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Political Solution is
the Right Approach

It appears from the news reports that the
Prime llmhu:r made a good start for a peaceful
solution to the Hill Tracts problem during her
first ever visit to that troubled area. We fully en-
dorse her view that a political solution will have
to be found to the outstanding prublcm: of the
arca — and not a muitngv — within the
Constitutional framework of the country. Begum
Zia's Insistence that the Hill Tracts is an integral
part of the country, that the people of the area
are equal citizens as anybody else and her em-
phasis on the development priorities for the re-
gion were the right overtures, which we hope
will set further negotiation on a firm footing.

The 16-year old insurgency that has greatly

the development potential of the region
and, lor all practical purpose, set the clock back

in many ways, will now have to stop. It is quite
likely that the democratically elected government
will enjoy far greater credibility with the repre-

sentatives of the local people in being able to
convince them to seek a peaceful solution of all
their problems. Whatever support the .insurgent
group—Shanti Bahini— enjoys could now be -
tively curtalled through a more genuine and open
dialogue between the representatives of the area
and the government. The Prime Minister's offer
to engage in talks at any time and with an open
mind on all issues, gives the right signal for a
fruitful dialogue.

One of the underlying causes for the unrest in
the area is, of course. economic. The backward-
ness of the area serves as a propaganda fodder to
spread discontent, especially among the youth.
However, the issue of economic development of
the area must be seen in the context of the level
of development of the country as a whole. Herein
lies the role of the local leaders whose duty it is
to put the issues in proper perspective. In this
regard the decision by the government to entrust
the local elected bodies with the responsibility of
seven additional areas, on the top of the three
that they already enjoyed, is a move in the right
direction. Effectively now the local government of
the Hill Tracts area enjoys considerable autonomy
in bringing about their own development in al-
most all the important areas, including industry,
commerce, agriculture, education, public health
and the preservation of unclassified forests. The
prime minister has promised further strengthen-
ing of the relevant local bodies along with provid-
ing additional funds.

It appears that the PM's visit and the overtures
made by her to the Hill Tracts people set the
stage well to start a genuine dialogue and confi-
dence bullding process. The important thing now
is to build on the goodwill that appears to have
been created. The commitments made by the PM
must be implemented without unnecessary delay
and the local leadership made to feel that they
are really empowered to carry out the develop-
ment tasks necessary for the welfare of their
people. But along with the role of the government
and the administrative machinery, emphasis must
be laid on the role of the local leaders. They must
sincerely join in the efforts to heal the old
wounds and strengthen the foundation for peace.
We are aware that the problems that has eluded a
solution for so many years will not be solved
overnight. But we think a good beginning has
been made by the new government and that we
must all contribute to the peace process that has
been launched through this visit of the Prime
Minister.

Trucks on the Rivers

Traflic deaths are a regular feature of media
coverage of national affairs — naggingly regular
appearing in print and broadcast over air an
taking shape on a domestic screen every day of
the year. But all of these relate to road tragedies
— rarely punctuated by launches sinking after be-
ing buffeted and battered by tropical storms and
taking down by the hundreds bodies of men,
women and children tra in their hull.

Thursday morning's tragedy was of an extraor-
dinary nature. Three Engineering University stu-
dents were drowned as a result of collision be-
tween two river vessels. Journey by launches
specially during the rough river season of
Baishakh has always been quite risky. Eut no one
thought country boats were also unsafe specially
on an expanse of stormless still water as the
Buriganga was on that fateful morning of
Thursday. That three invaluable lives would per-
ish just because they took a country-boat journey.
bodes very ill of river traflic and perhaps gives a
danger signal that rtver vessel collisions or river
traflic mishaps are going to be order of the day —
exactly as road accidents now are. But, at this
point, perhaps it may be easier to put a stop to
that dangerous possibility.

The country boats powered by shallow-tubewell
engines have been a very welcome innovation by
our local Jowest level technicians and fitters.
This has almost revolutionised riverine move-
ment of people and goods and has been hailed as
such by us. Initially the fast boats, with bodies
made for non-fast cruising, met with accidents of
their own making. Any new innovation
society at large may involve such ‘prices’. But
Thursday's tragcdy resembled more a truck
ramming a fully crammed minibus. Drivers of
shallow-engined country boats must not be al-
lowed to imbibe the truck driver's arrogance and
act as the lord of the waters.

It is imperative that we learn a thing or two
from Thursday's tragedy. Rag Day or whatever,
nine students— very intelligent as is evident from
their records — had no business to board such a
small dinghy spectally when most of them knew
no swinuning. 'I‘hlnk of boys coming from interior
how to swim ! Think of
how education has taken our best boys and girls
away from the life and nature of our country.

