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Eye Care in Bangladesh

Lan Abu Baker Siddique
Past Council Chairman MD-315

Bangladesh is a develop-
ing country. Its medical
facilities are ho doubt poor.
Common Eye Care Service
only is available in most
part of the country. But the
need Is much more than
what we are able to cater
from the existing facilities.

Out of dire necessity we
are organising eye camps in

. All the available
hospital beds In the eye
wards in the country can
perform around 10,000
cataract extractions in any
given year. It Is estimated
that at this time there are
333,000 persons blind
from cataract. It is also es-
timated that every vyear
40,000 new cataract cases
are joining this case-load.
So the tcmpurnrly crash
programme to clear the
backlog through the EYE
CAMP is a must.

To tu;)r out the above
mentione me, we
have to prmul"ll.nlnﬂal
support in the form of eye
camp grants to the Lions
Clubs of MD-315, who will
be organising eye camps in
different parts of the
country. One International
NGO has been supporting
the eye camp programme
in Bangladesh with fund
since 1973. They were giv-
ing it lo any organisalion
holding eye camp In the
rural areas of the country,
but since the middle of
1990 this NGO is now only
assisting Lions Eye Camps
in a very very limited scale.
As a result most of the
Lions Clubs have become
unable to organise eye
camps and consequently
the number of cataract ex-
tractions as well as screen-
ing of patients and giving
treatment to patients suf-
fering from diseases
have substantially dropped
down creating a situation
which will perpetuate fleld
eye camps.

This situation has cre-
ated the necessity on the
part of the Lions (o come
forward in a bigger way

with appropriate prepara-
tion with SightFirst assis-
tance so that they can play
their part in clearing the
backlog of extractable
cataract as as ible
and we move [rom fleld eye
camp to DST eye camp.

You will find from the
foregoing that there is al-
ready an Eye Care Network,
but that is insufficient. So
some more facilities are to
be built to cope with the
magnitude of the problem.
At the same time a Tertiary
Eye Care Centre has to be
set up where complicated
eye surgeries are to be
performed and at the same
time Doctors and
Paramedics to man the
base hospitals could be
trained.

There was a target lo
clear all cataract backlog by

1995. Bul be-

December
cause of the restriction im-

d on the Lions Clubs in
olding eye camps by the
NGO so long funding the
programme, the target Is
going to be a failure. That
is why the Lions of
Bangladesh are hammering
again and again for
SightFirst support In
organising eye camps as
well as setting up of
permanent eye care
centres., If today green
signal is given with
necessary financial assis-
tance, in 6 years time from
now it is absolutely possible
to clear all cataract backlog

in Bangladesh.
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Lionism came to this
country in 1958 through
Lions Club of Dhaka. Lions
Club of Dhaka and Lions
Club of Chittagong, the first
two clubs of the then East
Pakistan were organised
and sponsored by the Lions
Club of Karachi. Growth and
expansion of Lionism have
been very satisfactory till
1970. It suffered a great
setback during the libera-
tion war. Number of clubs
and Its activities were
drastically reduced. The
clubs of the then East
Pakistan were under the
jurisdiction of Multiple
District 305 having fits
Head Quarter in Karachi.
Under the leadership of Ln.
M R Siddiqui and Ln. M
Khaled, Lions Clubs were
reorganised during '72-73
in Bangladesh. In 1973 a
full-fledged Lions District

315 was formed In
Bangladesh. Since then
there has been rapid

growth of Lionism which
led to the formation of
Multiple District 315 iIn
1987. In the Lions family of
Bangladesh we have at pre.
senl over 12 thousand
members. Our Lion, Lioness
and Leos are very active to
run major service projects
and activities. They have
been doing their best to
uphold the image of
Lionism through their ac-
tivities. Services rendered
our Lions Clubs have
been both nationally and
international ally praised
and recognised. In Decem-
ber 1989 we had the first
ever Lions International
Regional Forum held in
Dhaka with representatives
and participants from as
many as 57 countries of the
world. And in the history of
Lions International Forum
it was the largest and well
organised forum. Lions,
Lioness and Leos of the
country were able to
achieve the cherished goals
of Lionism through their
attiring efforts and
dedication. Service minded
female and young people
also joined this movement
and made the organisation
stronger through their
active support and co-
operation. As a matter of
fact, in many cases, our
Lioness and Leos have been
able to run several service
activities independently

and quite successfully.

