in neighbourin

Uzbekistan, where leaders o
the commonwealth of former
Sovict republics were meeting,
an earthquake rocked high-
rise bufldings.

Seismologists said the
quake measured six to seven
on the 12-point Soviet scale at
its epicentre, south-east of
Tashkent. Seven is officially la-
belled ‘very strong’, but there
were no immediate reports of
casualties.

In Tajikistan dozens of vil-
lages in the foothills of the
Pamir mountains were buried
in mudslides or submerged by
floods. Thousands of homes
were damaged or destroyed.

Tass said the first land-
slides had taken place on
Wednesday, but they were still
continuing on Friday.

The fatal landslides oc-

200 in Tajikistan

curred in the south-east of the
mountainous republic, border-
ing Afghanistan and China.

Hussain Achilov, chairman
of Tajikistan's state emergency
committee, told Itar-Tass that
at least 200 people had been
killed by the slides, which be-
gan on Wednesday.

“These are the approximate
figures,” he said.

Roads and communications
were cut, businesses damaged
and le damage done
to the cotton industry, gardens
and orchards, he said.

Achilov appealed for aid
from the rest of the [ormer

Soviet Union and thc world.
Tass said two plancloads of
emergency aid [rom the
United States were cxpected
to arrive in the Tajik capital

Tajikistan, which borders
on Afghanistan and China, has
spent the past few weeks

gripped by political crisis be-
tween ex-Communist presi-

dent Rakhmon Nabiyev and an
opposition alliance of liberals
and Islamic radicals.

Buddha Purnima
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The Bangladeshi Buddhist
community will celcbrate the
festival in more than 500
monasteries, particularly in
the Buddhist populated re-
gions of Chittagong, Chittagong
Hill Tracts, Cox's Bazar,
Comilla, Noakhall and
Patuakhall.

The day-long ceremony
from dawn to evening includes
congregation of dcvotees ‘n
the monasteries, Buddha
punja, prayers, oflcring of food
to Bhikkhu Sangha, religious
mectings and {llumination in
the evening.

The day has been declared a
public holiday.

In the capital, the day-long
festival will be celebrated today
at the Dharmarajika Vihar at
Kamalapur under the auspiccs
of Ban h Bouddha Krishti
Prachar Sangha, the interna-
tional monastery at Merul
Badda by the Bangladesh Bud-
dhist Federation and Sakya-
muni{ Vihara at Mirpur under
the auspices of the Parbatya.

Bouddha Sangha.

Gano Adalat
sponsors, Dutta

Babu out to ruin
Islam: Abbas

BOGRA, May 15: Acting
Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami
Abbas Al Khan today accused
the organisers of the so-called
Gano Adalat of conspiring
against the country’'s indcpen-
dence and sovereignty, reports
UNB.

"They are engaged in a
deep-rooted conspiracy to sell

the country’'s ependence...
Golam Azam is not the main is-
sue to them,” he told a rally
organised by the district
Jamaat at the local
Altafunnessa playground.

Abbas alleged that sponsors
of the Gano Adalat were oul to
ruin Islam and “Dutta Babu’
and his companions were
working towards that end.

The rally was presided over
by Ameer of the district
Jamaat Golam Rabbani.
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lor sale. The nnomm is the
strengthening of itional
and local habits, the de-
velopment of small industries
and cooperative marketing
structure. And lastly, the chal-
e is to provide government

municipal authortties with
the means to assure the safety
and quality of street foods.

Street loods in Dhaka,
though lacking in proper stan-
dard and thus posing a health
hazard, have come o stay.
Keeping this in view and con-
sidering their necessity and
importance in the day-to-day
life of certain socio-economic
strata, there may no point in
discouraging them in terms of
municipal law. On the other
hand, as FAO recognised. the
street foods are an important
economic activity in the con-
text of the modern urban life.

The ramifications of street

and one that involves large
amounts of capital and thou-
sands of people. It is an indus-
try that provides employment
to a large segment of popula-
tion who might otherwise re-
main unemployed including
women and city migrants who
have relatively low or no edu-

cational and professional
backgrounds.