Our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
families. Unnecessary and unforeseen deaths are
always more painful than others. Ways must be
found to mlmlnlse such deaths.
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step toward the Kurds'

He also refused to define
borders for the fuelling
Kurdish fears of continua-
tion of Saddam's “Arabisation”

. which Is
large numbers of Arabs in
Kurdistan.

Jalal Talabani, the leader of
the Patriotic Unfon of
Kurdistan (PUK), who led the
first delegation of Kurdish ne-
gotiators in Baghdad, belicves
negotiations with Baghdad
should stop. He feels the |
leader has no intention of

fering the Kurds any real au-
to

He inlln fears that any

t with Saddam would
provide the Western powers

Indian Army Keeps Door Open for Women Recruits

HE doors of the Indian

Armed Forces are being

opened more widely to
women, but not without much
caution.

Indian newspapers are run-
ning big ads calling for female
cadets to join the legal, admin-
{strative and education
branches of the armed forces.
Women already work In the
army as nurses and doctors.

But these are the soft jobs.
Women are still not allowed on
warships, war-planes or in the
fighting units of the Army.

Moreover, postings will be
in commands and area head-
quarters found in well-popu-
lated cities with amenities,
such as Bombay, Cochin and
Visakhapatnam.

Nevertheless, there is room
enough for women. Major-
General VK- Madhok, who re-
cently retired from the Armed
Forces, says: There {8 tremen-
dous scope for their enroll-
ment in the signals corps.

Kurdish Elections Choose Between Iraq and

More than two million Kurds Iiuing in

northern Iraq

have begun preparations for

the election of a regional assembly to
provide them with a unified leadership.
Saddam Hussein's government says the
election would be a step towards separation
and has vowed to interrupt it. Gemini News
Service reports on the continued troubles of
those opposed to Iraq’s government.

with an excuse to withdraw
the 48 military air-
craflt they in eastern

Turkey, leaving the Kurds once
more at the mercy of the Iraqgl
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ership of Irag's Kurds 1s
Massud Barzani. leader of the
Kurdistan Democratic

(KDPF). Barzani believs the best
option is (o negotiate with
Baghdad and then hope for in-
ternational o any
agreement the two sides might
reach. He does not have faith
in the support of Western

rs.

Both options, however, have
serious shortcomings. |If
Talabani's advice Is followed
and the Kurds boycott Baghdad
peace talks, Western powers
might recall their mlllhrl

support, saying that the Ku
are not serious about finding a

solution to their predicament.

But if Barzani emerges as
the leader and talks are held
with Baghdad, it s almost cer-

Also, they can do well in the
intelligence branch, transport
services and ordinance and
translation sections.

Mrs Jean Rodriguez, wife ol
the Army Chief and head of the
Army Wives’ Wellare
Association, strongly belicves
that women can prove their
skills in the legal branch of the
Army. “"Army wives will be
freer in discussing their legal
problems. A woman will cer-
tainly understand better an-
other woman's problems, par-
ticularly cases with psycholog-
ical nuances,” she says.

The Army already has a
woman major-general and
other female high-ranking offi-
cers in its medical and nursing
services, including some 500
doctors and 5,000 nurses.

Dr Senia Shukla is one of
them. "Once you are in the
medical profession, it does not
matter whether you are male
or female. Similarly, 1t does
not malter whether you are a

tain that neither the Western
powers nor the United Nations
would guarantee any resulting
agreement. Such powers are
wary of being sucked into what
they see as a potentially end-
less confict of ethnic Inter-
ests.

It is not possible to confl-
dently predict which leader
will win the election, sched-
uled for May 17 Neither is
thought able to fill the assem
bly with his tribal or party loy-
alists. The major block of vot-
ing delegates will probably be
independent regional person-
alities and tribal chiefs.

Barzani's KDP has recently
lost a series of municipal elec
tlons 1o the PUK and is press-
ing for a postponement of the
date of the assembly election

In the meantime, the it
uation remains highly volatile.
Since last Oclober, govern-
ment forces have slop
food, fuel and machinery from
entering the Kurdish region
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Where the Kurds are

Priya Darshini writes from New Delhi

There is room enough for women in the Indian
Armed Forces — as long as it's far away from the

battlefronts

civillan or in the military. | am
motivated by a sense of patrio-
tism and | do enjoy being In

the Army ."

However, the number of
women joining the Armed
Forces Medical College has

dwindled. From an average of
25 enrollees annually, only
seven women were among the
130 cadets admitted in 1991
According to a senjor medi-
cal officer, many male doctors
have not taken kindly to the
women being given softer
postings. Another sources of
irritation is that women doc-
tors married to military ofTi-
cers can get concessions like
being transferred to where
their husbands are posted.

The same problems could
confront other Army units now
being opened to women, but
Army headquarters stafl do not
think so.

“The branches that are be-
ing o to women have
been carcfully selected,” says
an administrative officer. “For
instance, all the jobs in the
education or legal branch are
in cities or command or area

arters.