Lions Clubs International
is the largest service club
of the world. And it is the
only service club to have
consultative status in the
United Nations. In Bang
ladesh we are again the
largest of all the service
clubs. It's greal honour for

us. We have our National
Headquarter and service
complex in Dhaka  We run
an eye hospital of 80 beds
with out-patient facilities.
Over 300 patients are

free. treatment dally from
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this hospital. Around 30
thousand cataract operation
are being performed annu

ally through eye camps or
ganised by the Lions Clubs.
We have another full-fle-
dged eye hospital iIn
Chittagong with 120 beds
and out-patient depart-
ment. Voluntary blood do-

nation' and motivation pro-
gramme is also one of our

main activities. We have eye

clinics, rural health care
projects, schools, spe-
cialised hospitals and cen:
tres, family planning pro-

MESSAGE

| take this privilege to [elicitate f[ellow Lions.
Lionesses and Leos on the occasion of 5th Annual

District Convention.

Lionism is a great virtue, a realisation at heart and
a commitment which drives a Lion to sellless service
for alleviating the sufferings of the less fortunates.

The World today

is tremendously stricken with

violence, hostility, restlessness and war. But the
Lions, Lionesses and Leos and the other peace-loving

people of the world are striving towards a

peaceful

world and a healthy society in order to ensure smooth

living and happy

ltfe to the poor people.
We pray to the Almighty

to bestow on all of us the

wisdom of the heart to contribute for having a trouble

free world.
I urge

each and everyone of you, to use an

opportunity like this Annual Convention to renew our
commitment to serve the humanity better.
I wish the convention a grand success.

Yours-in-Lionism

Ln. Humayun Zahir
District Governor
District-315 A

Bangladesh.
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jects, adult education pro-
gramme, programme for
relief and rehabilitation for
distressed and aged people.
Lions are the first one to
attend and provide imme-
diate reliefl to the people
aflected by floods, cyclones,
tornados, fire-victims and
other natural disasters. In
countries like ours, joint
efforts of government and
non-govermental organi-
sations can bring positive
results in resolving prob-
lems, achieving cherished
goals and h"F::j the dis-
tressed and needy people.
We have allthrough worked
in close and good co-ope-
ration with the government
of Bangladesh. For the flood
victims of 1988 and cyclone
aflected people of 1991 —
we undertook and carried
out emergency reliel and
rehabilitation activities In
our own. Al the same Ume
we supported government
activities. A cheque of one
lac taka was handed over to
our Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and also a huge
quantity of medical sup-
plies and reliel materials
were given/ distributed
through Lhe government
and its agencies. We want
to supplement the govern-
ment eflorts. And in this
context we are happy to
mention that our mutual
cooperation has made
things easier to reach our
common goal. Lions Mul-
tiple District 315 Bang-
ladesh has undertaken a
massive programme (0O

conquer Dblindness in
Bangladesh with financial
support of the Lions Clubs
International Foundation.
Our programme which is
known as “Sight First” can
be successfully imple-
mented with active support
and patronization of the
government.
Long Live Lionism.

Lionism - A Movement For Humanitarian Services

Ln Touhidur Rahman
Multiple Council Chairman

Lions Clubs International
has attained 75th Anni-
versary this year. Since its
inception in 1€i7, this
humanitarian service or-
ganisation has grown as the
greatest of all service clubs
of the world spreading
through 173 countries and
geographical areas. It Is In-
deed a golden chapter of
love and service to man-
kind.

Lionism, therefore today
is well-known in the world
community for its humani-
tarian and welfare services.
The ideals and objectives of
this great service organisa-
tion have made tremendous
timpact on the social life in
our part of the universe
where the population pres-
sure is very heavy which
causes enormous socio-
economic problems.

Since its emergence in
Bangladesh 1958, Lionism
has been expanding and
maintaining a steady
gréwth in Bangladesh and
thereby expanding its am-
bit of diversified services

convening wide range of
community needs. The
Lions, Lioness and Leos of
Bangladesh have dedicated
themselves for betterment
of the soclety and working
relentlessly to ameliorate
the sufferings of the dis-
tressed people. As a wellare
service oriented force, it
has not only developed
excellent working relation-
ship with the govt organi-
sations but in also playing a
complimentary role in
many areas of human and
social needs such as Sight
related Programme, Family
Planning, Mother and Child
Health Care, Women In
Development, Literacy, En-
vironment, Medicare Prog-
ramme, Disaster Manage-
ment etc. Commendable
works are progressing in
these fields through short
term Progra-mme and
permanent Projects as well.