But the ways this business is
conducted in most cases al
present need be changed with
a firm guidance. [t secems ur-
gently necessary to stop un-
abated sale of unhygienic and
sub-standard items of food.
With a view to raising them to
a healthy standard, the health
authorities should initiate  ac-
tion including, among others,
strict food quality control mea
sures, provision of clean envi
ronment, supply of clean water
and use of safe raw materials
for preparation of such foods.
In this manner, it may be pos:
sible to convert the attending
problems into opportunitics
for developing decpendable
food retailing outlets.

Rohingyas
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halt for at least five hours.

Also on Friday thousands of
refugees paraded the highway
in groups shouting “We won't
go back until Burmese
(Myanmarese) military is pun-
tshed for its crime.”

No fresh violence was re-
ported in the rugged hilly re-
gion which houscs the refu-
gees in 12—clusters of [limsy
bamboo huts and makshill
tenis.

The Muslim refugees have
arrived [rom Myanmar's west-
ern province of Arakan and
say they have escaped mas-
sacres, rapes, murders and
conscription for forced labour.

Facing an international
pressure Myanmar last month
agreed to take back the
refugees, but rejected a pro-

to involve the UNHCR
infb the process.

The refugees demand that
the UNHCR be involved into
their repatriation to monitor
their resettiement at home.

Bangladesh Environment
and Forests Minister Abdullah
Al-Noman toured the rcfugees
on Friday and latcr asked ofli-
cials to “behave humanly with
the refugees.”

"We want the refugees to go
back home. But that does not
mean we will push them back
by force,” he said.

OfMicials from Bangladesh
and Myanmar will mect at the
frontier town of Teknal on
Sunday to decide when to start
the repatriation.

Officials said they have de- |

cided to persuade the refugees
to return home.

"We believe the situation in-
side Myanmar has become
congenial for their returh. Our
policy 1is to persuade the
refu to return voluntarily,’
said one official, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The UNHCR and several
international human rights
groups have expressed reser-
vations against the repatria-
tion plan.

‘We don't know how Myan-
mar will treat the returnecs
since we don't have any access
to that country,” said a UNHCR
official at Cox’s Bazar.

1 killed, 6 hurt 1n
road mishap

By DMCH Correspondent

At least one person was
killed and another six includ-
ing two minors were scriously
injured in a road accident at
Tejgaon in the city Friday
morning.

The accident took place
near the Ninth Div:?:m c;nn-
ing at Tejgaon at ut 6 am
:#cn a truck (Dhaka Da-
59060) crushed an auto-rick-
shaw (Dhaka-Metro-Ta-3501).

The injured were immedi-
ltl.'.? rushed to the Dhaka
Medic

al College Hospital
(DMCH) where fatal injured
Shaheed, 35, succu to his

injuries at noon.
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foods constitute a vast industry Solo F';_““"l exhibition of Ranjit Das opened at La Galerie, Banani in city

— Star photo

Indo-Pak clash overshadows

NAM human rights' debate

NUSA DUA (Indonesia), May
15: Paukistan and India accused
cach other of human rights
violations in a bitter exchange
on the final day of the Non-
Aligned Foreign Ministers con-
ference in Indonesia’'s resort
island of Bali today, reports
BSS

“The situation in Indian-oc-
cupied Kashmir has now
rcached alarming propor-
tions,” Pakistan's Minister of
State for Forelgn Aflairs,
Siddique Khan Kanju, told a
session convened to discuss
the Middle East, South Africa
and human rights.

Kanju charged the Indian
government, which rules two-
thirds of disputed Kashmir,
with trying to conceal alleged
human rights violations iIn
putting down a secessionist
movement that flared there
two years ago. Pakistan rules
thc other one-third of

Kashmir.
Indian Minister of State ol

Extcernal Affairs, Eduardeo
Faleiro, saying he regretted

the raising of a bilateral issue
al the conference, accused
Pakistan of human rights viola-
tions in its territories of Sind
and Baluchistan

"Respect for human rights,
like charity, must begin al
home,” Faletro said.

He accused Pakistan of giv-
ing aid to Kashmiri secession:
ists, a charge Islamabad de-
nics.

India has urged the conler
ence to support its stand that
human rights values vary from
country to country according
to local cultural, social and
economic conditions and
should not be imposed from
outside.

The clash overshadowed a
debate among the Foreign
Ministers on human rights
during which several coun-
uws, including Malaysia and
Sri Lanka, insisted donor
countries should not set condi-
tions for giving aid.