“Male officers in these
branches would not be able to
claim field service and the
race for promotions would be
between equals. In fact, these
arc softer jobs than in the
medical branch.”

The military brass still does

Who the
Kurds are

not think very of women
being in combat roles.
Says a senior office: "We have
o that women and men
are bio ly different. The
fact that the tf of male
athlctes are better that of
women athletes shows the dif-
ference.”.

“We may speak of the push-
bution war and video war
games. Butl the fact 1s that
much of the hard battles are

fought by hardy soldiers with
rifles and bayonets. Only very
exceptional women can do "
he adds.

An army also notes
hwphydullundnrd-
to women cadets are r

than those applied to men. For
example, at the US Military
Academy in West Point, New
York, a female cadet "A" grade
on an obstacle course is
to a male cadet "C” grade. They
call it gender norming.

This lowers the quality of
permnml.uynlhtmrl'r'lt

The Daily Star 4

the West

of large pumbers of govern-
employees,

may be discourited for the time
being The long-term future of
the Kurds and Iraq's other op-

pected to grow. For example,
Navy is thinking of
women into the
technical service notab
communication and t

TTEMPTING to enter
Europe illegally by boat,
Fathi Tahib was first
robbed, then forced to make a
desperate swim to the Spanish
Coast before he was rescued by
two adolescents just as he was
on the verge of death.
The youngsters took him to
a farm iIn . on the
Southerntip ol Spain, where
he spent a little over a month
before he was arrested by
Spanish authorities and
deported back to Morocco.
Tahib is one of many who
annually attempt to emigrate
into Europe by illegal and dan-
gerous means — usually by beat
—  across the Straits of
Gibraltar. According to the
Provincial Government of
Cadiz, 1.688 ({llegal tmmi-
grants were arrested on
Spain's southernmost coast in
1991. It expects that number
to triple in 1992.
: say many drown in
the Straits,” Tahib declared.
"But the letters and photos my
uncle in Italy has sent me are
enough to convince me that |

have to try again.”
Twenty-one-year-old Tahib,

from the Moroccan town of

——

Bureaucratic

Sir, With the computer in

evuydgultinhrgc organisa-
tions Government’'s devel-

opment activities be re-
leased to the press in a series
of pictograms, charts and
mg:.ch graphics show infor-
mation at a glance which
would take a dozen paragraphs
to explain in lengthy (and bor-
ing) articles written in aca-
demic style. Reports and back-

und papers prepared for of-

fal use are not suitable for
the mass media. Even seminar
papers have to be drastically
trimmed and rewritten for
popular reading.

These graphics could be
faxed to the newspapers and
magazines and other distribut-
ing agencies. The Government
may have its own Development

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed |
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Morocco

Swimming to Better Fortunes

Beni-enzar, failed to obtain a
visa for Italy last year and de-
cided to attempt to enter
Eumrclﬂ:slﬂrﬂwmm
He worked in

construction labourer, llnl.ll"l-'ll
E:idtmmdlhttt:nl'dpu' By

t December he had managed
to save almost US$ 2,000 and
was ready to make his move.

Tahib had to pay
up front to those in charge of
the clandestine across
the Straits of G . He was
then put on a waiting list of
over 2,000 persons.

The wait cost Tahib dearly.
“"On New Year's Eve, the
Tangiers police rounded-up a
lot of people on the streets
while | and some others were
looking at a notice for a boat,”

he recalled. "l was arrested.
Two policemen pushed me

into the back of a car and
drove me to some woods,

where they beat me and
robbed me of everything |

A Moroccan youth who swam across the
Straits of Gibraltar just to work in Europe
desperately wants to repeat his dreadful
adventure. Pablo Azocar of IPS reports
from Tangiers, Morocco.

had.”
He added: "They conlis-
cated all my but since |

my papers,
had already paid for the boat |
decided to stick to my plan of

somechow getting to the other
side of the Straits.”

His chance came on January
5 and early in the morning he
boarded a boat with 39 other
men and two women. “They

told us they would leave us
some place the Spanish
coast,” said T . "1 didn't

have any more money, but was
disposed to do whatever was
necessary to get to Milan,
where one of my uncles could
help me get a jot in construc-

tion.”

They were already aboul to
reach the Spanish Coast when
a powerful flloodlight was sud-
denly turmmed on them. They
were intercepted by a Spanish
Coast Guard cutter. Tahib re-
counted the “panic was total,
we all jumped overboard into
the water.”

A strong swimmer, Tahib
claims he swam some B0 me-
tres underwater to rocks along
the coast near the Spanish city
of Tarifa. But the worst was
still to come.