The most remarkable
achievements are being
made In sight conservation
and Eye care programme.

Lions Eye Hospital iIn
Dhaka, Chittagong, Raj-
shahi, Jessore, Kushtia and
other places have been
rendering invaluable ser-
vices to the needy people.
it has therefore been very
appropriate to call the lions
on 'Knight of the Blind.' "In
1925 Helen Keller called

upon the lions to become
knights of the blind In cru-
sade against darkness. We
responded and have saved
the sight of the Millions:
milllons more have had
their blindness made more
tolerable and their lives

more productive through
our eflorts. Now we [ace
our greatest challenge. If
we succeed we will help
bring blindness under con-
trol for the first time in the
history. And we will attain
success because our long
history has prepared us for
this challenge.” The chal-
lenge which has been ac-
cepted by all In the lions
family — "SIGHTFIRST" —
Lions conquering blind-
ness the most ambitious
programme ever taken by
the Lions Clubs Interna-
tional to address the prob-
lem of world blindness.

Lionism is a great cause,
the cause of humanity. It is
commitment of service that
leads individuals to serve
selflessly for ameliorating
the sufferings of the hu-
manity since they believe
for certain that happiness
in life is to live for others.

Lions must keep up the
spirit of dedicated services
and continue the efforts to
serve betler together for
brig-hter tomorrow.
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We serve the world

Lion M. Anwarul Haque
Lieutenant Governor
District-315A

*There can be no progress
without service”. Melvin Jones
told the handful of men who
gathered in 1917 to see what
they could do to improve their
communities.

At that time, the very con-
cept of people organising for
the purpose of serving others
was p fve. But althou
Melvin Jones had big plans for
the association that came to be
called Lions Clubs Intern-
ational, he could not have
foreseen how far the or-
ganisation would progress in to
service s others in the 75
years since it was founded.

To-day the idea “Think
globally; act locally™ is pro-
moted on car bumper stickers.
When the Association ol Lions
Clubs was formed, the auto-
mobile was just coming into
gencral use. Whether people at
that time even considered the
global consequences of their
actions, the notion must have
been at least as rare.
Nevertheless, thinking globally
while acting locally was some-

the Lions had be-
gun to do. If the association
could export its dedication to
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humanitarian service to clubs
throughout the world, the op-
portunities for improving hu-
man conditions would be
tremendous.

Service to the local com-
munity was and always will be
the foremost concern of Lions.
In many regions the needs for
medical, dental and eye care
clinics remain high. And
communities looking to build
schools and bus shelters, cre-
ate recreational areas, install
wells, provide books for their
libraries and aid in
times of crisis, continue to
turn to their neighbours, the
Lions for assistance.

But if local service is the
bedrock of the isation,
global service is the garden
that grew from the aspirations
of the people who came to-

gether to make their world a
better place. For little by little
the associations ability to act
internationally increased.

Inter*ational : The
most crucial way Lions Clubs
can participate in international
activities is by supporting the
associations major service ind-
tiate : Sight First. The t
started in June 1990 with a
proposed budget of US $]130
million. Sight First aims to rid
the world of preventable and
reversible blindness by provid-
ing vision care and treatment
services around the world
where critical needs exist.

Every club can support
Sight First by contributing to
the Lions Clubs International
Foundation. These funds help
launch key Sight First Projects
in countries around the world.
They include Sight First :
Project used Eye glasses col-

lection pilot project, and Sight
First: t cataract, which

provide funding for ophthalmic
teams to treat patients and re-
duce the instances of blind-
ness due to cataract.
Friendship Programme :
Creating international 1
is the particular aim of service
activities promoting [riend-
ship. These include club and
school training, the annual
amateur radio operation con-
test, international hosting,
pen-pal correspondences,
Lions Day with the United
Nations and World Peace Day.

We Serve the World : If the
garden of international rela-
tions is to grow and thrive.
Lions need to help new clubs
establish their roots and sup-

rt those that have recen
gen planted. Look around the
opportunities abound.

Although Lions have been
developing international rela-
tions for 75 years, in a way the

ilities for the association
to expand internationally are
just beginning. With the recent
increase of clubs In new coun-
tries, the international aware-
ness factor is increasing corre-

spondingly. It is amazing to
consider | one person de-
sire to serve has into
e e

tending humanitarian service
to others around the world. It
can even be overwhelming
when you realise the members
of people affected. Overw-
helmi that fs, until you
re that it all comes
back to one : one person, one
club, working
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