Malaysian Foreign Minister
Ahmed Abdullah Badawi told

delegates that donor countries
should not tie aid to the recip-
jent country's human rights
reccord, a view shared by
ncighbouring Indonesia.
Jakarta refused to accept all
further aid from its former
Dutch colondal rulers aller the
Netherlands threatened to
stop ald In protest against an
army massacre of mourncrs al
a cemetery in the East Timor
capital Dili last November.

Srl Lankan Foreign Minister
Harold Herat sald the issue
had become a major concern
of the 103-member movemenl
for the first time because more
of its smaller members had
become dependent on aid
from the industrialised world.

Herat said the third world
feared the West was using the
human rights issue to channel
its aid away from them and to
the newly independent coun-
tries of the former East bloc.

"But what pressure can we
pul on someone giving us aid?”
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Jamaat-1-Islami Dhaka city unit brought out a procession after the juma prayer yesterday
demanding trial of the killers of its leader Abul Kashem.

— Star photo

Hasina : better ties
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The opposition lcader re-
ferred to co-existence ol four
great religions Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism and
Christianity — and said this
constituted the religious roots
of humanist tradition of
Bangladesh.

Hasina said the Awami
League government had
adopted secularism as one of
the state principles in pur-
suance of "our long tradition of
mutual religious tolerance and
the shared national history,”
and in full conformity with the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

"Unfortunately, Bangladesh
had gone through a process of
communalism under the direct
initiatives and patronages of
post-75 regimes,” she regret-
ted

——

Hasina recalled the assassi-
nation of country's founding
father Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and members
of his family, and sald an
indemnity Ordinance prohib-
fted trial of the scll-confessed
murderers.

She described the killing of
this nature "a murderous act —
a criminality against humanity
and an utter violation of human
rights and the rule of law.”
And, she added, "certainly this
kind of act can never be In-
demnified.”

Underlining the importance
of peace in South Asia, the op-
position leader called for co-
o tion among the states of
this region in all spheres of
socio-economic activities.

"Today all countries are in-
terdependent. I'm confident
that this sub-continent can set
an example of regional cooper-
ation,” she said.

“When there is a desire to
live in peace, we can always
find table solutions to any
number of problems which
might exist between any two
nations or among the countries
of this region.”

Hasina also called for coop-
eration between the developed
and the under-developed na-
tions “to make this world a
peaceful abode of mankind.”

Expressing her concern at
the hunger, disease and starva-
tion facing the least developed
countries. she appealed for re-
ducing global tension by diver-
ting fund from producing wea-
pons of mass destruction to
the benefit of global mankind.

"Children will not remain
hungry, mothers will not die
during child birth and the eco-
logical balance can be restored
il only a fraction of this money
is properly utilised.”

The Awami League Presi-
dent also called for stopping
unchecked use of chemicals
which is causing "greenhouse
effect” polluting the environ-
ment of the world.

Retrial of Milon's
killing demanded

The Convenor of Chikitsak
Forum Dr. A F M Kalimur
Rahman and Member-Secre-
tary Dr. Md. Khalflullah yes
terday called for judicial in-
vestigation and re-trial of the
killing of Dr. Milon immedi-
atcly, reports BSS.

in a joint statement to the
press, the forum leaders ex-
pressed their concern at, what
they said, faflure to detect the
real killers of Dr Shamsul Alam
Khan Mflon.

i Mostafiz

From Page | Col 7

Movement.

He expressed his govern-
ment's sincere desire to work
in close co-operation with
Bangladesh in the Non-Aligned
Movement as both the coun-
tries are doing in the UN and
other international fora.

Mostafizur Rahman said that
the NAM would be immensely
benefitted from the experi-
ende of China. He said
Bangladesh greatly valued
China's friendship to [forge,
closer ties in every ficlds. llec

also lauded China's help and
assistance in economic devel-
opment of Bangladesh.

Rahman apprised the
Chinese Minister of the latest
development on the Rohingya
Muslim refugee problems
highlighting the recent
agreements on the repatfiation
of the refugees to Myanmar.

The Chinese Minister con-
veyed his Foreign Minister's
greetings to Bangladesh
Foreign Minister and extended
an invitation to him to visit
China

Pakistan Minister for
Foreign Affairs Muhammad
Siddique Khan Kanju called on
Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman today. They ex-
changed views on bilateral, re-
gional and international issues.