Tahib walked for days
through the mountains, ter-
rorised at the possibility of

S —— e —

being s
He su

by the police.
red mainly from
hunger, he said, “which
gnawed at my vitals. But after-
wards this disappeared, and |
kept on walking without hav-
h'iil‘l'j‘ idea where | was going.
I slept off and on because | was

very weak.”

OndJ 15, he encoun-
tered tweo adolescent
Spaniards, Francisco and

Carlos Suarez, some three km
from the city of Algeciras.

'I'l'letml:onkh:lmtnﬂtlr
father's farm outside ;
They fed him, nursed his in-
juries and gave him clothes.
Once he was well, Tahib was
offered a job on the farm.

On February 17, two civil
Fmdu#nummﬁlupltthe

arrested him for ille-
gal residence and not having
any documents. Tahib was
taken to the detention centre
in Tarifa where he joined 78

—
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Monthly (in two languages),
which should be available
freely (no searching all over
Dhaka) at the news stalls, and
sold cheaply (heavily sub-
sidised). The citizens do not
get the complete picture
through the Ministers’
speeches, press releases,
press notes and handouts.

Supplcmenu may be ar-

at regular mt:ﬂlll on
sector (less writing, more
graphics — a picture is a thou-
sand words) BTV s hardly us-
ing any graphics for presenta-
tion of statistics and data
(except playing with the video
effects generators).

There should be training
courses for writing in popular
style — at the Government end
(bureaucratic journalese?).
Publicity and propaganda (in
public interest!) have their
own techniques. We manage to
do little, but whatever is done

ought to be well splashed. We
cannot make mountains of

molehills, but at least make
the molehills visible
(communicate).
Allf Zabr
Dhaloa

Trees

Sir, There is much written
and spoken exhortations for
protection of the environment.
One of the most important
ways for this is to preserve and
expand the forest. In
Bangladesh foreat resources
are being very rapidly de-
stroyed. The authorities, at
least formally, are committed
to stop further depletion of
forest. The Government has
rightly put a ban on use of
wood in the brickflelds. How
far this restriction is effective
we do not know. The local au-
thorities { e a Hunicl::uliﬂ:;
City Corporations etc s
responsible to enforce this.

Unfortunately right in the
capital city of Dhaka these days
we seec many roads being re-
paired by using wood for lig-
uidifying asphalt used for the

urpose. Just to mention one
tion — Gulshan Road Nos. 9

and 12 are being repaired by
using huge quantity of wood.
This must be the case in many
other places in the city. Can
we not expect our young and
energetlic city Mayor to stop
use of wood in the repairs of
city roads? We also would wel-
come a move under his leader-
ship and that of Ward
Commissioners for mobilisa-
tion of public opinion and vol-
untnnly public participation in
tree plantation all over the city
in the coming months.

Habib Sadat Choudhury
Gulshan, Dhaka

Mitalee Mukherjee

Sir, Recently the Bangla-
desh Television presented its
viewers one magnificent
musical session, that is, special
song programme of Mitalee
Mukherjee. In the programme
Mitalee Mukherjee presented
some popular songs which
greatly enthralled the
audiences. The significant side
of Mitalee's performance is
that, her voice is crystal-clear
and she can pronounce and
express each and every word
of lyrics correctly and clearly.

———

She also rendered a

popular
Urdu number which is a sort of
devotional song containing
moral advices.

[ would like to extend my
profound congratulations to

Mitalee Mukherjee and hope
to find her again on Dhaka TV
in the future. The BTV de-
serves our thanks for produe-
ing and telecasting the solo

song programme.

"Hidden treasure in
Cox's Bazar”

Sir, further to my letter
published under the above cap-
tion in your dafly of May 1, it
may be mentioned that our
successive ments have
fafled to utilize the valuable
mineral ‘black-gold’ for the last
two to three decades. If the

rnment cannot use the
lack-gold’ and
commercially it is hum -
quested that others, even my-
sclfl and my associates may
kindly be lssued with a nﬂrﬂr1
Weence for the utilization o

Tahib was treated by Dr
Alberto Gutierrez, who works
for the Workers Commissions
Union. Gutierrez said Tahib

"Some people might think
it was reckless of me to
go to a p 1 didn't know,
with neither money nor pa-
pers. But this not being brave,

it's just something you do
when you have no to
lose,” Tahib said.

been repatriated to

, he now cleans wash-

rooms at an [taufic restaurant.

He is determined to save
enough money to try again.

Tahib said: "Between dying

here little by little and dying

on the other side of the

Straits, | prefer the latter

option.”

the minerals in the private
sector. Why the minerals and
our national wealth be wasted?

O H Kabir
Warl, Dhaka

President's award

Sir, | be wrong as | am
an old man of 72, but it looked
to me to be funny when on H-al
3 evening | saw on the TV
screen our Prime Minister giv-
ing away the President's
awards for Agricultural
Development. Whether one
likes it or not, we have a

President and it would have,