The Foreign Minister con-
veyed his gratitude to the
Pakistan government for Its
support and understanding on
the Rohingya refugee issue.

The Pakistan Minister ex-

pressed his ment's hap-
pincss on the signing of the
agrcements between Bang-

ladesh and Myganmar and
expressed his hope for early
and safe repatriation to their
homeland.
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Constitutional talks face
deadlock in South Africa

JOHANNESBURG, May 15 White and black negotialors

traded angry accusations Friday

alter fafling to agree on terms

for a constitution that would put blacks in power for the firs:

time. The

ment and the Alrican National Congress ac

cused each other of being power hungry and fMouting demos
racy after fafling to agree on several key points on approving a

new constitution, reports AP

Anti-govt riots leave 7
dead in Nigeria

LAGOS, May 15 Anti-government riots that
eral Nigerian cities left seven

people killed, the

lfed scv-
military gov-

ermnment sald Friday, while other sources putl the toll as hi

as 15 dead. A police statement said 692 people had been af-
rested across the country, 250 of them in the capital of Lagos,
where the worst violence took place Wednesday and

Thursday,. reports AP

AL confce
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have also been formed

Mcmbers of the Preparatory
Commitiee are : Syeda Zohra
Taruddin, Abdus Samad Azad,
Sheikh Abdul Aziz, Abdul
Mannan, Zillur Rahman. Dr
Kamal Hossain, Salahuddin
Yusful, Mohammad Karruzza-
man, Matiur Rahman, Prof
Pulin Dey, Dr Alauddin, Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury, Amir
Hossain Amu, Mohammad
Abdul Jalll, Tofael Ahmed,
Mohammad Nasim, Syed Fazhul
Haq, Begum Mannujan Suflan,
Begum Matia Chowdhury,
Shamsur Rahman Khan,
Shafiqul Aztz Mukul, Maflzul
Islam Khan Kamal, Begum At
Rahman, Ataur Rahman Khan
Kasiar, Sirajul Islam, Barrister
Shawkat A Khan, Dr Mostala
Jalal Mohiuddin, Kh. H.
Jahangir, Mamtaz Hossain,
Abdul Kader Siddiqui, Ralique
Uddin Bhutyan, Abdul Momin,
Dewan Farid Gazi, Yunus Al
Mohammad Rawshan Ali,
Azizur Rahman, S M
Nurunnabi, Shudhangshu
Shekhar Haldar, Oazi Azhar
Uddin, Abdul Wazed
Chowdhury, M A Mannan,
Siddique Hossain, Zahirul
Islam, Mahmudul Hasan Khan,
Harmath Bain, A B M Taleb Al
Matiur Rahman Talukdar,
Abdur Rob, Mochammad |lanif,
Raziuddin Rarzru, Mohammad

Omar Ali, Abdur Roul
Chowdhury, Mohammad
Obaidul Kader, Mozallar

Hossain Paltu and M A Aziz.

Convenors of Sub-
+«Commitices are : Re tion-
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,

Finance-party chief Shetkh
Hasina, Publicity and
Publications-Abdul Mannan,
Amendment to the constitu-
tion and manifesto-party chief
Sheikh Hasina, Office and co-
ordination-Syed Fazlul Haque,
Cultural-Shamsur Rahman
Khan Shahjahan, Dias-Amir
llossain Amu, Food-City Awami
lLeague and drafling of General
Sccrelary's report-Syed Fazlul
| laque BISC.

Election tribunal-Shamsur
Rahman Khan Shahjahan.

Task Force

From Page | Col 4

the frontier areas, sea ports
and airports first, he added.

High duty to import thread
and raw colour makes Lhe
price difference giving the
smugglers the chance to flood
Indian sarees in the local mar-
kets, he went on o say.

About the rcadymade gar
ments and shoes bearing lor-
cign seals and available in the
local markets, the Chairman
said that, these were mostly
Bangladesh-made.

As stickers for readymade
garments, soles and upper
parts of shoes were separately
importable items as per coun-
try's law, these were assem-
bled here and sold as [oreign
made goods, he commented.

The Chairman also said that
smuggling would not be chec-
ked unless the government
took severe measures against
the responsible persons.

Shantibahini
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jint decided to scver her
relationship with the present
leadership as her repeated at-

tempts to sink diflerences in
the party’'s rank and file fafled.

A leader of PCJSS, who has
recently surrendered to the
security forces in Khagra-
chhari, told UNB that Panka-
jini wanted to lead the organi-
sation after the assassination of
her husband Manobendra Na-
rayan Larma on November 10,
1983.

Most party leaders sup-
ported the proposal but she
could not take over the leader-
ship in the face of threat from
Santu Larma, he said.

"Although Pankajini now
scems to be weak but her party
may emerge as a stronger one
due to the autocratic and un-
democratic attitude of Shantu’,
said the surrendered PCJSS
leader on condition of
anonymity.

The ‘'master plan’ of the In-
surgency and some important
documents are lying with
Pankajini, he said adding thal
Shantu took several attempts
to grab those but failed.

*The PCJSS has been loos-
ing the confidence of com:
monman due to the conflict
and this has prompted mc 10

| return to normal life,” he said.

Thai trawler
seized : 20 held

CHITTAGONG, May 15
The Bangladesh navy ship Al
Haider during fls routine pa-
trol yesterday apprehended a
Thai fishing trawler from near
the St. Martin s Island and ar
rested all 1tsa 20 erew mem-
bers on board, reports BSS.

The trawler was nabbed

while she was in
catching fish illegally inside
the territorial waters of

Bangladesh and about 1000
kilograms of mixed varicty of
white fish was also recovered
from the vesacl.

DUTA
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She sought all-out coopera-
tion of the teachers to make
the government measures in
climinating terrorism and vio-
lence from the campus suc-
cessful

The DUTA delegation led by
its President SMA Falz u
the government to take cllec-
tive measures for curbing ter-
rorism In the educational
arcna

The DUTA president said
the teachers of Dhaka Univer-
sity played a historic mle dur-
ing the anti-aulocratic move-
ment. He also praised the
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia for her uncompromising
leadership during the move.,
ment and for not taking part in
the 1086 farcical elections.

Khaleda Zia gave pa-
urm to the teachers

and assured her all possible
cooperation for solving thelr
problems.

Energy and Mineral Resour-
ces Minister Khondker Mo-
sharral Hossain, Works Minis-
ter Rafiqul Islam Mian and
DUCSU VP Amanullah Aman
were present on the occasion
and ook part in the discus-
sion.
The meeting was attended
by DUTA Vice President Prof
Shahadat Ali, General Secre-
tary Profl Syedur Rahman, Joint
Secretary Dr Syed Rashedul
iasan, Treasurer Prof Shamsul
Huq. and members Prof KM
Mohsin, Prol Monirul Hugq,
Prof Momtazuddin Ahmed,
Prof Abdul Momin Chowdhury,
Prof AKM Nazrul Islam, Prof
Mohammad Shamsuddoha,
Prof Aminul Islam, Prof Sha-
fiqur Rahman and Dr Jamal-
uddin Ahmed.

Khaleda
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sised on peace and discipline
in the industrial belt so that
investlors arc encouraged Lo sct
up more factories and help
resolve uncmployment prob-
lem.

She urged the women and
youths to create self-employ-
ment by taking to poultry,
farming and handicraft. The
government will extend all fa-
cilities for such ventures, the
Prime Minister assured.

“We don't wanl to remain
poor and dependent on others
... we have to be self-relfant in
all sectors,” Begum Zia said.

She said villages are the fo-
cal points of the government's
development efforts and
sought people’'s support to im-
plement the programmes un-
dertaken to change the lot of
the commonman.

Presided over by local BNP
leader Manzurul Islam, the
rally was addressed among
others by LGRD Minister
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder, State Minister for
Textile Maj (Retd) M A
Mannan, Ziaul Hugq, MP, and

Begum Shamsunnahar
Ahsanullah, MP.

Other MPs of greater
Noakhali district— Halima
Khatoon, Barkatullah Bulu,
Zainul Abedeen Faruk,

Salauddin Kamran, Mohammed
Shahjahan and Advocate
Khairul Anam were

Begum Zia said her gov-
ermmment is striving to meel
basic needs of the people—
food, clothing, shelter, health
and education— and men-
tioned the programmes under-
taken towards that end.

She sald about Tk 823
crore will be spent for devel-
opment of communication
which is essential for overall
development of the country.

Amidst thunderous claps

and slogans the Prime
Minister announced natfonali-

sation of the local girls’ high

school.



